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BY BILL PARRY

The city has postponed the 
Oct. 1 opening for the homeless 
shelter in Maspeth, according to 
state Assemblywoman Margaret 

Markey (D-Maspeth). 
After phone conversations 

with Mayor Bill de Blasio Tues-
day and with Human Resources 
Administration Commissioner 
Stephen Banks, who oversees the 

Department of Homeless Servic-
es, Wednesday afternoon, Mar-
key said the city will not move 
forward with the original date.  
She said City Hall will continue 
to evaluate the plan and the pro-

gram to convert the Holiday Inn 
Express on 55th Road.

“This postponement gives 
us the opportunity to continue 
to bring pressure on the city to 
change its plan for Maspeth,” 
Markey said. “With Community 
Board 5’s review still underway, 
we still have not seen answers to 
our continuing concerns about 
the location of the facility, the 
track record of the proposed 
provider and details about the 
financial arrangement between 
the city, Acacia Network and the 
hotel owner.”

Markey was booed during last 
week’s CB5 public hearing at the 
Knockdown Center even after 
it was announced that she had 
joined Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) and 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) in filing a lawsuit 
against the city to stop the open-
ing of the shelter because it vio-
lates several city administrative 
codes.

Markey had reached out to 
City Comptroller Scott Stringer 
shortly after the shelter proposal 
surfaced last month to ask for his 
help in examining the proposal. 
The outreach resulted in a meet-

BY BILL PARRY

It took nearly three weeks, but 
Mayor Bill de Blasio finally had 
his “polite but firm conversation” 
with City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) Tues-
day over his opposition to rezon-
ing to allow the Phipps Houses to 
build 209-units of affordable hous-
ing just outside the Sunnyside 
Gardens historic district. 

While neither side would dis-
cuss details of the talks, de Blasio 
spokeswoman Aja Worhy-Davis 
said, “The mayor and Council 
member Van Bramer had a re-
spectful and substantive discus-
sion regarding the project. We 
look forward to an outcome that 
benefits all.”

Sources say the talks were 
indeed “firm,” but Van Bramer 
continues to oppose the project, 
which is tentatively scheduled 
to go before the City Council for 
approval or rejection later this 
month. Van Bramer holds sway 
over the project as Council proto-
col typically follows the decision 
of the area’s representative.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica Bay will soon 
be populated with 50,000 
new oysters, thanks to a 
plan announced by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and the city 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection.

The project, conducted 
in partnership with the 

Billion Oyster Project, will 
be the single largest instal-
lation of breeding oysters 
into an environment in 
New York City, according 
to the mayor’s office.

“This oyster bed will 
serve multiple purposes 
- protecting our wetlands 
from erosion, naturally 
filtering our water and pro-

viding a home for our sea 
dwellers are just a few,” de 
Blasio said. “More broadly, 
this oyster bed is a small 
but necessary step in our 
broader OneNYC commit-
ment to create a more sus-
tainable and resilient city.”

Oysters help to extract 
pollutants from water, as-

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10

Jamaica Bay welcomes oyster infl ux

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

School districts in Queens varied in terms of 
the numbers of students who experienced home-
lessness in the 2014-15 school year, according to a 
new report released by a nonprofit.

“On the Map: The Atlas of Student Home-

State Assembly members David Weprin (l) and Alicia Hyndman (r) showed up at an anti-hate vigil in Jamaica Hills held 
in response to the murder of a Bangladehsi woman who lived in the neighborhood. See story on Page 3.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Van Bramer
still opposes
Phipps project

Student homelessness 
varies through boro

Maspeth shelter put on hold: Markey
Challenger Brian Barnwell calls delay political theater ahead of Democratic primary

Two of the 50,000 breeding oysters that 
are being seeded in Jamaica Bay as part 
of a plan to restore the bivalves to the 
New York waters.  Courtesy of NYC DEPContinued on Page 8

SAYING NO TO HATE
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, S
EPT. 11, 2016

3

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A neighbor was arrested 
and charged this weekend 
in the Aug. 31 murder of a 
60-year-old Muslim woman 
in Jamaica Hills, police 
said. The man, who admit-
ted to fatally stabbing her, 
lived half a block from 
where the killing occurred, 
according to police.

The arrest came as reli-
gious and community lead-
ers urged the authorities 
to consider the possibility 
that the attack was a hate 
crime, even though police 
were saying the suspect’s 
motive was robbery.

“We welcome the fact 
that a person has been ar-
rested so quickly and are 
waiting to see what devel-
ops through the court pro-
cess,” said Ibrahim Hooper, 
a spokesman for the Coun-
cil on American Islamic Re-
lations. “We’re being told 

this was a robbery and that 
will need to be determined 
based on the facts present-
ed at the trial.”

Yonatan Galvez-Marin, 
22, was arrested Saturday 
and charged with mur-
der in the second degree, 
attempted robbery  and 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, according to the 
criminal complaint filed 
by the Queens district at-
torney..

Galvez-Marin allegedly 
approached Nazma Khan-
am, 60, as she was walking 
home outside 160-12 Nor-
mal Road at 9:15 p.m. Aug. 
31, according to police.  He 
allegedly demanded money 
from Khanam, who was in 
Islamic dress, and when 
she refused, he stabbed her 
once in the chest and fled, 
police said.

Khanam was found af-
ter the attack by her hus-
band, Shamul Alam Khan, 

67, who had been walking 
in the same direction a 
short distance behind his 
wife. She was taken to Ja-
maica Hospital but was 
pronounced dead.

Afterwards, police re-
leased surveillance video 
of a man walking down 
Normal Road around the 
time of the attack, calling 
him a person of interest. 
According to NYPD Chief 
of Detectives Robert Boyce, 
police continued to canvass 
the scene when they came 
across Galvez-Marin. Po-
lice said he lived on Nor-
mal Road about half a block 
from where the stabbing 
occurred.

Galvez-Marin accompa-
nied officers to the 107th 
Precinct, and after ques-
tioning him Boyce said 
Galvez-Marin admitted to 
attempting to rob Khanam, 
and then stabbing her once 
in the chest. According 

to Boyce, Galvez-Marin 
worked as a “busboy or 
a messenger” at an un-
named Italian restaurant 
in Brooklyn, and police un-

covered no prior criminal 
or emotional incidents with 
the suspect. Boyce said he 
had traveled to the United 
States from Colombia about 
a year ago.

The stabbing followed 
the shooting death of the 
imam of a South Ozone 
Park mosque last month, 
along with his associate. 
Oscar Morel, 35, of East 
New York, Brooklyn, was 
arrested and was in court 
to plead not guilty last 
week, but police have not 
yet uncovered a motive and 
he has not been charged 
with a hate crime.

A funeral service and 
community gathering was 
held for Khanam Friday 
outside of the Jamaica 
Muslim Center. A blue 
tarp was laid in the street 
so hundreds of mourners 
could kneel and pray in the 
punishing sunlight. Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman (D-

Hillcrest), who represents 
the area, Public Advocate 
Letitia James and state 
Assemblywoman Alicia 
Hyndman (D-Springfield 
Gardens), attended the 
event along with commu-
nity and religious leaders 
and family members of the 
slain woman.

According to Jamaica 
Muslim Center President 
Mohammad Rahman, 
Khan and Khanam emi-
grated from Bangladesh 
seven years ago. She was 
an educator and a mother 
of three. He defended the 
local Muslim community, 
saying they had helped to 
improve the area during 
the prior decades.

“We came here to build 
houses and establish busi-
nesses,” he said. “I would 
like to tell the evil people…
we are here to stay. We are 
here to build this commu-
nity.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing residents and 
lawmakers marched to-
gether last week seeking 
justice for Vincent Chun 
Man Tse, the 68-year-old 
who was brutally attacked 
and killed after a park-
ing dispute in Flushing in 
July. 

The marchers, holding 
signs with photos of Tse 
near death after his as-
sault, demanded that the 
man charged in his death, 
Cleamon Anderson and 
his sister, face upgraded 
charges.

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D- Flushing), State 
Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), City Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing), Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) and city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
joined marchers holding 
a banner with the hashtag  
#Justice4Tse and #Stand-

up4elderly. The marchers 
met in front of Rosenthal 
Self Help Senior Center, 
where Tse volunteered for 
six years, serving fellow 
seniors food in his free 
time. Participants marched 
along Geranium Avenue to 
Colden Street. Their final 

destination was the inter-
section on Colden Street 
where Anderson, 44, alleg-
edly punched Tse into a 
coma he never recovered 
from, according to prosecu-
tors. 

“Vincent Tse was a be-
loved father, caring hus-

band, proud grandfather, 
and devoted member of our 
community,” Kim said. “He 
lived a life of faith and ser-
vice caring for others, and 
a part of him will always 
remain in the many lives 
he has touched. In memory 
of one who gave so much 
of his time and energy to 
helping those in need, we 
are compelled to stand up 
and speak – for him and for 
all vulnerable seniors. His 
sudden death has brought 
indescribable shock, grief, 
and anger to so many of us, 
and we ask for no less than 
the full weight of justice.”

According to a crimi-
nal complaint filed by the 
Queens district attorney, 
video surveillance shows 
Anderson approaching Tse 
July 22 and striking him 
in the head, causing him 
to fall on the ground. When 
police arrived on the scene, 
they found Tse on the 
ground bleeding from the 

mouth, unable to communi-
cate and with a swollen eye, 
according to prosecutors. 
Tse sustained a fractured 
skull, frontal and temporal 
contusions as well as swell-
ing and bleeding from the 
brain, prosecutors said.

Anderson admitted to 
prosecutors that he was 
involved in a collision with 
Tse’s car, the complaint said.  
He claimed Tse grabbed his 
sister’s arm and when she 
pulled away and Anderson 
approached Tse, he “made 
a fake maneuver” and fell 
to the ground on his own, 
according to the complaint. 
To date Anderson has only 
been charged with felony 
assault.

Anderson’s sister, who 
was at the scene of the at-
tack, is an NYPD school 
safety agent. Since she cor-
roborated Anderson’s story, 
protesters want prosecu-
tors to hold her accountable 
for trying to cover up the 

attack and lying to investi-
gators. 

Vincent’s son, Steven, 
attended the rally. 

“This crime left a sorrow 
in my heart.  Everytime I 
see his garden, his empty 
seat at the dinner table and 
family lunch hour on the 
weekend,” he said. “We will 
miss him dearly. My family 
has been put into the most 
difficult situation by the 
killer and his sister. They 
tag teamed to rob us of a 
loved one. Furthermore, 
they both lied to the very 
end. We only seek the truth 
and justice, so we can have 
closure to my father’s un-
timely death.”

Nearly 3,500 signatures 
have been collected fight-
ing for upgraded charges, 
300 paper copies and 3,000 
online. The petition, on 
change.org, needs 5,000 
signatures before it can be 
sent to Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown.  

Community seeks justice in death of Vincent Tse

City Muslims unite in grief over killing
Man charged with murder after Bangladeshi woman stabbed in Jamaica Hills

YONATAN GALVEZ MARIN
 Twitter

Lawmakers rally with the community demanding a harsher pun-
ishment for the suspect charged in the deadly assault. 

Courtesy of Ron Kim
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Watch MLB, The Playoffs,  
NCAA & NFL Football

 
 

 

Sunday Funday - Giveaways & Drink Specials 
Sunday Brunch 11am-3pm $13.95 & Bottomless 

Brunch $26.95 - 2 Hours Unlimited Cocktails

OR TAKE A CAB WITH LINDYS & RETURN IS FREE* 

 
 

FREE

O’NEILL’S MASPETH 
GREAT VIEW, TERRIFIC FOOD & PLENTY TO CHEER ABOUT

 718.672.9696 

THURSDAY  
NIGHT  

FOOTBALL

MARGARITA 

PIZZA 

GET IN ON THE ACTION
LIVE SPORTS ACTION ON MORE THAN 65 TVS WITH  

SURROUND SOUND YOU’LL FEEL LIKE YOU’RE ON THE FIELD

FOX  
SOCCER  

PLUS
AVAILABLE

MONDAY  
NIGHT  

FOOTBALL

50 CENT WINGS  
20 FLAVORS  
TO CHOOSE FROM 

 
 

 BBQ 
 

 
 

 
 

VOTED BEST WINGS  
AT THE CITIFIELD  
WING CONTEST
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WE’VE MOVED! NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of credit 
union membership to even more people in Queens.

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

BY BILL PARRY

A lifelong resident of 
Kew Gardens and Rich-
mond Hill is calling out au-
thor and radio personality 
Garrison Keillor on behalf 
of over 2.3 million of his fel-
low Queens residents not 
named Donald Trump. 

JT Woods, 50, a free-
lance artist, actor and 
musician, wrote Keillor 
demanding an apology 
last week after reading his 
“Open Letter to Donald 
Trump” op-ed that went vi-
ral on the Internet.

“I read his snotty little 
thing and it annoyed me 
greatly,” Woods said. “I’ve 
always been a huge fan of 
his Prairie Home Compan-
ion on the radio, but now 
I want to know, why is he 
picking on Queens? We’ve 
done nothing wrong to this 
person.”

When Keillor did not re-
spond, Woods put his letter 
on social media creating 

quite a stir of his own. It 
began with Keillor’s strong 
rebuke of the Queens-born 
Trump in a Washington 
Post guest column Aug. 31.

“The New York Times 
treats you like a village 
idiot. This is painful for 
a Queens boy trying to 
win respect in Manhat-
tan where the Times is the 
Supreme Liberal Jewish 
Anglican Arbiter of Who 
Has The Smarts and What 
Goes Where,” Keillor wrote 
in an open-letter format to 
Trump. “You are Queens. 
The casinos were totally 
Queens, the gold faucets 
in your triplex, the brag-
ging, the insults, but you 
wanted to be liked by Those 
People.”

Woods fired back that 
if the five borough were 
separate cities, Queens 
would be America’s fourth 
most populated behind 
Los Angeles, Chicago and 
Brooklyn. That his beloved 
borough was declared the 

World’s Most Ethnically 
Diverse Urban Area by the 
Guinness Book of World’s 
Records. 

Woods listed Rockaway 
Beach, MoMA PS1, the So-
crates Sculpture Garden 
and the Museum of the 
Moving Image among its 
top attractions along with 
the big name celebrities 
who have lived here, from 
Tony Bennett and Louis 
Armstrong to Jack Kerouac 
and LL Cool J.

“You have made a for-
tune spinning tales of a 
mythically non-diverse 
town named Lake Wobe-
gone, and some of the peo-
ple who heard these stories 
believed them to be real,” 
Woods wrote to Keillor. 
“These are the same people 
who now want to ‘Make 
America Great Again’ by 
creating a land which nev-
er was.”

Woods accuses Keillor 
of projecting his own in-
securities about living in 

New York City in the 1980s 
onto Trump.

“You did this with-
out knowing Queens, the 
Queens you mentioned was 
something you saw watch-
ing ‘All in the Family’ on 
television,” Woods wrote. 
“The people of Queens have 
faced heartbreak, but they 
don’t quit, they don’t leave, 
they believe hard work re-
sults in miracles. The peo-
ple of Queens are tenacious, 
persistent and they don’t 
run home to Mommy. You 
don’t know anything about 
Queens because New York 
broke you and you cried all 
the way home.”

Woods said he has made 
a habit of speaking up in de-
fense of his borough, and he 
will gladly do it again. He 
has not heard a response 
from Garrison Keillor, not 
does he expect one.

A request for comment 
from TimesLedger News-
papers has not been re-
sponded to by Keillor or his 

Kew Gardens man slams Keillor’s Queens slur

Author Garrison Keillor draws the ire of Kew Gardens resident JT 
Woods for slamming Queens in an op-ed piece last week.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Brooklyn federal 
judge ordered that Queens 
Public Library must pay 
for the defense of the for-
mer president and CEO, 
Thomas Galante.

Galante, who worked 
with the library for 27 
years, was fired in Decem-
ber 2014 amid an FBI in-
vestigation of his outside 
consulting business and 
audit by City Comptroller 
Scott Stringer that deter-
mined Galante was using 
the Library to pay for per-
sonal expenses. Galante 
went on to sue the library 
for $2 million in Novem-
ber 2015 for breach of 
contract, claiming he was 
fired without cause. 

Federal Judge Allyne 
Ross ruled that under the 
New York Not-for-Profit 
Corporation Law the li-
brary is required to pro-
vide Galante with reason-
able litigations expenses 
for his defense against 
their counter claims. Ross 
ruled that the law “allows 
the director or officer of a 
not-for-profit corporation 
to seek advancement of 
legal fees when a lawsuit 
is filed against him for 
which he may ultimately 
be entitled to indemnifica-
tion”

The library is seeking 
$200,000 from Galante for 
the questionable expenses. 
It is also seeking an addi-

tional $260,000 the library 
had to spend on legal fees 
that began accruing when 
the FBI started investi-
gating Galante in 2014, 
which has not yet led to an 
indictment. The library 
also asked for Galante to 
return tablets, an iPhone, 
and desktop computer. 

The countersuit 
charged Galante with 
charging over $200,000 in 
personal expenses on his 
library corporate credit 
card in the span of two 
years. Galante allegedly 
spent money on meals, 
alcoholic beverages, park-
ing tickets, concert tickets, 
furniture for his office, 
office roof deck or home, 
and books he bought on 
Amazon for his Kindle. 

“After giving 27 years 
of my life to the Queens 
Library and raising mil-
lions of dollars to make it 
better, the political winds 

changed overnight and 
my name was dragged 
through the mud,” Gal-
ante said. “I’m filing this 
lawsuit to set the record 
straight.”

In response to the law-
suit, the library counter 
sued Galante seeking re-
covery of its money. 

The library also claims 
Galante was working full 
time for another employer 
in violation of his obli-
gations to the library. It 
claims he conducted per-
sonal business on library 
time and utilized the legal 
services of the library’s 
outside counsel for his 
own personal benefit. Ad-
ditionally, the suit claims 
he has refused to return 
property that belongs to 
the library. 

Galante has denied all 
the allegations, claiming 
the expenditure were for 
the benefit of the library 
and that the library was 
aware and approved his 
outside consulting work 
and he has not kept any 
property belonging to the 
library. 

 The judge also ruled 
that if Galante is ultimate-
ly found guilty of misus-
ing library funds, the fees 
advanced to him will have 
to be repaid.

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) stepped out of his 
district last week to openly 
oppose anti-LGBT state-
ments made by Democrat 
S.J. Jung, a candidate for 
state Senate.

 At a Tuesday news 
conference  in front of the 
former MinKwon Cen-
ter president’s campaign 
headquarters in Flushing 
at 32-26 Union St., Dromm 
expressed concern for the 
civil rights of the LGBT 
community and a feeling 
of betrayal from Jung, who 
once worked with the coun-
cilman in local activist 
groups. Dromm was joined 
by Michael Mallon, presi-
dent of the Lesbian and Gay 
Democratic Club; Michael 
Serao of the LGBT Network; 
and activist Larry Menzie

At a church event in 
March, Jung told a Korean 
youth group he believed 
gay marriage should not be 
depicted in textbooks.

“As state senator, I will 
protect them from hate 
crimes and uphold their 
human and legal rights. I, 
however, believe the Bible’s 
teaching that marriage is 
between a man and a wom-
an and do not support same 
sex marriage.  I believe this 
is a matter of distinction, 
not a matter of discrimina-
tion. At the event on March 
28, I talked about the chal-
lenges faced by groups who 
are not in agreement with 

the Supreme Court’s ruling 
on the same sex marriage. 
I was referring to a general 
trend in the nation, not a 
specific legislation pending 
in the NewYork State Sen-
ate,” Jung said Aug. 30.  

But this statement con-
fused and failed to reso-
nate with Dromm and the 
LGBTQ leaders who stood 
with him at the conference. 
According to Dromm, Jung 
seems to fail to understand 
the nature of discrimina-
tion. 

““I don’t think a young 
person understands the dif-
ference [between distinc-
tion and discrimination] 
either. They get a message 
that they are less than, they 
are not valued, and that’s a 
very dangerous message,” 
Menzie, a Generation Q 
founder, said. “It’s unimag-
inable that we are fighting 
this fight right now.”

Dromm said Jung stat-
ing his opinion on gay mar-
riage in front of a group of 

youths was a reckless move, 
considering the statistic 
that between 3 percent and 
10 percent of the population 
is LGBT.

“You have to wonder the 
impact it has on kids like 
that,” Dromm said. “You 
know, we hear about sui-
cides, we hear about youth 
being bullied in schools. 
This is a different form of 
bullying.”

 Mallon  joined the dis-
cussion.

“He said he wants to keep 
LGBT couples out of school 
textbooks, he wants to keep 
us invisible and in the clos-
et,” Mallon said, adding how 
erasing gay people from cur-
riculum validates a danger-
ous self-loathing in youth 
who need role models.

Dromm said he and 
Jung had worked together 
in the past to achieve a 
equality for both LGBT and 
immigrant groups, but his 
latest statements came as a 
stab in back.

Jung rebuked on gays
Activists question marriage equality statements

Queens Library is liable 
for Galante’s legal fees

Queens Public Library was 
ordered to pay Thomas 
Galante’s legal fees.

Mark Mallon of the Lesbian and Gay Democratic Club of Queens, 
Larry Menzie, Councilman Daniel Dromm and LGBT Network's 
Michael Serao responded to S.J. Jung's comments against mar-
riage equality in textbooks. Photo by Mark Hallum
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N A D I A’ S  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  C E N T R E 

BAYRIDGE COMMONS SHOPPING CENTER  208-42 CROSS ISLAND PARKWAY  BAYSIDE, NY 11360  718.279.3980  NADIADANCE.NET

FALL 2016 OPEN HOUSE SEPTEMBER 10TH  10AM-4PM
JOIN US FOR OUR FABULOUS FALL OPEN HOUSE  FREE TRIAL CLASSES, GAMES AND GIVEAWAYS!  SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH  10AM-4PM

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A young, aspiring 
Queens politician has 
been charged with falsify-
ing documents during her 
failed City Council cam-
paign for the seat now held 
by City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens).

Bellerose resident, Ce-
lia Dosamantes, 25, was a 
candidate in the 2015 spe-
cial election to represent 
the 23rd Council District, 
which covers Little Neck, 
Douglaston, Bayside, Fresh 
Meadows and Bellerose, as 
well as several other neigh-
borhoods.

 The Manhattan district 
attorney’s office indicted 
Dosamantes for allegedly 
forging 32 contribution 
cards that totaled $3,222 
in a bid to obtain matching 
funds. The city’s matching 
funds program allows can-
didates to match donations 
from city residents at a rate 
of $6 for every $1 raised. 

Dosamantes’ fictitious do-
nations would have added 
up to $19,530 in taxpayer 
dollars if her attempt had 
gone through, the indict-
ment said.

 If convicted, she faces 
two to seven years on charg-
es of filing a false instru-
ment and grand larceny.

 The city Campaign 
Finance Board requires 
that campaigns report all 
of their financial activ-
ity along with supporting 
documentation, which in-
cludes checks and contribu-
tion cards. On Aug. 6, 2015 
and Aug. 10, 2015 Dosaman-
tes submitted contributions 
to be matched by the CBF, 
and in doing so verified 
that the submissions were 
true and correct, accord-
ing to the indictment.  The 
filings contained dozens of 
forged contribution cards 
that were digitally altered, 
making it appear that cer-
tain donors donated to 
her campaign twice, the 
DA said. All of the donors 

were able to confirm they 
did not make the donations 
reflected on the falsified 
documents,according to 
the indictment. 

Dosamantes was caught 
during a visit to her home 
by the CFB toward the end 
of August 2015. According 
to the indictment, Dosa-
mantes attempted to con-
ceal the contribution cards 
in a folder on her lap during 
the visit. 

Dosamantes stated sev-
eral times to the Campaign 
Finance Board that she was 
responsible for handling 
cash contributions, accord-
ing to the indictment. The 
campaign’s financial re-
cords were mostly kept in 
her Queens home, where 
she maintained control 
over them. 

When a search warrant 
was issued, several com-
puters were seized that re-
vealed copies of dozens of 
forged contribution cards 
and browser history that 
shows multiple visits to the 

CFB website, where disclo-
sure statements were filed, 
the indictment said.

Dosamantes previ-
ously worked as an aide to 

state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng(D-Flushing).  She 
attended Francis Lewis 

High School and received 
her bachelor’s degree from 
SUNY Albany. She was 
attempting to finish law 
school at St. John’s Univer-
sity. During her campaign 
for City Council she ran on 
a platform that emphasized 
reducing overcrowding in 
high schools and expand-
ing transportation services 
for seniors. 

“I came from the neigh-
borhood, I grew up here 
and I want the leadership to 
reflect the diversity of the 
community and my plat-
form is for everybody,” she 
told the TimesLedger in an 
interview during the run-
up to the six-way Democrat-
ic primary. 

Bob Friedrich, Rebecca 
Lynch, Ali Najmi and Sat-
nam Singh Parhar were 
also candidates in the pri-
mary won by Grodenchik. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Celia Dosamantes has been charged with filing false documents. 
Photo by Michael Shain

Dosamantes campaign faces corruption charges
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Van Bramer also met re-
cently with Phipps Houses 
President Adam Weinstein 
and remains opposed to the 
controversial plan. 

Phipps Houses declined 
comment.

Meanwhile, a coalition 
of nearly a dozen commu-
nity and arts organizations 
will hold a summit on Sun-
day, Sept. 18, to discuss the 
Phipps Houses plan and the 
overdevelopment of west-
ern Queens, among a host 
of other issues.

“The area’s real estate 
boom and increase in popu-
lation had already exposed 
a marked inadequacy of in-
frastructure, with crowded 
transit, a decrepit sewer 
system, a lack of parks, not 
enough schools, and no hos-
pital,” summit organizer 
Patricia Dorfman, execu-
tive director of the Sunny-
side Chamber of Commerce, 
said. “Residents saw no 
attendant planning by the 
city to remedy the lack, so 
that granting permission to 
bring in even more people 
and activity would further 
strain the system and leave 
the taxpayers the burden 

 to pay for the support sys-
tem.”

The panel discussion 
will be held at the Queen 
of Angels Parish Hall at 
44th Street and Skillman 
Avenue from 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. Kirsten Theodos, the 
founder of TakeBackNYC, 
will give a talk on displace-
ment and gentrification.

“An average of 542 com-
mercial tenants are evicted 
every month across the five 
boroughs,” Theodos said. 
The Sunnyside community 
has been on edge since the 
spring of 2014, when its only 
movie theater and a popu-
lar Irish pub was part of a 
lot sold to a developer for $7 
million and is  now on the 
market for over $19 million, 
according to Dorfman.

“We lost three valued 
businesses for four empty 
storefronts, including a 
bank, and one person’s 
business opportunity has 
left us with less of a neigh-
borhood, fewer popular 
small businesses, and few-
er jobs,” Dorfman said. “If 
the Small Business Jobs 
Survival Act had been in 
place, it would have given 
the renters time to move, to 
plan, to negotiate staying, 
and we would have had our 

businesses.”
Steve Null, the author 

of the Small Business Jobs 
Survival Act , will also 
speak at the summit. The 
commercial rent protection 
legislation has languished 
in the City Council since 
2014 while 27 of 51 members 
support it, including Van 
Bramer.

Jenny Dubnau, a visual 
artist who rents studio space 
in Long Island City and lives 
in Jackson Heights, is help-
ing Dorfman organize the 
event because she is directly 
affected.

“The overdevelopment 
of the LIC manufacturing 
area has caused an enor-
mous escalation in my 
rent, as well as that of all 
my neighbors,” she said. 
“The condos and hotels 
that are cropping up like 
mushrooms are an incur-
sion into a thriving manu-
facturing zone filled with 
jobs-producing manufac-
turers and artists. Right 
now, all small businesses, 
from artists to factories to 
mom-and-pop stores can be 
hit by rent increases of any 
size, and have no right to 
even renew their lease. We 
need action.”

Continued from Page 1 

Phipps

 

 

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

lessness,” released by the 
Institute for Children, Pov-
erty and Homelessness, 
measured a wide array of 
markers for New York stu-
dents who were homeless, 
including the number of 
students who had received 
Individual Education Plans 
late, the number of English 
language learners and the 
suspension rates for home-
less students.

“With more and more 
children experiencing 
homelessness, it is vitally 
important to understand 
the unique challenges that 
homeless students face 
and the interventions and 
opportunities available to 
meet their needs,” the ex-
ecutive summary of the re-
port read.

District 25, which in-
cludes Flushing and Whit-
estone and District 26, 
which includes Bayside, 
Little Neck, Fresh Mead-
ows and Floral Park, had 
the lowest student home-

less rates of any school dis-
tricts in the city. District 
29, which includes Hollis 
and Queens Village, had 
the highest homeless stu-
dent population of any dis-
trict in Queens,  although 
it was only the 19th highest 
percentage per district in 
the city out of 32 districts.

According to the report, 
District 29 includes 462 
shelter units and four fam-
ily shelters, while Districts 
25 and 26 do not include any. 
However, students living in 
a certain shelter may not 
necessarily attend school 
in that same district.

Other Queens district 
fared somewhat better than 
District 29. District 30, 
which includes Astoria and 
Long Island City, ranked 23 
out of 32 districts measur-
ing percentage of students 
who were homeless, while 
District 24, which includes 
Sunnyside, Ridgewood, 
Elmhurst and Corona, was 
listed as the district with 
the 24th highest rate. Dis-
trict 28, which includes 
Rego Park, Forest Hills and 
Briarwood, and District 27, 

which includes Woodhaven, 
Ozone Park and Howard 
Beach, were ranked 27 and 
28, respectively.

Citywide, the analysis 
found that one out of every 
eight students enrolled in 
a city public school in the 
2014-15 year had experi-
enced homelessness in the 
past five school years. It 
found that if all the students 
who experienced homeless-
ness were included in their 
own district, it would be 
of a comparable size to the 
unified district of San Di-
ego, Calif., and greater than 
unified districts in Seattle 
and Boston.

The study also con-
cluded that sections of the 
Bronx suffer most acutely 
from student homeless-
ness. Nearly 20 percent of 
homeless city public school 
students were enrolled in 
schools in Districts 9 and 
10, which included the 
Highbridge and Fordham 
areas in the Bronx.

The full report is avail-
able online at www.icphusa.
org/Publications/Reports.

Continued from Page 1 

Homeless
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Kew-ForestSchool

The

Inspired Education Since 1918

Don’t you want the best education for your child? 

119-17 union turnpike, forest hills, ny 11375-6143 | 718.268.4667 | www.kewforest.org

Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School is an independent, co-ed, college preparatory school  
in Queens for students in early childhood through 12th grade in the New York City area. With more than 250 

students hailing from 65 countries around the globe, Kew-Forest produces citizens of our school and the world.

Today the School maintains a rich tradition of fostering 
“high standards of excellence, discipline and a sincere spirit of service.” 

We invite you to come see what we’re all about.

For more information, please contact: Henry C. Horne  |  Director of Admission and Enrollment Management
e: hhorne@kewforest.org  |  t: (718) 268-4667 ext. 125

Fall 2016 Open House Schedule

LOWER SCHOOL  

(Early Childhood - Grade 5)

Saturday, September 17 • 11am - 1pm

Saturday, October 15 • 10am - 12pm

Saturday, November 12 • 11am - 1pm

MIDDLE/UPPER SCHOOL 

(Grades 6 - 12)

Thursday, September 29 • 5pm - 7pm

Thursday, October 13 • 5pm - 7pm

Thursday, November 17 • 5pm - 7pm

To RSVP please visit www.kewforest.org
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sist in protecting wetlands 
and shorelines from ero-
sion and storm surges and 
also help create adequate 
and healthy habitats for 
fish and other wildlife. The 
project will be funded with 
a $1 million grant from 
the U.S. Department of 
the Interior, with the DEP 
contributing an additional 
$375,000.

The city said the instal-
lation would include a cen-
tral donor bed composed 
of adult and spat-on-shell 
oysters and four smaller 
receiving beds composed 
of clam and oyster shells, 
made in part of broken por-
celain attained from nearly 
5,000 inefficient and re-
cycled toilets. The oysters 
will be placed on the beds, 
and  after the adult oysters 
spawn, fertilized eggs will 
float until young oysters 
attach themselves to the 
shells of the older oys-
ters. Over time, the oyster 
population should begin to 
spawn seasonally.

Oysters were reintro-
duced to Jamaica with two 

pilot studies that began in 
2010, including the design 
and construction of an oys-
ter bed off of Dubos Point 
as well as the placement of 
oyster reef balls in Gerrits-
en Creek, Brooklyn. After 
four years, analyses indi-
cated that the oysters were 
alive and healthy. The hope 
is that a more robust and 
widespread oyster popula-
tion could reproduce more 
substantively to help stem 
the erosion of marshes and 
shorelines in Jamaica Bay.

Dan Mundy, a Broad 
Channel resident and a 
member of the Jamaica Bay 
Ecowatchers, praised the 
DEP for its role in getting 
the oysters into Jamaica 
Bay.

“The restoration of oys-
ters back into the waters 
of Jamaica Bay is one of 
the key remaining goals to 
fully restore this great and 
unique ecosystem. This vi-
tal species naturally filters 
the waters of the bay while 
providing unique habitat 
for fish,” Mundy said. “This 
project will see the first ma-
jor initiative to bring back 
this keystone species to Ja-
maica Bay where they once 
flourished!”

Continued from Page 1 

Oysters
ing with Stringer and 
elected and civic leaders. 
At the time he explained 
his role in reviewing a 
contract for the facility 
once it was submitted. As 
of Wednesday Stringer has 
yet to receive a contract for 
the proposed facility.

“This is just political 
theater,” said Brian Barn-
well, Markey’s opponent 
in Tuesday’s Democratic 
primary. “Look, the comp-
troller hasn’t received the 
paperwork, so there’s no 
way they can move people 
in on Oct. 1. This is just 
Markey taking a victory 
lap.”

The Department of 
Homeless Services  con-
firmed the delay.

“As we announced at 
two community forums, we 
are continuing to review 
the proposal, and the start 
date will be determined 
as a result of the review,” 
DHS spokeswomanLauren 
Gray said.

Meanwhile, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 

who marched with pro-
testors in Maspeth Aug. 
27, is calling for a federal 
probe into the owner of 
the Holiday Inn Express, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
DHS to make sure there is 
“no illegal activity taking 
place.” In a letter, he asked  
Manhattan U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara to investi-
gate the deal because motel 

owner Harshad Patel was 
involved in a 2011 bribery 
scandal.

“I recently learned that 
five years ago, Mr. Patel 
openly admitted to pay-
ing a former state elected 
official more than $20,000 
to get that official to effect 
a zoning change in his fa-
vor,” Avella wrote in his 
letter to Bharara. “I ask 

that you investigate this 
situation to ensure there is 
no illegal activity taking 
place with respect to the 
Holiday Inn Express, or 
any other hotels owned by 
Mr. Patel.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter

Maspeth residents who protest nightly have something to cheer as the city postpones the opening 
date for a homeless shelter on 55th Road. Photo by Michael Shain 
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NOW ACCEPTING

RESERVATIONS!
Spaces Filling Up Quickly! 

Reservations accepted through 
phone only. Please no emails.

October 10th - 13th

 & 17th - 20th

 Starting at 7:00pm
Featuring Live Music by

Die Spitzbuam
INCLUDES  4 COURSE MEAL

Menu To Be Announced
Call to Reserve your spot:

718.386.3014


