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Mayor Bill de Blasio said a 
location for the long-awaited 
new police precinct in south-
east Queens might be deter-
mined by the end of the sum-
mer, although he cautioned 
that it would likely be years 
before construction on the pre-
cinct was completed.

The news about the 116th 
Precinct came in the midst of 
a two-hour town hall held at 
Springfield Gardens Educa-
tional Campus June 16. The 
event was moderated by Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton).

The city has allocated $70 
million from this year’s bud-
get for the construction of a 
precinct to serve the commu-
nities of Rosedale, Brookville, 
Laurelton and Springfield 
Gardens. The area currently 
is covered by the 105th Pre-
cinct with a separate substa-
tion. Richards said committed 
community members had been 
fighting for the new precinct 
for decades.

Questions concerning qual-
ity-of-life issues dominated the 
evening, with several ques-

BY BILL PARRY
 
In the aftermath of the 

worst gun massacre in U.S. 
history, the father of Omar 
Mateen said “it had nothing 
to do with religion.” Mateen 
had gone to a gay nightclub in 
Orlando, murdered 49 people 
and injured another 53 after 
he saw two men kissing, Mir 
Seddique told NBC News.

The following day, City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), one 
of seven openly gay members 
on the City Council, sent an 
e-mail to his constituents and 
supporters with a photo of him 
kissing his husband, Dan Hen-
drick. 

“In the face of unspeakable 
hatred and violence we often 
feel powerless,” Van Bramer 
wrote under the photo. “But 
terror is meant to stop us from 
being who we are, from living 
our lives as we want. But we 
can’t go back or live in fear. 
I want to respond with more 
love, more pride, and yes more 
kisses in public!!”

The defiant response to 
the Queens-born gunman 
Mateen also served as a re-
minder of Van Bramer’s 6th 
annual LGBT Pride Month 

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 50
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A group of three teenag-
ers assaulted a Muslim man 
outside of his Queens Village 
mosque earlier this month as 
a part of a “knockout game,” 
according to a 14-year-old who 
was arrested and charged with 

the attack, police said. 
The suspect, whose name 

was not being released due to 
his age, was charged with as-
sault and a hate crime, accord-
ing to the NYPD. The Queens 
district attorney’s office said 
the teenage suspect would be 
processed through Family 

Court. Police were looking for 
the two other suspects.

At about 10:30 p.m. June 1, 
Mohamed Rasheed Khan, 59, 
left the Center for Islamic Stud-
ies at 206-09 Jamaica Ave. and 
started riding his bicycle, po-
lice said. The arrested teenag-

Continued on Page 50

Police have arrested a 14-year old in the assault of Mohamed Rasheed 
Khan in Queens Village June 1. Khan was severely beaten and required 
surgery, according to the Council on American-Islamic Relations. 

Courtesy of CAIR

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer kisses his husband Dan Hendrick in a photo that appeared on a flier for 
his annual gay pride brunch — to show common cause with the victims of last week's mass shooting at an 
Orlando gay nightclub.  Courtesy Van Bramer's office

Mayor holds 
town hall in 
SE Queens

Teen arrested in Qns Village assault

Van Bramer makes statement
Public displays of affection his defi ant answer to Orlando gunman’s hate
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Opponents of a controver-
sial proposed co-location be-
tween a public middle school 
and a charter high school in 
Queens Village celebrated the 
news this week that the DOE 
had withdrawn the plan.

The Panel for Educational 
Policy originally planned to 
vote on the proposal to op-
erate New Visions Charter 
High School for the Humani-
ties IV in the facility current-
ly housing Jean Nuzzi Inter-
mediate School, also known 
as IS 109Q, at 213-10 92nd Ave. 
last Monday, but the DOE 
confirmed that the proposed 
 had been withdrawn prior to 
the meeting.

“After extensive engage-
ment and discussions with 
educators from both schools, 
local community members, 
PEP members and elected 
officials, we decided to with-
draw the proposal at this 
time,” a DOE spokeswoman 
said. “We continue to work 
with the Jean Nuzzi school 
community and other key 
partners on how to best use 
the available space to meet 
the diverse needs of District 
29 students and families, and 
also work closely with New 
Visions to ensure a smooth 

transition into a long-term 
site.”

City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens), state Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-Hollis) and Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz all stood in opposition to 
the plan, and had expressed 
their concerns in a letter 
sent June 17 to the mayor’s 
office and the DOE. Katz 
and other elected officials 
released a statement Monday 
praising the DOE’s decision, 
stating that the city “has not 
given up on IS 109Q,” while a 
spokesman for New Visions 
said that the organization did 
not have a comment on the 
withdrawn proposal.

Grodenchik expressed ap-
preciation that the DOE had 
listened to community oppo-
sition and said he disagreed 
with the DOE’s original as-
sessment that IS 109Q was be-
ing under utilized.

“We didn’t believe the 
school was as empty as the 
DOE believed,” Grodenchik 
said. “We understand that the 
enrollment is going up, and 
it’ll be back over 1,000 stu-
dents in the fall. Some good 
things are starting there.”

IS 109 enrolled about 972 
students in its most recent 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Councilman Ruben 

Wills (D-Jamaica) held a 
street-renaming ceremony 
Tuesday to commemorate the 
life of a teen advocate whose 
life was cut short by two rare 
illnesses. 

Qadri Skipper fought with 
pulmonary hypertension and 
hereditary hemorrhagic te-
langiectasia for up to 12 years, 
and alongside his mother ad-
vocated for a Department of 
Education financed, advanced 
life-support ambulance to 
transport him to and from 
school. He died at the age of 17.

Now 110th Street between 
107th Avenue and 109th Av-
enue in South Ozone Park is 
known as Qadri’s Way in hon-
or of his  12-year battle, which 
ended in 2012.

“The story of Qadri Skipper 
is one that begs to be told and 
shared. It illustrates the re-
markable courage with which 
this young man faced the pros-
pect of death at only the age of 

5, and persevered well beyond 
the two-year timeline his doc-
tors estimated,” Wills said. 
“Qadri refused to let these dis-
orders dictate the terms of his 
life, and he lived as completely 
as one saddled with such bur-
dens possibly could,.”

Skipper was a student at the 
Information Technology High 
School in Long Island City, 
according to Wills, and died  
during his last year of enroll-
ment. He was posthumously 
awarded his diploma. There is 
now an annual scholarship in 
his name.

“I stand here today, I know 
where my blessings are,” Do-
reen Blair-Skipper, Qadri’s 
mother said,  after explaining 
her son’s contribution to the 
lives of other people burdened 
with the two diseases. “And 
Qadri’s Way street signing is a 
testament of his character.”

Joann Schmidt, a pulmo-
nary hypertension support 
group leader and patient who 
knew Skipper, spoke at the 
ceremony and told the story 

of her experience with the 
young man who faced these 
burdens uncomplainingly. 
Brooke Keith, another PH pa-
tient, said if it had not been for 
Skipper, who encouraged her 
to be vigilant about taking her 
medication, she would not be 
alive today.

Kenneth Pawlukiewicz, the 
2013 Information Technology 
High School PTA president 
and founder of Qadri Skipper 
Memorial Scholarship, said he 
had not met Skipper but was 
so inspired by the story his 
mother told him about her son 
that he organized the annual 
scholarship in his name. 

“From talking sports with 
his nurses and doctors to sup-
porting others facing diffi-
culty, Qadri never allowed his 
condition to hold him back.  
All of us can learn from his 
example,” said Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
co-sponsor of the event.  “This 
street naming allows us to 
honor Qadri’s memory and re-
member the joy he brought to 

Continued on Page 50

The city Department of Education withdrew a proposal to co-locate a 
charter high school in IS 109, a Queens Village public middle school. 
The school currently enrolls approximately 970 students. 

Google Earth

Councilman Ruben Wills (r) held a street co-naming ceremony in South Ozone Park to commemorate the work 
of Qadri Skipper, a teen activist who died in 2012. Courtesy of Council member Wills

DOE withdraws plan
to place charter in IS

S. Ozone dedication
Street co-named ‘Qadri’s Way’ for brave teen activist
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AT&T is sponsoring the New York 

Pops Orchestra’s “Kids in the Sta-
dium” concert coming to Forest Hills 
Stadium July 7. 

The Street Charge program, AT&T 
kiosks which allow concert-goers to 
power up mobile devices, went live Sat-
urday at the music venue for  the first 
Pops event of the season.  

The event will feature artists from 
Broadway as well as the orchestra 
which calls Carnegie Hall home.

According to Lisa Vettoso, direc-
tor of education for NY Pops, Kids 
in the Stadium is an extension of the 
Kids in the Balcony program, which 
allows children from underprivileged 
backgrounds who attend participat-
ing schools to enjoy orchestra concerts 
free of charge. Over 1,000 students from 
throughout Queens are expected to at-
tend the show, which will feature Mat-
thew Morrison, the Tony- and Emmy-
nominated star of “Glee, “and Megan 
Hilty, Grammy- and Tony-nominated 
actress as guest performers as well as 
the orchestra organizing the event. 

“This is a wonderful venue and it’s 
right in their backyard. It’s an opportu-

nity to say to these families in Queens, 
you don’t even have to go outside of 
your borough to be able to experience 
this world-class entertainment event 
with Broadway stars and the New York 
Pops Orchestra,” Vettoso said, adding 
ticket requests exceeded the 1,000 they 
were hoping for, prompting the orga-

nization to open the event up to 1,500 
sponsored attendees.

Requests from Queens schools 
alone stand at approximately 1,300, 
specifically from Flushing and Long 
Island City.

“We think it’s important to expose 
children to all sorts of things, and 

music and the arts is one of those. We 
were excited about the opportunity to 
sponsor the Pops in a way that allowed 
us to offer free tickets to students and 
also to our customers. This afforded us 
an opportunity to support the Queens 
community and the New York Pops, 
which is an iconic brand,” Marissa 
Shorenstein, New York state president 
for AT&T said.

The summer of 2016 will be the 
second year in a row for the Carnegie 
Hall-based organization to host events 
at Forest Hills Stadium, which has al-
lowed them to offer free seating to more 
students than the Manhattan venue, 
with spots for about 100, Vettoso said. 

In honor of Father’s Day, NY Pops 
and AT&T activated the Street Charge 
kiosks at Forest Hills Stadium for the 
first time at a Saturday concert called 
the Pops for Pop customer appreciation 
event. This was an outreach program 
by AT&T, which sponsored 750 people 
to attend.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

New York Pops Orchestra's "Kids in the Stadium" summer program is sponsored by AT&T, 
which is providing cell phone charging units on the street during this season's performanc-
es at the Forest Hills stadium. Courtesy of New York/Richard Termine

NY Pops brings Broadway to Forest Hills
AT&T’s ‘Kids in the Balcony’ program gives free admission for over 1,000 underprivileged children

Mobile No-Cost Breast Cancer Screening 

Thursday, June 30th
9:00am - 4:30pm

taking place at:

An appointment is necessary 
Please call 1-877-628-9090

Woman age 40 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
with health insurance:

Woman age 50 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
without health insurance:

American-Italian Cancer Foundation’s

156-02 Crossbay Boulevard, Howard Beach 11414

is a proud partner of the 

Funded by a grant from NY Department of Health Cancer Services Program. Additional funding provided by the generous support of the New York City Council, the
National Breast Cancer Foundation, NYS Assembly, GreaterGood.org, the RAR Foundation and individual patrons.

hosted by:
Office of State Senator Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.

SAVE
$100*

WHEN YOU CALL 
BEFORE 7/15/16*

GET BETTER GRADES AND SCORES
SAY GOODBYE TO SCHOOL STRESS

DO YOU NEED TO GET YOUR CHILD  

BACK ON TRACK?

OUR PROGRAM FOR SUCCESS INCLUDES

•Thorough academic evaluation

•Proven programs tailored to your  

student’s needs

• Individualized instruction from highly  
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TUTORING
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Skills - Vocabulary
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Biology - Chemistry - More
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High School Entrance Exams
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1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 
FLUSHING
718-358-7900

CARLE PLACE
516-747-5600

MANHASSET
516-365-4455 
LYNBROOK
516-568-1900

BRONX
718-597-1500
BAY RIDGE
718-491-0900

MANHATTAN
212-362-0100

PARK SLOPE
718-230-4600
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The House of Representa-

tives unanimously passed 
legislation Tuesday to re-
name the Jackson Heights 
Post Office in honor of 
Jeanne and Jules Manford, 
the late Flushing residents 
who fought for the advance-
ment of equal rights for LGBT 
Americans. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) sponsored 
the bill while U.S. Sens. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) 
and Charles Schumer (D-NY) 
introduced companion legis-
lation in the Senate earlier 
this month.

“Last week we faced a 
terrible and tragic attack on 
the LGBT community in Or-
lando,” Crowley said on the 
House floor prior to the vote. 
“Today, we stand in honor of 
two individuals who, when 

faced with a hateful act of 
violence themselves, were 
inspired to start a movement 
couched in acceptance and 
support. Jeanne and Jules 
were instrumental in the 
fight for equal rights, and 
their incredible legacy can be 
felt throughout Queens, New 
York, and the entire country. 
It is only fitting that we name 
the post office that sits along 
the route of the Queens Pride 
Parade in their honor.”

Jeanne Manford publicly 
denounced the beating of her 
gay son, Morty Manford, for 
protesting news coverage of 
the LGBT rights movement 
in 1972. 

Later that year, Jeanne 
and her husband, Jules, 
founded the Parents’ Fami-
lies and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays, an organization 
that advocates on behalf of 

BY BILL PARRY

The challenges facing resi-
dents and businesses in Long 
Island City were discussed at 
length during the third annu-
al LIC Summit at the Museum 
of the Moving Image Tuesday. 
Several panels brought togeth-
er business and civic leaders as 
well as city and state  officials, 
to weigh in on the changing 
landscape of Long Island City 
during the day-long event.

“You’re in the most excit-
ing neighborhood in New York 
City,” Modern Spaces Founder 
and CEO Eric Benaim said. 
“There’s more construction 
happening here in LIC than 
anywhere else in New York 
City.”

Benaim was co-hosting the 
event with Elizabeth Lusskin, 
the president of the LIC Part-
nership. She spoke of the 

changes as she displayed com-
puterized graphics of the new 
towers and what the skyline 
will look like when construc-
tion is finished.

“What I’m showing is not 
even the full build-out,” she 
said. “Since this was done, a 

number of other projects have 
been announced and the effects 
are going to be dramatic.”

To prepare for the future, 
the LIC Partnership launched 
a far-reaching, cross-sector 
survey of more than 500 busi-
nesses and organization in 
December. The first phase of 
the LIC Comprehensive Plan 
is complete, and while the 300-
page survey won’t be released 
until the summer, Lusskin 
shared some of its details.

“Seventy percent of the re-
spondents expect to be in LIC 
in five years and 87 percent 
are planning to expand, but 
the availability of affordable 
space is a real challenge,” 
Lusskin said. “Another chal-
lenge to business is an outdat-
ed incentive program. They 
are not transparent enough, 
they need better access and 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
After months of protracted 

negotiations and uncertainty, 
the state Legislature voted to 
extend Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
control over the New York City 
public school system for only 
one year—the same length of 
time the city was granted the 
year before.

Senate Majority Leader 
John Flanagan (R-Smithtown) 
had pushed for a one-year ex-
tension, in contrast with Mayor 
de Blasio, Democratic lawmak-
ers and Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
who wanted the mayor to have 
a three-year agreement. The 
Democratic-controlled As-
sembly had originally passed 
a three-year extension, but 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) said Republican 
lawmakers were resolute that 
de Blasio only get one year.

“It was kind of a game of 
chicken who was going to blink 
first. When it was all said and 
done, the Republicans didn’t 
budge,” he said. “I was always 
in favor of more than one year. 
I think you need stability.”

The deal, one of several fi-

nalized during a flurry of ac-
tivity in the closing hours of 
the legislative session, sets up 
another struggle between de 
Blasio, Republican state law-
makers and Cuomo over the 

process of mayoral control, 
which will now unfold in an 
election year for the mayor.

“While one-year exten-
sions are no way to treat our 
children, families or educa-

tors, this action is a crucial 
acknowledgement by state 
lawmakers that the education 
progress we have made in New 
York City could not have hap-
pened without our accountable 

control of the school system,” 
de Blasio said.

The Legislature first 
passed mayoral control in 
2002 for former Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg. The decision 
placed greater accountability 
for New York’s public schools 
on the mayor. Both de Blasio 
and Bloomberg contend that 
schools improved under the 
system. 

Before mayoral control, au-
tonomous community school 
districts controlled schools. 
The Legislature initially 
granted Bloomberg seven 
years of control and passed an 
extension in 2009.

De Blasio advocated for a 
seven-year extension in 2015 
but was only granted one 
year. This year’s deal requires 
school districts to release in-
formation on how they allo-
cate funding and will also al-
low charter schools to switch 
authorizers more easily.

De Blasio and Republican 
legislators had a contentious 
relationship that was further 
abraded by de Blasio’s support 
for Democratic upstate can-

Panels discuss issues fac-
ing Long Island City during the 
3rd annual LIC Summit at the 
Museum of the Moving Image. 

Photo by Bill Parry

The State Legislature passed a one-year extension of mayoral control of city public schools. Mayor Bill de 
Blasio argued for a longer extension. Courtesy of Mayor's office/Rob Bennett

Legislature passes mayoral control
Republican-controlled state Senate holds de Blasio to one-year extension once again

LIC Summit told biz survey 
fi nds 87% plan to stay in nabe

Crowley clears hurdle
to rename Jax Hgts PO 

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 49
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Queens Democrats will 
head to the polls Tuesday for 
primary elections to deter-
mine the candidates who will 
face off against Republican 
opponents in this November’s 
general election.

Five candidates are com-
peting in the Democratic pri-
mary in the 3rd Congressional 
District to succeed U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville), who 
announced his retirement in 
January. Attorney Jonathan 
Clarke, North Hempstead 
Town Supervisor Jon Kaiman, 
North Hempstead Town Coun-
cilwoman Anna Kaplan, Suf-
folk County Legislator Steve 
Stern and former Nassau 
County Executive Tom Suozzi 
are all running to face Re-

publican Jack 
Martins.

The 3rd 
District in-
cludes parts of 
Bay Terrace, 
Little Neck, 

Glen Oaks, Floral Park and 
Whitestone as well as  sections 
of Nassau and Suffolk counties 
in Long Island.  During the 
campaign northeast Queens 
voters expressed concern 
about airplane noise from the 
LaGuardia flight paths and 
the need for better, affordable 
transit options to the candi-

dates in the race.
In District 5, which includes 

parts of Jamaica, South Jamai-
ca, St. Albans, Queens Village 
and the Rockaways, U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) is 
in the midst of a primary chal-
lenge from Ali Mirza, a small 
businessman who is running 
on a platform decrying cor-
ruption in Washington and 
proclaiming progressive bona 
fides. The winner will face Re-
publican challenger Michael 
O’Reilly, an attorney and a 
2015 candidate for judge in 
New York City Civil Court. 

U.S. Rep. Nydia Velázquez 
(D-Brooklyn) will face off 
against Jeffrey M. Kurzon, who 
also challenged her in 2014, 

and Yungman Lee, a bank-
ing executive, in a primary 
for District 7, which includes 
parts of Maspeth, Ridgewood, 
Woodhaven and Ozone Park, 
as well as areas in Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn. In District 
12, which includes parts of 
Astoria, Long Island City and 
Woodside, U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria) will face 
challenger Peter Lindner.

Additionally, Reform Party 
voters in six districts will be 
able to write in the name of a 
candidate to be on the ballot in 
the general election, according 
to the city Campaign Finance 
Board site.

The primaries are closed, 

BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City, and other 
areas of the city, have been 
saved from even taller and 
wider towers than the ones 
currently under construction. 
The de Blasio administration 
was thwarted in its attempt to 
lift the existing cap on build-
ing density as a chaotic legisla-
tive session came to a close in 
Albany early Saturday morn-
ing.

“We already have numer-
ous very high buildings in 
Long Island City with more 
on the way,” Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Long Is-
land City) said. “There are 
a number of towers planned 
that I have opposed, including 
one by selling MTA air rights. 
Many planned are of unprec-

edented heights. I cannot 
permit any loosening of this 
restriction without a firmer 
commitment to infrastructure 
support, such as more schools 
and increasing the reliability 

and capacity of our mass tran-
sit system.”

The Department of City 
Planning pushed for the leg-
islation that would remove the 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
S.J. Jung, a community 

activist challenging state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) for her seat, introduced 
his campaign staff to the me-
dia Tuesday, which includes 
veterans of the presidential 
campaigns of U.S. Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders (I-Vt.) and U.S. 
President Barack Obama.

In March, Jung, former 
president of the MinKwon 
Center for Community Ac-
tion, announced he would 
be running for the second 
time against Stavisky, whom 
he first challenged in 2014. 
Stavisky won about 60 per-
cent of the vote to around 40 
percent for Jung. 

The 16th Senatorial Dis-
trict includes parts of Flush-
ing, Bayside, Whitestone, 
Elmhurst, Woodside, Rego 
Park and Forest Hills.

Jung held a news confer-
ence at his campaign office at 
32-26 Union St. in downtown 
Flushing to present his elec-
tion team.

“Our campaign staff ac-
tually consists of a combina-
tion of the Queens veterans 
who have deep roots and 
live networks in the district 
and also campaign experts 
who knows how to organize 
ground games, who really 
knows how to organize a win-
ning election,” Jung said.

Kyle Sullivan, a veteran 
of presidential campaigns in 
many states, who was most 
recently the regional field di-
rector for Bernie Sanders for 
President 2016 in Las Vegas, 
is the campaign manager. 
Bern Barber, a New York vet-
eran of numerous winning 
Sanders ground operations, 
is the field director. 

Sullivan said Jung has a 

long-term vision, has run a 
private business and has also 
worked in the private sector, 
making him the right indi-
vidual to find solutions “that 
could bring Queens into the 
future.”

“In the year of the outsid-
er, what we really need to do 
is listen to the concerns of the 
people, go door-by-door, talk-
ing to voters about what they 
really care about and trying 
to figure out how we can find 
common ground,” he said.

Roeme Kim, a former 
Community Board 7 member 
and former executive direc-
tor of the YWCA of Queens, a 
position she held for 21 years, 
and David Wong, who has 
been participating in commu-
nity service and advocacy for 
Chinese Americans, Asian 
Americans and low-income 
and middle-in-
come families 
in Queens, 
are also staff 
members.

The New 
York firm 
political consultants Brown-
MillerGroup, whose partner 
Chris Miller was an early 
member of Obama’s team and 
helped craft his grassroots 
strategy, is a general consul-
tant. 

Jung, who has billed his 
campaign as “A New Day in 
Queens, A New Day for Al-
bany” said he has received a 
“tremendous response” from 
voters and neighbors in the 
district.

He said he wants to create 
good jobs, address income 
inequality, boost the local 
economy, pass meaning-
ful ethics and campaign fi-
nance reforms to ensure Al-
bany is held accountable and 

The state Legislature ends its session in the early morning hours 
Saturday with mixed results. Photo by Mike Groll/AP

S.J. Jung, a community activist challenging state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
for her 16th Senatorial District seat, formally introduced his campaign 
staff at a news conference. Photo by Madina Toure

Primaries in Democratic races are taking place throughout the city on 
June 28, including several in Queens. Photo by Michael Shain

Bernie, Obama staff 
join Jung campaign

State legislative session ends

Primary Day for Dems
Contenders for Queens offi ces vie to face GOP foes

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Community members asked for bet-
ter options for pedestrians in down-
town Jamaica during a public work-
shop Tuesday sponsored by the city 
Department of Transportation.

The workshop was held at the Ja-
maica Center for Art and Learning to 
gather ideas for the DOT’s streetscape 
plan on how to improve the business 
district for residents and commuters. 

“We are going to prioritize what we 
look at from hearing from you,” Erin 
Maciel, a DOT landscape architect, 
said. 

The DOT’s study area encompasses 
Jamaica and Archer avenues up to 
Hillside Avenue, stretching from Sut-
phin to Merrick Boulevard, and the 
streetscape study is one of the actions 
included in the Jamaica NOW Action 
Plan.

Montgomery Wilkinson, a member 
of the Jamaica NOW Leadership Coun-
cil who lives in Locust Manor, said 
public plazas or small parks for people 
who live and work in the area would be 
welcome on Jamaica Avenue.

“They should keep the people in 
mind, and not just the car traffic,” 
he said, pointing to areas like Times 
Square or Fulton Street in downtown 
Brooklyn as places where the city has 

mitigated excess congestion. “I think 
Jamaica can be a model in that ap-
proach.”

After the presentation, the audi-
ence broke into groups dedicated to 

discussing particular main streets in 
the study area. In the Archer Avenue 
session, participants echoed Wilkin-
son’s concerns. Several people said the 
area was saturated with buses. More 

than 50 city and regional bus lines 
pass through downtown Jamaica, not 
including the commuter vans that 
bring people from outlying residential 
areas to the downtown corridor.

“You look at the Queens bus map 
and they don’t even have space to list 
all the lines,” Maciel said, while look-
ing at a map of the downtown area 
draped across a folding table.

Earl Simons, the director of gov-
ernment and community relations 
at York College, said pedestrians had 
little room to walk on sidewalks af-
ter leaving station stops at Sutphin 
Boulevard, where the LIRR and JFK 
AirTrain are located, as well as Ja-
maica Center. He pointed toward a 
photo showing a stretch of Archer Av-
enue where the sidewalk was partially 
blocked by parked vehicles.

“We’re just a few minutes away 
from the LIRR,” he said. “But you walk 
down Archer from Sutphin and that’s 
what you meet.”

After collecting community input, 
the DOT team will prepare design con-
cepts and return in the fall for another 
workshop to present their ideas. People 
can input their ideas at nycdotfeed-
backportals.nyc/downtown-jamaica/.

The study is scheduled to conclude 
in the spring of 2017.

Department of Transportation officials and Jamaica community members, including Earl 
Simons (r.) discuss transit issues in downtown Jamaica during a DOT workshop held at the 
Jamaica Center for Art and Learning. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Jamaica congestion addressed at workshop 

BEN BAKER

HONEY SOUNDSYSTEM

HOXTON WHORES

ALAIN JACKINSKY
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GREG MEEKS for CONGRESS

RE-ELECT
GREG MEEKS

our congressman

RE-ELECT GREGORY MEEKS
for CONGRESS

Tuesday, June 28th, 2016
Paid for and authorized by Friends of Gregory Meeks

C

”
“Congressman Greg Meeks has been a true ally. Even in the tough fights,

Greg has always had my back, standing up for workers and families,
protecting our schools, and tirelessly defending our values. 

He’s someone we can trust.
Please join me in supporting

Greg Meeks
in his important re-election.”

Barack Obama
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All of Holy Cross would like to commend the efforts of the below students for their 

years of athletic accomplishments, which will travel into their college careers.  We are 
proud of your dedication to the game along with the respect shown for yourselves, your 
coaches, teammates, and competitors.  We wish you the very best in college and always! 

 
 

The above-named players were financially awarded by colleges and universities for their athletic accomplishments and abilities. 
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BY BILL PARRY
 
On the last day it was in 

session, the state Assembly 
passed a bill that would speed 
up the testing of rape kits and 
prevent future backlogs. The 
legislation, sponsored by As-
semblywoman Aravella Sim-
otas (D-Astoria), mandates 
that rape kits are sent to a fo-
rensic laboratory for testing 
within 10 days and that their 
progress is tracked from po-
lice agencies to the lab.

“For the sake of sexual 
assault victims, who must 
undergo an immediate, in-
trusive and arduous exam for 
evidence collection, we have 
a duty to make sure rape kits 
are never neglected,” Simotas 
said. “New York state needs 
this law if we want to have 
justice for victims, prosecu-
tion and punishment for the 
guilty and for innocent sus-
pects to be set free.”

The state Senate passed 
a companion bill earlier, ac-
cording to Simotas. The leg-
islation solves the problem 
of untested rape kits wher-
ever they may be sitting on 
shelves.

In 2003, New York City re-
ceived $2.5 million from the 
federal government to test 
a backlog of 17,000 rape kits. 
Without the tracking and re-
porting requirements of the 
Simotas bill, however, there 
is no way to prevent future 
backlogs from developing.

“In 1993, I was violently 
raped and robbed at gunpoint 
in New York City. The horror 

and trauma of that event is 
indescribable, but I was for-
tunate: medical examiners 
recognized that my body was 
a crime scene,” said Natasha 
Alexenko, a rape survivor 
and founder of Natasha’s Jus-
tice Project,. “All rape vic-
tims in New York deserves 
this justice, and deserve the 
same minimum standard of 
care in ensuring their rape 
kit is tested. Justice matters. 
It matters to victims like me. 
It matters to the families 
of victims. It matters to the 
wrongfully accused and it 
matters to the people of New 
York.”

Meanwhile, the state Sen-
ate passed a bill co-sponsored 
by state Sen. Joseph Addabbo, 
Jr. (D-Howard Beach), that 
would require the state Edu-
cation Department and the 
state Office of Mental Health 
to develop materials focusing 
on suicide prevention and 
signs of depression among 
school-aged children and to 
provide them with educators 
throughout the state.

“There is no question that 
early intervention and recog-
nition of suicidal behavior is 
key to preventing these heart-
breaking incidents among 
students,” Addabbo said. “We 
need to keep our eyes wide 
open, paying close attention 
to our children both at home 
and at school and working to 
better recognize the signs of 
impending tragedy.”

To underscore the impor-
tance of these efforts, Add-
abbo noted that suicide is the 

third leading cause of death 
among young people ages 15 
to 24 in the United States.

“In addition, a study re-
leased by the National Cen-
ter for Health Statistics in 
April showed that the overall 
U.S. suicide rate has surged 
to it highest levels in almost 
30 years, affecting all age 
groups,” he said. “By teach-
ing our educators to better 
recognize the signs of poten-
tial suicidal tendencies, and 
by helping our young people 
understand the gravity of 
this problem, I hope we will 
see fewer students giving up 
on life before they have had 
a chance to live it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Earlier this year, James 
Knapp, a former Marine, de-
cided to be a part of a differ-
ent troop by trading in his dog 
tags for Girl Scout badges.

When Knapp learned his 
daughter Shayla’s Brownie 
troop leader had moved away, 
leaving the Maspeth chapter 
with no guidance, becoming 
a Girl Scout leader was a no-
brainer. 

“I was helping out before, 
but now I can be more hands-
on, teach them things and 
learn more about their way of 
life, “ Knapp says. 

Quickly, he approached 
Jennifer Johnson and Jessica 
D. Antonio, co-leaders of the 
junior troop, about combin-
ing forces with them as a third 
leader. 

“When the leader of our 
girls quit, it was either we take 
over or there wouldn’t be a 
troop,” Antonio says. 

 The Brownies and the Ju-
nior Girl Scouts merged into l 
troop.

His friends at the com-
munity organization where 
he works, the Marine Corps 
Brooklyn League, occasional-
ly wisecrack about his most re-
cent title.  But he takes pride in 
his work as a Girl Scout leader 
and enjoys that it enables him 
to spend more time with his 
daughter, while having the 
privilege of taking part in the 
lives of the future movers and 
shakers of America. 

Since he joined the troop 
as a leader, Knapp, Shayla and 
the other members of the troop 
have gone on horseback riding 
trips at Lynne’s Riding Acad-
emy in Flushing and star-
gazed at Fairlawn Cemetery 
in New Jersey, while a few of 
the Scouts will even be doing 
volunteer work in Ecuador 
this summer.  

Knapp believes all parents 
should sign up their daughters 
for the Girl Scouts because it 
is an institution that teaches 
amazing life skills. He also 
thinks that other fathers who 
have the time should become 
leaders as “a good way to learn 
how to bond” with their daugh-
ters and see them “progress 
and flourish and grow into 
very strong young women.”

The person who is the most 
excited about Knapp being a 
Girl Scout leader is Shayla.

“One thing that I learned 

about him as a Girl Scout is 
that we girls bring fun back to 
him,” Shayla says.  

After serving 13 years of 
active duty in the Marines, 
Knapp had to retire as a result 
of a knee injury, and after he 
joined the Scouts he could not 
help but see the similarities 
between being a Marine and a 
Girl Scout. 

“It’s a real sisterhood for 
these kids,” Knapp says. “Be-
ing in the Marines there is a lot 
of structure, rules and things 
you have to abide by and it’s 
great seeing a lot of structure 
geared toward the girls.” 

The Girl Scout moment that 
moved Knapp the most was the 
symbolic coming together of 
the Brownie troop and the ju-
nior troop. 

“Every Girl Scout troop 
gets a crest and they had to 
decide on one,”  Antonio says. 

“He brought the idea of the 
girls sitting down and picking 
a crest together.”

Although a majority of the 
girls wanted to go with the 
Hawaiian Lei, a symbol that 
means friends, the Scouts in 
the minority felt very strongly 
about the waterfall symbol, 
which means always moving 
forward, according to Shayla. 
In the end, all the girls came to 
a compromise.

“We decided to do both and 
came up with ‘always moving 
forward with friends,’” says 
Shayla. “That will be the troop 
leader’s logo until forever.”

“It’s one of the best things 
to happen to me,” Knapp said. 

And when being teased 
about being a Girl Scout by his 
buddies, Knapp simply replies, 
“Yes...I’m one of the biggest 
Girl Scouts you’ll ever meet.”ARAVELLA SIMOTAS

 Photo by Nathan Duke

Can a father be a Girl Scout leader? James Knapp, a former Marine, is a 
co-leader of daughter Shayla's Maspeth junior troop.   

Courtesy of James Knapp

Marine has new troop
Maspeth dad takes leadership role for Girl Scouts

Simotas rape kit bill
wins vote Assembly
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RICHMOND HILL—The NYPD was 
looking for a man who allegedly attacked 
and stole money from a female employee at 
a dry cleaners in Richmond Hill earlier this 
month.

At about 10:55 p.m. June 5, the suspect 
entered Hong Kong Dry Cleaners at 102-57 
Jamaica Ave. and threw the 58-year-old fe-
male employee down to the floor, according 
to the police. 

The suspect then kicked the woman mul-
tiple times and stole $3,000 in cash from her 
and fled, police said. 

EMS responded and transported the vic-
tim to Jamaica Hospital where she received 
treatment for a facial fracture and swollen 
lip, officials said.

Police described the suspect as a Hispan-
ic man who weighs roughly 300 pounds and 
has a heavy build and tattoos on his arm. 
He was last seen wearing a black baseball 
hat and white sneakers. 

No arrests have been made and the in-
vestigation was ongoing, a police spokes-
man said.

POLICE 

Blotter
OZONE PARK - Police sought help 

in finding a man who allegedly stole a 
cell phone from a teenager earlier this 
month.

The incident occurred inside a 
northbound A train at the Lefferts 
Boulevard stop June 11 at about 8:30 
p.m., according to the NYPD. The sus-
pect approached a 14-year-old teenager 
while on the train and asked to use his 
cell phone for a phone call, police said. 
The victim refused and the suspect 
threatened to assault him if he did not 
make the phone call, according to po-
lice. The victim then dialed the phone 
number for the suspect, who took the 
phone and walked off the train with 
it. After warning the victim not to fol-
low him, he left the station and headed 
west on Liberty Avenue, police said

The suspect was described as a black 
male, approximately 20 to 25 years old, 
between 5-foot-8 and 5-foot-10, weigh-
ing between 115 and 135 pounds. He 
was seen wearing a black shirt, black 
baseball cap, black sneakers and blue 
jeans. Police urged anyone with in-
formation to call the NYPD’s Crime 

Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS 
or submit tips online at www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com

Police released this image of a man sus-
pected in a robbery on the A train in Ozone 
Park.  Courtesy NYPD

Suspect attacked, robbed cleaners: NYPD

Police seek Ozone Park robbery suspect

The Board of Trustees of Christ the King High 
School is pleased to announce the appointment 
of Marian Gena Succoso (Class of ’72) as Alumni 
Director for Christ the King High School.  Ms. 
Succoso will begin her position effective July 11, 
2016.

Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees stated, “We are very excited to welcome 
Ms. Succoso back to Christ the King.  As a graduate, 
Ms. Succoso understands the importance of our 
alumni organization for graduates and students 
alike. Our alumni organization is an indispensable 
part of our school. It is a vital source of networking 
and information sharing, and a resource for our 
future graduates interested in pursuing similar 
careers. I look forward to Ms. Succoso’s efforts 
in reaching out to CK’s over 20,000 alumni and 
developing new outreach and networking programs 
as well as expanding existing efforts.”

Ms. Succoso comes to Christ the King with a 
strong strategic marketing and communications 
background and extensive experience in both the 
corporate and non-for-profit sectors.

In her professional career, Ms. Succoso was a 
Creative & Advertising VP, responsible for print and 
electronic advertising, media, direct marketing, 
website and brand development for Loews Hotel’s 
luxury resort and business chain.  Following her 25+ 
year career with Loews, Marian moved to the non-
profit sector as Director of Development for Reece 
School in Manhattan. As a volunteer, Marian also 

served for 14 years as a Trustee for the Tony Award 
winning Signature Theatre in Manhattan.  

Ms. Succoso stated, “I am excited to come back 
to Christ the King and reconnect with old friends 
as well as meet new friends from our diverse 
alumni group. I believe that our alumni should have 
the opportunity to interact and enjoy each other 
regardless of when each alumnus graduated.  A 
strong network of alumni connections will also give 
us a chance to share our expertise and enthusiasms 
and provide opportunities for all, including younger 
alumni finding mentors in their fields.”    

Ms. Succoso looks forward to hearing from 
alumni in order to make the CTK Alumni Association 
more meaningful to all our graduates.  If you are 
a graduate of Christ the King and would like to 
reconnect with fellow classmates, please call the 
Alumni Office at (718)366-7400, Ext. 223 or via 
email at alumni@ctkrhs.org.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Pictured from left:  Alumni Executive Assistants Maddie 
Gaudio Cerrito (’80) and Rosemarie Persico Rando (’82); 
Alumni Development Director, Marian Gena Succoso (’72);  
CK Board of Trustee Member, Maureen Engesser; and CK 
Board of Trustee Secretary, Dolores St. Louis

Christ the King Welcomes New Alumni Director

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

The NYPD released this image of a man 
suspected in a robbery and alleged as-
sault at a Jamaica Avenue business.  

Courtesy NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 

(CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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*Maximum of four (4) passes per household. Offer may be discontinued at any time at the sole 
discretion of the bank. New York Community Bank is not affiliated with Queens Botanical Garden in any 
way.  © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Stop by any Queens County Savings Bank branch 
location for free passes* while supplies last.

queensbotanical.org

877-786-6560  •  myNYCB.com

Festival de las Flores June 26
Taiwan: A World of Orchids August 12, 13 , 14

Upcoming Events

Queens County Savings Bank and 
Queens Botanical Garden 

invite you to

Enjoy the Garden 
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

There is absolutely no logi-
cal reason  why our politicians 
in Albany could not have passed 
that bill to end the statute of limi-
tations for those adults who had 
been molested as children by pe-
dophile priests and others.

What is the matter with these 
elected officials? Are they afraid 
of the great and powerful Cath-
olic church? This bill should 

have been enacted—now. Once 
again the bishops, cardinals and 
other church hierarchy can get 
away with continuing to protect 
those priests who molested thou-
sands of innocent children for 
 decades.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan and 
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio, who 
are the heads of the Archdio-
cese of New York and the Brook-

lyn/Queens Diocese, should 
be ashamed of themselves and 
should step down immediately 
from their respective positions. 
They are hypocrites in clerics’ 
clothing who have continued to 
protect these pedophile priests.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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The Big Apple Circus, which has delighted fami-
lies at Cunningham Park and Lincoln Center for 
more than 30 years, is on the verge of extinction.

Founded by two American jugglers back in 1977, 
Big Apple is actually a nonprofit that brings circus 
arts to children across the country as well as young-
sters in 50 pediatric hospitals. Circus performers 
make “clown rounds” to about 250,000 hospitalized 
children every year, using humor as a healing tool.

The raising of the Big Top tent in Cunningham 
Park is a highly anticipated annual event for the bor-
ough and provides a roof over 1,700 seats priced to 
entertain as many children as possible.

The classic one-ring circus has introduced wide-
eyed youth to thrilling acrobatics, gentle animal 
acts and amusing clown capers, which satisfy audi-
ences even though there are no tigers, lions or bears.      
There was a shadow over this year’s performance in 
Fresh Meadows, however. It was no secret that the 
circus had been struggling in recent years, but the 
situation has become dire. On the final day of the 
Queens performances, June 12, co-founders Paul 
Binder and Michael Christensen appealed for dona-
tions to keep the circus alive.

Their goal is to raise $2 million so that Big Apple 
can stage its fall production at Lincoln Center in 
Manhattan, support its community programs and 
keep more shows in New York City.

The award-winning circus, which had its first 
tent-raising in Battery Park City in 1977, was hurt 
by the 2008 recession, the Boston bombing, Super-
storm Sandy and an Atlanta ice storm. These events 
depressed ticket sales and left the nonprofit in a pre-
carious state. Layoffs and pay cuts followed.

Contributions have been coming in at a rapid clip, 
but $2 million is only a quick fix.

The Big Apple Circus needs an infusion of serious 
funds to get back on its feet and to continue its am-
bitious mission. Three hospitals in New York City—
Bronx-Lebanon Hospital Center, Harlem Children’s 
Hospital and Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer—
count on the nonprofit to visit their young patients.

In fact, the circus, which is headquartered in 
Brooklyn, helped fund the Harlem Hospital Center 
back in the 1960s. 

It’s time for the city to extend a lifeline to the Big 
Apple Circus, whether through discretionary funds 
from elected officials, contributions from some well-
heeled private citizens or a public interest campaign 
to save the organization.

 Our hometown circus has touched the hearts of 
people across the city. It would be a shame to let it die 
without mounting a major rescue effort.

SAVING THE CIRCUS

Abuse vicitims deserve day in court
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USE THE RESTROOM 
CONSISTENT

WITH WHO YOU ARE

Charlie,
Brooklyn

IN NYC, IT’S THE LAW.
NO QUESTIONS ASKED.
If you face discrimination based on 

your gender identity and expression, 

contact the NYC Commission on 

Human Rights today by calling 311. 

For more information, visit 

NYC.gov/HumanRights

Bill de Blasio, 
Mayor 

Carmelyn P. Malalis, 
Commissioner/Chair

@NYCCHR

LOOK PAST

PINK AND BLUE

#BeYouNYC

We at Transportation Al-
ternatives are outraged that 
Albany lawmakers have end-
ed the session without taking 
action on a number of bills 
related to street safety. We are 
profoundly dismayed by the 
lack of leadership and coopera-
tion in both the Assembly and 
the Senate to address urgent 
transportation safety issues.

Lawmakers failed to ad-
vance the Every School Speed 
Safety Act, which would have 
allowed New York City to de-
ploy more cameras in school 
zones and operate them during 
after-school hours, when many 
serious crashes take place.

Assembly members and 
senators also failed for the sec-
ond year in a row to take an 
important step to combat the 
scourge of hit-and-run—which 
is particularly galling at a 
moment when New York City 
has seen five fatal hit-and-run 
crashes in eight days. The bills 
before state lawmakers  would 
have taken the long-overdue 

step of aligning the penalty 
for injury hit-and-run with the 
penalty for Driving While In-
toxicated. Under current law, 
drivers who may have con-
sumed alcohol and are then 
involved in a collision have 
a perverse incentive to flee, 
since the penalty for a DWI is 
now more severe than the pen-
alty for leaving the scene.

Other measures that have 
not moved for two years in 
a row would have increased 
penalties for violations like 
drugged driving and unli-
censed driving. Lawmakers 
failed to take action on bills to 
establish a school transporta-
tion safety task force, require 
NYS DOT to establish five- and 
20-year plans for the state’s 
transportation network, put 
safety cameras on school buses, 
regulate e-bikes, and require 
drivers to give bicyclists three 
feet of distance when passing. 
Though several bills passed 
one chamber or the other, none 
passed both chambers.

Actually, there was an 
exception, but its demise is 
especially frustrating. The 
bills would have required the 
DMV to educate license appli-
cants about driving safely in 
the presence of bicyclists and 
pedestrians. The legislation 
passed both chambers but died 
in committee after the two ver-
sions could not be reconciled 
because one used the word 
“may” instead of “shall.” In 
this case, it appears that inac-
tion combined with the habit of 
passing bills in the final week, 
caused another piece of safety 
legislation to wither in Albany.

Too many New Yorkers con-
tinue to be killed and maimed 
in preventable crashes. Street 
safety advocates will be back 
in Albany in the fall to call on 
lawmakers to step up and take 
action on these life-saving 
measures in the next session.

Paul Steely White
Executive Director

Transportation Alternatives

READERS WRITE

Albany stalled on safety

Rep. Grace Meng's introduces her appointments to the U.S. mil-
itary academies this year: (l-r) Yuka Lin (West Point); Jeffrey 
Kim of Meng's Academy Review Board; Yeon Jin Joo (Merchant 
Marine Academy); Henry Wan, also a review board member; 
Erica Lou  (Merchant Marine Academy); Iris Yu (West Point); 
Meng; Lt. Commander Kelly Gualtieri, admissions officer at the 
Merchant Marine Academy; Karim Ahmed (Air Force Academy 
Prep School); Willian Zhu  (Merchant Marine Academy); Anthony 
Pravada  (Merchant Marine Academy); Liam Rock (Naval Academy) 
and Alexander Bicardi  (Merchant Marine Academy).   

Photo by Michael Shain 

ON TO THE ACADEMIES!
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

S
uppose you could af-
ford your own plane and 
might decide to bypass 
the daily commute? In 

June 1948 Queens residents 
were watching with interest 
preparations for the official 
opening of the New York Inter-
national Airport at Idlewild 
(now known as JFK Airport). 
On June 28 practice flights 
and landings began. Capt. 
Douglas Larsen piloted the 
first commercial plane to land 
at the new airport, a Peruvian 
International Airways DC-4.

Eager to make the news as 
well as simply recording it, 
the Star-Journal chartered its 
own plane in order to set a re-

cord—landing the first private 
plane at Idlewild. On June 20, 
Aviation Editor Roy Carlton 
gave a full report:

“This is seven-nine-king, 
Stinson 150, out of Rockaway 
Airport. Landing instruc-
tions, please. ‘Hello, Long 
Island Star-Journal plane, 
you are cleared to land at run-
way two-five left. Wind south 
soutwest, 15 mph.’ ‘Roger … 
coming in.’

“Joseph Alta, Rockaway 
Airport manager and momen-
tarily my co-pilot, chuckled as 
the Jamaica Bay Sahara they 
call an airport loomed closer. 
‘You’d never recognize the 
place,’ he said. “In 1941, it was 
called Queens County Air-
port. I used to operate a flying 
service right there out where 
those two hangers are. And 
boat used to sail there, where 

that 9,500-foot runway is.’
“‘Guess you could still land 

a Cub on that spot—right in-
side that 300-foot tower.’ The 
control tower operator flashed 
the green light at us. ‘Clear the 
land,’ snapped Alta, getting 
down to business.

“The airport seemed to 
stretch all over Queens. We 
turned into the runway. A 
small one—6,000 feet long. The 
concrete stretched like a rib-
bon toward the horizon, and 
the Stinson looked like a green 
pea on a billiard table. The 
plan settled. Wheels screeched 
as rubber rubbed runway – 
and stuck. Riding out to meet 
us were a jeep, a sedan, a crash 
truck and an ambulance. The 
drivers waved and shouted, 
‘Follow us.’ The procession 
rolled down three miles of run-
way, taxi-strips, and apron.

“‘What a reception,’ Alta 
remarked. ‘First seagulls, 
now a parade. Either we rate – 
or these crash truck men like 
to practice.’ A flight attendant 
on the ramp waved his arms. 
We taxied up, parked in front 
of the tower, and stepped out. 

A tall, slender man stuck out 
his hand and said, ‘I’m George 
McSharry, the superintendent. 
Welcome to New York Interna-
tional Airport.’”      

Another vision of alterna-
tive history is conjured up 
by the Star-Journal’s story of 
June 26, under the headline 
“UN May Stay in Queens, 
Chamber Tells Mayor.” It is 
now largely forgotten today 
that the first home of the Unit-
ed Nations was not in Manhat-
tan but in Flushing Meadows. 
While waiting to move into its 
permanent home in Manhat-
tan, the new organization met 
from 1946 to 1950 in the New 
York City Building in Flush-
ing Meadows Park, a relic of 
the 1939 World’s Fair, which 
had brought such enormous 
crowds to Queens. Now it 
was UN delegates such as Dag 
Hammerskjold, Golda Meir 
and Eleanor Roosevelt who 
were coming to our borough. 
Just the previous year, in 1947, 
the United Nations had voted 
to create the state of Israel in 
the building in Flushing.

According to the Star-Jour-

nal, the borough was reluctant 
to say goodbye to its illustri-
ous resident. “The temporary 
home of the United Nations 
in Flushing Meadows Park 
may yet become its permanent 
home, the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce suggested today. Be-
cause of the failure of Congress 
to approve a loan of $65,000,000 
for the development of the UN 
headquarters in Manhattan, 
there is a ‘grave danger’ that 
the permanent world capital 
may be established outside the 
United States, Frank O’Hara 
said today in a letter to Mayor 
O’Dwyer. O’Hara proposed 
that the city offer Flushing 
Meadows Park as an alternate 
to the Manhattan site. Today’s 
proposal stressed the conve-
nience of the location and the 
belief that a permanent head-
quarters could be erected at 
substantially lower cost.”

But it was not to be. In 1951, 
the United Nations moved to 
its present location on 1st Ave-
nue in Manhattan. It is tempt-
ing to speculate how the histo-
ry of Queens might have been 
changed had it remained.

T
here was an outpour-
ing of online sympathy 
for the parents of the 
little boy killed by an 

alligator at a Disney resort in 
Orlando last week, which just 
goes to show that sometimes 
the Internet has a heart, and 
sometimes it calls for blood.

The question is why.
In contrast with the half 

a million people who signed 
a petition against Michelle 
Gregg, the mom whose 3-year-
old son got into the gorilla 
exhibit at the Cincinnati Zoo, 
leading zookeepers to kill 
the 400-pound gorilla named 
Harambe, commentators did 
not go nearly as insane over 

the fact that officials “put 
down” several Disney-area al-
ligators without being positive 
which of them, if any, dragged 
2-year-old Lane Graves to his 
death.

It was with relief that I 
found far more comments 
castigating those who would 
blame the parents than ac-

tual parental castigation. It is 
like the high road was the cool 
place to be, this time. 

“It’s ridiculous to blame 
the parents who were sitting a 
few feet away and did all they 
could to save him,” read a typi-
cal online comment. And, on 
Twitter, “Pray for his family. 
Don’t judge.” 

Compare to: “#GorillaIn-
cident Mom is totally at fault 
shoot her.”

So, what accounts for the 
vast difference in response 
to these two incredibly rare 
toddler-animal tragedies that 
took place at family-friendly 
places?

Well first of all, of course, 

the 2-year-old died. There’s 
no way to say that the Graves 
family hasn’t suffered enough. 
(And what an eerily sad last 
name.) Also, even as the story 
broke, we heard that the father 
desperately tried to open the 
alligator’s jaws and couldn’t. 
No one could dare accuse that 
dad of not doing enough.

Then, too, there’s the ques-
tion of racism—although I 
think many people were jump-
ing on the Cincinnati mom 
before they knew she was Af-
rican-American. Graves was 
white.

And there’s even the ques-
tion of species-ism: Gorillas 
look like us. Alligators don’t. 
(At least, not like most of us.)

But even more than all 
that, I think that so many 
people were eager to flog the 
Cincinnati mom because the 
mob needed someone to blame 
(that’s what mobs do), and 
moms are a favorite target 
these days.

This is the era when we 

have come to believe that moth-
ers can and must be in control 
of their kids at all times. Any 
mom who takes her eyes off 
her kids—and we hear about 
it—is automatically a pub-
lic enemy (Think of all those 
moms berated for letting their 
kids wait in the car a few min-
utes, or play at the park unsu-
pervised). So if anything bad 
happens to an unsupervised 
kid, it is the mom’s fault. 

But with the alligator in-
cident, the mob seems to be 
aiming not at the mom, but 
Disney. 

“I say the Grand Floridian 
is responsible for not having 
signs posted about the gators!!” 
read one typical comment. 

The similarity here is that 
if there is any entity we love 
to blame more than moms, it’s 
corporate America. So if we 
truly believe a mom should be 
been thinking, “Well, I know 
this has never happened once 
in 38 years of the gorilla ex-
hibit, but what if today my kid 

tries to get in—and does? I bet-
ter be preparing for that!” then 
we are also quite capable of 
thinking, “Well, just because 
we are one of the most popu-
lar tourist destinations in the 
world and not once has a guest 
ever been killed by an alliga-
tor, nonetheless we should be 
constantly warning vacation-
ers about that gruesome pos-
sibility.”

In both cases, the crowd has 
found someone it can second-
guess after a once-in-a-genera-
tion (or two) tragedy. That way 
it doesn’t have to contemplate 
the unpredictability of life, or 
the fact that there is no such 
thing as perfect safety, or per-
fect parents. It can simply sit 
back and blame.

Armchair blaming has be-
come America’s favorite cop-
ing device.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids. 

COLUMNS

When an airport landed and the UN took off

The online rush to judge grieving parents
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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I 
have never visited my fa-
ther’s birthplace in Kosice, 
Czechoslovakia. In fact, I 
find that part of the world 

quite confusing. I couldn’t tell 
you the difference between a 
Czech and a Slav or what area 
the Czech Republic occupies.

My father, who passed away 
in 1999, was an incredibly 
complex man who survived 
the death camps of the Holo-
caust and then returned to 
an Eastern Europe where his 
family—mother, father, two 
brothers and a sister—were 
but a memory. He made a few 
European pit stops in Vienna 
and Paris before deciding to 
raise a family in America.

I often think that his will to 
live after losing so many close 
to him is itself a miracle. His 

loss is unfathomable, more 
than anyone should bear in a 
lifetime, much less at the age 
of 16 when we in America are 
mostly worried about college, 
sex and our future prospects.

He wore his pain stoically. 
Most people did not know 
the baggage he carried in his 
heart. But those close to him 
saw the immeasurable pain 
and damage the war had in-
flicted. He was a man who 
always thought doom was 
around the corner, that any 
silver lining was about to be 
eclipsed by a dark cloud.

It is Father’s Day as I write 
this and a glance at my Face-
book feed shows countless 
pictures of fathers and pithy 
tributes. It is hard to sum up 
a huge relationship—one that 
has so many layers and ups 
and downs—in a short tribute. 
But many try to do this and it 
makes us feel good that, even 
though our fathers are gone, 
we can honor their memory on 
this Hallmark holiday.

I’ve been thinking a lot 
about my father lately, more 

than 17 years after he sud-
denly dropped dead while on 
vacation in Florida. He died at 
the age of 73, tanned, with his 
mind still crystal clear and his 
love for my mother still fierce.

At the time, it all seemed so 
tragic—an unexpected burst-
ing of an artery, a relatively 
young man felled just as he was 
beginning to enjoy being a new 
grandfather. A big hole opened 
up in my mother’s heart for 
the loss of her beloved.

I went through the nor-
mal stages of grieving. But 
because my third child was 
born just three weeks after 
Dad’s sudden death, the focus 
shifted quickly. My child-
related insomnia was exacer-
bated by the shock of losing 
a parent, the first death of 
someone close to me. My heart 
ached. I wore his clothing for 
a few months to feel close. I at-
tended daily prayer groups to 
say the Jewish prayer for the 
dead. Life marched on and 
there were young kids, a newly 
fragile mother and a growing 
business to distract me from 

thinking too much about my 
dad and his painful life.

But last month I visited his 
brother, my only living rela-
tive of his generation, and the 
memories and the aches came 
flooding back. My uncle re-
galed me one weekend with 
stories about how he and my 
father eluded the Nazis in the 
mid-1940s, how they were able 
to procure false Christian 
identity documents for 9,000 
other Jews, and how my father 
protected his young love—my 
mother—during the war.

It occurred to me that while 
my father must have suffered 
deeply in his teenage years 
because of the loss of his fam-
ily, his life after that was filled 
with much joy. His love affair 
with my mother, which started 
when they were both tweens 
in 1937, stayed strong for the 
51 years of marriage they en-
joyed. My father saw his two 
sons grow up in New York, 
go to prestigious colleges and 
find success in their chosen 
professions.

He even got to see the prom-

ised land: two of his grandchil-
dren, Jonah and Tess, were 
the apple of his eye in those 
few years he got to enjoy them 
at the end of his life.

Father’s Day does force us 
to think of our dads and the 
impact they had on our lives. 
I was blessed to be raised by 
a man who was always there 
when I needed him; I never 
questioned where he would 
be when the chips were down. 
Of course, we all have our 
quibbles with each of our par-
ents—they should have done 
this more, they shouldn’t have 
done that, whatever.

But now, as a father of three 
wonderful children who are 
each entering their adult years 
too rapidly for me to ponder, I 
have a greater appreciation for 
my father’s sturdiness and de-
votion to family.

In this week after Father’s 
Day, I think of the famous 
phrase: “Ninety percent of life 
is just showing up.”

Here’s to all dads like mine, 
who never stopped showing up.

That’s all we can ask.

COLUMNS

T
he 2015-16 school year 
again saw many accom-
plishments by our pub-
lic high school students. 

Here are a few:
Students and faculty at the 

Pan American International 
High School in the Elmhurst 
Educational Campus partici-
pated in New York Blood Cen-
ter collection and helped col-
lect 37 pints of blood. School 
Parent Coordinator Juana 
Adams is proud that most of 
the parents participate in the 
various programs created for 
them in this small school for 
Hispanic students who have 
been in this country fewer 
than four years.

Norma Fitz-Gordon, the 
college counselor at Hillcrest 

High School, has been nomi-
nated by the Daily News as a 
Hometown Hero in Education. 
She works long, intense hours 
helping students do what is 
necessary to enter college. 
She takes work home so she 
can have more time to help the 
lines of students who fill her 
office. Dawa Sangmo has been 
named Hillcrest High’s Vale-
dictorian for the Class of 2016. 
Her volunteer work and the 
internships she participated 
in have prepared her to enter 
college.

Martin Van Buren High 
School has had many students 
accepted into college, but Derek 
Hodge and Sabrina Ariot have 
been accepted into the CUNY 
Sophie Davis School of Biomed-
ical Education. This is a 7-year 
program which will graduate 
them as General Practitioners. 
They both have been active in 
the school government, and 
their many volunteer activi-
ties include being on the school 
Leadership Team.     

The Campus Magnet Com-

plex in Cambria Heights has 
several schools, which all do 
many fine things. The valedic-
torian for the Math, Science 
Research & Technology High 
School is Jada George. She 
has been awarded a full Posse 
Scholarship to Brandeis Uni-
versity. Last summer she did 
research at NYU on genetics 
and how it affects ALS. She is 
now a lab assistant in the NYU 
Chemistry Department.

The Robotics Club in the 
Humanities and the Arts High 
School worked with their advi-
sor Mr. Abrego to build robots. 
The school’s HA! Theater Com-
pany produced a lavish Spring 
Musical Showcase which in-
volved scores of students. The 
school’s ARISTA group also 
had an installation ceremony. 
Michael Ragland won a 2016 
P.S. Art exhibition for his 
pencil drawing of a Contour 
sneaker.

The students in the Busi-
ness, Computer Applications 
and Entrepreneurship High 
School participated in The 

College Signing Day, which 
was an initiative by First Lady 
Michelle Obama to encourage 
graduates to sign up with their 
college of choice. The student 
government worked with New 
York Cares to visit local nurs-
ing homes to socialize with se-
nior citizens and sent students 
to NYGallop to assist special 
needs students to ride horses 
as therapy.

The Law, Government 
and Community Affairs 
High School has a Chapter of 
R.O.S.E., which is an organiza-
tion to empower young ladies. 
They raised $600 for breast can-
cer, beautified the walls of the 
school by posting inspirational 
messages, and for Thanksgiv-
ing they wrote individual notes 
of affirmation and distributed 
them to all the students and 
staff in the school. Principal 
Donna Delfyett-White is the 
Advisor for R.O.S.E.

The Benjamin Franklin 
High School for Finance and 
Information Technology in 
the Campus Magnet Com-

plex took their freshmen and 
sophomore students on trips 
to their mentor organizations, 
which are Queens College and 
TD Securities, Manhattan. 
The students were given infor-
mation about requirements for 
college, qualifications needed 
to succeed in school and the 
business world. The students 
were able to talk to profes-
sionals and learn about their 
educational backgrounds and 
accomplishments. 

Newtown High School has 
a guitar group conducted by 
music teacher Fred Vasquez, 
which was recently visited by 
UFT President Michael Mul-
grew. The guitarists unite the 
various cultures of the school. 
Recording artists “Lisa and 
Willie” (Class of 2003) recently 
came back to play at their alma 
mater. They also spoke of the 
importance of education. The 
freshmen guitar class is very 
popular. The Newtown High 
School had its annual spring 
concert recently.

New York high schools achieved much this year

How a complex man became a great father

Bob
Harris

n
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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Conflicts of Inter-
est Board is weighing penalties 
against two NYPD assistant 
chiefs and a retired transpor-
tation chief who allegedly ate 
at fancy restaurants paid for 
with the business credit card 
of former embattled Queens 
Library CEO Thomas Gal-
ante, according to a published 
report.

The board has found “prob-
able cause” indicating that As-
sistant Chiefs James Secreto, 
chief of the NYPD Housing 
Bureau ,and Diana Pizzuti, 
commanding officer of Patrol 
Borough Queens North, as 
well as former Transportation 
Bureau Chief James Tuller 
violated a city charter provi-
sion, the Daily News reported 
Wednesday. 

The COIB says that no pub-
lic servant may accept a valu-
able gift worth $50 or more 
from an individual or firm do-
ing business with the city.

Wayne Hawley, general 
counsel for the COIB, said the 
board is not permitted to dis-
cuss a case unless the individ-

uals have admitted to or have 
been found after a trial to have 
violated the law. 

Thomas Rohback, Galante’s 
lawyer, declined to comment 
as his lawsuit filed against the 
Queens Library is pending. 

“We are in the process of 
litigating that right now,” Roh-
back said.

The NYPD officials ate with 
Galante, who was ousted from 
his position in December 2014 
for allegedly misusing library 
funds, at restaurants such 
as Quality Meats, Christo’s 
Steakhouse, San Pietro and 
Wolfgang’s Steakhouse but 
there appeared to be no allega-
tion that they did any favors 
for him, the newspaper said. 

Pizzuti and Tuller, the for-
mer commanding officer of Pa-
trol Borough North,  allegedly 
brought their spouses to the 
dinners meant for discussions 
on police matters and could 
face up to $25,000 in penalties 
for each dinner violation, the 
News said.

Secreto allegedly told in-
vestigators from the NYPD 
Internal Affairs Bureau that 
when he succeeded Tuller 

as a borough commander in 
Queens, Tuller told him to 
maintain good relationships 
with the community, includ-

ing the Queens Library, the 
paper said. 

This comes just as three 
senior NYPD officials were 

arrested and charged Mon-
day with accepting bribes in 
exchange for official acts, ac-
cording to U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara in Manhattan.

Deputy Chief Michael Har-
rington, Deputy Inspector 
James Grant and Brooklyn 
businessman Jeremy Reich-
berg were charged with con-
spiring to commit honest ser-
vices wire fraud in a bribery 
scheme involving the receipt of 
tens of thousands of dollars in 
meals, trips, home renovations 
and other benefits in exchange 
for a variety of official NYPD 
actions, including private po-
lice escorts, ticket fixing and 
assistance in settling private 
disputes, Bharara said. 

Sgt. David Villanueva, 
formerly a supervisor in the 
NYPD’s gun licensing divi-
sion, was charged with brib-
ery offenses in connection 
with his receipt of cash bribes 
to expedite and approve gun li-
censes, Bharara continued. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Former Queens Library CEO Thomas Galante allegedly paid for lavish 
dinners for two NYPD assistant chiefs and a retired transportation chief 
with his business credit card, according to a news report.

Galante paid for offi cers’ dinners: Report 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Delicious and fresh food is on the 
menu for the Jamaica Farmers’ Mar-
ket, which celebrated its opening 
weekend for the year last Saturday.

Between 500 and 1,400 people at-
tend the Jamaica market each day, 
according to a spokesman for Down to 
Earth, which runs the market. Assort-
ed vendors, including Alex’s Tomato 
Farm, based in Sprakers and Gajeski 
Produce, located in Riverhead, offer 
vegetables, baked goods and other spe-
cial treats.

Down to Earth currently operates 
nine farmers’ markets throughout 
New York City, as well as several oth-
ers upstate. The organization, which 
was founded in 1991, coordinates with 
vendors that can supply fresh produce 
for attendees. 

The Friday market will also in-
clude Meredith’s Country Bakery, 

which specializes in baked goods and 
is based in Kingston, and Migliorelli 
Farm, which is located in Tivoli and 
will offer fruits, vegetables, beverages 
and specialty foods.

The event, sponsored by Greater 
Jamaica Development Corporation, 
has been held in the community since 
1974, and this year marks the first 
time that EBT cards will be accepted 
for purchasing items.

The Farmers’ Market will be held 
every Friday and Saturday through 
Nov. 19, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is lo-
cated on Parsons Boulevard between 
Jamaica and Archer avenues Friday 
and at 90-40 160th St. between Jamaica 
and 90th avenues Saturday. The mar-
ket’s annual Harvest Festival will be 
held Oct. 15.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

Hiram Monserrate is plotting his 
return to politics. The disgraced for-
mer state senator is running for Demo-
cratic district leader in the Elmhurst 
and Corona neighborhoods, a position 
held by incumbent George Dixon.

“It seems Hiram didn’t learn the 
lesson from his previous attempts run-
ning for office,” state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “The commu-
nity does not want him back, and they 
already rejected him twice.”

Monserrate’s campaign literature 
touts “a lifetime of service delivering 
for our community” and lists his time 
on the City Council, the New York 
State Senate and his service in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and the NYPD. The lit-
erature makes no mention that he was 
expelled from the state Senate in 2010 
after he was convicted of assaulting 
his girlfriend Karla Giraldo.

Monserrate shocked the borough’s 
political scene when he slashed Gi-
raldo’s face with glass, then pulled 
her down the stairs and through the 
hallway of his Jackson Heights apart-
ment building. Giraldo later claimed 
the slashing, was an accident but he re-
ceived a misdemeanor assault convic-
tion for pulling her by her hair, which 
was caught by a security camera.

In 20012, Monserrate was sentenced 
to 24 months in prison for fraud after 

he used City Council funds through a 
Corona non-profit  and (then using the 
organization) to conduct his failed 2006 
state Senate campaign.

As a convicted felon he cannot run 
for public office but can for district 
leader because it is an unpaid, volun-
teer political position. 

Monserrate could not be reached 
for comment.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Disgraced former politician Hiram 
Monserrate is running for Democratic dis-
trict leader in Elmhurst and Corona  

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Farmers Market returns 
to downtown Jamaica

Monserrate makes run
for district leader offi ce

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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WE KNOW THE MOMENTS… 
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BY MADINA TOURE

An amendment introduced by U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) secur-
ing an additional $8 million for cancer 
research was passed last week. 

The amendment provides funding 
for the Defense Department’s Peer-
Reviewed Cancer Research Program. 
The congresswoman’s amendment was 
attached to the Department of Defense 
Appropriations Act of 2017. 

The multimillion dollar increase 
in research funding will be used to 
combat bladder, brain, colorectal, liv-
er, pancreatic and stomach cancers, 
as well as lymphoma, melanoma and 
other skin cancers, mesothelioma, and 
cancer in children, adolescents and 
young adults. 

“I’m pleased that the House of Rep-
resentatives unanimously agreed to 
allocate additional federal dollars to 
combat diseases that kill millions of 
Americans every year,” Meng said. 
“Too many lives are lost far too early, 
and it is my hope that this funding will 
contribute to finding a cure for these 
horrific cancers. We all know someone 
whose life has been touched by a can-
cer victim or cancer survivor. I hope 
that one day Americans will not have 
to know that pain.”

Meng’s amendment was supported 
by Action to Cure Kidney Cancer, 
American Brain Tumor Association, 
American Urological Association, As-
bestos Disease Awareness Organiza-
tion, Bladder Cancer Action Network, 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
S.J. Jung, a community activist 

challenging state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) for her seat, introduced 
his campaign staff to the media Tues-
day, which includes veterans of the 
presidential campaigns of U.S. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

In March, Jung, former president 
of the MinKwon Center for Commu-
nity Action, announced he would be 
running for the second time against 
Stavisky, whom he first challenged in 
2014. Stavisky won about 60 percent of 

the vote to around 40 percent for Jung. 
The 16th Senatorial District in-

cludes parts of Flushing, Bayside, 
Whitestone, Elmhurst, Woodside, Rego 
Park and Forest Hills.

Jung held a news conference at his 
campaign office at 32-26 Union St. in 
downtown Flushing to present his elec-
tion team.

“Our campaign staff actually con-
sists of a combination of the Queens 
veterans who have deep roots and live 
networks in the district and also cam-
paign experts who knows how to orga-
nize ground games, who really knows 

S.J. Jung, a community activist challenging State Sen. Toby Stavisky for her 16h Senatorial 
District seat, formally introduced his campaign staff at a news conference. 

Photo by Madina Toure

Meng secures $8 million 
in cancer research funds

Bernie election staffers 
sign on to Jung’s team

Ridgewood Savings Bank re-
cently appointed two Senior Vice 
Presidents - Kenneth A. Ceonzo 
(Senior Vice President & Chief 
Financial Officer) and Carlos R. 
Sanchez (Senior Vice President 
& Chief Banking Officer).

Prior to his new position at 
Ridgewood Savings Bank, Mr. 
Ceonzo was with Dime Savings 
Bank for over 20 years. Starting 
in 1996, he served as Vice Pres-
ident – SEC Financial Reporting 
and Investor Relations, where he 
was responsible for all aspects 
of financial and SEC report-
ing, including investor relations, 
risk management, and financial 
modeling. From 1997 to 2002, 
he also served as corporate sec-
retary for the bank and holding 
company. Prior to his time at 
Dime, Mr. Ceonzo worked in the 
auditing field at Deloitte & Tou-
che from 1991 to 1996, where 
he held progressively senior roles 
and was responsible for audits of 
financial institutions. Mr. Sanchez 
has over 30 years of experience 
in retail market management, 
leading sales and operations 
of branch networks spanning 
several states. He comes to us 
from Popular Community Bank, 
where as Senior Vice President 
and Regional Manager, he over-
saw a branch network similar in 
size to Ridgewood Savings Bank. 
Starting in 2011, Mr. Sanchez 
was responsible for increasing 
deposit and household growth, 
investment sales, and small busi-
ness loan production. Prior to 
that, Mr. Sanchez was Director 
of Retail Banking at Amalgam-

ated Bank from 2009 to 2011. 
From 2004 to 2009, he was 
Cluster Manager at Washington 
Mutual/JP Morgan Chase. His 
previous professional experience 
in the financial services industry 
includes lending, small business 
development, foreign exchange, 
de novo branch selection, lease 
negotiations, construction over-
sight, staffing, training, and 
operations. Peter M. Boger, 
Chairman, President, and Chief 
Executive Officer of Ridgewood 
Savings Bank said, “We are 
honored to welcome Kenneth A. 
Ceonzo and Carlos R. Sanchez 
to our team. I believe that these 
outstanding professionals will 
bring excellent financial leader-
ship and the benefit of their years 
of experience to better serve our 
customers.” About Ridgewood 
Savings Bank Founded in 1921, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank is the 
largest mutual savings bank in 
New York State, with over $5 bil-
lion in assets. With 34 branches 
in the New York area, Ridge-
wood Savings Bank continues to 
serve its community as it did in 
1921, with their continued focus 
always on their customers.

���

 Kenneth A. Ceonzo     Carlos R. Sanchez

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791
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BY BILL PARRY

New York City is on the 
verge of becoming the first in 
the nation to guarantee free 
access to feminine hygiene 
products for tens of thousands 
of women in public schools, 
homeless shelters and jails. 

The City Council voted its 
approval of three landmark 
pieces of legislation Tues-
day that were introduced by 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Fererras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst).

“Menstrual hygiene prod-
ucts are as necessary as toilet 
paper and should be treated 
as basic bathroom supplies,” 
Fererras-Copeland said. 
“They allow women and girls, 
whether in school or in the 
boardroom, to participate ful-
ly in their daily activities and 
avoid health risks. Providing 
menstrual hygiene products 
privately, immediately and 
for free is also about sending 
a body-positive message by 
not perpetuating shame and 
humiliation, and acknowledg-
ing that women’s bodies, even 
those of women serving time 

in prison, deserve some dig-
nity during their periods.”

The law would require the 
city’s 800 public schools serv-
ing grades 6 through 12 to 
make free tampons and pads 
available to nearly 300,000 stu-

dents at a cost of nearly $3.7 
million in fiscal 2017 and an 
additional $1.9 million each fu-
ture year. Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has supported the move and 
is expected to sign the legisla-
tion into law.

“Nearly 30 percent of teens 
in New York City live in pov-
erty,” Councilwomen Laurie 
Cumbo (D-Brooklyn) and Hel-
en Rosenthal, (D-Manhattan) 
, co-chairs of the Women’s 
Caucus of the City Council, 

said. “The cost of feminine hy-
giene products can be as high 
as $100 annually and competes 
with other basic necessities 
like toilet paper, food and lodg-
ing, particularly for women 
and families that make daily 
financial sacrifices to make 
ends meet.”

Fererras-Copeland’s men-
strual equity initiative began 
with a free dispenser at the 
girl’s room at Corona’s High 
School for the Arts and Busi-
nesses in September. Atten-
dance jumped 2.4 percent as 
fewer girls asked to be excused 
from class throughout the day.

“I believe it should be a 
basic human right -- not to be 
humiliated by the consequenc-
es of not having access to a 
sanitary pad or tampon,” Free 
the Tampons Founder Nancy 
Kramer said. “Virtually every 
woman has a painful story of 
a time when she did not have 
access to these items.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at f or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Councilwoman Julissa Fererras-Copeland announces the passage of her menstrual equity package of legisla-
tion on the steps of City Hall. Courtesy of City Council

City Council approves free tampons bills

The Time  
Is Now!

  Exciting Majors Including: Occupational Therapy, Nursing, Physician Assistant, 
Aviation, and Pharmaceutical Science 

 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

 Get a High-Value Education at an Affordable Cost

Why York?

Visit our website: www.york.cuny.edu/admissions

You can still register for the fall 2016 semester!
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MEDICAL OFFICE
243-51 Merrick Blvd., Rosedale, New York 11422  |  Tel: (718) 749-5833  Fax: (718) 749-5834
65-17 Myrtle Ave., Ridgewood, New York 11385  |  Tel: (347) 721-3425  Fax: (347) 721-3475 

• Physical therapy
• Chiropractor
• Neurology
• Accupuncture
• Rehabilitation
• DOT Physical
• Immigration Physical
• X-Ray

• School/College Physical
• Pain Management
• Slip/Fall
• Worker’s Comp
 (Work Related Injuries)
• Orthopedic
• Neurological Rehabilition

Most Insurances Accepted
Transportation Available

If you’ve been injured in any accident, 
we are here to help.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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BY BILL PARRY

The promoters of an Oc-
tober music festival at the 
Citi Field parking lot featur-
ing hip-hopper artist Kanye 
West is drawing the wrath of 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Fererras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) for misrepresent-
ing themselves.

 Live Nation and Founders 
Entertainment are presenting 
the Meadows Festival Oct. 1-2 
and they claimed to be part-
ners with, and have the sup-
port of, the Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Alliance.

But they did not.
“I believe in bringing cul-

tural events that can spur eco-
nomic growth to benefit our 
community,” Fererras-Cope-
land said. “I met with Found-
ers Entertainment to hear 
their proposals and tell them 
they must engage more stake-
holders to build support for 
the festival. I was troubled to 
see them then claim the Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park Al-

liance as a partner when the 
alliance is not a partner and 
was never consulted about 
this event.”

Dan Wempa, New York 
Hall of Science vice president, 
is blasting the promoters for 
scheduling the Meadow Fes-
tival on the same weekend as 

World Maker Faire, which 
uses the Citi Field lots for 
overflow parking. The promot-
ers have not filed a traffic plan 
and have no police approval.

“It is astounding that Live 
Nation and Founders Enter-
tainment are proceeding with 
their plans for a concert fes-

tival on the same weekend as 
World Makers Faire, a long-
established annual event in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park that draws upwards of 
100,000 visitors,” Wemba said. 
“Worse, they are proceeding 
with a complete lack of trans-
parency or community engage-

ment about how they intend to 
assure that their event doesn’t 
negatively impact the park. 

He added, “By bringing an-
other 30,000 to 50,000 people 
per day into the neighborhood, 
this poorly planned mega-con-
cert will undermine what we 
have done over the past seven 
years to address community 
concerns about traffic, safety, 
and parking. It also threatens 
to undo a lot of cooperation 
and engagement that has con-
tributed to the success of the 
World Maker Faire.”

Neither promoter could be 
reached for comment.

“There are serious con-
cerns about the impact of a mu-
sic festival on our community, 
including how this would im-
pact Maker Faire, an existing 
and popular event in the same 
park on the same days,” Ferre-
ras-Copeland said. “Founders 
must engage around issues 
like traffic, safety and eco-
nomic impact before it earns 
our community’s support.”

Promoters of a concert starring Kanye West, to be staged in the parking lot of Citi Field in October, apparent-
ly neglected to obtain approval of Flushing Meadows Park officials before tickets went on sale.  

Photo by Julio Cortez/AP

Concert promoters infuriate Fererras-Copeland
Kanye West headlines Citi Field music festival in October but approval process ignored

Borough of Manhattan Community College 
Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

Get a FREE college education at BMCC.
Graduate with an associate degree through the Accelerated Study in Associate  

Programs (ASAP). Eligible students can choose from more than 40 degree programs. 
Call (212) 220-1397 or visit www.bmcc.cuny.edu/asap.

www.bmcc.cuny.edu/asap
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DEMOCRAT FOR CONGRESS

Vote This Tuesday, June 28th
Paid for by Suozzi 2016
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Despite an accelerated construction 
schedule to complete the Second Ave-
nue subway’s first phase by December 
the 86th Street station of the massive 
project was deserted this past Satur-
day, according to a top MTA official.

Michael Horodniceanu, chief of ma-
jor projects of the MTA, told a transit 
agency committee Monday that he vis-
ited the 86th Street site at Second Av-
enue Saturday.

“It was obvious that they had no one 
on the job,” the MTA official said.

He said the Schiavone Construction 
Co. had around 60 workers on the job 
at the 96th Street station project Satur-

day.
“It now becomes my job to talk di-

rectly with the contractor to see why 
they did not have the appropriate per-
sonnel,” said Horodniceanu.

He said “staffing problems” were 
an “almost daily” occurrence at work 
sites of the new subway line.

The new line, running between 96th 
Street and 63rd Street, will carry an 
estimated 200,000 passengers and take 
pressure off the 4, 5 and 6 trains on the 
Lexington Avenue line.  The MTA esti-
mates that the Second Avenue subway 
will reduce crowding by 13 percent on 
the Lexington line, which transports 
40 percent of the city’s straphangers 
every day.

MTA officials in charge of the Second Avenue subway project want to know why some con-
struction crews, shown here earlier this year, were absent last weekend, despite the proj-
ect's expedited work schedule.    Courtesy of MTA/Rehema Trimiew

No show workers slow 
Second Avenue subway

Riis Park Beach

516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue Port Washington, NY

ADOPTAPALOOZA &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA
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Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find 
out what to do to prepare for hurricanes in NYC. 
#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens 
by writing a letter to the editor. Send your opinions or 

comments to timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY MADINA TOURE

Streets in Jamaica, Kew Gardens 
and Kew Gardens Hills have received 
new trash cans, thanks to a new clean-
up initiative from Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) and the city De-
partment of Sanitation.

Lancman allocated $25,000 to fund 
48 new trash cans and $23,000 for ad-
ditional trash pickups. As part of the 
initiative, 24 trash cans were installed 
along Hillside Avenue and there will 
also be one extra trash pickup along 
the Hillside Avenue corridor. 

There were also 11 trash cans in-
stalled in Briarwood and 13 along 
Main Street in Kew Gardens Hills.  

About a year ago, Lancman’s office 
teamed up with the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce, the Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation and commu-
nity and business leaders to form the 
Jamaica Hills Partnership, a merchant 
association established along Parsons 
Boulevard to 172nd Street on Hillside 
Avenue. The partnership seeks to help 
the area access city services. 

Lancman helped organize business 
owners, mosque leaders and residents 
over the past several months to create 
the Jamaica Hills Partnership to rep-
resent the Hillside Avenue Corridor 
business community. 

“This is a place where people want 

to come, they want to shop, they want 
to do business, but they want to make 
sure that it is a nice place to shop,” he 
said.

Akhter Hussain, general secretary 
for the Jamaica Muslim Center at 85-
37 168th St., commended Lancman and 
the Sanitation Department for kick-
starting the initiative.

“Jamaica Muslim Center is proud 
to be partners with them. I would like 
to do anything they want us to do to fa-
cilitate, to help this community,” Hus-
sain said.

Rezaul Chowdhury, owner of two 
area businesses, including the Apnar 
Pizza store, said he was happy  to see a 
solution to the rampant garbage prob-
lem throughout the corridor. 

“I’m so happy because it was too 
much headache for me—every day 
there was a lot of garbage over here,” 
Chowdhury said.

Community Board 8 member 
Fakrul Islam Delwar, owner of Fatema 
Grocery, praised the creation of the 
merchant association. 

“I think (for) the first time ever, the 
Hillside business community got to see 
a councilman (who made sure) that we 
are represented,” Delwar said. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

City Councilman Rory Lancman (c), community leaders and representatives from the city 
Department of Sanitation count down as they are about to unveil the new garbage can. 

Photo by Madina Toure

New trash cans set up 
along Hillside Avenue

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how we  
can help you make NYC your next customer. Call 311 or visit:

nyc.gov/getcertified

This is what 
winning 

200+ city 
contracts  
looks like.

Sean Hennessey 
Owner & President, Itegix 
More than 200 contracts  

totaling $1 million

Homeless Prevention Network
HOMEBASE

If you’re at risk of becoming homeless,  
call 311 or visit nyc.gov/homebase today.

REACH OUT,  
BEFORE A SHELTER IS YOUR ONLY OPTION.

Department of
Social Services

NOW IMAGINE SEEING YOUR KIDS
GO THROUGH IT.

IMAGINE
BEING FORCED OUT OF
 YOUR HOME

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 24–30, 2016 29  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

BY MARK HALLUM

Forest Hills Stadium had 
two new murals added to the 
71th Avenue underpass be-
neath the LIRR right-of-way 
last week. 

Non-profit organization 501 
See Street, local artists and 
state Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) were 
behind the beautification 
project, which was sponsored 
by the stadium.  It features  il-
lustrations of professional ten-
nis players significant to the 
venue’s history on one mural 
and the punk rock group The 
Ramones on another.

Bronx-based artist Andre 
Trenier completed the tennis 
mural June 16, which depicts 
sports greats Althea Gibson, 
John McEnroe, Arthur Ashe 
and Billie Jean King.

“I like the idea of people liv-
ing with the work on a daily 
basis. Art in general inspires 
us, it enhances our mood. That 
is the general purpose of street 
art,” Trenier said. “I think it 

should make people feel better 
about their lives.”

Trenier attended the Uni-
versity of Arts in Philadelphia, 
where he studied illustration, 
and has been hired by 501 See 
Street for mural projects in 
the past.

501 See Street Executive Di-
rect Noah Sheroff said Hevesi’s 

office connected the non-profit 
with the stadium to have the 
project approved. Sheroff op-
erates the non-profit out of 
Auburndale and arranges for 
donors’ support and hires art-
ists. The process of organizing 
mural projects is long and dif-
ficult, he said.

“The planning stage is 

like the Smiths’ song, ‘Please, 
Please, Please, Let Me Get 
What I Want.’ Then finishing 
up it’s like ‘Ante Up’ by MOP,” 
Sheroff said. “It’s such a good 
feeling to actually complete it 
and knowing that this is for 
the betterment of the commu-
nity, especially when people 
are so complimentary.”

The mural cost $3,000 and 
measures about 60 feet, ac-
cording to Sheroff. 

“The new mural under-
neath the overpass to the For-
est Hills Long Island Rail Road 
station, depicting the Forest 
Hills Tennis Stadium, Station 
Square, and the Ramones dem-
onstrates the rich history and 
cultural significance of our 
neighborhood,” Hevesi said. “I 
look forward to continuing to 
work with artists in our com-
munity and efforts to help fur-
ther beautify our district.”

A second mural depicting 
the Ramones across the street 
is part of the same project and 
in keeping with the role the 
stadium has played in the his-
tory of Forest Hills. The Ra-
mones came from Forest Hills.
The street artists behind this 
piece are an Australian liv-
ing in Colombia known by the 
name of Crisp and a Colombi-
an living in Brooklyn known 
only as Praxis. 

A recent mural project brought local artists together to beautify an underpass at Forest Hills Stadium dedi-
cated to tennis legends and the Ramones. Facebook/501 See Streets Inc.

Neighborhood legacies honored through street art
Forest Hills Stadium underpass adorned with murals depicting athletes, musicians
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

W
E 

AR
E 

SU
RE

 T
O 

HA
VE

 A
 C

AR
 T

O 
FI

T 
YO

UR
 B

UD
GE

T 
 •

 E
AS

Y 
FI

NA
NC

IN
G!

 B
ES

T 
CH

AN
CE

 T
O 

GE
T 

AP
PR

OV
ED

 IS
 H

ER
E!

 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 6/24/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/24/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

Selection
at Major World

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

6

4

5 7

3

21 After sitting around watching mom and dad run the New York Road Runners 10K race in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, the club decided to stage a Kids Run after the big race—different distances for different age groups. 

Sprinting for the finish line at the NYRR's first Kids 
Race in Queens.

Based on the same idea as baggage claim, the race organizers set aside a place at the 
finish line for parents to claim their kids, as long as they had a matching check.

Along the shoreline of Long Island Sound 
at MacNeil Park in College Point, about 
25 kids carried off debris and recyclables 
during a day-long festival sponsored by 
ther Costal Preservation Network  

Conrad Scheinbart-Norton and Eva 
Kenny, both age 3, warm up to a furry 
white guinea pig at the makeshift pet-
ting zoo. 

Ready, set, wait? You want us to do what?

Landfill made with burnt coal ash may have seemed OK when the College Point 
shoreline was being built, but the stuff is actually polluting the sound, says Dr. 
James Servino of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, who ran the clean-up.

COLLEGE POINT PARK GETS SPRUCED UP  Photos by Michael Shain

KIDS RUN HITS THE ROAD IN FLUSHING MEADOWS  Photos by Jessica Bal
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Businesses with 20 or more full-time employees 
in NYC must offer a commuter benefits program. 
Employees and employers both save. Talk to 
your employer today!   

Contact 311 or visit nyc.gov/commuterbenefits
#CommuterBenefits 

 

 

 
 

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

Consumer
Affairs
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Rozalba Altamar puts finishing touches on her oil painting 
bound for exhibit of 13 senior artists from the Woodhaven/
Richmond Hill Senior Center starting June 23.  

Courtesy of SU-CASA Creative Aging Program

At the Queens Botanical Garden's big Rose Gala, (l-r) Eileen 
and Emily Lin of Lin + Associates Architects pose with 
Melissa Ng, who was the honoree of the night.  

Courtesy of the QBG

In Rufus King Park in Jamaica, more than 600 Muslims and 
neighbors share a community Iftar, the traditional meal that 
breaks the fast each day at sunset during the holy month of 
Ramadan.  Courtesy of Southeast Muslim Collective

The Brass Quintet from the Queens Symphony Orchestra brought back the American 
Songbook with a concert of Broadway showtunes in, of all places, the Maple Grove 
Cemetery's Center, in Kew Gardens.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Flag Day at the Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy in Bayside Terrace is, by school tradition, 
a special day for the the pre-K students, who get to march, sing and hear stories from vet-
erans in the school yard.  Courtesy of Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy

Congratulations to the Auburndale Soccer Club's BU9 
Academy Green soccer team, which won the NY State Cup 
Championship with an impressive 3-0 win in a tournament 
that started last fall. Courtesy of Auburndale Soccer Club 

The city's Department of Youth and Community Development  
held its 9th Annual Father’s Day party at Alley Pond Park 
for hundreds of kids from all five boroughs and their dads, 
guardians and father figures. Courtesy of DYCD

The Briarwood Community Association is one of the only 
civic groups in Queens that sponsors an annual street 
fair. And what's a street fair without Elmo?  

Courtesy of Seymour Schwartz
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century &  
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED
GS

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

WA

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The city Department of 
Education has selected 100 
high schools, including 15 in 
Queens, for a program that 
will enhance college access 
and opportunities for their 
students.

The program, College Ac-
cess for All, will utilize $6.8 
million during the 2016-17 
school year to train staff in 
the selected schools on how 
to build a culture of college 
access. Every high-school ju-
nior in those schools will be 
able take the SAT for free on 
April 5, 2017.

“When we talk about eq-
uity and excellence in our 
schools, there’s nothing more 
important than making col-
lege and careers available to 
every student, regardless of 
what neighborhood they live 
in or their background,” May-
or Bill de Blasio said about 
the new program.

The selected schools were 
chosen based on low post-

secondary enrollment rates, 
indicating a need to improve 
college access procedures. 
The allocated funds will pay 
for a five-day training session 
for teams from each school 
to develop plans on how to 
improve college and career 
culture, as well as hiring 11 
college planning coaches who 
will each support about 10 
schools. 

More than $3.5 million 
will be used for school-spe-
cific expenditures, including 
partnerships with college and 
career access organizations 
as well as college trips. The 
DOE also wants every middle 
school student in the city to 
have the opportunity to visit 
a college by 2018.

The selected Queens 
schools span the borough, 
from William Cullen Bryant 
High School in Long Island 
City to the High School for 
Law Enforcement and Public 
Safety in Jamaica and the 
Queens High School for Law 
Enforcement for Public Safe-

ty in Far Rockaway.
The DOE intends to offer 

every high school student in 
the system an individualized 
college and career plan by the 
2018-19 school year, and con-
tends that every high school 
in the city will have the Col-
lege Access for All program in 
their facilities by that time.

“As the first person in 
my family to go to college, I 
understand the importance 
of creating a schoolwide col-
lege-going culture and giving 
students individualized sup-
port to get to college,” Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
said. “This expansion is an 
exciting opportunity for the 
100 selected schools, and I’m 
looking forward to seeing 
this initiative reach all our 
high schools.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

The Department of Education will fund programs, staff and training to 
help improve college access and opportunity for all students enrolled in 
public high schools. The initial funding will include 15 Queens schools.

City pledges millions to improve college access
Department of Education says 100 schools will get new training to enhance opportunity

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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DROWSY DRIVING CAN BE AS DANGEROUS AS DRIVING IMPAIRED
ADVERTORIAL

The public is well educated 
about the dangers of driving 
while impaired by medication, 
alcohol or illegal drugs. But 
drivers may not be aware that 
driving while tired can be just 
as dangerous.

Driving when tired can be a 
fatal mistake. Just as alcohol or 
drugs can slow down reaction 
time, impair judgment and in-
crease the risk of accident, so, 
too, can being tired behind the 
wheel. Drowsy driving is re-
portedly what caused the fatal 
crash in June 2014 between a 
limousine and a Walmart truck 
that ended the life of comic 

James McNair and seriously 
injured fellow comedian Tracy 
Morgan. The driver, Kevin 
Roper, was going 20 miles over 
the speed limit and was almost 
at his drive time limit, accord-
ing to preliminary reports by 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board.

According to the U.S. Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, about 100,000 
car crashes in the United States 
each year occur as the result of 
an overly tired driver. Various 
studies demonstrate that driv-
ers who have remained awake 
for 18 hours prior to driving 

mimic the driving perfor-
mance of intoxicated motorists. 
In fact, drowsy driving can be 
confused with driving with a 
high blood alcohol content.

Sleepiness can arise rela-
tively quickly, and according to 
Thomas Balkin, PhD, director 
of the behavioral biology pro-
gram at the Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research and a 
leading expert on sleep and fa-
tigue, it’s difficult for drivers 
to assess just how sleepy they 
are. 

“Sleepiness affects the part 
of the brain responsible for 
judgment and self-awareness,” 

he says. “When you’ve reached 
the stage where you are fight-
ing sleep, the effect of any 
method of reviving yourself 
can be very short-lived.”

Furthermore, people do 
not have to be in a deep sleep 
to actually be asleep behind 
the wheel. Micro-sleeps occur 
when certain brain cells tem-
porarily shut down for a few 
seconds. A person is not com-
pletely asleep but in a sort of 
fog as if they are asleep. 

When sleepiness sets in, 
the best course of action is to 
pull off the road. Opening the 
window, turning on the radio 

or blasting cold air is, at best, 
only a temporary solution. If 
driving with passengers and 
feelings of sleepiness appear, 
hand the keys over to a passen-
ger and have them take over 
driving, if possible. Otherwise, 
a short nap and a cup of coffee 
can be used in combination to 
increase alertness. 

It’s also a good idea to avoid 
beginning a long road trip 
in mid-afternoon around the 
hours of two or three o’clock. 
While alertness generally dips 
in the evening hours, due to 
the circadian rhythm, alert-
ness also dips in the late after-

noon, prompting drowsiness. 
A 2010 study by the American
Automobile Association Foun-
dation for Traffic Safety found
that as many drivers reported 
falling asleep at the wheel in 
the afternoon hours as report-
ed falling asleep late at night. 
Driving in a warm, quiet car 
also may spur drowsiness, as 
would driving after a heavy 
meal. 

Driving tired is just as dan-
gerous as other impaired driv-
ing. Slow reaction times and
unawareness of surroundings 
can contribute to accidents
that are otherwise avoidable..
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2016

718.723.0015
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills

The time-honored tradition of commencement exercises con-
tinues in 2016 complete with ceremonies, speeches, valedictori-
ans, salutatorians, lunches and photos. 

It is a special time. It is a time of both recognition and comple-
tion.

The end of the academic year in the warm June days offers a 
special opportunity to recognize students who make up a school’s 
senior class. 

Graduation is also a time for families to see their children 
walk across the stage in cap and gown and witness their child’s 
moment of being awarded their well-earned diploma.

While some schools have a host speaker, the most anticipated 
speeches for parents are those from their children as they dis-
cuss their learning experience. 

The speech also allows family and friends to catch a glimpse 
of future hopes and dreams.

Graduation with its ceremonies might seem to be an end 
point. 

There is another point of view to consider, however. Gradua-
tions are also called commencement exercises. 

As such, graduation is not the end. It is, in fact a beginning. 
Congratulations to the Class of 2016.

Celebrating a new beginning
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2016
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LATE

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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still results in a rich, varied range of 
cultural offerings. 

Many of those offerings will be on 
display during the seventh annual Fes-
tival de las Flores, or Flower Festival. 
Highlighting spectacular floral art, 
the festival combines music, food, en-
tertainment and tradition. 

Festivities kick off Saturday, with 
a multicultural fair at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, followed by a family 
celebration at the Queens Botanical 
Garden Sunday. Activities will con-
tinue through July 10, when there will 
be a parade in Jackson Heights and a 
concert at Forest Hills Stadium.

According to organizers, this year’s 
festival is the biggest ever. Expect lots 
of beautiful flowers, along with sille-
tas—large, 6-foot medallions that are 
handcrafted with natural flowers by 
native Silleteros from Antioquia in 

northwestern Colombia. The Desfile de 
Silleteros, a parade through downtown 
Medellin, Antioquia’s capital, is still a 
highlight of their Flower Festival, and 
has attracted crowds since 1957.

The festival made its way to New 
York City from Colombia in 2010.

“The tradition evolved to what it is 
now and what is displayed in our Festi-
val de las Flores, a festival that demon-
strates the beauty of Colombia, as well 
as the different cultures that reside in 
New York City,” said Festival Director 
and President Luis Eduardo Acosta.

“We began our organization in the 
hopes of spreading Colombian culture 
in New York by exhibiting one of the 
most beautiful crafts created in Antio-
quia, Colombia, and showcased at our 
Festival de las Flores, which are the 
silletas,” he said.

Festival de las Flores brings the sights, 
sounds of Colombia to the streets of Queens

This year marks the seventh annual 
Festival de las Flores in New York. 

Courtesy Luisa Rebecca Photography 

Continued on Page 6

SAY IT WITH

FLOWERS
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Colombia’s people are as varied as 
its landscape, and much like Queens’ 
multicultural mosaic, the country’s 
cultural mix makes its foods, music, 

dance and art diverse and unique. 
Most Colombians are descended 

from three ethnic groups: Indians, 
African people and European settlers. 
While that may not match the level of 
diversity on display here in Queens, it 
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PRODUCTIONS

“Apartment for Sale: Tenant 
Included” — The bilingual American 
premiere of Juan Carlos Rubio’s 
comedy about human relations, living 
spaces and quality time. 
When: Through June 26, Fridays at 8 
pm and Saturdays at 3 pm in English, 
Saturdays at 8 pm and Sundays at 4 pm 
in Spanish
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

“Guys and Dolls” — “I got the horse 
right here. His name is Paul Revere” — 
Gambling, romance and the Salvation 
Army fi ll the stage in the classic 
musical tale of Sky Masterson trying to 
woo Sister Sarah Brown on a bet. 
When: July 16 to July 24
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater, St. 
Margaret Parish Hall, 66-05 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors, $12/
children

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeettt UUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPPaarrtttyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttyyyy
DDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiiccccccciiiiiiooooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHooooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFoooooooooooooddddddDDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHooooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaaddddeeee IIIIIIIIttttattaaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFooooooooooooddddddFFFFFFoooooooooooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant

HEY, CHARLIE

The cast of “You’re a Good Man Charlie 
Brown,” is bringing  its show to Forest Park. 
See listing under Productions for details.  

Photo courtesy Plaza Photos
Continued on Page 7
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For the inaugural Korean 
Theatre Festival in New York 
10 years ago, founder Du-Yee 
Chang performed an original 
one-man show based on one of 
Franz Kafka’s novels. 

Next week Chang, along 
with 16 other performers from 
various Seoul theater compa-
nies, descend on The Secret 
Theatre in Long Island City to 
stage three plays as part of the 
fourth edition of the festival 
dedicated to Korean theater. 

Chang sees the event as a 
sort of cultural exchange to in-
troduce American audiences 
to traditional Korean theater. 

“It is very similar to Japa-
nese and Chinese theater 
forms,” Chang said. “There is 
dance movement and also sing-
ing. The stories are sometimes 
symbolic and usually based on 
traditional lore.”

Korean drama did not go 
through the realism period — 
which emphasized everyday 
situations, ordinary speech 

and realistic settings — that 
reinvented Western theater in 
the late 19th century. 

That is not to say that Ko-
rean theater is all mysticism 
and allegorical stories. 

Just as Chang created an 
adaptation of Kafka’s work, 
other Korean theater compa-

nies perform Western works, 
but with a decidedly Seoul-
centric point of view. 

“When we do a Shake-
speare play, we are not doing 
it in an Elizabethan style,” 
Chang said. “We transform it 
so Korean audiences can feel 
familiar with it. It is sort of 
like how in America, ‘Romeo 
& Juliet’ became ‘West Side 
Story.’”

No large-scale musicals are 
on tap for this year’s festival, 
but Chang said the three plays 
scheduled show the variety of 
what is happening in Korean 
theater. 

“Counselor,” written and 
directed by Hyun Suk Cha, 
revolves around the owner of a 
coffee shop, who offers advice 
to emotionally and mentally 
wounded patrons, but who has 
no memory of his own past. 

“This is a very modern Ko-
rean play,” Chang said. “It is 
really an interesting psycho-
logical drama — like a Harold 
Pinter play.”

Actors perform a scene from "Same Story, Different Day," which will be part of the upcoming Korean Theatre 
Festival in New York happening at The Secret Theatre.  Photo courtesy Du-Yee Chang

Korean drama troupes offer cultural exchange
Three plays bring combination of traditional and modern styles to LIC’s Secret Theatre

Continued on Page 6

Thursday, June 23 
Through Sunday, June 26

For more information, visit 
SHOPGREATNECK.COM

Sidewalk Sale

Is

Cultural FestMu
lti

SUNDAY, JUNE 26  •  12 PM - 10 PM

Great Neck Plaza

   -  Asian-American Circle of Unity
   -  Klezical Tradition

   -  Nina Et Cetera
   -  Katya’s School of Dance

•  Outdoor Dining  •  Rides  •  Prizes •  Music:  
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EVENTS
 
Summer Kickoff Festival — 
Get summer rolling with an 
afternoon of events, including 
a read-aloud program, giant 
bubbles, ice cream making, 
historic arts and crafts and 
more. 
When: Saturday, June 25, from 
1 pm - 4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica 
Avenue and 150th Street, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Festival de las Flores — 
Celebrate the Colombian 
tradition of creating large 
medallions completely of 
fl owers. Event includes Music 
in the Garden and an art-
based scavenger hunt. 
When: Sunday, June 26, from 
noon - 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students and children 
over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Only in Queens Summer 
Festival — Borough President 
Melinda Katz sponsors this 

event featuring tours of the 
New York State Pavilion, 
exhibitions of memorabilia 
from the 1939 and 1964 World’s 
Fairs, music, food, a scavenger 
hunt and a visit from Mr. Met. 
At 4:30 p.m., SummerStage 
presents a concert with 
Ginuwine, Mack Wilds and Kid 
’n Play.
When: Sunday, June 26, from 1 
pm - 8 pm
Where: Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Poetic Inventions: 
Electricity, Enlightenment, 
Expression — Tour Latimer’s 
House and be inspired by his 
life and poetry to create your 
own poem and prose inspired 
by the inventor’s work. 
When: Sunday, June 26, from 
2:30 pm - 5 pm
Where: Lewis H. Latimer 
House, 34-41 137th St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: lewislatimerhouse@
gmail.com
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Central Astoria 2016 
Independence Celebration 
— Start your Fourth of 
July festivities early with a 
performance by the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra and a 
fi reworks show by Grucci.
When: Thursday, June 30, at 

7:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Jackson Heights Community 
Chorus — The chorus presents 
a celebration of patriotic 
music with “Americana.”  
The chorus welcomes new 
members with some choral 
experience, sopranos and 
tenors are particularly 
needed. Contact Juan Valencia 
at (917) 200-5779.
When: Sunday, June 26, at 
4  pm
Where: Renaissance Charter 
School, 37th Avenue and 81st 
Street, Jackson Heights
Cost: $10

Queensboro Symphony 
Chamber Music Society 
— Members of the Chamber 
Music Society and the 
Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra will perform a 
concert of Beethoven and 
Schumann. 
When: Wednesday, June 29, 
at 11 am
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free-will offering

DANCE

Swing Dancing — Drop by for 
weekly lessons from a swing 
dance teacher.  
When: Mondays from 6 pm - 
7:30 pm through July 11
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park, 

Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

FILM

“The Avengers” —  Captain 
America, Black Widow, Iron 
Man, the Hulk, Hawkeye and 
Thor team up with Nick Fury to 
save the planet from a team 
of villains. 
When: Friday, June 24, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Springfi eld Park, 
184th Street and 145th Drive, 

Springfi eld Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Shaun the Sheep” — In this 
animated fi lm, Shaun takes 
the day off to have a little 
fun, but gets more than he 
bargained for. 
When: Friday, June 24, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Phil “Scooter” Rizzuto 
Park, Atlantic Avenue and 
125th Street, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Norm of the North” — Rob 
Schneider provides the voice 
of Norm the polar bear, who 
heads to New York City to try 
and stop a developer from 
building condos in the Arctic. 
When: Saturday, June 26, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Joseph P. Addabbo 
Memorial Park, 133rd Avenue 
and 81 Street, Ozone Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Ant Man” — Paul Rudd stars 

The Queensboro Symphony Chamber Music Society performs next week at Flushing 
Town Hall. See listing under Music for details. 

Photo courtesy Queensboro Symphony

QUEENSBORO PLAYS THE CLASSICS

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 24-30, 2016

By Ed Canty

In a Fowl Mood
Across
1. Gentle one
5. Andretti, for one
10. Cross words
14. Curved molding
15. Bugs Bunny 
voicer Mel
16. Theater award
17. Stroll like Donald?
20. Give the slip
21. Partner of void
22. Maiden name 
preceder
23. Let go
26. Jabbed in the ribs
28. Pulitzer Prize 
category
30. Politician's 
promise, perhaps
33. Jackie's O
36. Gambling 
mecca
38. Furlough
39. Old-timer, 
perhaps
43. ___ firma
44. Metric system 
prefix
45. Get into a stew?
46. Asimov and 
Newton
48. Skywalker and 
Russert
51. Giving the 
onceover
53. Validate again, 
perhap
57. Pipe joint
59. All alternative
61. "You've got 
mail" hearer

62. Giving up 
suddenly
66. Tiny bit
67. ___ Alert
68. Greet the judge
69. Put one's foot 
down
70. Minute
71. Prophet

Down
1. Decrease
2. Tequila plant
3. Hero's reward
4. Put in the bunk
5. Brit. honorary 
initials
6. Pledge of 
Allegiance ender
7. Drops from the sky
8. Replenish the 
stamp pad

9. Spotted animal
10. Part of P.S.T.: 
Abbr.
11. Rich dessert
12. Suffix with 
appear and disturb
13. Kindergartener
18. Shakespearean 
king
19. Acid neutralizer
24. Hindu wrap
25. Alter
27. Business V.I.P.
29. Broadway backer
31. Eye part
32. Fair sight
33. Start to freeze?
34. Anonymous 
Richard and
Jane
35. Exodus 
participant

37. Happen
40. Use a rosary
41. Kind of form
42. Snap request?
47. Ski resort 
vehicle
49. Jacob's twin
50. UConn home
52. Fairy tale figure
54. Boozer
55. Reagan attorney 
general
56. Snoop
57. Sponsorship: 
var.
58. Hot stuff
60. Hamburg's river
63. Catch a few Z's
64. Room with an 
easy chair
65. Strive

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS
T O T E M A L A D U M P
I V O R Y R A D A R H O E
P A R R O T T C A K E A B A
S L E E P S E R A S M U S

D I A L R E A L
A R C A R E A S E D D A
M A R C S A L T D R U N K
O D O R N O R A C N E
K I W I S T H E N S K I P

I S N T O A S I S S E T
A G E D S E C T

S P E A R E D C O E R C E
T E A D O V E L E T T E R S
O A R S P I C E C R E E P
O T T S L O E H A L E Y

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT 
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, 

check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 7
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BY MERLE EXIT

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz has partnered 
up with various organizations 
to provide talent for perfor-
mances at various locations, 
kicking off with the “Only in 
Queens Summer Festival Sun-
day” at Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park near the Unisphere.

The festival commemorates 
the anniversary of the 1939 
and 1964 World’s Fairs. 

“Music, food, and fun in the 
park are what New York sum-
mers are made of, and we’re 
proud to bring it all together 
this June,” Katz said.

In the outdoor area directly 
behind the Queens Museum, 
the Queen’s Cartoonists, Ra-
dio Jarocho, Kumbakin, FJ 
Music, Zikrayat and other art-
ists will take the stage from 1 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

“The Queens Cartoonists 
are dedicated to playing music 
from old cartoons,” said Greg 
Hammontree, who plays trum-
pet with the band.  Hammon-

tree says that their audience 
ranges from nostalgic adults 
to little kids.

Then, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m., Summerstage takes over 
as Ft. Mack Wilds, Kid ’n Play 
and Ginuwine perform. 

But the music continues 
throughout the summer at 
venues across the borough. 

Yoel Sharabi, a master of 
modern Israeli and Chassidic 
melodies, will be singing and 
playing the recorder with his 
band at MacDonald Park in 
Forest Hills June 28 at 6 p.m. 
Sharabi performed “Hatik-
vah,” the Israeli National An-
them, and “The Star Spangled 
Banner” at the former Shea 
Stadium for National Jewish 
Heritage Day back in 2007.

Nostalgia reigns in July 
and August, as the Alive N’ 
Kicken Cover Band takes 
their “’60s to Today” concert 
to two venues. On July 10, at 6 
p.m. catch them in Rockaway 
Beach, at Beach 94th Street 
and Shore Front Parkway. 
A July 24 stint puts them at 

Fort Totten, Totten Avenue at 
Cross Island Parkway in Bay-
side with a 5 p.m. show. 

The Metropolitan Opera 
continues its summer series 
with an enchanting evening at 

Socrates Sculpture Park July 
11. Featured are pianist Dan 
Saunders with opera stars so-
prano Michelle Bradley, tenor 
Kang Wang and baritone Yun-
peng Wang.

Motown with the Moon-
lighters takes the stage 
Sunday, July 31, at 5 p.m. at 
O’Donohue Park, Seagirt Bou-
levard and Beach 17th Street 
in Far Rockaway. 

Having appeared at Radio 
City Music Hall and Madison 
Square Garden, the Devotions 
share their “Sunday Kind of 
Love” on Aug. 7,  at 5 p.m., at 
McNeil Park, Poppenhusen 
Avenue and 119th Street in 
College Point.

Sunday Gospel comes to 
Springfield Park July 17 at 5 
p.m. as James Dale performs 
and a summer of music would 
not be complete without a con-
cert from the Queens Sympho-
ny Orchestra, which is being 
presented Wednesday, July 27, 
7 p.m., at St. John’s University.

The Queens Cartoonists will perform as part of this weekend's “Only 
in Queens Summer Festival” at Flushing Meadows Corona Park.  

Photo courtesy Greg Hammontree

All of Queens is stage for musical performers
Joint effort between Katz, cultural organizations brings smorgasbord of sounds to boro

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, New York | At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch

Open at 12 Noon
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In “The Genius Magician, Young-
Sil Chang,” conceived by and starring 
Hyun Jin Ham, a young magician is the 
reincarnation of a genius inventor from 
the 15th-century Chosun Dynasty. 

Living in a beautiful fictional world, 
the young magician uses his powers to 
fight villains set on destroying nature. 

Both plays will be performed with 
supertitles displaying English transla-
tions of the dialogue. 

Although “Same Story, Different 
Day,” a piece written to mark the 65th 
anniversary of the Korean War, will 
be performed without titles, Chang be-
lieves the story will be understood by 
English-speaking audience members 
with its use of movement and panto-
mime. 

“It is a very sad story, but also very 
comic,” Chang said. “It is a very impor-

tant subject for us. We are still sepa-
rated.”

Although Korean ex-patriots are 
most likely to attend the festival, Chang 
hopes to reach plenty of American the-
atergoers as well. 

“We are aiming for both,” he said. 
“For New Yorkers, these are good plays 
for theater performances. Korean the-
ater can introduce a different dimen-
sion or style.”

IF YOU GO
Korean Theatre Festival in New York

When: June 29 through July 3
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10/general, $7/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Aside from the floral attractions, 
there will be lots more to see, hear and 
do at the festival.

Saturday’s Multicultural Fest, 
which runs from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., will 
feature live music from both inter-
national and local artists, along with 
comedy group Caballo Loco, and much 
more. Foods from over 30 vendors 
will be available and the fest’s family-
friendly activities will include ethnic 
crafts and face painting.

Sunday’s celebration at the Queens 
Botanical Garden will go from noon to 5 
p.m. It will offer attendees the chance to 
see completed floral creations and have 
their pictures taken with them. It will 
also feature live music, crafts, a bilin-
gual story time for kids, and an art ex-
hibit by Colombian visual artist Tatiana 
Arocha.

At noon on July 10, the Desfile de las 
Flores, or Flower Parade, will kick off 
down Northern Boulevard in Jackson 
Heights, going from 69th to 88th streets.

Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz will be at the parade, along with 
the newly crowned 2016-2017 Flower 
Queen, Carolina Cañas. A current stu-
dent at Baruch College, Canas, 20, hails 
from Medellin.

That evening, Forest Hills Stadium 

will host the Concierto de las Flores, or 
Flower Concert, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
This free event will include well-known 
Colombian comedians from Caracol In-
ternacional’s “Sabados Felices,” popular 
DJ Camilo from NY’s Hot 97 radio station 
spinning Latin American hits, and other 
famous Latin artists to be announced 
soon.

“I joined the festival to support this in-
credible movement that has been around 
for seven years and that focuses on bring-
ing all cultures together through the art 
of silletas,” said Wendy Angulo, CEO 
of Wendy Angulo Productions and the 
events coordinatior for the festival. “As a 
Queens native and resident, the festival 
is a beautiful statement of the diversity 
of our borough,” 

IF YOU GO
Festival de las Flores

When: Saturday, June 25, from 
10 am - 6 pm
Where: Flushing Meadows Corona Park
The Flower Festival
When: Sunday, June 26, from 
noon - 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students and children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Continued from Page 41 

Flowers

Continued from Page 43 

Korean

Young parade participants carry smaller versions of the silletas in the Jackson Heights pa-
rade. Courtesy Luisa Rebecca Photography 
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as a former thief who dons a 
special outfi t that turns him 
into a miniature superhero 
with the strength of an 
army of ants in this action-
adventure fi lm. Come an hour 
early for a kids’ craft activity. 
When: Tuesday, June 28, at 
8:30 pm
Where: A.R.R.O.W. Community 
Center, 35-30 35th St., Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Shaun the Sheep” — In this 
animated fi lm, Shaun takes 
the day off to have a little 
fun, but gets more than he 
bargained for. 
When: Thursday, June 30, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Rosemary’s 
Playground, Fairview Avenue 
and Woodbine Street, 
Ridgewood
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

KIDS AND FAMILY

PuppetMobile presents 
“Puss in Boots” —  CityParks 
breaks out the puppets to tell 

the story of Puss, who one day 
tells his owner not only can 
he talk, but he has a plan to 
better their lives. 
When: Friday, June 24, at 4 pm
Where: Main Park House, 
Cunningham Park, Fresh 
Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Family Day — Councilman 
Rory Lancman hosts another 
day of games, infl atables, a 
photo booth and more. 
When: Saturday, June 25, 
from 1 pm - 4 pm
Where: Pomonok Playground, 
155th Street, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

The Uni Project — Spend 
the afternoon reading and 
drawing at the Uni.
When: Saturday, June 25, 
from 1 pm - 5 pm
Where: Astoria Heights 
Playground, 30-64 45th St., 
Astoria
Cost: Free
Website: www.
friendsofastoriaheightspark.
org

Cido the Clown — Cido brings 
his red nose, big feet and 
magic show to entertain kids 
of all ages. 

When: Saturday, June 25, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Forest Park Carousel, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Science in the Park — Alley 
Pond Environmental Center 
and New York Hall of Science 
team up for hands-on science 
programs, including pond 
exploration, engineering and 
fl ight. 
When: Sunday, June 26,, at 
1 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
76th Avenue and Springfi eld 
Boulevard, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

The Great Miguelino — 
Miguelino will amaze and 
amuse you with his magical 
tricks. 
When: Sunday, June 26,  at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park, 111th Street 
near the Queens Zoo, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Continued from Page 44 
Arts
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Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

“Harvey” — First String 
Players present Mary 
Chase’s classic comedy 
about wealthy drunk Elwood 
P. Dowd, who begins to have 
visions of a giant rabbit 
named Harvey. 
When: July 14 to July 17
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 
70-01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143

Website: fi rststringplayers.
org

“No-No Boy” — Pan Asian 
Repertory Theatre presents 
this dramatization of the 
1957 novel by John Okada 
that looks at repercussions 
of choices made during 
wartime and the effect of 
internment on family, friends 
and the community. 
When: Sunday, June 26, at 
2 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $5/general, Free/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700

Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

“You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown” — The 
Peanuts gang stars 
in this family-friendly 
musical. Songs in the show 
include “Suppertime” and 
“Happiness.”
When: Thursday, June 30, 
at 6 pm
Where: Buddy Monument, 
Forest Park, Myrtle Avenue 
and Park Lane South, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Continued from Page 42 

Theater

SAY YES-YES

Chris Doi and Claro de 
los Reyes perform a 
scene from the Pan Asian 
Repertory Theatre’s pro-
duction of “No-No Boy” 
playing at Flushing Town 
Hall this weekend. See 
listing under Productions 
for details.  

Courtesy John Quincy Lee
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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Brunch held Saturday at the 
Riverview Restaurant in Long 
Island City. Hundreds turned 
out, a larger crowd than usual, 
according to his office.

“I believe the response to 
that horrible, horrible act is 
what we are all doing today,” 
Van Bramer said. “which is 
live in their memory to live 
louder, to live prouder, to be 
stronger.”

After a rousing standing 
ovation, Van Bramer spoke of 
the early years of his relation-
ship, when Dan wanted to hold 
hands or kiss in public.

“I’m not afraid to say I 
was a little afraid to do that,” 
he said. “But after all of what 
happened in Orlando it re-
minds me that all of us should 
commit to showing our love 
and even more public displays 
of affection in their memory. 
No act of violence can or ever 
should change who we are and 
how we should live.  Instead it 
should provoke us to live even 
prouder and to fight even hard-
er for equality for every single 
person in the country.”

Vigils and marches have 
been a nightly occurrence in 
Jackson Heights where an eve-
ning of Rights and Reflections 
was scheduled to take place 
Saturday. Leading community 

activists and artists will share 
their experiences with racial 
and religious discrimination 
throughout the world begin-
ning at 4 p.m. at Diversity 
Plaza.

Last Saturday, dozens gath-
ered for a vigil on the Great 
Lawn in Astoria Park. City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) remem-
bered the victims and stood in 
solidarity with the LGBT com-
munity.

“This heinous crime shows 
that our Congress must enact 
gun violence prevention leg-
islation on a federal level,” he 
said. “Gun safety legislation is 
a common sense solution that 
would help prevent many of 
the hundreds of shootings and 
gun deaths that happen every 
day throughout the nation.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) said much 
the same thing during a rally 
on the steps of City Hall last 
Friday with elected officials, 
LGBT leaders and gun safety 
advocates calling on Congress 
to past gun safety reforms.

“Gun violence is an epidem-
ic in our country,” Maloney 
said. “We just had the deadli-
est mass shooting in Ameri-
can history in Orlando when 
a man full of hate murdered 49 
people because of their sexual 
orientation. That was on top of 
another 6,000 people who have 
been murdered by guns this 

year. This country needs to 
wake up and pass meaningful 
gun safety reforms like renew-
ing the assault weapons ban 
and keeping guns out of the 
hands of people on the terror-
ist watch list or those convict-
ed of hate crimes.”

On Monday, the Senate 
rejected four proposals to 
strengthen the nation’s gun 
laws.

The same day the U.S. Su-
preme Court refused to strike 
down gun control laws in New 
York and Connecticut, which 
were enacted after 20 children 
and six educators were killed 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Connecti-
cut. Mayor Bill de Blasio ap-
plauded the justices; action.

“From Orlando to San Ber-
nadino to Newtown, far too 
many Americans have seen 
their families and communi-
ties ripped apart by gun vio-
lence,” de Blasio said. “Assault 
weapons and high-capacity 
magazines have no place on 
our streets. They are weapons 
of war that until Congress acts 
will continue to kill and injure 
innocent men, women and 
children.”

The annual Gay Pride 
March will take place Sunday 
in Manhattan.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

the LBGT community as well 
as their families and friends. 
The couple opened their Flush-
ing home, at 171st Street off 
35th Avenue, to gay New York-
ers who were outcasts in their 
own homes.

They became pioneers in 
the American gay rights move-
ment and today, PFLG has 
more than 350 chapters and 
over 200,000 members in all 50 
states.

“Jeanne and Jules showed 
how love and passion can 
move us to make a positive 
change in our community,” 
Gillibrand said. “Their advo-
cacy is deeply ingrained in 
the LGBT community here 
in New York and around the 
country — beginning with 
their unmatched love for their 
son, to the Queens Pride Pa-

rade that marches every year 
on 37th Avenue, to their found-
ing of an organization that for 
the last 44 years has fought for 
LGBT equality. This designa-
tion would be a fitting trib-
ute to honor their courage in 
their decades-long fight for the 
LGBT community.”

After her death in 2013, 
President Obama posthu-
mously awarded Jeanne Man-
ford the Presidential Citizens 
Medal, one of the highest hon-
ors an American civilian can 
receive, for her advocacy work. 
Jules Manford died in 1982. 

Morty Manford was a 
founding member of the Gay 
Activists Alliance, which he 
was heavily involved with un-
til he died from AIDS in 1992.

“Jeanne and Jules Manford 
were not only loving, accept-
ing parents to their openly-
gay son, Morty, but they also 
served as loving, accepting 
parents to the entire LGBT 
community,” Schumer said. 

“It is a truly fitting tribute to 
the Manford’s legacy of work.”

Jeanne Manford was the 
original grand marshal of the 
Queens Pride, which passes in 
front of the Jackson Heights 
Post Office, located at 78-02 
37th Ave. 

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
who founded the march and 
festival, applauded the House 
vote.

“Jeanne and Jules Man-
ford were the ‘parents’ of the 
gay rights movement.  They 
allowed their home to be used 
as the cradle for gay liberation 
and were the first parents of 
an openly gay child to support 
that child in public,” Dromm 
said. “Jeanne and Jules blazed 
new trails for the LGBT com-
munity by standing up for 
their openly gay son Morty 
Manford. This renaming is a 
fitting tribute to the Manfords 
and all they believed.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by so voters must be registered 
as Democrats to cast a ballot. 
You can check your enroll-
ment status on the New York 
State Board of Elections web-
site.

Polls in New York City will 
open at 6 a.m. and close at 9 
p.m. To determine your poll-

ing location, you can search 
by your address at http://nyc.
pollsitelocator.com/search or 
you can call the city’s Voter 
Phone Bank at 1 (866)-VOTE-
NYC or e-mail your address 
to the city’s BOE at vote@boe.
nyc.ny.us.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

the state law on the FAR, the 
floor area ratio, to allow for 
larger structures it claims is 
necessary to move the afford-
able housing plan forward.  

“Any more changes to al-
low for even larger buildings 
is unnecessary and would be 
unconscionable,” Nolan said. 

The end of the session at 
5 a.m. Saturday was a disap-
pointment for fellow Assem-
blywoman Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth), a champion of 
the Child Victims Act for the 
last decade. That bill would 
have eliminated the statute 
of limitations for child sex 
abuse crimes but never made 
it to the floor for a vote.

“It was disappointing 
that, despite the best efforts 
of my colleagues in the As-
sembly and our leadership 
to put forward a very modest 
compromise bill that could 
become law this year, there 
was absolutely no way to 
move the staunch opposition 
of the Republican-controlled 
Senate and get any action 
on the issue,” Markey said. 
“So much for compromise 
to help protect children this 
year. I think we can look for 
disappointed survivors and 
supporters to hold them re-
sponsible at the ballot box 
this fall and a very different 
result when we bring a much 
stronger bill to the Legisla-
ture next January.”

The frenzied conclusion to 
the session garnered mixed 
reviews for the results and 
the process itself.

 For instance, state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo, Jr. (D-How-
ard Beach) was pleased that 
action was taken to combat 
the heroin epidemic that af-
fects many young people in 
his district, but none was 
taken to replace the 421-a tax 
abatement for developers, 
leaving the building of af-
fordable housing stalled.

“It always seems to happen 
in the New York State Legis-
lature that the last hours of a 
six-month legislative session 
were marked by the appear-

ance of ‘The Big Ugly,’ which 
can best be described as the 
kitchen sink of state govern-
ment, with a wide variety of 
unrelated issues all thrown 
into one big piece of legisla-
tion and then served up on a 
platter for approval,” Addab-
bo said. “I still think this is a 
terrible way to do the public’s 
business, making and pass-
ing deals in the middle of the 
night, when important issues 
could have and should have 
been openly and honestly de-
bated in the light of day over 
the last six months.”

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) has 
seen it all since she first got 
elected to the Senate in 1999.

“It could have been a lot 
worse,” she said. “But I was 
not pleased that we didn’t 
do enough ethics reform, al-
though we did take the first 
step with pension forfeiture 
,and I don’t know how the Re-
publicans couldn’t advance 
the Child Victims Act. That’s 
outrageous.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) called the 
session frustrating because 
Republican senators were 
regularly blocking impor-
tant advances in basic mat-
ters, particularly the Dream 
Act, which would authorize 
conditional residence for 
undocumented immigrants. 
State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) agreed.

“Thanks to Senate Demo-
crats, this year’s session 
achieved positive steps on 
raising the minimum wage, 
implementing paid family 
leave, addressing the heroin 
crisis and funding our pub-
lic schools,” Gianaris said. 
“Unfortunately, however, 
despite the scandals rocking 
state government, the voices 
of New Yorkers demanding 
reform were ignored and 
needed ethics laws were not 
enacted. We need to end the 
Albany status quo and re-
store people’s faith in their 
government.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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didates during the 2014 elec-
tion. De Blasio also traveled 
to Albany for a hearing on 
mayoral control, but skipped 
a second session held in New 
York City to the ire of Repub-
lican lawmakers. Peralta, 

who was critical of the mayor 
for missing the hearing, said 
the final deal was a “shot 
across the bow” at de Blasio, 
cautioning him from becom-
ing too heavily involved in 
upstate politics.

“They said, ‘Remember 
that you are a creature of the 
state,’” Peralta said, referring 
to the Republicans’ view of de 
Blasio, “so don’t get involved 

strengthen small businesses.
Jung also said he plans 

to maximize the Senior Citi-
zen Rent Increase Exemption 
program’s income cap, build 
more affordable senior hous-
ing and expand the Elderly 

Pharmaceutical Insurance 
Coverage program. 

“While out in the neigh-
borhood knocking doors, 
talking to the voters, I have 
found that voters are yearn-
ing for real change,” Jung 
said. “Countless voters are 
yearning for a new day when 
it comes to politics in our 
state and in our community.”

er said that one of his friends 
suggested they play a version 
of the knockout game, which 
is an attempt to knock an in-
dividual unconscious with a 
single punch, police said. The 
three assailants subsequent-
ly approached Khan and be-
gan punching him on his face 
and head, knocking him off 
his bike in the process, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

The assailants fled the 
scene eastbound on Jamaica 
Avenue towards Francis Lew-
is Boulevard, according to 
the police. A statement from 
the New York Chapter of the 
Council on American-Islam-
ic Relations released after 
the attack said the assailants 
had not stolen Khan’s wal-
let, watch or bike and noted 
that the three attackers were 
laughing as they fled.

After the attack, Khan 
was taken to Jamaica Hospi-
tal with lacerations, bruis-

ing and swelling to his face. 
He suffered from broken ribs 
and was initially unable to 
speak to authorities due to 
the extent of his injuries. 
Khan had surgery and was 
unable to open his eyes but 
was beginning to recover, ac-
cording to a Facebook post on 
CAIR-NY’s page June 9.

The council called on the 
NYPD to investigate the as-
sault for a bias motivation. 
Police subsequently said they 
were investigating the attack 
on Khan as a hate crime and 
were looking for a possible 
bias motivation.

Police released video 
showing two of the alleged as-
sailants in the immediate af-
termath of the attack outside 
of 105-13 Jamaica Ave. The 
three suspects, including the 
arrested individuals were 
described as black males in 
their teens, according to po-
lice. The NYPD is encourag-
ing anyone with additional 
information to call NYPD 
Crime Stoppers at 1 (800)-577-
TIPS. 

tioners bemoaning the pre-
ponderance of trucks illegally 
parking or operating in a reck-
less manner in the confines of 
the 105th Precinct, which runs 
along the Nassau border from 
Glen Oaks to Rosedale. 

De Blasio touted a 10 per-
cent drop in murders city-
wide, with a 20 percent uptick 
in gun arrests, and contrasted 
his vision with that of previ-
ous administrations and crit-
ics. He noted that there were 
zero murders to date in the 
confines of the 100th and 105th 
Precincts, and that commu-
nity policing was in place in 
three out of the four police pre-
cincts in the area and would 
be instituted at the 103rd Pre-
cinct, which covers Jamaica, 
this fall. 

“I said we need a safer city 
and a fairer city,” he said. 
“And there were many people 
saying you had to have one or 
the other.”

The mayor and Richards 
also spoke about a $1.5 bil-
lion investment from the city 
included in the mayor’s 2015 
executive budget to address 
flooding issues in southeast 
Queens, with more than $770 
million to be allocated in the 
next four years. Chief among 
the issues is to improve sewer 
infrastructure in the area. 

De Blasio also announced 
that one to three family hom-
eowners  would be receiving a 
$183 credit from city govern-
ment this summer in return 
for what he said was a long-
standing practice of hidden 
taxes in residents’ water util-
ity bills, though earlier this 

week a Manhattan Supreme 
Court judge issued a tempo-
rary restraining order, saying 
the city did not have the power 
to offer the credit.

Asked to expand on recent 
City Council legislation of-
fering police the option of de-
criminalizing minor crimes 
and offenses, de Blasio said 
the relationship between his 
administration and the police 
was not as confrontational as 
had been represented in some 
media. Last month, the Coun-
cil passed the legislation de-
criminalizing low-level, non-
violent offenses.

“Everything we’ve done to 
address summons in this city 
has been done shoulder-to-
shoulder with the NYPD,” he 

said. “We want officers to have 
the opportunity to use the tool 
they know is right.”

Richards also spoke about 
the new legislation, saying 
that people of color were over-
whelming penalized and bur-
dened by being charged with 
minor offenses, and said that a 
prior arrest for a petty crime 
should not define an individu-
al’s future.

“We are leveling the playing 
field,” he said. “Based on the 
color of our skin, it shouldn’t 
be a life sentence.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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Mayor Bill de Blasio and Councilman Donovan Richards field questions 
during a town hall at Springfield Gardens Educational Complex.  

Photo by Patrick Donachie

school year, according to an 
Educational Impact State-
ment about the potential co-
location drafted by the DOE. 
The charter would have add-
ed 420 to 460 high school stu-
dents by the 2019-2020 school 
year.

Janice Berry, IS 109’s PTA 
president, expressed opti-
mism that the school would 
raise its enrollment numbers 

in the next year and said she 
was grateful for the support 
of the elected officials and 
community members.

“I think our input into it, 
and the fact that we contin-
ued to fight for it had a big im-
pact on the decision that was 
made,” she said. “Needless to 
say, we’re ecstatic.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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they’re not deep enough to pro-
vide for the market today.”

She warned that other 
states such as Pennsylvania 
“are doing a better job” with 
their incentive programs and 
“we’re losing jobs to them.”  
She also said public transit 
does not get people every-
where they need to be in the 
5.5-square-mile neighborhood 
and existing transit is over-
loaded.

Kathryn Wylde, president 
and CEO of Partnership for 
New York City. was part of the 
keynote panel.

“Thanks to strong local 
leadership and proactive 
planning, Long Island City 
is well-positioned to manage 

its growth as a hub of innova-
tion and residential activity, 
while preserving its historic 
strengths in manufacturing 
and the arts,” Wylde said. She 
said the huge growth in resi-
dential population will change 
Long Island City in the next 
decade.

“It’s going to change the dy-
namics of the community, it’s 
going to be different because 
the people will be different,” 
Wylde said. “When the real 
estate is worth far more than 
the family business occupy-
ing it, the family business will 
be gone. There’s going to be 
change dynamics.”

Benaim spoke of the tre-
mendous transformation LIC 
has undergone in the ten years 
since he opened his first real 
estate office in 2005.

“If you asked me five years 

ago, or even three years ago 
during the first summit, I 
would never have said the area 
would be as extraordinarily 
popular as it is now,” he said. 
“As one of the most exciting 
New York City neighborhoods, 
Long Island City has become 
the best alternative for devel-
opers and stakeholders who 
can no longer afford Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn. As demand 
increases, developers will con-
tinue to bring new residential 
and commercial projects to 
the area, further expanding 
its micro-neighborhoods like 
Court Square, Dutch Kills and 
Queens Plaza.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Gary Cohen and Howie 
Rose both grew up as New 
York Mets fans.  

Fast forward several de-
cades, and the two are now 
among the most recognizable 
voices in all of Mets fandom—
Cohen serving as the squad’s 
play-by-play announcer on 
SNY and Rose as the radio 
announcer on WOR. 

And while the pair may 
split off to their respective 
announcing booths when the 
Mets take the field, they have 
teamed up once again for 
SNY’s “Beat the Booth with 
Gary and Howie,” a trivia 
show that pits the announcers 
against some of the biggest 

New York Mets fans around. 
This year’s two-night event 
will air Tuesday and Thurs-
day directly after Mets Post-
game on SNY. 

“For me the fun is work-
ing with Howie,” Cohen said. 
“Howie and I did two years 
together on radio right be-
fore SNY started and we have 
such a great relationship and 
we have very similar experi-
ences as fans and as broad-
casters. So it was tremendous 
fun those years working with 
Howie and it’s great to be able 
to be on his team again.”

While the fans appearing 
on the show may spend weeks 
studying facts about their fa-
vorite squad, pouring over 
highlight reels on YouTube 

BY LAURA AMATO

Joanna Muniz had waited 
her whole life for this mo-
ment. 

Or at least the last four 
years. 

The John Adams senior 
had a goal. She wanted to win a 
Wingate Award. Of course, she 
also wanted to lead her team to 
victories, to compete for titles 
and score as many goals as 
possible, but in the end, it was 
about getting a Wingate. 

Last Friday at the Brooklyn 
Marriott, surrounded by some 
of the best and brightest high 
school athletes in the city, Mu-
niz saw her dream realized 
when she was honored by the 
PSAL with a Wingate Award 
for girls’ lacrosse. 

It had been worth the wait. 
“I mean it’s meant the 

most,” Muniz said. “This is 
what I’ve been waiting for my 
whole life. Wingate was the 
award that I wanted to strive 
for. So getting this award, it 
means so much because it 
means that all my hard work 
paid off.”

Muniz has made her ath-
letic presence known at John 
Adams throughout her high 
school career, competing at 
everything from soccer to vol-
leyball. But it was on the la-
crosse field that Muniz really 
belonged —becoming an offen-
sive force this spring. 

She scored 91 goals on 125 
shots during the regular sea-
son, as well as 27 assists. In the 
playoffs, Muniz added another 
17 goals and five assists. 

After leading John Adams 
to a semifinal appearance, 
she was named to the PSAL 
2016 All-League Team. Still, 
she had to admit that being 
honored as a Wingate winner 
was the highlight of her senior 
year. 

“I had been waiting for this 
the whole season,” Muniz said. 
“I always said, ‘That’s going to 
be me one day. I’m going to get 
that.’”

Of course, Muniz wasn’t 
the only Queens athlete hon-
ored by the league. 

Eight senior standouts took 
away awards, including Fran-
cis Lewis hoops star Taliyah 
Brisco. 

One of the most versatile 
scorers in the city, Brisco led 
the Patriots to an “AA” cham-
pionship berth this season. 
Although the squad ultimately 
fell to South Shore 55-39 in the 
final, Brisco’s talent could not 
be denied. 

The guard packed her stat 
sheet throughout the year, 
averaging 11.53 points, 3.13 re-
bounds and 4.53 assists during 
the regular season. 

The annual awards were 
one last honor for some of the 
biggest names in New York 
City high school sports and, 
for many of the athletes, one 
last chance to be among their 
peers before heading off to col-
lege. 

Though their four years 
in high school may be over, 
as far as any of these athletes 
are concerned, the best is yet 
to come. 

“I’ve just been striving to 
become the best of the best 
and I’m going to continue to 
do that even in college,” Muniz 
said. “I’m hoping that I prog-
ress and do the best that I can. 
That’s all I can ask for.”Continued on Page 53

Joanna Muniz of the John Adams High School lacrosse squad has taken 
home a Wingate Award. Photo by Mallory Palmieri

New York Mets broadcasters Gary Cohen and Howie Rose are set to 
showcase their impressive knowledge of the team on SNY's "Beat the 
Booth." Photo by Marc Levine

Muniz wins Wingate
Adams lacrosse ace caps HS career with PSAL trophy

Mets announcers face 
fans in trivia battle
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BY LAURA AMATO

Holy Cross defensive end 
Stephen Barongi got the news 
in February. 

He had been selected to par-
ticipate in this year’s Empire 
Challenge at Hofstra Univer-
sity. The annual football game, 
now in its 21st year, pits the 
best players in New York City 
against the top talent on Long 
Island. Barongi was thrilled at 
the prospect of competing. 

Then he realized he’d be 
competing alone—kind of. 
Barongi was flanked by some 
of the city’s best when he took 
the field at Hofstra University 
Tuesday, but there was one 
very important difference. 
He was the only player from 
Queens. 

It was a startling realiza-
tion for Barongi, but one he 
took in stride. In fact, realiz-
ing that he was the only player 
representing Queens made 
him want to play even harder. 

After all, it’s easy to bring 
an extra bit of intensity to 
your hits when you realize 
you’re representing an entire 
borough. 

“It means a lot, honestly,” 
Barongi said. “It’s a honor to 
do that. I really just want rep-
resent my borough. I was just 

ecstatic. I was very, very ex-
cited to play.”

Barongi helped make his-
tory as New York City battled 
back for a 39-34 victory over 
Long Island, the first time the 
city had won the charity tilt 
since 2010. 

His stats this past season 
are more than enough reason 
to make this year’s squad. 

As a senior, Barongi racked 
up 55 total tackles, including 
41 solo, as well as nine tackles 

for a loss. He recorded four 
sacks, forced three fumbles 
and recovered two. 

In other words, he was a 
defensive force to be reckoned 
with. 

He brought the same ap-
proach to the Empire Chal-
lenge, supported by a small 
army of family members 
sporting custom-made jerseys. 
He was focused on just one 
thing as soon as the ball was 
snapped—hitting someone. 

“Hit some kids hard and 
win the game,” Barongi said 
of his pre-game approach. “I 
want a sack. I want to get a 
couple of good tackles.”

The weeks leading up to the 
Empire Challenge were a little 
strange for Barongi. 

He and his fellow New York 
City all-stars held a handful 
of practices prior to the game 
and it wasn’t always easy for 
the squad to meld. After spend-
ing four years playing against 

each other, suddenly turning 
into teammates was a bit of a 
challenge. 

Still, Barongi relished the 
opportunity to suit up as a 
high school player one last 
time and even he had to admit 
that the early-morning prac-
tice sessions were fun. 

“Practice has been great,” 
he said. “We’ve been going 
hard and we just wanted to 
come out and try to play as 
well as we could.”

Barongi followed up on his 
pre-game expectations, haul-
ing down Long Island quarter-
back Mike Catanese and forc-
ing an incomplete pass with 
just seconds left on the clock. 

Now that his high school 
football career is in the 
rearview mirror, Barongi has 
his sights set on Jireh Pre-
paratory Academy in North 
Carolina, where he’s hoping 
another year of exposure will 
help attract some big-time col-
lege offers. 

It might all be over, but 
Barongi has loved his time on 
the high school gridiron and, 
in the end, he simply hopes he 
did his borough proud. 

“I can’t believe it’s happen-
ing,” he said. “It went so quick. 
But it was all great.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Danaejah Grant and Ali-
yyah Handford have already 
cemented their names in the 
St. John’s record books. Now, 
the women’s basketball duo 
are taking their talents to a 
slightly different venue, with 
each of them signing profes-
sional contracts to play in Eu-
rope last week. 

Grant signed with Flying 
Foxes SVS Post of the Austrian 
Women’s Basketball League, 
while Handford cemented her 
future with AZS Lublin UMCS 
in Poland. 

“First and foremost it’s 
exciting because they have 
a job,” St. John’s coach Joe 
Tartamella said. “They get to 
play the game that they love. I 
think we all knew they would 
sign, it was just about the right 
fit and they both feel really 
good about the teams they’re 
going to.”

The duo’s on-court exploits 
with the Red Storm were not 
only prolific, they were his-

toric. 
Grant racked up 1,498 points 

in the equivalent of three sea-
sons at St. John’s, wrapping up 
her career as ninth on the pro-
gram’s all-time scoring list. In 
her final collegiate game, she 
scored a game-high 25 and col-
lected six rebounds to lead the 
Johnnies against Auburn in 
the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Despite hearing her name 
called at the WNBA Draft this 
year, Grant was not named 
to the Washington Mystics’ 
opening-day roster and opted 
to take her talents overseas. 

“She was so polished, even 
as a high school player,” Tarta-
mella said. “But when she had 
to sit the year out, we kind of 
knew she really had improved. 
We helped her develop, she 
helped herself develop with 
her work ethic and I think she 
became a legitimate pro at St. 
John’s. She probably snuck up 
on everybody this year.”

Handford, meanwhile, is 
in a class of her own when 

it comes to her time at St. 
John’s. 

The first 2,000-point scorer 
in Red Storm women’s hoops 
history, Handford is one of 

just four players from either 
the men’s or women’s squad 
to reach that mark, joining 
legends Chris Mullin, Malik 
Sealy and D’Angelo Harri-

son. During her senior season 
Handford was named the Big 
East Tournament MVP, aver-
aging 18.7 points, 5.0 rebounds, 
3.3 steals and 3.0 assists dur-
ing the postseason and leading 
St. John’s to its first title since 
1988. 

“The best way I can put it 
is when you talk to people on 
campus and they say that she’s 
their favorite player to watch,” 
Tartamella said. “That goes 
across women’s and men’s. 
When you hear that people 
are excited about women’s bas-
ketball because of how your 
players play and what they do 
on the floor, that speaks vol-
umes.”

Handford was also selected 
in this year’s WNBA Draft, 
going 27th overall to the Con-
necticut Sun. The chance to 
have an immediate impact on 
a squad overseas was too much 
to walk away from however 
and Handford joins a squad 
that pu up a 12-10 record last 
season in Basket Liga Kobiet, 

Continued on Page 53

Aliyyah Handford is taking her talents overseas after one recording of 
the most dominant careers in the history of St. John's women's hoops.  

Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletic Communications

Stephen Barongi of Holy Cross takes down Long Island quarterback Michael Cantanese during the Empire 
Challenge at Hofstra University.  Photo by Robert Cole

SJU teammates prepare to hit the court in Europe

Holy Cross star shines in Empire Challenge
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one of the most competitive 
leagues in Europe. 

“The moment that it 
clicked for me was probably 
when she started as a fresh-
man against Duke at the 
Garden,” Tartamella said. 
“Watching her play in that 
game, the way she played, 
the confidence she started 
to show, that was the game 
where I knew at that moment 
she had a great shot at becom-
ing a pro.”

Although Grant and 
Handford won’t be competing 
stateside this season, Tarta-
mella is more than confident 
that their talent will trans-
late.

“It’s an exciting moment 
for both of them because it’s 
the start of their career,” Tar-
tamella said. “Then they’ll be 
able to come back and have 
another chance to play in the 
WNBA. That’s the biggest 
goal. You want to not only 
provide for the team that 
has signed you, but better 
your opportunity to make a 
WNBA roster.”

and scanning record books in 
an attempt to pile up knowl-
edge, neither Cohen nor Rose 
really prepare before the show 
tapes. This is their life, after 
all. They’re, quite literally, 
paid to know as much Mets 
trivia as possible. 

“I might just, with a free 
moment or two, browse 
through the back of the media 
guide to freshen up on cat-
egorical leaders or something 
like that,” Rose said. “A lot of 
it is just a matter of relying 
on your memory or common 
sense with a working knowl-
edge of what went on. It’s like 
studying for the SATs, you 
can’t really do that.”

Cohen and Rose don’t really 
see the trivia show as a compe-
tition either. If anything, tap-
ing “Beat the Booth” is an ex-
ercise in synergy for the pair. 
They’re trying to help each 
other—not take opposing fans 
down. 

“We can’t control what 
(the fans) do,” Rose said. “If 
they perhaps make the kind 

of mistake that we can pounce 
on, then we’re happy to do it. 
We’re just working in sync as 
best we can and hope the re-
sults are there.”

This is the second year in a 
row that “Beat the Booth” has 
aired on SNY. Prior to that, 
the network ran a similar 
trivia competition, but put TV 
announcers up against their 
radio counterparts. 

Both Rose and Cohen are 
quick to agree that the fandom 
element of this set-up makes 
the show a lot more enjoyable. 

“I think it’s fantastic,” Co-
hen said. “This is what makes 
sports what it is, that you have 
people that are so committed 
to the team and have this base 
of knowledge. Howie and I do 
this for a living, but this is dif-
ferent. These people just love 
the game and I think that’s 
fabulous.” 

Much like fans, both Co-
hen and Rose have favorite 
memories when it comes to the 
Mets. 

Cohen cites the 1999 season 
as particulary memorable, 
while Rose called Johan San-
tana’s no-hitter in 2012 “fabu-
lous” and “mind boggling.”

Still, there’s one moment 
the broadcasters are anxious 
to witness, both as profession-
als and as fans—a World Se-
ries victory. 

“There are a lot great, dra-
matic memories, but when 
those words ‘The Mets win 
the pennant’ came out of my 
mouth last year, that took me 
back to being a kid and play-
ing in the school yards,” Rose 
said. “It was great to be able to 
utter those words. But there’s 
one more call to make as far 
as I’m concerned, a champion-
ship, and hopefully I’ll have 
the chance to make that.”

BY NICHOLAS DIUNTE

Playing on the Stadium 
Court at the AVP NYC Open 
in Hudson River Park this 
weekend, Mark Burik looked 
at home on the sand among 
the rest of the beach volley-
ball Olympic hopefuls. The 
Glendale native had plenty of 
reasons to feel comfortable 
displaying his skills in front 
of the home crowd, which in-
cluded the members of his 
family.

“I love it. It lets me breathe,” 
Burik said. “My family is 
everything to me, so when I 
come back, it’s so nice for me 
to hang with my brothers af-
ter the matches.”

While Burik showed prow-
ess on both sides of the ball, 
fans would be surprised to 
know that the 2003 St. Francis 
Prep graduate played primar-
ily football and baseball in 
high school, taking only his 
junior year to test the waters 
in volleyball.

“At the time it was a big 
stressful, drastic decision,” he 
said. “I was a high school kid 
and a teacher [Kevin Colucci] 
who believed in me built me 
up and asked me if I wanted to 
try something new.”

Burik walked away from 

the game after his junior year 
and attended the University of 
Delaware to play college foot-
ball. A chance meeting with 
some of the club volleyball 
players at college encouraged 
him to give the sport another 
try.

After his sophomore year, 
he sent out videos to a mul-
titude of schools, hoping to 
land an opportunity to play 
Division I volleyball. His at-
tempts to garner attention 
didn’t come to much until he 
finally got the one opening he 
needed.

“Eventually Fred Chao at 
George Mason said, ‘You could 
come try out, but it’s going to 
be very difficult,’” Burik said. 
“I spent two months trying out 
and he said, ‘We can’t cut you, 
so we’re going to keep you for 
a year.’ The rest is history.”

His success at George 
Mason, which included two 
Second-Team EIVA All-East 
honors, led to a professional 
indoor career in Croatia, Nor-
way, and Sweden.  But after 
suffering repeated injuries, he 
turned his attention to playing 
beach volleyball full time.

“I was treating (beach) as 
my way to stay in shape for 
indoor, he said. “Eventually 
it took a toll on my body. I had 

five cortisone shots in two 
years and it became too much. 
So I said, ‘If there’s one way I 
could make it to the Olympics 
and that I could possibly be 
competitive, it’s going to be 
through beach, so let’s go full 
time.’”

Burik’s choice to move to 
California in order to compete 
at the highest level proved 
fruitful. 

Along with his partner 
and college teammate Hudson 
Bates, he posted a ninth-place 
finish at the AVP New York 
City Open and he’s looking 
forward to the opportunity of 
winning a tour championship 
in the future.

He’d also like to see the 
sport continue to grow in New 
York City so that others in the 
area can follow in his foot-
steps. If more young players 
can have access to more beach 
courts in the area and the req-
uisite coaching, he feels the 
talent in the area has the op-
portunity to expand quickly.

“It needs to be bigger,” he 
said. “I know there are leagues 
here in the city, but it’s tough 
because there are like eight 
million people in the city and 
you have a total of like ten 
courts.” St. Francis Prep grad and Glendale native Mark Burik spikes the ball at 

the AVP NYC Open in Hudson River Park.  Photo by Nick Diunte

Glendale volleyballer aims for Olympics

Trivia battle SJU duo
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nyp.org/medgroupqueens

Our new Orthopedics and Sports Medicine Center offers a comprehensive 

range of specialty services including joint replacement surgery and rehab. 

We also treat injury to knees, hips, shoulders, elbows, and more. All with 

the high quality of care you trust from NewYork-Presbyterian.

Conveniently located at 72-06 Northern Boulevard. 
To make an appointment, call 866-670-6824 (OUCH).

ORTHOPEDIC CARE 
FROM NEW YORK’S

 #1 HOSPITAL.
 NOW IN

Jackson Heights.


