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Israel exhibit
rescheduled
after backlash

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After elected officials expressed
outrage, the Queens Museum has
decided not to cancel a re-enactment
of the 1947 United Nations vote on
Israel independence scheduled for
November.

The main gallery of the Queens
Museum was the site of the origi-
nal U.N. General Assembly vote on
Nov. 29, 1947, establishing Israel as
an independent state. According to
City Councilman Rory Lancman
(D-Hillcrest), the re-enactment was
being organized by the Israeli gov-
ernment, which reserved the space
for November 2017.

On Monday, the Queens Jewish
Link organized a rally addressing
anti-Semitism and the Queens Mu-
seum’s previous decision to cancel
the re-enactment. State Assembly
members Nily Rozic (D-Flushing)
and David Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) attended the rally. The issue
was important to Rozic, who is the
first and only state legislator born
in Israel.

“I am pleased that the Queens
Museum reversed their decision so
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Manhattan woman gives back

Philanthropist donates $2,300 to Corona church to replace stolen instruments

BY BILL PARRY

A philanthropist from Man-
hattan’s Upper East Side was
watching the news Saturday
morning and saw surveillance

video of a thief breaking into
a Corona church. The suspect
was stealing musical instru-
ments valued at $2,300 by the
NYPD. It was then that Boo
Grace, 64, began planning a

trip to Queens.

“I was so touched by the sto-
ry and it hurt my heart that it
happened,” Grace said. “When
I saw the story, I was devas-
tated. A church is where young
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LL Cool J's Ball and Jump summer camp - a month-long basketball program in Hollis now its 12th year - ends with
the rapper and television star showing up for photos and an inspirational talk with the kids.
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people go when they want to
stay out of trouble. I felt so bad
I knew I had to do something.”

In the early ’80s, Grace and
her husband hired three young
men from Brooklyn, through
the Youth Employment Ser-
vice, to paint their apartment.
During a conversation with
one of them she learned he was
always under pressure from
kids in his neighborhood to do
drugs or steal cars, and so he
sought refuge at his church’s
after-school programs.

“I guess that’s why the story
touched my heart so much,”
she said. “If kids are looking
to the church to stay out of
trouble, they should be able to
have music. I knew the church
needed its stolen instruments
replaced.”

Grace and her husband
started a positive role model
program to reward Kkids for
doing good things at a middle
school in Yorktown Heights
where she was teaching.

“The kids actually ran the
thing for years, we gave the
financial rewards,” she said.
“We ran the program for 10

Continued on Page 14

Lancman settles lawsuit
over Flushing Meadows

CEO helps girls learn coding

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administration and City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) settled a lawsuit
last week challenging the structure and funding of
the Flushing Meadows Corona Park Alliance, an
independent nonprofit organization that will decide

Continued on Page 12
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Girls Who Code Founder and CEO Reshma
Saujani released the first of 13 books dedicated
to closing the gender gap in coding at the
Central Library in Jamaica.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Women are better cod-
ers, but are less likely than
their male counterparts to
get a job in a STEM field
without connections, ac-
cording to a peer-reviewed
study conducted by PeerJ

in February 2016.

When women sent out
coding suggestions to orga-
nizations they had no ties
with and their gender was
not revealed, their propos-
als were accepted more fre-
quently than those by men.
But as they made the same

inquiries to similar insti-
tutions and revealed their
gender, they were hired
less, according to the scien-
tific research journal.

In 2016, women made
up only 27 percent of com-
puter science profession-
als, according to the U.S.

Continued on Page 14
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Sunnysiders rally against hate, tenant harrassment °

BY BILL PARRY

Residents of a Sunnyside
condominium have been ter-
rorized in their own homes,
subjected daily to Nazi and
Confederate posters, rac-
ist images and tributes to
President Donald Trump fes-
tooning the building’s lobby,
according the City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside).

Dozens of community
leaders and elected officials
joined tenants of the build-
ing Wednesday for a rally at
47-55 39th Place, protesting
against the property man-
ager. Neal Milano, who Van
Bramer said has been ha-
rassing residents for years.

“Today we rallied against
a property manager who has
created a house of horrors
for the owners and renters in
this Sunnyside condomini-
um. These tenants are living
in terror,” Van Bramer said.
“After seeing this lobby first-
hand and spending several
days with these tenants, I
can say without a doubt that

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer rallies with Sunnyside community leaders in front of a

condominium displaying Nazi and Confederate posters.

they are rightfully terrified
of a property manager who
posts images of hate and rac-
ism, boasts of guns in his
apartment while hanging
posters celebrating guns and
the NRA, and who retaliates
against anyone who speaks
out.”

Milano’s attorney said he
was out of the country on an
extended vacation and was
only displaying a spirit of

patriotism, according to Van
Bramer, who “froze and be-
came terrified” when he dis-
covered the names of Nazis
Josef Mengela and Rudolph
Hess on the building’s direc-
tory.

“There is nothing patri-
otic about having the names
of infamous Nazis in the
building directory or hav-
ing a large swastika above
an apartment door,” he said.

Courtesy Van Bramer's office

“There are clear illegalities
and violations inside this
building that extend far
beyond the offensive and
hate-filled messages posted
in the lobby and throughout
the condominium common
areas. I have asked the de
Blasio administration, the
NYPD, and the attorney gen-
eral of New York to investi-
gate this property manager
and condominium board

member and deliver justice
for the tenants of this con-
dominium who are living in
terror. Hate has no home in
Sunnyside, in Queens, or in
our city.”

Throughout the rally,
residents came and went
from the building quickly
and without comment fear-
ing they would be caught
on one of many surveillance
cameras and retaliated
against with threats of out-
rageous fines, eviction and
even physical violence, Van
Bramer said.

“Therearemore cameras
in this building than in Fort
Knox,” he said. “And they
are not necessarily to guard
against someone breaking
into the building. They are
to watch and monitor the
people wholive in this build-
ing. That is chilling.”

Attorney Lynn Calvacca
owns two units in the build-
ing but doesn’t live there.
She filed a lawsuit against
Milano and the condo
board.

“He’s a bully,” Calvacca

‘Women's Plaza in Queens’ unveiled in Kew

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new Public Plaza
was unveiled Tuesday,
replacing a controversial
statue that depicted aman
standing over two women
in Kew Gardens.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz hosted the rib-
bon-cutting for the newly
restored “Women’s Plaza
in Queens,” a public space
located at the northeast
corner of Union Turnpike
and Queens Boulevard,
adjacent to Queens Bor-
ough Hall.

The plaza was formerly
the site of the “Triumph
of Civic Virtue” statue, a
17-foot-high marble stat-
ue that depicted a male
standing on top of two
female figures represent-
ing “Vice” and “Corrup-
tion.” State Sen Leroy
Comrie (D- St. Albans),
Assemblyman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gar-

dens) and former Queens
Borough President Claire
Shulman also attended
the ceremony.

The statue, designed
by Beaux-Arts sculptor
Frederick MacMonnie,
was installed and resided
at City Hall until 1922
when it was relocated by
Mayor Fiorello La Guar-
dia in 1941 to the grounds
of the then new Queens
Borough Hall. Seventy
years later in 2012, the
statue was moved to
Green-Wood Cemetery
in Brooklyn, where Mac-
Monnies’ father, mother
and brother are buried.

The unveiling comes at
a time when the national
conversation is centered
around the removal of
Confederate monuments.
Following the deadly pro-
test in Charlottesville,
Va., last week, President
Donald Trump tweeted
“Sad to see the history

and culture of our great
country being ripped
apart with the removal
of our beautiful statues
and monuments.” Many
African Americans
said the monuments are
painful reminders of
America’s racist past.
Katz said the statue was
outdated and this new
women’s plaza is a pro-
gressive reminder of the
amazing women who
come out of Queens.

“The Women’s Plaza in
Queens - located in our
borough’s civic center -
is a visible, meaningful
tribute to all the women of
Queens who have made a
lasting positive impact in
New York City and around
the globe,” she said. “This
newly restored public
space at Queens Borough
Hall should be utilized by
many, and will serve as a
reminder of how far we’ve
come and how much fur-

ther we must go.”

Katz endorsed former
Borough President Helen
Marshall’s idea to repair
and restore the remain-
ing structure and sur-
rounding plaza, and to re-
purpose and dedicate it to
the women of Queens.

The base that is the
now a centerpiece of
“Women’s Plaza” re-
mained in place after the
statue was removed, but
its condition had deterio-
rated due to years of ne-
glect and exposure to the
elements, Katz said. Be-
ginning in May 2016, the
base was repaired and
cleaned as part of a res-
toration project funded
by Mayor Bill de Blasio
and Katz. The $960,000
capital project, complet-
ed by city Department
of Design and Construc-
tion and contractor Per-
spective Construction
Company, restored the

damaged stonework, im-
proved landscaping, and
installed plantings, new
lighting and benches for
public use, DDC Acting
Commissioner Ana Bar-
rio said. The site also
includes a ceremonial
plaque indicating that
the site has been rededi-
cated in honor of the
women of Queens.

“Queens Borough
Hall, a building with a
strong history of female
leadership, now has its
own Women’s Plaza hon-
oring the women of the
borough,” Barrio said.
“DDC is very pleased to
be able to build this beau-
tiful new addition to the
neighborhood.

Shulman said the stat-
ue has always been a sore
point for her and during
her tenure she tried to get
rid of the sculpture, but
the cost to move it was
too expensive. She quoted

said. “He’s a terrorist in
this country, in this Sunny-
side area. Everybody is so
afraid.”

Michael Miller, the ex-
ecutive vice president and
CEO of the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council of
New York, was disgusted by
the flagrant public display
of racist, anti-Semitic imag-
ery in the lobby.

“The Jewish community,
together with its diverse
allies, will not tolerate the
offensive and frightening
glorification of Nazism and
Nazi war criminals, espe-
cially as our nation faces
threats from white suprem-
acists.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) agreed.

“The news is littered
with stories of racism and
bigotry on the rise through-
out our nation,” Gianaris
said. “Welike to think we’re
in a safe haven here in New
York. But, unfortunately,
these things are happening
right here in our very own
community, as well.”

Gardens

MacMonnies, who once
said “What do I care if all
the ignoramuses and all
of the damn fool women
get together and talk
about my statue. Let them
tackle, let them battle,
you can’t change the eter-
nal verities that way.”

Shulman joked Mac-
Monnies “probably had a
lot of trouble with wom-
en.”

She went on to say she
was very pleased with the
Women’s Plaza.

“It is a tribute to the
women and all the peo-
ple who have supported
women in government,”
she said. “It is a beautiful
plaza and I hope all the
women in the borough
that have an opportunity
to enjoy it do enjoy it.”

Reach Gina Martinez
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone
at (718) 260-4566.
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Assembly members call
for better bus service

BY MARK HALLUM

With so much attention
from the state concerning
the city’s subways, a number
of state Assembly members
formed a coalition to call on
MTA Chairman Joe Lhota
to shift focus to improve bus
service for residents in tran-
sit deserts such as northeast
Queens.

Assemblywoman  Nily
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows)
delivered remarks at a Mon-
day press conference in
Manbhattan, backing a letter
asking Lhota to include bus
improvements in his plans
to address the subway crisis.
Written by Assemblyman
Jeffrey Dinowitz (D-Bronx)
and signed by 45 members
of the Legislature, the letter
asks for the acceleration of
improvements to bus routes,
equipment and technology.

“As a representative of a
district in Queens that does
not have a single subway or
train station, I know how
challenging it can be to get
around the borough and
connect to other parts of
the city when bus service is
infrequent and unreliable,”
she said. “Any proposal in-
tended to improve the status
of our transit system should
not neglect the value of qual-
ity bus service and the dif-
ference it makes in neighbor-
hoods that lack access to an
expansive network of transit
options.”

The letter called for the
implementation of transit
signal priority to increase
the overall speed at which
buses can travel, while de-
creasing the amount of time
buses idle at stops with all-
door boarding technology to
allow commuters to swipe
MetroCards on the curb
and board from multiple en-
trances as well as a re-exam-
ination of bus routes, special
lanes and bus islands.

Dinowitz pointed out that
2.5 million New Yorkers use
buses every day, particu-
larly riders with accessbility
needs and those who live in
the outer boroughs far from
public transit.

“I want to make sure that

Assembly Nily Rozic spoke at
a rally urging the MTA to give
greater attention to improving

bus service.
Photo courtesy of Assmeblywoman
Rozic's office

the concerns of all New York-
ers are heard, even if they
don’t get the same amount
of media attention,” he said.
“Transit signal priority and
all-door boarding are no
brainer changes that could
reduce bus travel times by
25 percent for minimal in-
vestment. Let’s not delay any
more and bring our bus sys-
tem into the 21st century.”

The city Department of
Transportation said it would
expand the use of transit
signal priority, but not until
2020, a press release from Di-
nowitz’ office said.

“The Summer of Hell
has made the dire state of
the subway obvious, but
that’s just one part of the
public transit meltdown
ridersface. Buseshavebeen
in a state of slow-motion
crisis for years,” said Nick
Sifuentes, deputy direc-
tor of the Riders Alliance.
“Fortunately, we know our
state and city elected of-
ficials can fix bus service
for millions of daily riders
—and do it quickly and for
a fraction of the cost to re-
pair our subway system.”

The city’s Select Bus
Service has seen an in-
crease in ridership of 30

percent after implementing
all-door boarding technol-
ogy, which reduced travel
time by up to 15 percent,
the release said.

“Amidst New York
City’s current transit cri-
sis, the need for better bus
service cannot be ignored,”
said Jaqi Cohen, campaign
coordinator for the Strap-
hangers Campaign. “Slow
buses, circuitous routes,
and unreliable service have
caused bus riders years of
misery. The time is now for
the MTA to expedite a plan
to turn around bus service
for the millions of riders
who depend on it.”

After riders experi-
enced systemwide infra-
structure meltdowns, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo declared a
state of emergency in late
June for the city’s subways
to expedite upgrades to sig-
nals and trains while pour-
ing an extra $1 billion into
the MTA’s capital funds.

This coincided with
what Cuomo dubbed the
“summer of hell,” a period
of eight weeks in which
Penn Station would under-
go major upgrades to infra-
structure and service in
the nation’s largest transit
hub would be reduced by 20
percent.

Amtrak, which owns
Penn Station, admitted
that its agency had known
about the decline of infra-
structure for years and
the displacement of people
from reduced service on
the LIRR was expected to
impact the subways.

But the LIRR reported
a relatively minor dip in
ridership in the first two
weeks of the “Summer of
Hell,” according to transit
officials at a July 26 MTA
board meeting. LIRR Pres-
ident Patrick Nowakowski
presented figures, which
showed a drop of about
11,000 riders through Penn
Station, compared to the
baseline of 86,000 during
the morning peak hour on
Week Two. Evening peak
hour through the transit
hub only saw a decline of
about 4,000 commuters.



Inside look at NYPD's Mounted Unit in Queens

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Mounted Police Officer
Derek Ghee of the NYPD was
grooming Chief, a golden
brown, 5-foot-9-inch gelding
he rides each day.

“I wanted to become a cop
since I was a kid because of
these horses, and now it’s
been the best five years of
my life,” Ghee said. “T can’t
believe I get paid to do this.”

Similar sentiments were
shared by the other officers
in the Troop F barn, located
in Cunningham Park.

Throughout the summer,
police officers on horses —
also known as the mounted
unit —make regular appear-
ances on Bell Boulevard. The
officers and their steeds at-
tract civilians each day they
are out on the busy streets.

Lt. James O’Neill was as-
signed to Troop F last year
and was asked to review the
places the unit already cov-
ers. He then added more loca-
tions to the rounds, such as
Alley Pond Park, Flushing

Meadows Corona Park and,
of course, Bell Boulevard.

“A lot goes into this. You
want to make sure that it’s
an area that’s conducive,
that it’s safe for the horses
and not too far,” O’Neill said.
“Bell Boulevard used to be a
post where mounted officers
would go, and they haven't
gone there in several years.”

Perhaps one of the ques-
tions that quickly comes
to mind is: Why does the
mounted unit still exist?

O’Neill had many reasons
as to why this, a tradition
since 1858, is just as efficient
as other units in the NYPD.

“A lot of people will no-
tice a mounted officer be-
fore they’ll notice a patrol
car, and the mounted offi-
cer has a much better van-
tage point because he’s up
10 feet,” O’Neill said. “It’s
very good for crime preven-
tion. A lot of times, just the
presence of the horse will
get people to calm down.
The horse is very intimidat-
ing, but at the same time it’s

Officer Beth Bradley and her horse, Lucky, ride into the barn.

also extremely inviting.”

O’Neill added that they
have gotten a lot of positive
feedback across the com-
munity.

“The public enjoys see-
ing us,” O’Neill said. “I
think a lot of times it puts
people at ease when they see
a horse, especially at large
gatherings. They gravitate

Photo by Angelica Acevedo

towards them.”

Although some people
express concern for the
horses, O’Neill assures that
the NYPD treats their hors-
es “like gold.”

To be considered for the
unit, he describes the pro-
cess as extensive, involv-
ing a sometimes years-long
waiting list and interviews

that judge if an officer is
suited for the position. Once
an officer passes the first
portion, they go through
three months of intensive
physical training.

“You get beat up pretty
good and if you're afraid
of getting dirty or afraid of
getting banged up, it’s just
not gonna be the place for
you,” O’Neill said.

O’Neill expressed great
pride to be in the unit, al-
though it took him many
years to do so.

A native Long Islander,
O’Neill began his police
work in the 115th and 111th
precincts in Queens, then
worked in the Bronx and
Harlem before he got to his
position as lieutenant.

“Took me 15 years to get
here, but it’s great,” O’Neill
smiled.

Even so, he does not
sugar-coat the amount of
responsibility that comes
with the position.

“These are huge animals
and it’s a huge responsibili-

ty to work with them, so it’s
not for everybody,” O’Neill
said. “On the outside it
looks great, people love it,
but you really have to have
a love of animals or you're
just not going to be happy.

There are 45 horses in
the NYPD mounted unit,
according to O’Neill. Most
of them are geldings, as it
was found that they possess
the best temperament for
the job.

Each gelding was specif-
ically picked and trained,
some starting at 4 years old.
O’Neill said the horses tend
to work in the unit for about
10 years, then they retire
and live on a farm for their
remaining days.

“The department pays
for these horses to be cared
for when they retire, so
they have good lives once
their service time is up,”
O’Neill said. “They go to
these retirement farms and
we check on them to make
sure they are being treated
well.”
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" Army gets updated facility

Reserve building at Bayside's Fort Totten expanded, revitalized

Queens Weekey, Auc. 27, 2017

BY MARK HALLUM

The ribbon was cut last
week for a $12 million up-
grade to a U.S. Army build-
ing at Fort Totten which
will help the facility main-
tain military equipment
for installations across the
region.

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-
Little Neck), City Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) and Major Gen. Troy
Kok led the Aug. 17 ceremo-
ny at Fort Totten’s newly
upgraded building, which
resembles an airplane hang-
er filled with Humvees and
armored troop carriers. The
U.S. Army Reserves can now
refurbish aging and dam-
aged equipment and outfit
small arms in a dark-room
for calibrating sights.

Vallone spoke of the im-
portance of having a strong
military presence in the
community he represents
and how young people in
northeast Queens need to
be able to see the men and
women who serve stateside
to gain respect for the sacri-
fice the military makes.

“So many children in
our district interact with
you everyday and I think
sometimes you don’t even
realize the impact you have
here,” Vallone said, adding
that projects such as the
upgraded facility bring posi-
tive attention to the military
presence in Bayside. “The
most important realization
for the next generation is
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Electeds join military officials to cut the ribbon on a new military facility in Fort Totten.

to see our men and women
in uniform right in front of
them choosing this path to
keep us safe.”

Therevitalization includ-
ed raising the roof of the old
facility, part of the Army Re-
serve section of Fort Totten
built in the 1950s, to expand
the size of the main doors on
the north and south side of
the structure to allow larger
vehicles to come in and out
of building.

“These facilities were
built predominately in the
1950s and they met the re-
quirements of our Army
and Army Reserve at that
time with the types of equip-
ment that we had during
that period,” Kok said. “But
as we've become a better
fighting force, amore profes-
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sional force, our equipment
has adjusted for the time ...
so this revitalization project
is extremely important for
the Army Reserve to keep
our Army Reserve relevant
today.”

Suozzi, elected for the
first time in November, said
the 77th Division stationed
at Fort Totten represents
an example of what the na-
tion should strive for in the
current polarizing political
climate.

“This is a very tough
time in world history and in
our nation’s history, we’re
facing a lot of dark forces
throughout the world and
even in our own country
right now,” said Suozzi, an
outspoken opponent of the
Trump administration.
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“We've got to go back to
some of the very simple ba-
sics of what this nation is
founded on and what we've
promoted around the world.
Your hard work and the pro-
fessionalism as exhibited at
a facility like this is a sign
of what we need to face the
challenges in this very long
battle ahead of us.”

The U.S. Army Reserve
station at Fort Totten is the
largest Reserve installation
in the country and, accord-
ing to Lt. Col. Pete Lupo, the
upgraded facility will offer
support to 60 other Reserve
units around the Northeast.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at
(718) 260-4564.
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Flushing crosswalk
OKd for downtown

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A busy Flushing intersec-
tion will finally be getting a
crosswalk after a push from
elected officials.

U.S.Sen. Charles Schumer
(D-NY) and state Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh
Meadows) announced the
city Department of Transpor-
tation will install a crosswalk
across Blossom Avenue on
the west side of Main Street.

The crosswalk, which is
expected to be painted before
the end of the year, is a result
of ongoing efforts Schumer
and Rozic have made with
DOT for a traffic study at the
intersection. In 2015 alone,
one pedestrian died and five
were injured at the busy in-
tersection.

Schumer said that for too
long, the intersection has
been a problem-plagued loca-
tion for nearby residents and
businesses.

“I'm pleased that, with
the help of Assemblywoman
Rozic and local community
leaders, the NYC Department
of Transportation has heeded
our call by moving forward
with a plan to make this in-
tersection safer,” Schumer
said. “A new crosswalk will
help ensure the safety of pe-
destrians frequenting the
bustling area by providing a
visual cue to drivers.”

In October 2015, Rozic
wrote to DOT Queens Bor-
ough Commissioner Ni-
cole Garcia requesting that
traffic-calming measures be
installed at the intersection.

ADVERTISING

Kathy Wenk

Account Executives:
David Strauss

Sherri Rossi

Peter Wojcicki

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

Senior Account Executive:

Rozic’s letter cited a crash
that occurred that month in
which a young couple were
struck trying to cross the
street, and the high volume of
pedestrian and vehicle traf-
fic in the neighborhood. The
intersection is in the middle
of a busy area that includes
multiple public schools, resi-
dential buildings, the Public
Health Solutions’ Neighbor-
hood WIC Center, Queens Bo-
tanical Garden, and SelfHelp
Rosenthal Senior Center. The
intersection currently has no
traffic calming measures.

Rozic said she was proud
of the efforts that went into
securing the traffic study
and thanked Schumer and
community partners for
their work in prioritizing the
safety of everyone traveling
through the area.

“The Flushing communi-
ty has consistently advocated
for traffic safety improve-
ments in the neighborhood
and I am glad to finally an-
nounce DOT’s plan to install
a crosswalk across Blossom
Avenue,” she said.

Schumer and Rozic said
the announcement marked
a significant step forward in
providing the Flushing com-
munity with improvements
that will ensure the safety
of all who frequent the area.
They also said the crosswalk
is a reflection of the collab-
orative efforts between local
electeds, including Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flushing),
state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky
(D-Flushing) and U.S. Rep.
Meng (D-Flushing).
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HOUSE SERVING QUEENS SAME DAY TOP $ PAID

AND THE ENTIRE SERVICE FOR JUDAICA
CALLS TRI-STATE AREA AVAILABLE COLLECTIBLES

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS
7 We Pay $CASHS For_ Y

"\ Paintings, Clocks, Watches, | .~ -,
.. Estate Jewelry & Fine China, g
—— From Single Items ‘
to Entire Estates! g
e Coin & Stamp Collections
e Costume Jewelry
- o Antique Furniture ¢ Lamps
e Bronzes * Paintings ® Prints
e Chinese & Japanese
, SR _ Artwork & Porcelain
e e Sports Collectibles
C‘\’,'Jgf\:fé‘ > | Comic Books ¢ Old Toys ¢ Records

S ., ® Cameras ¢ Sterling Flatware Sets

Knives,

Helmet= = Rl HUMMELS & LLADROS
Yop $ P SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

p for Anthue ,
Sterling! . —1
AAMD ' ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

AI\ITIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS

WILL TRAVEL We buy anything old. One piece or house full. FREE
ENTIRE WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.

TRI-STATE! 1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.l

™
*T 1 + 2y

Estimates!
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exp. 9/10/17 $9 99 750 ml
o
1

SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99

exp. 9/10/17

BERINGER

1
WHITE ZINFANDEL |
1
1

$7.99
exp. 9/10/17 e _1.5_[ a

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

1
PINOT GRIGIO |
1

exp. 9/10/17$10 99 151
d

VEIVE cLIvoT |

BRUT CHAMPAGNE

o $30.99 .

PATRON suver tequia
$42.99 ...

... $79.90 ..

MATlNl_ & ROSSI

o311/ $11 99 750 ml
$ 10 OFF

tny Ligpor Prrcliose

af Z1MNF ar More

NOW THROUGH 9/10/17
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

175["

BI.ACKST()NE MERLOT

$5.99

exp. 9/10/17 750 ml

BARTENURA

MOSCATO
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~ APOTHI(

RED - DARK - CRUSH - ROSE
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~ YELLOW TAIL

ALL TYPES

v 98,99
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$8.99 ...
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WHISPERING ANGEE

ROSE 1
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]
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.. $150.99...
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1
1

WOODBRIDGE ©
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o=
-

. $22.09 .

JAMESON IRISH
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....$45.99

151

CONCHA Y TORO
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ALL TYPES

Lo $7.99

" JACK DANIELS
BLACK

.. $44.99 .,

HIBIKI marMoNy
2/$99.99

exp. 9/10/17

GATO NEGRO

ALL TYPES

exp. 9/10/17

YAMAZAKI

12 YR. OLD WHISKEY
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... $80.99 ..

l‘ETlER
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198-29 HORACE HARDING EXPY « FRESH MEADOWS 109 OFF

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM'S)

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10 AMTO 9 PM - SUNDAY 12PMTO 7 PM
FRANNYLEWWINE@GMAIL.COM -TEL:718-428-1111
FAX:718-352-1555 « WWW.FRANNYLEWWINE.COM
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k
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CHINOOK Rye Whisky
2 for $14.99

oupon exp. 9/10/17

GEORGI VODKA
or BARTON'S VODKA
Lt $11,99

SVEDKA Vodka

4 Imported From Sweden
LU $17.99
JAMESON

Irish Whiskey

e $34.99 $45.995 i

Coupon exp. 9/10/17

I llandma(le Vodka :
-‘ 175 lller $28 99

Vodka Tynes!', 7501l

Coupon1 e!;)l,lgil;/ﬂ $5 99 -

WOODBRIDGE
All Types

1.5 Liter $8.99

Coupon exp. 9/10/17

BARTENURA
Moscato

FRANZIA

SMIRNOFF P
Vodka-80 Prooi

Cour!;r:ze5pléi/!gl1.7 $18 99

CHRISTIAN BROS
Brandy

CANADIAN (LUB
Whiskey Vodka

LU, $22.99
SKYY HENNESSY V.S.

Vodka 2
1.75 Liter $19 99 500 $34.99 17511::$65.99 coulpﬁg}giﬁg}'ﬂ $23.99

1 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

110" ++ JACK DANIELS
Tennessee Whiskey

I GREY GOOSE
: Vodka
175 mer $44 9 9 75‘0‘%?(;2')99/32175mer$45 99 Coup;g? g!!)m $24.99

VOLI ]AGERMEISTER

Bag-nBov 5 Lier $ | e

(hillabl Red, rufy Red Sangria,
Reireshing White & Sunset Busn AL 0“%"3’505
|

Coupon exp. 9/10/17

X $15 99 Coy po?e!;)i,lﬂom $17°99 Coupor?exll‘lig%l;/ﬂ $10°99

| 10% OFF 2/

wr Alivew

| 15% OFF ‘%

i "Hrr-

200 OFF -t

i Aliira
NOWTHROUGH 9/10/17
EXC. ‘S REI

ATVS ANIA

BACARN . JOHNNIE WALKER
Light or Dark Rum Blue Scoich

o Amslier §7, 99 o

OSE CUERVO E ]0HNNlE WM,I(ER 3
old Tequila Black Scotch

ABSOLUT Vodka
80 Proof

Liter $22 99 175 l.llel‘$25 99

Coupon exp. 9/10;

PATRON
Silver Tequila

Cou}(ﬂ?@i}l;)l/!g/l;7 $20 99 IC o l.ipl(;’;w $19 99 750m|$35 99175lller $64 99750m1$42 99175uler $ 99
. GORDON'S
Gin

Cop&o?ggp.l‘gLeO};7 $21099 E

WYBOROWA ]0HNNlE WALKER

b Red Label
: Coulp(;n‘zgp.llgi/lg/rﬂ $33099

SEAGRAM’S 7 CROWN
Blended Whiskey ¢

Cou!(;r:zeép.léi/!?/l;7 $1 6 L] 99

French Cognac
1.75 Liter

Coupon exp. 9/10/17

SOBIESKI
Vodka

Coupon exp. 9/10/17

ASBACH URALT
German Brandy

BERINGER GATO NEGRO

White Zinfandel Or Pinot Grigio All Types

concha y Toro.

tlitr 175 Lifer Frontera amtypes [

l“ $18 99 $23 99 $38 99 T50 ML $4 39 1.5 Liter $7 99' I750m$5 99 1.5 Liter $7 99 T50 ML $3 99 1.5 Liter $6 99

& Cou pone p. 9/10/17

BOLLA WINES
Al Types

1.5 Liter

Cogpor.lexp.'glwlﬂ $10099
MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti

Coupon795x;99lll110l/17 $8'99 Coupo?esxggl/?(!/17 $11'99 Coupo'nzgggll}(!/w $35.99 -‘ Col D75‘p,£!!]/17 $11 99

5 (arlo Rossi (PETER VELLA

Coupon exp. 9/10/17

YELLOW TAIL
All Types

Coupon exp. 9/10/1 Coupon exp. 9/10/

RIIJNITE y CAVIT
All Types Merlot or Pinot Grigio

y plSpllgI/E)r/17 $8 99 15L|ler $7 99 g 15lller $10 (1)

MOET & CHANDON KﬂBBEl ! : Bareioot
Brut Imperial rut X All Types

ALMADEN

Bag-In-Box
All Types 5 Liter

(R CELLARS
e FORTISSIMO

Homemade Barberone Red
14% Alcohol

Coupon exp. 9/10/17
qnswine@gmail.com

MON - WED THURS - SAT OPENSUNDAYI
8:30AM - 10PM | 8:30AM-11PM 12-7PM

Any Liguor Purchose
wof = 1INy or More
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Far Rockaway rezoning project nearly approved

BY BILL PARRY

The $126 million Down-
town Far Rockaway rezoning
project moved a step closer to
approval Monday after the
City Council’s Subcommittee
on Zoning and Franchises
voted unanimously in favor
of the plan, 5-0.

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurel-
ton), the chairman of the
subcommittee and repre-
sentative of the Far Rock-
away community, said the
project will address land
use and zoning, economic
development, housing,
transportation, public
space, community services
and culture.

“Today, we begin the jour-
ney of building on the prog-
ress we have made over the
past four years by infusing
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars into infrastructure, qual-
ity jobs, parks streetscape,
transit improvements, and
both community facility and
open space,” Richards said.

“These investments will en-
sure that Far Rockaway ben-
efits from the amenities that
S0 many other communities
in the city enjoy.”

If the plan is approved by
the City Council Sept. 7, as
expected, the project will be
the neighborhood’s first re-
zoning since 1961, which will
activate long-underutilized
properties and create more
than 3,000 residential units,
over half of which will be
affordable. It will also lay
the groundwork for 250,000
square feet of commercial
space, 86,000 square feet of
community facility space,
and 30,000 square feet of open
space. The project’s momen-
tum is the culmination of
nearly two years of commu-
nity meetings and planning
and if passed it will be the
first Housing New York re-
zoning to get the City Coun-
cil’s blessing since East New
York.

“Through this plan,
Downtown Far Rockaway is
finally getting the investment

City Councilman Donovan Richards (c.) announces the Downtown Far Rockaway rezoning project has
taken another step in the approval process.

it deserves, with new jobs and
mixed-income housing, open
space and community facili-
ties,” city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation President
and CEO James Patchett
said. “We are proud to have
collaborated with Council

member Richards and com-
munity leaders to develop
a vision for a more vibrant
and equitable Downtown Far
Rockaway, and to now make
that vision a reality.”

The neighborhood revi-
talization plan includes a $77

Coutesy of Richards' office

million investment by the
city for sewer infrastructure
improvement, sidewalk ex-
pansion, public plazas and
the DOT has committed to
conducting follow-up traf-
fic studies and making the
necessary improvements to

the 23-block area so it can
adequately handle new traf-
fic that will be generated by
incoming residents to the
area.

Richards said the lack of
city investment for nearly 40
years had created cynicism
about government, and a life
of hopelessness for young
men and women, where lim-
ited options to educational
programming and jobs creat-
ed a conduit straight into the
prison industrial complex.

“This is why today’s
agreement to rezone Down-
town Far Rockaway is much
bigger than just the words
density, bulk and height.
This rezoning gauges and
rectifies the compounding
issues that have plagued this
community for decades,”
Richards said. “Today I'm
happy to say it’s a new day
for Far Rockaway.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-

cal.com or by phone at (718)
260-4538.
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OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 15, 2017
10am-3pm

SHADOW A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

At The Mary Louis Academy, you will find your own

voice—distinctive, confident, intelligent, creative,

and empowered—a voice that will be one of your
greatest assets in life.

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood,
New York. Accredited by the Middle
States Association of Colleges and
Schools and Chartered by the State of NY.

Please pre-register
for our open house
at www.tmla.org.

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432 | Phone: 718-297-2120 | Fax: 718-739-0037 | @ WEARETMLA | #HILLTOPPERNATION | TACHS #016




BRIDAL FASHION

BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339-3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS

4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308 (718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095

(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net

Staten Island Mall

Lower Level, Macy's Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718)
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS

TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314

(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES

ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359,
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY'’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE

86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228

(718) 836-9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS

133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344

158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344

1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344

1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356-2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260-2500

2017

\© WEDDING
DIRECTORY

RAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, SI, NY 10305, (718) 447-5882
www.IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117
Waterfront Dining - www.nickslobsterhouse.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING

ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT

AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/

360 ENTERTAINMENT

4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in
Brooklyn, (718) 227-3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS

UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS

FLORAL FANTASY

3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn,
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566-8380,
www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or (718) 238-3838,
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS

1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600,

www.marineflorists.com

JEWELRY

BENNY'’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273

2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO

171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134

Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718)
504-1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690-1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

SALONS

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748-7411 www.piloarts.com

SERVICES

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE
OF NY

Dr. Natalie Marks

960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL

JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO

www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317-9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

1

1102 12 "9y “Kap sKang



12

Queens Weekey, Auc. 27, 2017

*/ (718) 366-7400

68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

Christ the King
Announces
New Principal

The Board of Trustees of
Christ the King High School
announced that Ms. Geri Mar-
tinez has been appointed Prin-
cipal of Christ the King High
School.

Serphin R. Maltese, Chair-
man of the Christ the King
Board of Trustees said, “After
a thorough review of highly
qualified candidates, we at
Christ the King are pleased to
announce the appointment of
Ms. Gerri Martinez as Princi-
pal. Her experience and enthu-
siasm as an educator for over
30 years will be a wonderful
fit with the hard work and ef-
forts put in by the faculty and
administration to make Christ
the King a pillar of academic
excellence.”

Principal Martinez stated, “I
have been blessed in my life
to always be able to do what
| love to do, working with fac-
ulty and students, meeting the
challenges of each day and
searching for the next step in
the continuum of professional
and personal growth for all. |
now look forward to my new
role as Principal of Christ the
King High School.”

Ms. Martinez has many years
of experience in Catholic edu-
cation. She began her career
at Stella Maris High School as

a guidance counselor, and lat-
er served as Assistant Princi-
pal. Ms. Martinez then became
Principal of Stella Maris, a role
she enjoyed for 14 years. Upon
the closing of Stella Maris, she
served as Assistant Principal
of Bishop Kearney High School
and most currently, Interim
Principal of Bishop Kearney.

Ms. Martinez holds a degree
in school counseling and New
York State certification in Ad-
ministration and Supervision.
She has also been teaching at
St. Joseph’s College for over
16 years and serves on a host
of educational and Catholic
affiliated organizations.

Israel

Continued from Page 1

that the Jewish community
in Queens and across NYC
could be given the opportuni-
ty to commemorate this his-
toric occasion that is deeply
woven into the celebration of
our heritage,” she said.

Lancman cited a Jeru-
salem Post article that said
the museum decided against
hosting the event after plans
were made public, citing op-
position from “Palestinian
friends of the museum.”

He and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Simanowitz (D-Flush-
ing) blasted the “anti-Semit-
ic” decision by the museum
Aug. 22 and called for a NYC
Human Rights Commission
investigation to have the re-
enactment reinstated.

A few hours later Queens
Museum said the event was
back on.

“After a  productive
conversation with Israel’s
ambassador to the United
Nations, Danny Danon, the
Queens Museum will work
with the Israeli mission on
the proposed commemora-
tion of the 1947 vote,” the
museum said in a statement.
“We are deeply committed to
all the communities we serve
through our meaningful arts
programming and we are
looking forward to making
this a successful event.”

Despite the museum’s
reversal, Lancman and Si-

Park

Continued from Page 1

how to spend more than $10
million that will be contrib-
uted by the United States Ten-
nis Association.

The suit, filed in 2016, had
primarily alleged that the
alliance violated city law by
denying Lancman, who rep-
resents the southern portion
of the fourth largest park in
the city, a seat on the board of
directors. At issue was Lanc-
man’s contention that locking
him out of the board breached
the City Charter and the Ad-
ministrative Code.

Originally, City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East EImhurst),
who brokered the 2013 deal
with the USTA over its park
expansion, was the only
Council member who could
choose a representative to the

manowitz are still demand-
ing the board of the Queens
Museum immediately re-
move the institution’s execu-
tive director from her posi-
tion. They are also calling
on the city’s Human Rights
Commission to investigate
the decision as a violation of
Title 8 of the city Adminis-
trative Code, also known as
the city Human Rights Law.

According to Lancman,
the decision by the museum,
a public accommodation,
represented a discrimina-
tory refusal to provide full
and equal enjoyment of its
services based on religion
and national origin, both
protected classes under the
law, as well as an unlawful
boycott.

“We are deeply troubled
that the museum’s execu-
tive director and president,
Laura Raicovich, let her
own personal support for
the The Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions Movement in-
fect her decision making in
this matter,” Lancman and
Simanowitz said in a joint
statement. “The celebration
of the vote establishing the
state of Israel is arecognition
of a historic turning point at
the site of the Queens Muse-
um, and is profoundly mean-
ingful to New York’s Jewish
community. She has abused
the trust placed in her by
the people of the City of New
York, who fund the museum
as a cultural representation
of Queens, the most diverse

Alliance. Lancman alleged
the arrangement was political
favoritism towardman ally of
Mayor Bill de Blasio, but City
Hall argued the arrangement
was made because the majori-
ty of the park was in Fererras-
Copeland’s district.

The mayor attempted to
have the lawsuit dismissed
earlier this year, but the State
Supreme Court denied de
Blasio’s motion.

The resolution grants
representation on the board
to all Council members who
represent neighborhoods sur-
rounding the park, including
Lancman, Ferreras-Cope-
land, City Councilwoman
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest
Hills), City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) and City
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayide).

“I'm very pleased that the
resolution of this lawsuit will
mean fair representation for

county in the United States.”

BDS is a Palestinian-
led movement that believes
that Israel is occupying and
colonizing Palestinian land
and discriminating against
Palestinian citizens of Israel.
The movement is inspired by
the South African anti-apart-
heid movement, according to
the group’s website.

The museum statement
did not address the accu-
sations surrounding Rai-
covich.

Lancman also claimed
that Raicovich previously
edited a book of essays, “As-
suming Boycott: Resistance,
Agency and Cultural Pro-
duction,” which included an
essay praising a movement
to boycott Israel.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) also chimed in,
calling the decision by the
museum bizarre and said
that the project is a celebra-
tion of a key piece of Queens
history.

“Personally I do not
see how this project is
‘political,” ” Meng said.
“How is commemorating
a major world event that
took place in Queens and
the U.N.’s establishment
of one of America’s clos-
est allies political? The
museum and Israeli Mis-
sion already agreed to
this re-enactment of the
U.N. vote, and planning
for it was well underway
before the museum back-
tracked.”

myself and all the Council
members whose districts
overlap and abut Flushing
Meadows Corona Park,”
Lancman said. “Our constit-
uents all use and care deeply
about the park, and I look for-
ward to working together to
bring resources to Flushing
Meadows to make it the truly
great park it was meant to be.
I'want to thank Mayor de Bla-
sio and Council member Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland for
their sincere efforts to bring
about this resolution.”

Ferreras-Copeland  de-
clined to comment. Repre-
sentatives of the board of di-
rectors will propose changes
to the bylaws at the Oct. 13
meeting to add appointees
of each new council district
and the mayor will appoint
an additional two more
board members, increasing
the total from 15 to 21 people,
officials said.
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Church

Continued from Page 1

years before moving to New York
City.”

Grace lost her husband five
years ago and endures significant
health issues, but she was deter-
mined. She contacted TimesLedg-
er Newspapers Sunday to learn
more about the case and the name
of the church.

Grace called a car service Mon-
day afternoon and set off on her
trip to Corona.

“I didn’t know how to get there
by subway, so I figured I'd be bet-
ter off letting a driver find it,” she
said.

The car pulled up to Canaan
Baptist Church, located at 35-24
108th St.. Grace met with Pastor
Juan Carlos Suero, 52, and pre-
sented him with a check in the
amount of $2,300, enough to cover
the expense for new instruments.

“It was great, man. She helped
us so much,” Suero said. “God
touched her heart and now we
have the money to buy new equip-
ment. She’s a lovely person. Just
wonderful.”

Boo Grace was happy to help.

“It was really nice to meet the
pastor and his wife,” she said. “It
was time well spent.”

Boo Grace visits with Canaan Baptist
Church pastor Juan Carlos Suero and
presents him with a check to replace
stolen instruments. Courtesy Pastor Suero

Police were still looking for
the suspect, described as a black
male between 30 and 40 years old.
He was last seen wearing a yel-
low jacket and blue jeans. Any-
one with information is asked to
call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by
phone at (718) 260-4538.

Coding
Continued from Page 1

Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Hoping to close that gap
is Reshma Saujani, the CEO
of and Founder of Girls Who
Code, an organization work-
ing to help usher young wom-
en into the field of coding.

In collaboration  with
AT&T, Girls Who Code donat-
ed 800 non-fiction computer
science and coding books, pub-
lished by Penguin, to Central
Library located at 89-11 Mer-
rick Blvd. in Jamaica.

“Girls Who Code: Learn to
Code and Change the World” is
the first of 13 books in a series
of nonfiction and fiction books
produced by the organization.

Saujani became inspired
about introducing young girls
to coding after visiting schools
while running for Congress in
2010, and again later for the
city public advocate’s seat in
2013. Although she did not
win those elections, she did
gain perspective when she
saw almost no girls in STEM
classes.

“I'm passionate about this
issue because this is about
opportunity,” Saujani told a

news conference at the Central
Library, where the books were
being given out.. “This is all
about jobs.”

As the daughter of Ugan-
dan refugees who came to the
United States in the 1970s, go-
ing to the library and having
a great education was some-
thing the Yale graduate’s par-
ents instilled in her. Now, it’s
what she wants to impart to
young women who may have
an interest in coding, but
think they can’t achieve it be-
cause the field is portrayed as
a boys’ only club.

“No matter how tired my
father was, he always took
me to the library to learn,”
said Saujani, the first Indian-
American woman to run for
Congress. “Their resilience
is why I am here today.”

During the press confer-
ence for the book that was
released Tuesday, Amina
Grant, 17, from Hollis picked
up a copy.

“T heard what she said, and
while I'm not typically a com-
puter girl, I have friends who
are into computer science,”
Amina said. “I'm not familiar
with the topic, but why not
see what’s it about?”

Marissa Shorenstein, the

AT&T East President, was
glad to be at the book launch
at the library.

“I thought this would be a
great opportunity for AT&T
to help young women specifi-
cally in STEM fields,” Sho-
renstein said. “They might be
eligible for jobs at a company
like AT&T, and one of the
things we struggle with is to
ensure diversity in those ar-
eas of our business.”

Dennis Walcott, the presi-
dent of Queens Library, be-
lieves the Central branch was
the perfect place to launch
the book.

“One of the key things
about me is spreading the
word,” Walcott said. “We
have 11 million people who
walk through our doors every
year.”

“Far too many girls and
young women are not getting
a chance at technical skills
and at building and creating
things,” Saujani said. “I hope
they pick up this book and
say ‘this is cool, and I want to
learn more.” ”

Reach reporter Naeisha
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718)
260-4573.
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