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Tuskegee vet
recalls role in

World War 11

BY SADEF KULLY

The unassuming Dabney
Montgomery entered Merrick
Academy’s auditorium supported
by a dark cane and made his way
toward the empty seats behind
the podium.

Montgomery, 93, is one of the
few Tuskegee Airmen alive today.
The civil rights activist joined
the students at Merrick Academy
in Springfield Gardens in cel-
ebration of Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday and the 50th anni-
versary of the civil rights march
from Selma to Montgomery Ala.
last week.

The only sign that Montgom-
ery was no ordinary person was
his all-American baseball cap of
red, white, and blue. On its cro
wn were the words Tuskegee
Airmen; the insignia for the U.S.
military’s first black pilots group
who flew in World War II.

After motivating speeches
from city officials and communi-
ty leaders like U.S. Rep. Gregory
Meeks (D-Jamaica) and Gerald
Karikar, an immigration lawyer
in Queens. Montgomery, inanavy
blazer and slacks, slowly walked

Continued on Page 9
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Borough President Melinda Katz delivers her first State of the Borough
Address at a packed Colden Auditorium at Queens College. Among the
highlights: the current state of the local economy, tourism, education and
the burgeoning tech industry. She also introduced a new borough slogan,
“If it's good for our familes, it's good for Queens.”  Photo by Michael Shain
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Boro terrorist
jumps to death
from high-rise

East Elmhurst man on FBI watch list

BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The initial police report came
over as an assault outside a high-
rise partment building on 83rd
Avenue, about a block from the
Queens Criminal courthouse in
Kew Gardens. The doorman had
found a young man lying face up
and lifeless on the plaza outside the
lobby window.

When the first officers arrived
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, they realized
that the doorman had been mis-
taken. The sound of a body hitting
the concrete makes the same noise
as a gunshot, one resident said af-
terward.

It took a few hours to identify
the victim, 30-year-old Tahmeed
Ahmad of East Elmhurst. Ahmad
graduated from the elite Stuyve-

sant High School in 2003 with hon-
ors in chemistry, earned a letter
in football and went to City College
on a scholarship. He also had been
on the FBI’s terrorist watch list for
more than a decade.

In October 2007, Ahmad single-
handedly tried to attack Homestead
Air Reserve Base outside Miami.
He reportedly yelled “Death to
America” as he rushed the gates of
the base, armed with two butcher
knives he had just bought at a Wal-
mart and two bottles of vodka he in-
tended to use as Molotov cocktails.

After he was arrested, Ahmad
told the FBI that he was trying to
commit “suicide by cop,” according
to an affidavit written by the FBI
agent who interrogated him.

Born in Kuwait, Ahmad was a

Continued on Page 10

Long Island City’s future seen
in vertical housing after rezone

7 train to run on New Year

BY BILL PARRY

The building boom in Long Island City is ex-
pected to increase exponentially now that the city
isinpreliminary stages of rezoning Queens Plaza
and Court Square for even more development that
would ease the growing housing crisis. While the
news set off alarms in LIC, it provides a relief for

Continued on Page 10
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For the first time, the 7 train will run
without interruption during Lunar New

Year celebrations.

BY MADINA TOURE

For the first time, the
7 train will be running at
full capacity during all Lu-
nar New Year celebrations
in February.

The 7 train will be oper-
ating without interruption
for the weekend of Lunar

New Year, Feb. 21-22, and
the weekend before the hol-
iday, Feb. 14-15. Last year,
construction on the 7 train
was suspended only on the
day of the parade.

City Councilman Peter
Koo (D-Flushing) praised
the MTA for the move, say-
ing that individuals must

purchase special foods
a month in advance and
that the train is the easiest
transportation for elderly
residents to use.

“That’s why it’s impor-
tant to keep the train ser-
vice open and understand-
ing that most immigrants,

Continued on Page 9
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Airlrain link proposed to LaGuardia

Gov. Cuomo pitches new rail line that would connect Willets Point subway station to airport

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo
made two proposals this
week that will have signifi-
cant impact on the borough:
the unveiling of plans to
build an AirTrain to La-
Guardia Airport and a plan
to increase the minimum
wage in New York City.

Cuomo Tuesday pre-
sented his six-point plan to
strengthen and modernize
the state’s infrastructure,
including better access to
LaGuardia for the 27 mil-
lion passengers who use it
annually.

“You can’t get to LaGuar-
dia by train and that’s really
inexcusable,” Cuomo said in
a speech to the Association
for a Better New York. “That
is going to change over the
next several years.”

The AirTrain will be
constructed by the Port
Authority and the MTA at
an estimated cost of $450
million. The long overdue
project would connect with
the No. 7 subway line with
anew terminal just south of
the Willets Pt.-Mets subway

Westway critics heard as DHS

BY BILL PARRY

The emergency home-
less shelter at the Westway
Motel in East Elmhurst is
a step closer to permanence
following a public hearing
last week in Manhattan.
More than 100 residents of
Astoria and East ElImhurst
packed the hearing held by
the Department of Homeless
Services and the Mayor’s
Office of Contract Services.

State Assemblywoman
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria), City Councilman Costa
Constantinides (D-Astoria)
and state Sen. Jose Peralta
(D-East Elmhurst) all spoke
out against the proposed $24
million contract between
DHS and the social service
provider Women In Need to
operate the shelter at 71-11
and 72-05 Astoria Boulevard

station between Citi Field
and Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park. There is a Long
Island Rail Road station as
well, part of the Port Wash-
ington line.

Theelevated tracksareto
run a mile and a half along
the Grand Central Parkway
avoiding residential neigh-
borhoods.

“Getting to LaGuardia
by train has been a dream

for decades, but past propos-
als have been unworkable,”
state Sen. Michael Gianaris
(D-Astoria) said. “This con-
cept is the most optimal
because it would avoid ram-
ming another elevated train
through the backyards of
western Queens residents.”
Wiley Norville, a spokes-
man for Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said, “Increasing public
transit capacity is a priority

Residents and elected officials speak out against a per-

manent shelter at the Westway Motel in East EImhurst.

on a long-term basis.

This past July, without
prior notice to the communi-
ty or elected representatives

Photo by Bill Parry

in Astoria, DHS approved
the conversion of the West-
way Motel into a 212-unit
homeless shelter by invok-

for the city, which is why
we’ve collaborated with the
MTA on projects like signifi-
cantly increasing the speed
and ease of bus service to
LaGuardia Airport. We wel-
come the governor and the
state considering new tran-
sit investments in the city,
and look forward to working
with them.”

Cuomo did not say how
the land would be obtained

ing an emergency declara-
tion, bypassing established
oversight and regulatory
procedures. With the emer-
gency decree expiring this
month, DHS was required,
as part of the city’s procure-
ment process, to hold a pub-
lichearingbefore it can turn
Westway into a permanent
shelter. The agency sched-
uled the hearing at 10 a.m.
on Jan 13, on a workday.
“Today my colleagues
and over 100 of my constitu-
ents attended a public hear-
ing to have our voices heard
for the first time in this pro-
cess,” Simotas said. “From
day one, DHS has ignored
theneeds of shelter residents
and the Astoria community.
Isued the city and spoke out
against DHS’sheavy-handed
tactics because we deserve a
voice in this process. By ex-

and was not ready to pro-
duce a timeline, but an aide
suggested the whole project
could be finished in five
years.

“We need a couple of
months to work up the de-
sign and then have some
real estimates as to how long
it will take,” Cuomo said,
adding that he would also
like the state to investigate
the use of high-speed ferries
to LaGuardia and Kennedy
airports.

In a joint statement, Port
Authority Executive Direc-
tor Patrick Foye and MTA
Chairman Thomas Pren-
dergast said their agencies
were working closely to
establish the scope, sched-
ule and management of the
LaGuardia AirTrain. “Gov.
Cuomo has offered a clear
vision and strong call for
the transportation infra-
structure that is absolutely
essential for the New York
region to compete in the
global economy,” they said.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz was named by
Cuomo to a seven-member
advisory panel composed

of business, real estate and
planning experts to help
choose the final design.

“It’s a good thing for
Queens and it’s been a long
time coming,” Katz said.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng
(D-Flushing) agreed say-
ing, “Building an elevated
AirTrain to LaGuardia Air-
port would be a huge boon
for Queens (that can) make
public transportation more
attractive to those travel-
ing to and from LaGuardia,
and it would expand the po-
tential of the No. 7 train and
the Long Island Rail Road.
It also stands to reduce con-
gestion, promote tourism
and stimulate the borough’s
economy.”

That was also the aim
of the governor’s other pro-
posal, raising the minimum
wage to $11.50 per hour in
New York City. Cuomo said
the rate would be $1 per
hour more than his pro-
posed statewide minimum
wage of $10.50 because of the
high cost of living in the five
boroughs.

holds hearing

ploiting emergency procure-
ment loopholes rather than
abiding by normal oversight
procedures, DHS is trying
to pull the wool over all of
our eyes and the children at
the Westway will suffer the
most.”

In her lawsuit filed Nov.
3 in State Supreme Court,
Simotas accused DHS of cre-
ating an artificial emergen-
cy to evade proper siting and
procurement  procedures.
She also contended the agen-
cy has been “manipulating”
the emergency shelter pro-
cess to avoid dealing with
the community.

“From the outset, DHS
has turned a deaf ear to the
people who know the West-
way and the surrounding
areabest,aposturethatdoes
a tremendous disservice to
the homeless who will be liv-

ing at this unsuitable site,”
Peralta said. “This whole
process appears to be noth-
ing more than an attempt to
establish a permanent shel-
ter by fiat. Our constituents,
the children and families of
the Westway, and all those
who value an open, trans-
parent and participatory
government deserve better
that this.”

Eyebrows were raised
when DHS scheduled the
hearing in Manhattan early
on a workday. Peralta re-
ferred to the scheduling as
a “massive bureaucratic in-
convenience” and thanked
the 100 members of the com-
munity took time to speak at
the hearing.

Constantinides thanked
them as well before stating
his opposition.
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Know where you stand. The odds are African Americans
are twice as likely to suffer a stroke as white Americans.
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QQueens Blvd. workshop

draws crowd

BY BILL PARRY

Hoping to play a role in
changing the “Boulevard of
Death,” at least 200 people
took part Wednesday in the
first-ever Queens Boule-
vard Safety Workshop at PS
11 in Woodside.

About 50 Department
of Transportation officials
broke up into small groups
to hear residents’ feedback
on the redesign of Queens
Boulevard as part of the Vi-
sion Zero Initiative.

“Themayor madeitclear
that improving Queens
Boulevard is a priority, so
the DOT is hosting this
safety workshop to hear the
community’s concerns and
ideas,” DOT Commissioner
Polly Trottenberg said be-
fore the event. “This work-
shop is only the first step
in a more comprehensive
process to re-imagine and
redesign the boulevard as a
safer, greener, more attrac-
tive corridor for residents
and businesses.”

Stephen Bauman joined
one of the tables at the work-
shop.

“I've lived in Queens my
entirelife in Rego Park.Ire-
member open land on either
side of the boulevard back
in the 1940s. All I want is
to be able to safely cross the
street. I’'m afraid of crossing
it nowadays. I'm here hop-
ing we can change that.”

In 2013, six pedestrians
died and more than 150
people were injured despite
extensive  improvements
along the boulevard during
the last decade. The DOT
redesigned roads and side-
walks, installed traffic con-
trol signs and signals, and
improved crosswalks and
roadway geometry. While
all the changes brought
about a dramatic decrease
in pedestrian injuries and
fatalities, Queens Boule-
vard continues to be one of
the most dangerous corri-
dors in the city, even with
the speed limit lowered
from 30 mph to 25 mph.

Angela Stach was out
of breath from her bicycle
ride from Astoria where
she lives. As a volunteer
for Transportation Alter-

)
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A public workshop in Woodside kicks off a Department of
Transportation initiative to redesign Queens Boulevard.

natives, the safe streets ad-
vocate, she has worked for
many years hoping to see
a public meeting like this
one.

“We’'ve been out there
weekend after weekend edu-
cating the people on how to
push for change, so it’s pret-
ty exciting to see momen-
tum pick up,” Stach said.
“This is a great first step to
getting change on the boule-
vard.”

The workshop was lim-
ited to a stretch of Queens
Boulevard from Roosevelt
Avenue to 73rd Street.

Philip Papas, a 15-year
resident of Jackson Heights,
is a volunteer with Ghost
Street Memorials, advo-
cates who make the ghost
bikes and place them at the
scenes of traffic deaths.
“Unfortunately, we’ve had
to put a lot of those white
painted bikes along that
boulevard over the years,”
Papas said. “I'm hoping for
a reduction of speed — that
seems easy enough. As for
the long range, I'd love to
see protected bike lanes
along the service roads...
that would help a lot.”

The workshop goals were

Photo by Michael Shain

to identify street safety con-
cerns, brainstorm ways
to enhance safety, discuss
street design solutions and
to gather community input.
The DOT plans include more
pedestrian islands, wider
sidewalks, enclosed bike
lanes, countdown clocks
and more crosswalks.

Peter O’Donnell, dis-
trict leader at District 30 in
Woodside, was somewhat
more optimistic the future
of Queens Boulevard.

“I've seen a lot of bad
things happen in the last
50 years,” he said. “What
I haven’t seen is good lead-
ership. Instead of fixing it
they’ve destroyed it.

He added, “Hopefully,
this time they get it right.”

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley
(D-Jackson Heights) could
not attend Wednesday’s
meeting, but he has been
a strong advocate for the
redesign of the dangerous
roadway since he lost his
friend Marion Kurshuk.
The 78-year-old Woodside
resident was struck and
killed by a motorcycle while
tryingto cross at 58th Street
just before Christmas 2013.



Malcolm X’s daughter unveils novel

llyasah Shabazz speaks to Merrick Academy students almost 50 years after her father's assassination

BY MADINA TOURE

As the 50th anniversary
of the death of Malcolm X
approached, his daughter,
author Ilyasah Shabazz,
gave words of wisdom to
students on the importance
of education and enunci-
ated her father’s legacy at
the Merrick Academy in
Springfield Gardens Sat-
urday.

MLK BIRTHDAY

Shabazz, who was born
in Queens, announced her
new book, “X,” which she
co-wrote, chronicling the
legacy of her father, an
African-American civil
rights activist and major
figure of the Nation of Is-
lam. She asked students
questions based on pas-
sages she read aloud from

Malcolm X's daughter, llyasah Shabazz, reads a passage from her book, “Malcolm Little.”

her other book, “Malcolm
Little: The Boy Who Grew
Up To Become Malcolm X,”
which received an NAACP
Image Award nomination.
She has written other

books on her father, includ-
ing “Growing Up X” and
“Diary of Malcolm X.”
Shabazz pointed to the
cover of “Malcolm Little,”
which features Malcolm

Photo by Madina Toure

as a “young, impression-
able child.” She said it
represents the importance
of quality education for
youth.

“He would grow up to
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become one of the world’s
greatest leaders for hu-
man rights for all people,”
Shabazz said. “One of the
greatest leaders around the
world. And so it says that
we have to celebrate and
prepare you now while you
are nice and young.”

In a speech that capti-
vated the entire room, U.S.
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Ja-
maica) recalled his father
crying for the first time
when Malcolm X died.

Malcolm X paved the
way for African-Ameri-
cans to attain leadership
positions and credited him
with teaching black people
how to be proud of their
race and their history,
Meeks said.

“I wanted to make sure
that I had an opportunity
just to stop by and to see
you because the truth of
the matter is, there prob-

ably would not have been
or not be a Gregory Meeks
if there wasn’t a Malcolm
X,” he said, addressing
Shabazz.

Gerald Karikari, chair-
man of the board of trust-
ees of Merrick Academy,
said the charter school —
the first in Queens — was
the perfect place to host
Shabazz to give students
the idea that they can make
history.

“For these children to
grow up in this community
and not know and not feel
history is a shame and so
we want to reverse that,”
Karikari said. “For chil-
dren to be able to touch
someone like the daughter
of Malcolm X I think is
powerful in terms of bring-
ing the characters in the
history books to life.”

Oside

Federal Credit Union

Where money makes a better living.
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" Bus route plan divides leaders

Politicians fear traffic jams if Flushing-Jamaica line approved

Queens WeekLy, Jan. 25, 2015

BY MADINA TOURE

Two northeast Queens
lawmakers have expressed
concerns about a proposal
for a Select Bus Service
route in and between Flush-
ing and Jamaica.

The Metropolitan
Transportation Authority
and the city Department of
Transportation are propos-
ing a Flushing to Jamaica
Select Bus Service con-
necting three corridors:
Main Street, Kissena and
Parsons boulevards and
164th Street in andbetween
Flushing and Jamaica.

City Councilman Rory
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and state Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz
(D-Flushing) said a travel
or parkinglane could possi-
bly be eliminated to accom-
modate the service, hurting
motorists, residents and
small businesses.

They met with the DOT
and the MTA last Friday,
where the agencies updat-
ed them on the proposal.
The lawmakers expressed
support for ideas such as
offboard ticketing, syn-
chronizing lights and re-
configuring left-turn sig-
nals.

“The final proposal
could include a menu of
strategies for improving
bus service and we are only
opposed to the closing of
a travel or parking lane,”
Lancman said.

Simanowitz said other

TimesLEDGERNewspapers

parts of the proposal such
as on-street fare collection
and displays indicating bus
times do not necessitate
SBS.

“The rest of the aspects
of a BRT proposal are all le-
gitimate things, but things
they could be doing any-
way,” he said.

SBS is the city’s version
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A proposal would bring Select Bus Service to three corridors
between Flushing and Jamaica.
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of Bus Rapid Transit, an
ameliorated bus service
that provides fast and fre-
quent service on bus routes
that typically have a large
number of riders.

The project is currently
in the design phase, ac-
cording to a DOT spokes-
woman. The DOT, which
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plans to meet with other
stakeholders in the coming
weeks, has held one public
workshop and intends to
hold another soon.

In a statement, the BRT
for NYC Steering Commit-
tee, an advocacy coalition,
said bus riders in eastern
Queens need better transit
options.

“By reducing conges-
tion, speeding up travel
times, and making busy
avenues safer ... BRT is a
win-win for riders, drivers,
pedestrians, and cyclists
alike,” a BRT for NYC
spokeswoman said.

The MTA and the DOT
conducted studies in 2006
and 2009, which identified
Main Street and Kissena
and Parsons boulevards
between Flushing and Ja-
maica as corridors that
could benefit from SBS.

According to the stud-
ies, bustripsonthe Q20A/B
and Q44LTD on Main Street
as well as the Q25LTD and
Q34 on Kissena and Par-
sons boulevards were de-
scribed as long and slow, af-
fecting roughly 68,000 daily
raiders. The agencies also
formed a Community Ad-
visory Committee to offer
guidance on the project.

But in a letter dated Jan.
8 to DOT Commissioner
Polly Trottenberg and
MTA President Carmen Bi-
anco, 11 Queens lawmakers
expressed support for the
proposal.
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Sutphin BID wins
grant {o spruce up

BY SADEF KULLY ceive the funding to improve
their physical appearance.

“This grant will be trans-
formative in attracting more
economic interest, invest-
ment and development in
a booming neighborhood
in Queens,” Lancman said.
“Downtown Jamaica has an
incredibly bright future and
this is just the latest in aline
of great news for the commu-
nity.”

The Sutphin Boulevard
BID is one of the seven
groups out of 80 applicants
that received the grant this
year and the only group
from Queens to get the
award. Businesses that par-
ticipate in the program must
be within 500 feet from a sub-
way station and have to show
a financial commitment to
the program because each
will be required to contrib-
ute 20 percent towards the
renovation costs.

The Sutphin Boulevard
BID received a grant award
of $95,000 as a winner of the
city’s Neighborhood Chal-
lenge initiative, part of ma-
jor local efforts being made
to renovate and beautify the
area to bring in consumers
from around the borough
and beyond.

The grant was awarded
by the city Department of
Small Business Services
and the city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation as part
of the Neighborhood Chal-
lenge initiative. Council
members Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest), I. Daneek Miller
(D-St.Albans), state Assem-
blyman William Scarbor-
ough (D-Jamaica), and SBS
joined community leaders to
announce the grant in front
of a couple of stores on Sut-
phin Boulevard that will re-

The Sutphin Boulevard Business Improvement District was award-
ed $95,000 to renovate the facades of storefronts and beautify

the street in downtown Jamaica. Photo by Michael Shain
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" Meng cautions Queens immigrants on scams

Some 91,000 newcomers in borough could benefit from Obama's executive orders, study shows

Queens WeekLy, Jan. 25, 2015

BY JUAN SOTO

The executive orders is-
sued by President Barack
Obama will offer protection
from deportation to about
91,000 Queens residents, ac-
cording to a study released
last week by the Washing-
ton-based Migration Policy
Institute.

The D.C. think tank
noted that in the most ethi-
cally diverse county in the
country, 37 percent of the
246,000 unauthorized im-
migrant population in the
borough will benefit from
the new deferred action fed-
eral measures.

The Migration Policy In-
stitute estimated that 61,000
borough residents would
be free from deportation
because they are a parent
of a U.S. citizen or a legal
resident (DAPA program),
while another 30,000 will

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng is warning borough immigrants about

scams related to President Obama's executive orders.
Photo by Michael Shain

have protection because
they entered the country as
a child (DACA), known as
“Dreamers.”

More than 50 percent of
then come from Central and
South America.

DAPA refers to the ex-

ecutive order known as
Deferred Action for Par-
ent Accountability, while
DACA stands for Deferred
Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals. Both are temporary
measures.

In New York City, the
number of those who will be
protected is about 236,000,
according to the study. Na-
tionwide, the number of un-
authorized immigrants who
will get protection is more
than 5 million.

“The president’s pro-
grams could have a sig-
nificant effect on the lives
of millions unauthorized
immigrants,” said Michael
Fix, president of the Mi-
gration Policy Institute, an
independent, non-partisan
group that keeps track of
migration trends world-
wide.

Immigration experts
pointed out the deferred

action programs would
benefit the unauthorized
immigrants with better job
opportunities and enrich
the communities they live
in. They will be authorized
to work and stay here le-
gally.

The New York City Im-
migration Coalition said the
new programs will also add
to the already heavy work-
load of service providers.

“This will be an extreme
challenge,” said Betsy Plum,
director of special projects
for the immigration advoca-
cy group. “You have provid-
ers who are almost to their
capacity and now more New
Yorkers potentially will be
eligible for a new forms of
relief.”

She noted that as more
people need help, funding
for services remains at the
same levels. “Funding is not
where it used to be,” Plum

said.

Plum pointed out the city
allocated $18 million to pro-
vide services for people who
can benefit under the DACA
program. She added the
funding will expire in June.

“I hope the city renews
the funding to reach new
people under the program,”
she said.

Randy Capps, director of
research for the Migration
Policy Institute, noted that
Queens is home to the larg-
est number of unauthor-
ized immigrants from Asia
countrywide, with a popula-
tion of about 80,000, includ-
ing 26,000 from China.

“Our analysis shows that
deferred action is likely to
affect counties differently,”
Capps said.

The study indicates Mex-
icans represent the highest
number of undocumented
immigrants in the borough.

HCS Home Gare has the solution! GDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
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HCS HOME CARE

Our Consumer Directed

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals
more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.

* Friends < Family < Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (22'73) Ask for Ron
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over to the podium with a
paper and announced:

“I am holding in my
left hand a document dat-
ed April 21, 1918. This is
a document from the War
Department of the United
States. In this document it
states clearly that the black
man is not strong enough to
stand up and fight for what
he believes in - his brain is
small and because it’s small
he can’t be taught how to do
things such as fly a plane
and an attempt to teach
him to fly is a waste of time
and this is an official docu-
ment. Well, I am standing
here and saying this is not
the end.”

Montgomery was draft-
ed into the Army Air Corps
during World War II and
served in the 1051st Quar-
termaster Company of the
96th Air Service Group,
attached to the 332nd Air
Fighter Group, as a ground
crewman with the Tuskeg-
ee Airmen in Southern
Italy from 1943 to 1945. To
name just a few, Montgom-
ery was awarded a Good
Conduct Medal, the WWII
Victory Medal, the Euro-
pean African Middle East-
ern Service Medal with
two Bronze Stars, a Service
Award and the Honorable
Service Medal.

“When we were attacked
- we stood together and and
said ‘We will fight, we will
fight, we will fight’ and

7T Train
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especially senior citizens,
they don’t drive,” Koo said.
“They don’t even know
how to take the bus. On the
7 train, it’s easy because
they just get on it and they
arrive.”

Koo noted the Chinese
tradition calls for individu-
als to get a haircut before
the holiday to symbolize
the new year.

In 2012, Koo, state Sen.
Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing), state Assemblyman
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) and
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), along with local
small business owners and
community leaders, had
meetings with the MTA in

Dabney Montgomery, a Tuskegee Airmen and an activist in the

60s, speaks at Merrick Academy.

we fought and won,” said
Montgomery as the stu-
dents began chanting “We
will fight, we will fight,”
along with him.

“You must believe in
yourself - as we believe in
you. Fight for the rights of
men,” he said. “When you
know you are right, do not
compromise and you will
make this world a better
place.”

After the war ended and
he completed his education,
Montgomery became an
activist in the civil rights
movement and marched
with King from Selma to
Montgomery, Ala. in 1965
for the right to vote. He
served as one of King’s
bodyguards. He brought up
a frame to the podium. Set
set inside were two heels,
a piece of paper and a neck
tie.

which they described the
significant disruption that
7 line service changes had
on area businesses whose
customers could not travel
easily to Flushing.

“It was a long meeting,”
Koo said. “We told them
this is very important in
our community to have the
service.”

Other Flushing lawmak-
ers praised the decision as
well. Kim said Flushing
is known throughout the
world for its Lunar New
Year celebrations.

“The 7 train is essen-
tial for all those traveling
to Flushing and the Main
Street hub is one of the
busiest in New York City,”
he said in a statement. “I
hope that the MTA will con-
tinue to keep this tradition

Photo by Sadef Kully

“These are the heels I
wore when I arrived [in
Montgomery] as evidence
that someone fought for you
before and wanted you to
have the right to vote. This
is the neck tie I wore. And
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
guided my hand as I wrote
his Atlanta address on this
piece of paper,” Montgom-
ery explained. “People have
died for you and people
have suffered for you. Give
back to your communities
- you can make it and you
can make it big.

Students and other audi-
ence members responded
with a standing ovation
and cheers. Montgomery,
who has had a long rela-
tionship with the King fam-
ily, recalled one of his most
vivid memories of King at
an afternoon supper.

throughout the rest of the
7 line construction in the
next few years.”

Stavisky acknowledged
that overhauling the en-
tire 7 line is an enormous
endeavor but said the MTA
move to provide service
gives the holiday value.

“They’re sending a mes-
sage that keeping this line
open without interruption
for this holiday is just as
important as transport-
ing fans to a Mets game or
the US Open,” she said in
a statement. “This is an
example of the religious
and cultural tolerance New
Yorkers are famous for, and
I am delighted to wish ev-
eryone a very happy Lunar
New Year free of transit
hassles.”

OIL

(718) 354-3834

*Mention this ad
when you place your
order and receive an

additional 3¢ off
per gallon

Refer a new customer
to us and take an
additional 3¢ off

per gallon

on your next order

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery ¢ Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery ¢ Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com

*Cannot combine with any other offers.
Lic. #74-1810078

RISTORANTE

PRIX FIX MENU

*
$2795 pp + tax & gratuity | Mon. to Thurs. 5 to 7 p.m.

APPETIZER
Soup of the Day or Salad

YOUR CHOICE OF ENTREE
Gnocchi alla Conti
Homemade potato dumplings with zucchini, roasted red
peppers, and prosciutto in a light cream sauce
Pappardelle Porcini
Homemade pappardelle pasta with a porcini mushroom sauce,

MON. & THURS.

LIVE MUSIC

30% OFF

ALL WINE BOTTLES
Mon. | Wed. | Thurs.

topped with shaved parmesan cheese and white truffle oil WED. NIGHT
Chicken Scarpariello UNLIMITED
With onions, peppers, rosemary and white wine PASTA

Add sausage $2.00
Red Snapper Martini
Filet of red snapper encrusted in a parmiggiano crust
served over a bed of spinach
Arrosto D'Anatra
Roasted Long Island duck with a rich Gran Marnier sauce

YOUR CHOICE OF DESSERT
(Includes American coffee or tea)

Choice of 3 Homemade
Pasta Dishes
(Includes Salad)

*Cannot be combined with any other discounted offer

f 249-11 Northern Blvd. | Little Neck, New York | (718) 428-8800

www.ContisRestaurant.com | Valet Parking | Open 6 Days (Closed Tuesday)
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Suicide
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naturalized U.S. citizen —
and he had been in and out of
mental care facilities for sev-
eral years. He was charged
with assaulting a federal of-
ficer, which carries a 20-year
prison term. But Ahmad was
never convicted.

“The assistant U.S. at-
tornery assigned to the case
and the judge all agreed from
the facts of the case that he
was mentally ill,” said his
former lawyer, William Tun-
key. “There weren’t even any
arguments presented.”

The judge declared Ah-
mad mentally unfit to stand
trial and ordered him com-
mitted to a federal psychiat-
ric hospital in Butner, N.C.,
next to the prison hospital
where Wall Street scammer
Bernard Maddof is serving a
150-year sentence.

Eventually, Ahmad was
released in late 2010 under
strict parole conditions. A
math teacher at Miami Cen-
tral High School when he
was arrested, Ahmad was
barred from working with
children, traveling without

the consent of his parole of-
ficer and drinking or taking
drugs — which, as a practic-
ing Muslim, he never did
anyway, he told the court.

Technically, his case is
still open.

Ahmad moved back to
East Elmhurst with his
mother to a two-story row-
house just off Northern Bou-
levard, reconnected with
friends from Stuyvesant and
gottoknow the youngplayers
on the school’s football team
-- who call themselves Peg-
legs — according to his Fa-
cebook page. As his favorite
slogan, he listed a line from
John Wooden, the legendary
basketball coach of UCLA
famed for his inspirational
pep talks: “Success is never
final, failure is never fatal.
It’s courage that counts.”

Then in September, Ah-
mad surfaced again — writ-
ing to the Florida judge who
had presided over his case,
Federico Moreno. He asked
that the terms of his release
be modified — or better yet,
terminated.

“I'have a come a long way
in growing as a person and
demonstrating  maturity,”
he wrote. “I would like to re-

turn to my passion, coaching
football.”

Judge Moreno, who in
the intervening years had
become chief judge of the
Southern Florida district,
took three months to make
a decision. He turned down
the request.

“In this day and age, that
wasn’'t going to happen,”
Tunkey said. Ahmad got the
bad news Jan. 15, the lawyer
said.

Three days later, the
young man went online and
booked a room on Airbnb,
the Internet service that
connects people who want
to rent rooms in their apart-
ment to tourists. He rented
a room, according to police,
in a 32nd-floor apartment
in building called the Court
Plaza in Kew Gardens. The
ad (mow pulled) said the
room had a balcony. Shortly
after checking in on Sunday
afternoon, in the midst of a
driving rain storm, police
say he leapt.

For more hyper-local
news visit us at
www.Timesledger.com

Zoning
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residents in neighboring
Sunnyside who fear de-
velopment of the 160-acre
Sunnyside Yards.

Carl Weisbrod, the
chairman of the City
Planning  Commission,
has studied proposals for
decking over the enor-
mous Sunnyside Yards
space for the relocation
of the Javits Center and
building affordable hous-
ing but found it was “enor-
mously” complicated. In a
recent speech to the Citi-
zens Budget Commission,
he sited ownership issues,
operational  challenges
and economics as too pro-
hibitive at least for now.

“It’s so complicated
that we’re a ways away
from coming up with a
recommendation for the
yards, but it is very high
on our priorities list,”
Weisbrod said. “It’s obvi-
ously an area of growth
for the city.”

The chairman spoke
of the more immediate
challenges faced by a city

that is home to 8.4 million
people, an all-time record,
and will further swell to 9
million in the next quarter
century. With 40 percent
of renters currently expe-
riencing “renter’s stress”
and 59,000 people in home-
less shelters, nearly half of
them children. “And that’s
unacceptable,” he said.

The de Blasio adminis-
tration has mandated the
need to create or preserve
200,000 units of affordable
housing to alleviate the
housing crisis. “Unlike
the Ed Koch housing plan,
today we don’t have va-
cant land and empty build-
ings,” Weisbrod said. “The
only way that the city is
able to grow is if we grow
upward.”

Weisbrod called it “go-
ing vertical” during a pan-
el discussion at the LIC
Summit last June. The
city rezoned 34 blocks of
Long Island City for large-
scale development in 2001

resulting in nearly
10,000 new housing units
built since 2006, with near-
ly 20,000 more planned or
already under construc-
tion.

Rezoning will take a
fresh look at nearly 100 ad-
ditional blocks along Jack-
son Avenue, Northern
Boulevard and Queens
Plaza.

“It’s indeed going to
happen,” John Young, di-
rector of the Queens Office
at City Planning, said. “We
see housing, mixed-use, in-
dustrial and commercial
plus space for new technol-
ogy companies. With all
that housing there’s need
for more retail. All that
new development would le-
verage the creation of new
affordable housing for low-
income and working class
families.”

The plan is called the
Queens Plaza-Long Island
City Core Study.

“It has many parts in
a sprawling area starting
at the western edge of the
Sunnyside rail yards,”
Young said. The early
stages, now being planned,
include the formation of
a community advisory
group that will incorpo-
rate elements of Commu-
nity Board 2 as well as the
Long Island City Partner-
ship.

Introducing the new TimesLedger.com,
bringing you all Queens, all the time

TimesLedger.com is now your

daily source for news, calendar listings,

entertainment and photos.

= TIMESLedger.com

Tell us what you think of the site and what you would like included: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

e Easy to navigate design:

Read top stories from

around the borough on

our new homepage.

¢ E-mail blasts:

Sign up to get the
news delivered to
your e-mail every day.

¢ Photo slide show:

Check these out and find
links to our YouTube and
Vimeo video pages.

*Digital editions:

View current and recent
editions of all seven
TimesLedger newspapers

*Community calendar:

Find weekend activities and
fun events for the whole
family using our daily
community calendar listings.
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> MEDICAL > MEDICAL > MEDICAL > MEDICAL > HELP WANTED > BRONX > QUEENS > QUEENS
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED APTS UNFURN APTS UNFURN APTS UNFURN
North E. Bronx /
CNAIS & CERTIFIED HHA’s Telemarketers Polham Pk
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$11/HR + MEDICAL BENEFITS Glendale, Queens ZLD Realty LLC Basement apartment,
YV " mrn gl PAID VACATION & SICK DAYS Call Mr. Roberts 71 8-654-‘1,31 ) .
R TN SIGN-ON BONUS 718-418-6589 private home, 1 bedrm,
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THE BRCHNX Experience with Children Helpful. I|V|ng rm, kItChen_ & full
& Apply in person at > FLEA MARKETS | >»FLEA MARKETS bathroom. All utilities
TS vt s 5922 18™ Ave, Brooklyn NY .
' For info or dir call 718-234-2273 - included. $925/month.

Sam-4pm
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ORENIHOUSEIDAILY:

RO - JI7 £ 14%h 3 o MY 0431
For ik call F18-334:7400 # jmilur S uinfingimesom

HOME HEALTH
AIDES

NYS CERTIFIED HHA

F/T ENGLISH SPEAKING
& F/T SPANISH SPEAKING

CASES AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
INTHE 5 BOROS

LIVE IN & LIVE OUT
ALL SHIFTS
EXCELLENT PAY
MEDICAL BENEFITS
LIFE INSURANCE

APPLY IN PERSON OR
CALL MON-THURSDAY 9:30-5

COMMUNITY HOME CARE
REFERRAL SERVICE, INC.

3920-13th AVE, COR. 40th ST
BROOKLYN, NY

718-435-8555

ALL CARE Home Health Svcs

CERTIFIED HHA’s

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS!!!
FOR MALE & FEMALE HHA’s
Queens, Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Bronx, Nassau

$250 SIGN-ON BONUS
FOR LIVE-INS*
STARTING PAY $10/HR
HOLIDAYS & OVERTIME PAY
REFERRAL BONUSES
WELLNESS PLAN*
HIP INSURANCE
METRO CARDS PROVIDED*

ATTENDING HOME CARE
718-940-4900
1125 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, NY 11238

* Inquire for Details

" T Wy | Hiring
(-'-“ velink, Jne Experienced
Home Care Ageaty | certified

Lic. by NV DS HHA’s

For the Queens & Nassau Area
Immediate Hire + Bonus for HHA’s w/ Cars

e Licensed Home Care Agency
* Home Care Experience a Must

CGall Angelea For Appointment
Mon-Fri 10AM-4PM
516-358-1999
Or email: Carelink1@hotmail.com
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BARGAINS! BARGAINS!

&\ RICHMOND HILL
Open Every SUNDAY

e < from 8am to 3pm

“FLEA MARKET
117-09 Hillside Ave., Richmond Hill, NY 11418

¢ Jewelry ¢ Clothing

¢ Antiques & more!

Phone: 347-709-7661
www.richmondhillfleamarket.com

>BROOKLYN >BROOKLYN
APTS WANTED APTS WANTED

APARTMENTS WANTED

Attention Landlords Homeowners
Get 4 months rent today and $1000
bonus with 1 month security voucher
No more problems collecting rent

Let us rent your apartments or rooms to the Linc Programme.
Choose your tenant from families already screened

Apartment Monthly rent Family size
Room $800

1br $1268 1 or 2 persons
2 br $1515 3 or 4 persons
3 br $1956 5 or 6 persons
4 br $2197 7 persons

KEISER ENTERPRISES INC
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

Call 718 284-6400

Call Owner
347-247-2667

Local
News
Updated
Daily At

TIMES
Ledger
.COM

> HELP WANTED (> HELP WANTED
Driver/ Worker
Commercial cleaning PT
company seeks person to BOOKKEEPER
drive company van for Minimum 5 + years
night shift. Must be experience
responsible & have a valid call 917-449-4301
lic. Must be dependable. fax resume
Call Mr. Mike 718-468-4601
347-584-3047

Try Real-Time Job Matching™ & get hired fast.
www.DreamJobsNYC.com

'iﬂds“

Deadline: 4pm Thursday
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KICK-OFF YOUR

Suren Sunoay
PARTY WITH

ZUM STAMMTISCH
RESTAURANT

CATERING & RESERVATIONS

3FT & 6FT HEROES
AVAILABLE WITH

3 SIDE DISHES INCLUD
Chrom 54%40@5—06}7@0 \Q/a/c.é... \UED

VIEW OUR FULL

Hll“)?l“i( German CATERING MENU ONLINE
Di“i“g & ﬂxpene“(e AT ZUMSTAMMTISCH.COM

69-46 Myrtle Avenue | Glendale, NY 11385

_ Scan To Join Our Mailing List for
(718) 386-3014 | ZumStammtisch.com

Exclusive Money-Saving Offers
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