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Hundreds of Jamaica resi-
dents and leaders, elected of-
ficials and city agencies brain-
stormed and discussed ideas for 
the revitalization and improve-
ment of Jamaica at the Jamaica 
Planning Initiative conference 
Saturday at York College. 

The Mayor’s Office and 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz are leading the 
neighborhood-based Jamaica 
Planning Initiative to come up 
with short- and long-term proj-
ects to encourage and sustain 
Jamaica’s growth. 

Recommendations from res-
idents and community leaders 
included better transportation, 
more collaboration between 
nonprofits, more job readiness 
programs and paid internships 
for youth, pedestrian safety 
and holding banking institu-
tions accountable for revitaliz-
ing the area. 

The conference provided 
residents and leaders with an 
update on the progress made 
since the “Fulfilling the Prom-
ise of Jamaica” conference in 
June. The initiative focuses on 
downtown Jamaica, the neigh-
borhood’s civic, commercial 
and regional transit hub. 

“We want to keep the flavor 
and the culture of Jamaica and 
we want to make sure that with 
the development and with the 
affordable housing, we don’t 
lose that,” Katz said in opening 
remarks. 

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica), for his part, com-
mended residents and commu-
nity leaders for their participa-
tion in the conference.

“The most precious re-
source, what makes Queens 
‘Queens,’ what makes us that 
diamond of a borough is the 
people, because you know that 

BY BILL PARRY

President Obama’s execu-
tive action on immigration 
echoed along Roosevelt Av-
enue, where hundreds of new-
comers gathered to view the 
speech at watch parties last 
week. The corridor is famous 
for its ethnic neighborhoods 
like the old Irish and new Fili-
pino communities in Woodside 
that abut the heavily Hispanic 
population in Jackson Heights 
and Corona.

At the packed offices of 
Make The Road New York, at 

92-10 Roosevelt Ave., immi-
grants celebrated the policy 
that will shield 5 million from 
deportation and enable fami-
lies to stay together.

“The president’s announce-
ment gives me confidence that 
I won’t be separated from my 
family,” undocumented im-
migrant Sene Vasquez said. “I 
came here for my family, be-
cause of poverty and violence 
in my country. My family 
faced many challenges here in 
the United States because of 
my immigrant status. Now I 
hope to obtain a Social Secu-

rity number which would al-
low me to get a job and provide 
for my kids, give me a sense of 
security.”

 Make The Road New York 
member Jorge Cedilio, a 
Queens resident whose undoc-
umented wife has American-
born  children and will likely 
benefit from the policy, said, 
“As I understand it, this will 
greatly help my wife and old-
est son who currently live in 
fear of deportation. This would 
keep my family together, and 
that’s the most important 
thing for us.”

Not everyone was pleased 
with what they heard from 
the president, whose message 
had particular resonance in 
Queens, the most ethically di-
verse county in the nation and 
perhaps the world. 

Queens resident Lina Pa-
cio, an undocumented trans-
gender woman said, “With 
the new executive action from 
the president, I feel excluded 
because I’m from the LGBT 
community and likely will not 
benefit because I don’t have 
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State Sen. Jose Peralta shares his support for President Obama’s executive order. See related story on Page 5.  
Photo courtesy J. Sebastian Barreneche

Queens tunes in to Obama
Hopeful immigrants gather to weigh impact of executive order

Jamaica plans 
the future of its 

downtown
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BY JUAN SOTO

The recurring image of 
Laurelton streets flooded 
after heavy rainstorms dis-
charge their rage will soon 
be an image of the past.

The city began an $18 mil-
lion project to increase sewer 
capacity that would reduce 
flooding in the affected area. 
The city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the 
Department of Design and 
Construction sent workers to 
execute a plan that includes 
the installation of about four 
miles of sewer lines and 142 
new catch basis. The work 
will increase drainage capac-
ity.

While work is being done 
and the roadway is open, the 
agencies will install three 
miles of new water mains to 
replace the old ones.

The project in Laurelton 
“will help to better drain pre-
cipitation from the roadways, 
reduce localized flooding 
and protect the homes and 
property of neighborhood 
residents,” said Emily Lloyd, 
DEP commissioner, who de-
scribed the work in the south-
east Queens community as “a 
priority.”

The city agencies will also 
construct more than 12,000 
feet of storm sewers that will 
collect the precipitation that 
drains through the catch 
basins on the streets. In ad-
dition, the construction will 
put into place a 17,700-foot 
new ductile iron distribution 
water mains. The new mains 
will improve the quality and 
pressure of the water.

“This project should bring 
significant relief to homeown-
ers and businesses that have 
been coping with persistent 
flooding,” Feniosky Peña-Mo-
ra, DDC commissioner, said.

During heavy rainstorms, 
sewers in Laurelton over-
flow.

The work is being done 
along a stretch on Brookville 
and Hook Creek boulevards, 
and between 241st and 244th 
streets and 134th and 131st 
avenues.

A similar project is being 
completed in Bayside, where 
the city agencies are install-
ing 7,000-foot trunk water 
mains with a 48-inch diam-
eter, 13,000-feet distribution 
mains and 657 sewer pipes.

“Neighborhoods through-
out southeast Queens have 
long been subjected to flooded 
streets and excessive ponding 
whenever it rained,” said City 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton). For Rich-
ards, the installation of the 
sewer infrastructure in Lau-
relton is “welcome news.”

“The persistent flooding 
in Laurelton has had a signif-
icant negative impact on the 
neighborhood’s quality of life 
for far too long,” said Melinda 
Katz, the Queens borough 
president. She added the proj-
ect will expand Laurelton’s 
sewer capacity and will pro-
vide “residents with much 
needed relief from the prop-
erty damage, inconvenience 
and safety risk that flooding 
can bring.”
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BY BILL PARRY

Queens Boulevard will 
have its speed limit reduced 
after all. The commissioner of 
the city Department of Trans-
portation added the dangerous 
thoroughfare to a list of other 
roadways that were slowed to 
25 mph from 30 mph as part of 
a citywide speed limit reduc-
tion that went into effect Nov. 
7.

Queens Boulevard was 
not included because it was 
deemed a major artery de-
signed to accommodate faster 
driving. But Polly Trotten-
berg, the commissioner, had 
a change of heart and an-
nounced that she anticipates 
that the speed limit will be re-
duced by the end of the year.

“Lowering Queens Boule-
vard’s speed limit to 25 mph 
will help save lives,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“For far too long, the Boule-
vard of Death has claimed 
the lives of too many innocent 
victims. Together along with 
increased enforcement by the 
NYPD and a reduction in the 
speed limit I believe we are 
taking a step in the right di-
rection toward protecting the 
precious lives of our commu-
nity’s seniors, schoolchildren 
and families.”

The boulevard cuts straight 
through the councilman’s dis-
trict from Long Island City 
through Woodside. State Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said, “Queens Boulevard has 
been known as the Boulevard 
of Death for far too long, and 
our work towards Vision Zero 
would not be complete with-
out addressing this street that 
has too often proven fatal. 
I’m glad DOT plans to make 
Queens Boulevard safer and I 
hope that with time this major 
street will come to be known 
for its pedestrian plazas and 

great restaurants rather than 
traffic fatalities.”

When U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
hosted a Vision Zero town 
hall in Astoria in  March, he 
spoke of how he lost a friend 
on Queens Boulevard. Wood-
side resident Marion Kurshuk 
was struck and killed by a mo-
torcycle while trying to cross 
the Boulevard at 58th Street 
just before Christmas 2013. He 
recalled how the 78-year-old 
woman was a volunteer who 
helped the homeless and the 
needy.

“Reducing the speed limit 
on Queens Boulevard will no 

doubt help save lives,” he said 
Monday. “For too long, this ma-
jor thoroughfare has been one 
of the most dangerous corri-
dors in our city. A great many 
of us have lost either a friend, 
family member or neighbor 
to the hazardous conditions 
on Queens Boulevard and I 
am pleased to see the DOT 
include it in its Vision Zero 
plan as they continue to work 
with our communities on the 
implementation of this much-
needed initiative.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

This map shows the Laurelton 
streets affected by the construction 
project. Photo courtesy DEP

Motorists on Queens Boulevard will have to slow down as DOT lowers the 
speed limit to 25 mph. Photo by Bill Parry

City works to stop 
fl oods in Laurelton

Blvd of Death slows
DOT decides on a new speed limit for notorious road
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BY BILL PARRY

There are more than 4,200 
non-profits in the borough, rep-
resenting 15 percent of the New 
York City total, but no Queens 
organization has ever won a 
prestigious New York Com-
munity Trust Nonprofit Excel-
lence Award. Until now.

Row New York, a 12-year-old 
Long Island City-based orga-
nization that empowers youth 
from under-resourced commu-
nities, was one of three non-
profits to win the award Nov. 20. 
 The three organizations were 
recognized for their outstand-
ing management practices.

“We’re very excited about 
it,” Row New York Founder and 
Executive Director Amanda 
Kraus said. “It’s a seal of ap-
proval when someone that is 
respected takes a long look at 
your organization and decides, 
after careful analysis, that yes 
— they are a good nonprofit.”

The Nonprofit Coordinat-
ing Committee sponsors the 
award.

“Basically, it’s a trade asso-
ciation for nonprofits,” awards 
committee member Diana Dav-
enport said. “We’re experts at 
analysis and run a really nice 
and successful program and 
people really pay attention to 
the winners. They can use the 
award to generate more inter-
est and press recognition. This 
helps them in their fund-rais-
ing because people will know 
that their money is going to a 
well-run, professional organi-
zation.”

Row New York began in 2002 
with the simple idea that com-
petitive rowing paired with rig-
orous academic support for un-
derserved youth could change 
the trajectory of their teen 
years and beyond. Row New 
York teams have medaled at 
the New York State champion-
ship for six years in a row and 
compete regularly at regional 
regattas against athletes who 
have every advantage.

Each girl averages 1,008 
hours in the year-round inten-
sive program and it’s not all on 

the water. The program offers 
intensive academic tutoring 
and college preparedness with 
nearly 100 percent going on to 
higher learning, most on schol-
arship.

“We get girls from neighbor-
hoods like Flushing and Ja-
maica, from schools that don’t 
have much in the way of athlet-
ics, and we teach them the sport 
of rowing,”  Kraus said. “Row-

ing is the ultimate team sport 
where there are no stars. It’s 
not always fun, it’s hard work, 
but you push through it and see 
the rewards. It helps to forge 
character. They travel, com-
pete and transform into strong 
confident women.”

The awards are based on 
eight areas of excellence: focus 
on results; governance struc-
ture; financial management; 

human resources; diversity 
and responsiveness; informa-
tion technology; communica-
tions; and fund-raising.

“Amanda crafted her orga-
nization after our eight areas of 
excellence,” Davenport said.

Kraus agreed, saying the 
focus on the eight areas helped 
Row New York develop into a 
well-run organization. “We’re 
just over a decade old with just 
23 full-timers on staff; these oth-
er winners have been around 
for 120 years,” she said.

Leake & Watts was founded 
as an orphanage in 1831 and 
continues to give support to 
thousands of children. Graham 
Windham was founded in 1806 
providing innovative child wel-
fare and youth development 
programs.

As for being the first Queens 
nonprofit to win the award, 
Knaus said, “We are very aware 
of that, but I think Queens 
doesn’t get the attention it de-
serves for all the great works 
its nonprofits are doing.”

Row New York Executive Director Amanda Kraus (c.) accepts a Community 
Trust Nonprofit Excellence Award. Photo courtesy Kate Lord

Row New York captures prestigious city prize
Group is fi rst Queens organization to win Community Trust Nonprofi t Excellence Award

$CASH$$CASH$The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A judge struck down a 
pregnant lawyer’s bid to delay 
the corruption trial of former 
Queens GOP leader Vincent 
Tabone and state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis), propelling the 
case back to the issue that ini-
tially derailed it — Yiddish.

White Plains Federal 
Court Judge Kenneth Karas 
dismissed Deborah Misir’s re-
quest to adjourn the court pro-
ceedings for Tabone, her client, 
until September. She sought the 
delay because of what she and 
her doctor described as a high-
risk pregnancy and planned 
maternity leave.

But prosecutors success-
fully convinced the judge last 
week that Tabone’s right to 
an attorney of his choice did 
not outweigh Smith’s right to 
a speedy trial. They also pre-
vailed on their point that split-
ting the two trials would im-
pede the government’s case.

Misir’s firm called the deci-
sion disappointing.

“We believe the U.S. govern-
ment should comply with the 
Civil Rights Act and Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, and 
provide reasonable accom-
modation to women who have 
high-risk pregnancies,” Lally & 
Misir, LLP said in a statement. 
“As a result of this decision, 
Mr. Tabone will be deprived of 

his choice of counsel at retrial, 
which involves charges never 
before prosecuted by the U.S. 
government, namely the use of 
the federal honest services stat-
ute to prosecute political vol-
unteers for ‘disloyalty’ to their 
political party.”

Lally &  Misir is a Nassau 
firm led byMisir and her hus-
band Grant Lally, a Republican 
who lost his bid earlier this 
month to unseat U.S. Rep. Steve 
Israel  (D-Great Neck).

Karas’ decision gives Tab-
one about six weeks to decide 
whether Leo Ahern, who was 
retained by Lally & Misir as co-
counsel, will take over his case 
and whether he wants to hire 
other attorneys. 

It was unclear who would 
represent Tabone.

Jury selection was sched-
uled to begin Jan. 5 in what fed-
eral prosecutors have branded 
as an elaborate ploy by Smith 
to bribe his way onto the GOP 
ticket in the 2013 mayoral elec-
tion.

As a registered Democrat, 
the senator needed at least 
three of five county GOP par-
ties to approve of his running 
on their line.

Prosecutors contend Smith 
routed about $500,000 in state 
funding to a sham upstate proj-
ect in exchange for its recipi-
ents agreeing to pony up money 
for his suspected bribes. 

Tabone is charged with 
pocketing one of these alleged 
bribes — a $25,000 payment — 
while acting as the day-to-day 
leader of the Queens Republi-
can Party when its chairman, 
Phil Ragusa, was battling 
the leukemia that ultimately 
claimed his life.

Lawyers for both have main-
tained their innocence.

A jury previously found 

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria honored two of its 
oldest residents: Sal Gagliardo 
was celebrated for his service 
to the country and community 
on the occasion of his 100th 
birthday, and his much young-
er friend, Luke Gasparre, was 
honored as well at the age of 90.

Both men were recipients of 
Bronze Stars for bravery dur-
ing World War II and returned 
home to serve Astoria civically 
and politically.

“I’ve known these men pret-
ty much all of my life,” featured 
speaker Peter Vallone, Sr. said. 
“I couldn’t imagine Astoria 
without them. They’re all that’s 
good about this place.”

The event was sponsored by 
the Catholic War Veterans Post 
#1 and it drew more than 100 

veterans, community activists, 
family and friends to the Hel-
lenic Federation at 22-51 29th 
St. last Friday.

“To have that many people 
turn out on such a cold night 
says a lot about those two men,” 
Astoria Civic Association Pres-
ident Antonio Meloni said. “It 
was really heartwarming to 

see.”
Gagliardo saw combat in 

both the Pacific and European 
Theaters. “He fought after Pearl 
Harbor and returned home to 
train with the OSS because he 
spoke Italian, then they sent 
him to work with the Italian 
partisans against the Nazis,” 
Meloni said. The Office of Stra-
tegic Services was the forerun-
ner of the CIA. 

“Then he comes back and 
becomes the first president of 
the Astoria Civic Association 
and spends  decades on Commu-
nity Board 1,” Meloni said.

Vallone, who represented 
Astoria on the City Council for 
more than three decades, add-
ed, “I put him on City Planning 
because of his brilliant mind 

BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside takes Small 
Business Saturday very seri-
ously.

Commissioner Maria Tor-
res-Springer, of the city De-
partment of Small Business 
Services, held a roundtable 
discussion with neighbor-
hood business leaders last 
week at Los Verdes, a restau-
rant at 46-26 Greenpoint Ave.

Sunnyside Shines, the ar-
ea’s Business Improvement 
District, plans a kick-off event 
for Small Business Saturday 
at noon on Bliss Plaza at 46th 
Street and Queens Boulevard. 
The BID will have the official 
release of its first-ever Shop 
Local Holiday Gift Guide in 
partnership with photogra-
phy students from LaGuar-
dia Community College. The 
full-color brochure features 
gift ideas from 22 neighbor-
hood stores with over 35,000 
copies printed this month.

“Resources like the Sun-
nyside Shines Shop Local 
Holiday Gift Guide are cre-
ative, important tools to help 
promote local business and 
engage residents as they start 
shopping for the holiday sea-
son,” Torres-Springer said 
at the Nov. 20 talk. “We look 
forward to continue working 
with Sunnyside Shines to 
strengthen local businesses 
and support this dynamic 
Queens neighborhood.”

More than 18,000 of the 
guides were mailed to area 
residents this week and the 
remainder will be handed out 
during the kick-off event.

“I am delighted that the 
BID has produced a holiday 
gift guide to promote local 
businesses like mine in the 
neighborhood,” Bing’s Hall-
mark owner Czarrina An-

dres said. “Every bit of pub-
licity helps local business. 
Launching the gift guide on 
Small Business Saturday is 
a perfect way to make the 
community more aware of 
the importance of shopping 
locally.”

In addition, Sunnyside 
Shines will again sponsor a 
holiday window photo con-
test to encourage area stores 
to decorate their windows 
for the holidays. That is com-
bined with the decorations 
the BID puts up along Queens 
Boulevard and Greenpoint 
Avenue to make the district 
more inviting to holiday 
shoppers.

“Sunnysiders understand 
the importance of shopping 
locally, but we wanted to 
make it even easier by pub-
lishing the gift guide and 
promoting local business on 
Small Business Saturday,” 
Sunnyside Shines Executive 
Director Rachel Thieme said. 
The kick-off event begins at 
noon this Saturday with free 
giveaways, live music and 
further distribution of the 
gift guides.

Two classes at LaGuardia 
Community College contrib-
uted research and design 
ideas along with the photog-
raphy for the project. Hector 
Fernandez and Nicole Lytle 
of the Business & Technol-
ogy Department at the school 
called it a valuable collabora-
tive effort between faculty, 
students and the BID.

“Students learned a great 
deal about small business 
needs, working efficiently on 
short timelines, and the im-
portance of effective commu-
nication with several parties 
— experience that will carry 
them into their business ca-
reers,” they said.

Sal Gagliardo and Luke 
Gasparre share a laugh as 
the birthday cake is cut. 

Photo courtesy Peter Figetakis

Bing's Hallmark owner Czarrina Andres takes part in a Small Business 
Saturday promotion. Photo courtesy Sunnyside Shines

Former Queens GOP Vice Chairman 
Vincent Tabone stands outside 
White Plains Federal Court.

Sunnyside BID big
on Small Biz Saturday

Astoria honors two WWII vets

Tabone trial on for ‘15
Federal judge dismisses request to delay his case 

Continued on Page 61

Continued on Page 44
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BY JUAN SOTO

To pay or not to pay?
That’s what the City Coun-

cil is trying to decide when it 
comes to the future of the ur-
ban plastic bag. Some Council 
members support a bill call-
ing for a 10-cent fee on every 
plastic bag stores give out to 
their customers when they 
shop for groceries, electronics 
or clothing.

Supporters argue the fee 
will help the environment 
by reducing waste. But oppo-
nents say the 10-cent charge is 
just another tax on New York-
ers disguised as a fee.

Proponents of the bill 
maintained plastic bags “are 
among the more problematic 
types of trash and litter.” They 
added that it takes the bags 
between 500 and 1,000 years 
“to decompose in a landfill,” 
according to the Committee 

on Sanitation and Solid Waste 
Management.

Some municipalities in 
Calif., including San Jose, Los 
Angeles and Santa Monica, 
have banned plastic bags out-
right, and they have added a 
fee for paper bags.

And across the Atlantic, 
Ireland, for example, imposed 
a 15-euro cent per bag in 2002, 
reducing plastic bag use by 90 
percent.

According to the Sanita-
tion Department, the city 
generates about 100,000 tons 
of plastic bags a year at a cost 
of $10 million. The city agency 
said   plastic bags accounted 
for about 2 percent of the city’s 
waste stream in 2013.  

I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) and Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton) are two of the 
21 councilmen sponsoring the 
bill.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Greater Jamaica De-
velopment Corp. has heralded 
The Crossing, a $225 million 
mixed use development slated 
for its property beside the 
LIRR stop, but one union con-
tends the project offers sur-
rounding residents anything 
but a bridge to betterment.

Michael Donnelly, a New 
York City District Council 
of Carpenters representa-
tive, said GJDC neglected the 
union’s offer to train local 
residents while constructing 
The Crossing and find them 
employment after the planned 
towers rose above Sutphin and 
Archer avenues.

“They said, ‘We’re selling 
the land.’ And we said, ‘Why 
don’t you put in the contracts 
that you have to employ peo-
ple from the neighborhood, 
provide health care and all 

that?’” Donnelly said, noting 
he did not get a clear answer 
on whether any agreements 
had been signed. “Greater Ja-
maica doesn’t care one way 
or another, as long as they get 
their building done.”

No deed or land disposi-
tion has been signed for 93-01 
Sutphin Blvd., which Greater 
Jamaica Development Corp. 
plans to sell to BRP Devel-

opment Corporation for the 
25-story and 14-story develop-
ment. The towers will stand 
above 300 parking spots, 
100,000 square feet of retail 
and community space and 
reserve half of the 580 apart-
ments for those making less 
than the area median income, 
according to GJDC’s website.

GJDC, a non-profit dedi-
cated to revitalizing Jamaica 
through responsible develop-
ment, characterized its meet-
ing with the District Council 
of Carpenters as productive.

“We had a very positive 
meeting with the carpenters 
union and shared the discus-
sion with BRP,” a spokesman 
for GJDC said in a statement. 
“It is our mission that these 
projects should be done for 
the benefit of the community, 
including those who work on 

Greater Jamaica board member 
Isa Abdur-Rahman (l.) listens as 
Executive Vice President Andrew 
Manshel discusses plans for new de-
velopment.

Carpenters’ union takes on 
Jamaica Development Corp.

City Council pushes 
10-cent plastic bag fee

Continued on Page 61 Continued on Page 55

Electeds back Obama on boro immigrants
BY BILL PARRY

Queens has become such a 
bastion of immigrant rights in 
recent years that when Presi-
dent Obama issued his execu-
tive order, the borough’s only 
Republican elected official, 
City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(D-Ozone Park), did not release 
a statement. Others did.

City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), 
who represents the most im-
migrant-dense district in New 
York City, said, “The families 
in my community — the heart 
of the immigrant community in 
New York — that have worked 
long and hard deserve this op-
portunity to lead respectable 
lives free of the fear of deporta-
tion.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), the daughter of im-
migrants, said, “I welcome 
the president’s broad and bold 
step to improve the nation’s 
broken immigration system. 
Of course, i prefer Congress to 
pass comprehensive immigra-
tion reform; but with the GOP 
leadership still refusing to act, 
the president had no choice but 
to use his authority; the same 
authority have also used on im-
migration. Nearly a year-and-a-

half after the Senate approved 
bipartisan legislation to over-
haul our country’s immigration 
laws, the bill continues to hang 
in limbo. Families remain sep-
arated, people continue to live 
in the shadows and progress is 
virtually non-existent.”

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 

(D-Jamaica) also applauded 
Obama’s decision. He said 
Obama’s executive action “is 
an important step towards fix-
ing our decades-old broken im-
migration system.”

The congressman said im-
migration reform “will not 
only provide relief and clar-

ity to hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants who are living as 
second-class citizens, but it will 
create jobs, strengthen small 
business, fuel innovation, re-
duce the deficit, and energize 
the economy.”

Two lead sponsors of the 
Dream Act, that failed to pass 
in Albany in March and would 
have allowed state financial aid 
programs to cover the college 
children of undocumented im-
migrants, added their support 
for Obama’s announcement.

“The good news is that mil-
lions of upstanding, hardwork-
ing undocumented immigrants 
will now be able to continue 
contributing to our economy 
without having to live in fear 
of deportation,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“The bad news is that millions 
of other upstanding, hardwork-
ing, undocumented immigrants 
will remain in the shadows of 
our economy and society.”

State Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
added, “As a lawmaker who rep-
resents a part of New York with 
a large immigrant community, 
I am intimately aware of how 
deportation rips families apart 
and tears our social fabric. Reg-
ularizing the status of undocu-

mented immigrants who have 
deep economic and familial ties 
to the U.S. will allow our econ-
omy, our law enforcement and 
our society to function better.”

When Mayor Bill de Blasio 
last week signed two laws that 
limit the city’s cooperation 
with the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement deporta-
tions, he came to Corona. Two 
weeks later he is planning to 
bring at least 20 of the nation’s 
mayors together for a summit 
at Gracie Mansion Dec. 8 to de-
termine how to move forward 
and implement the president’s 
executive order.

“This summit will offer a 
unique opportunity for mayors 
of many of our nation’s progres-
sive cities to restate our leader-
ship and responsibility on this 
decisive issue,” de Blasio said, 
adding that the mayors will 
develop “an unbeatable master 
plan that truly prepares our 
localities for swift implementa-
tion of changes and also advo-
cates for further reforms from 
the municipal level all the way 
of to Washington.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Make The Road New York will help community members apply for relief.  
Photo courtesy J. Sebastian Barreneche
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BY BILL PARRY

The massive Astoria Cove 
project finally got the green 
light Tuesday when the full 
City Council voted unanimous-
ly in favor of the plan. The vote 
was perfunctory, having passed 
through the Land Use subcom-
mittee last week.

City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) pushed 
for additional affordable hous-
ing units during the final 
phase of the six-month approv-
al process. After negotiations 
with 2030 Astoria Developers 
stretched into the final minute, 
the builders agreed to make 27 
percent of the residential floor 
area of the building available to 
varying income levels.

“Residential development 
in the 21st century must be 
innovative, contextual and 
inclusive of its community,” 
Constantinides said outside 
City Hall. “I am proud to have 
reached this goal by passing 
this historic agreement at Asto-
ria Cove.”

The project proposes to 
transform an isolated and un-
derutilized area of the Hallets 

Point peninsula. “This trans-
formational project will be one 
of the most environmentally 
friendly and sustainable in the 
city’s history,” 2030 Astoria 
Developers Managing Partner 
John Mavroudis said. “It will 
result in a public waterfront 
esplanade with two-acres of 
parkland, a 456-seat elementa-
ry school, 110,000-square-feet of 
street-level retail, and so much 
more. Astoria Cove will bring 
overdue and significant invest-
ment to transform the future of 
the immediate community and 
enable connections to the rest 
of Astoria.” 

The deal was seen as a coup 
for the de Blasio administra-
tion because it was a test case 
for his new mandatory inclu-
sionary zoning policy, which 
requires developers to include 
affordable units as a precondi-
tion for construction. 

“For the first time in city 
history, the developer will be 
required by law to provide per-
manently affordable housing 
that is within reach of Astori-
ans,” Constantinides said. “In 
one of the largest agreements 
on affordable housing in city 

history, a record 27 percent of 
the development will be per-
manently reserved for low- and 
middle-income households. 
The development will also use 
a fully unionized work force, 
bringing good jobs in an area 
that needs them.”

Jay Valgora, the architect 
who designed Astoria Cove 
as well as the nearby Hallets 
Point project that was approved 
by the City Council last year,  
said, “It’s the right project for 
the community and it achieves 

everyone’s goals. Right now 
it’s nothing but dirt roads with 
trailers on it and fences keep-
ing the public away from the 
waterfront. We want to break 
down the walls and reconnect 
the community with their wa-
terfront.”

Astoria Houses Resident 
Association President Claudia 
Conger and Vice President Re-
nee Edwards are supporters of 
the project. 

“The Astoria Houses are 
in arguably one of the most 

segregated pockets of poverty 
in Queens, and it’s been that 
way for decades,” they said in 
a joint statement. “Now the As-
toria Cove development offers 
a chance to help change that 
for the better. This project will 
bring hundreds of construc-
tion and permanent jobs to the 
neighborhood for residents to 
take advantage of.”

Transportation issues in 
Astoria led Community Board 
1 and Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz to not en-
dorse the plan during the early 
stages of the approval process. 
The mayor’s office agreed to 
commit $5 million toward the 
construction of a ferry dock to 
help make the deal happen.

“This agreement shows 
what we can achieve when the 
private and public sectors work 
together,” Constantinides said. 
“This agreement provides real 
benefits to the neighborhood 
and will also help further link 
our booming communities 
along the East River.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Councilman Costa Constantinides talks about Astoria Cove getting final 
approval Tuesday. Photo courtesy Costa Constantinides

Astoria Cove gets Council’s full approval
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac� ons • Cosme� c/Esthe� c Den� stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      Call us or visit us today
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November & December Specials
WHOA! NEW LOOK

McDonald’s® 
59-60 55th Rd. 
Maspeth, NY 11378 
(718) 326-5500

Open 24/7

$1.00 
Any Size 

® 

$3.00 
2 Sausage 

®

$1.00 
3 Mozzarella 

$1.00 
2 Apple 

Pies
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POLICE 

Blotter

ROSEDALE — A 3-year-old girl in 
Rosedale died after she was found uncon-
scious Saturday morning, according to 
police.

Police found Kay-lee Williams, uncon-
scious at her Rosedale home on 246-18 137th 
Ave., Saturday at 10:34 a.m. She was taken 
to Franklin General Hospital in Valley 
Stream, where she was pronounced dead.

According to a police spokesman, Wil-
liams’ mother stated that she left her child 
playing in her room unattended for a sec-
ond and found her unresponsive with a 
plastic bag over her head.

The investigation is ongoing. A medi-
cal examiner will determine the cause of 
death.

JACKSON HEIGHTS — Police 
from the 115th Precinct answered 
a 911 call Monday at a residence 
on 93rd Street near 32nd Avenue 
where they discovered a man in 
his 20s with a gunshot wound to 
the head, the NYPD said.

Police say the victim was taken 
to Elmhurst Hospital Center, where 
he was listed in critical condition. 

There have been no arrests and 
the investigation was continuing, 
according to police.

HOWARD BEACH — Former New 
York City Police Detective Jay Poggi was 
sentenced on charges of driving while un-
der the influence of alcohol and reckless 
assault, Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said Tuesday.

Queens Criminal Court Judge Ernest 
Hart sentenced Poggi, 57, of Long Island, 
to participate in a Victim Impact Panel, 
have an ignition interlock device placed 
on vehicles registered in his name and 
a $500 fine. Poggi already completed a 
12-week alcohol treatment program. His 
driving privileges were also suspended.

Poggi pleaded guilty to operating a 
motor vehicle while under the influence 
of alcohol and third-degree assault.

On April 21, Poggi showed his Smith 
and Wesson revolver to his partner, De-
tective Matthew Sullivan. The weapon 
discharged, leaving Sullivan with a gun-
shot wound in his right wrist. The offi-
cers were in an unmarked police vehicle 
parked on Cross Bay Boulevard and 165th 
Avenue in Howard Beach. Poggi drove 
Sullivan to Jamaica Hospital.

A field sobriety test at the hospital re-
vealed that Poggi’s blood alcohol content 
level was .113 percent, above the legal 
limit of .08 percent in New York. Poggi re-
fused to submit a Breathalyzer test at the 
112th Precinct. 

Poggi was officially terminated May 
23.

NYPD detective sentenced in DUI

Jax Hghts man shot Baby, 3, found dead

WHY WAIT... TO SEE A DOCTOR?

FIRST+MED 
FIRST MED URGENT CARE 
FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

                           FIRSTMEDNY.com

Member Urgent Care 
Association Of America

We Now Accept 
all BC/BS, 

GHI Access, Aetna, CIGNA, 
HIP, Oxford, Vytra, 

Medicare, Emblem Health, 
Magnacare, UHC, NYC Ship, 

Power Authority, Postal, 
W.C., No Fault

WELL LIT PARKING LOT

Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 6th at 3pm

General Admission: $15 Seniors: $12
Students/Teenagers: $5

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Academy
Msgr. Mulz Hall

88-08 Jamaica Ave. Woodhaven, NY
All proceeds benefit the school

For tickets and more information please call (718) 847-3904

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

The Big Band Sound - That uniquely American combination of reeds, brass 
and rhythm which defined our nation’s popular music for more than three 

decades and which still pervades our public consciousness.

FLUSHING — A Flushing doctor is 
facing charges of defrauding six insur-
ance companies out of more than $25,000 
by billing them for medical services that 
he never provided, Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said last week.

 Dr. Stanley Sangwook-Kim, 41, of 
Manhasset, L.I., who has a medical 
practice at 33-34 Parsons Blvd., and is 
the director of the surgical residency 
program at St. John’s Episcopal Hos-
pital in Far Rockaway, was arraigned 
Nov. 19 before Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Michelle Armstrong. 

He is facing charges related to insur-
ance fraud, grand larceny, petit larceny, 
criminal possession of stolen property, 
falsifying business records and scheme 
to defraud, the DA said. If convicted, he 
faces up to seven years in prison. 

“To a dishonest healthcare provider, 
a patient’s medical data is like having 
access to their credit card — and can 
be more valuable as most people scruti-
nize their credit card statements much 
more closely than they do explanation 
of benefits printouts,” Brown said in a 

statement. 
“Today’s criminal charges send a 

clear message to those who attempt 
to fleece the system for their own per-
sonal gain that law enforcement’s fight 
against insurance fraud is ongoing and 
that those who cheat will be sought out 
and prosecuted,” he continued.

Kim is accused of submitting more 
than $63,000 in fraudulent claims to 
six  health insurance carriers — Aetna, 
Cigna, United Healthcare, Affinity 
Health Plan, Optum Health

Care (United Healthcare) and Health 
Plus (Amerigroup) — for medical treat-
ment he allegedly provided to 13 patients 
between May 2012 and September 2013, 
Brown said. He did not provide services 
during that time period, the DA con-
tended. 

Kim was released on his own recog-
nizance. 

His next court date is Dec. 10. St. 
John’s Episcopal Hospital started its 
internal investigation, according to 
Thomas Thompson, assistant to the 
chief executive officer. 

Flushing doctor accused of fraud
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Manufacturing zone lead-
ers are hoping a recent city 
study will usher in a more 
industrious era for the sector, 
particularly those in Queens 
staving off residential en-
croachment.

The City Council released 
a study last week of industrial 
districts and proposed three 
new zoning codes — a stron-
ger industrial overlay that 
requires permits for non-man-
ufacturing uses; a creative 
economy district integrating 
industrial uses with tech, 
media and art businesses; 
and mixed-use residential-
commercial areas that retain 
manufacturing companies 
through mandates or incen-
tives.

The study found about 10 
percent of the city’s private 
work force is employed by 
industrial companies. They 
report contended manufac-
turing businesses and related 
wholesale, transportation, 
warehousing and utilities 
work pays an average salary 
of $51,000, nearly double that 
of the nightlife, dining and 
service jobs that typically re-
place them.

The study stressed that the 
sector is particularly lucra-
tive for immigrants who may 
not have access to education. 
And merchant leaders seemed 
to agree.

“Manufacturing jobs are 
the kind of jobs that immi-
grants with very little educa-
tion can get a foothold and 
build an economic base for 
themselves in this country,” 
said Theodore Renz, executive 
director of the Ridgewood Lo-
cal Development Corp.

Legislators representing 
districts with at least 10 per-
cent of constituents employed 
in the industrial sector includ-
ed all but six of the borough’s 

14 Council members —  Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), Cost Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria), Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
Rory Lacnman (D-Hillcrest), 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) and Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton), according to 
the study.

After decades of decline, 
the report said the sector held 
steady from 2010 to 2013 and 
grew 4 percent during 2013-14.

To cultivate continued 
growth, the report proposed 
three zoning types to supple-
ment the Industrial Business 
Zones, an initiative developed 
in 2006 to prevent manufactur-
ing businesses from getting 
priced out of the city. IBZs of-
fer companies tax incentives 
to move to the zones and come 
with the city’s pledge not to re-
zone those areas.

The report floated an In-
dustrial Employment District 
overlay plan, which would re-
quire City Planning Commis-
sion permits for other uses, 
such as hotels, offices or enter-
tainment venues, and allow 
bulkier buildings with less 
parking space.

Jean Tanler, the Maspeth 
Industrial Business Associa-
tion coordinator, said fewer 
limitations on building size 
and height could go a long 
ways toward shoring up indus-
trial zones because it would 
increase landlords’ likelihood 
of profiting from industrial 
tenants.

“If they are limited to one 
story, it would be a low return 
for an industrial use,” she 
said.

The second proposal called 
for a creative economy district 
that would authorize commer-
cial office space additions to 
industrial buildings, while 
requiring that a minimum 
square- foot-space remain re-

BY JUAN SOTO

Arthur Flug retired at the 
turn of the century after 40 
years of work, first at the city’s 
Board of Education and then 
with a Queens lawmaker be-
cause “I wanted time for my-
self.”

But before he could enjoy his 
retirement, he decided to pack 
his suitcase and volunteer for 
a few months with the Israeli 
Army. He was 61.

As a volunteer with the 
army, he drove military trucks, 
worked at military warehouses 
and army bases. “I rolled up 
my sleeves and got my hands 
dirty,” said Flug, the middle 
child of a Polish immigrant 
Jewish couple who came to the 
United States in 1920.

It was his third visit to the 
Middle Eastern country.

“I felt I needed to do more 
than just be a tourist,” Flug, 
who is now executive director 
of the Holocaust Resource Cen-
ter and Archives at Queensbor-
ough Community College, said.

But before he went back to 
work and ended up at the helm 
of the Harriet and Kenneth 
Kupferberg campus center, 
Flug was the director of the 
Manhattan’s American Jew-
ish Congress delegation and 
worked for U.S. Rep. Gary Ack-
erman (D-Bayside), then City 
Councilman David Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens).

One day, Eduardo Martí, 
then president of the Bayside 
college, met Flug when he was 
Weprin’s chief of staff. The 
head of QCC was requesting 
city funding for the academic 
institution.

Soon after, Flug said, it was 
time to retire once again. He 
was 68.

Then his phone rang. Martí 
was on the other side of the 
line.

The QCC president told 
Flug, who was an assistant 
principal at JHS 109 in Queens 
Village from 1968 to 1979, about 
the Holocaust Center located in 
the college library’s basement.

“He asked me to do commu-
nity outreach one day a week, 
and I said why not,” he recalled. 
“The day a week became more, 
and when the director of the 
Holocaust Center (William 
Schulman) left, I became the 
director.”

Schulman started the cen-
ter. “I just picked up where he 
left,” said Flug, who between 

1990 and 1999 was district ad-
ministrator for Ackerman.

“We then looked to expand 
the center, and after heavy duty 
fund-rasing we put up the new 
building,” he said, referring to 
the current house for the Har-
riet and Kenneth Kupferberg 
Holocaust Resource Center and 
Archives.

Flug couldn’t have had a bet-
ter 70th birthday.

On Oct. 18, 2009, the Holo-
caust center officially opened. 
Since then the research center 
has expanded. “I woke up that 
morning with a big smile,” he 
said. “Not because it was my 
birthday, but because I said I 
know now what I want to do 
when I grow up.”

The mission of the center is 
to educate the public using the 
lessons learn in the Holocaust 
about racism, prejudice and 
stereotyping. It goes beyond 
the Nazis. At the Bayside cam-
pus, Flug said, a majority of the 
17,000 students “haven’t heard 
of the Holocaust because they 
come from over 150 countries 
where the Holocaust is not re-
ally on the curriculum.”

At the center, three intern-
ship programs stand out. In one 
of them, students are trained to 
interview a Holocaust survivor. 
“It is a way to study about the 
Holocaust from someone that 
was there,” Flug said. As the 
survivor population is aging, 
Flug pointed out, “we made a 
commitment to see that they 
are not forgotten. The students 
retell their stories.”

Flug estimated there are 
about 4,000 Holocaust survi-
vors living in Queens.

In the Asian Social Justice 
Program, students learned 
about the 200,000 teenage girls, 

known as comfort women, 
rounded up by the Japanese 
Army in Korea and other parts 
of Asian and send to military 
brothels.

And the third program is 
the Hate Crimes internship, in 
which students study the New 
York State Hate Crimes Law.  

Flug grew up on Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side, in a five-
story walk-up tenement at the 
intersection of Delancy and Or-
chard streets.

At the age of 12, the fam-
ily left the island behind and 
moved to South Jamaica. “Mov-
ing to Queens from the Lower 
East Side was considered a step 
up back then,” he said.

In southeast Queens, his 
father opened up Sam’s Candy 
Store at 157th street and Rock-
away Boulevard in 1951. The 
family-owned operation lasted 
15 years until 1966.

Flug remembers his father 
opening the store at 5 a.m., and 
closing the shop at 10 p.m.

“My brothers and I helped 
before going to school with get-
ting the newspapers and other 
stuff ready,” Flug said. “After 
coming home from school and 
having dinner, we went to the 
store to work and do our home-
work on the store’s counter.”

He went to PS 45 in Jamaica, 
JHS 109, and then graduated 
from the now-closed Jamaica 
High School. He was a history 
major at Queens College.

Come Dec. 31, he plans to re-
tire, again. He hopes the third 
time is a charm. His wife, a Su-
preme Court judge, will retire a 
year after him.

“I am 75. I am in the home 
stretch,” he said. “There are a 
lot of things I want to do I don’t 
even know about.”

A restaurant equipment manufacturing company is slated to move 
into a former FDNY facility in the Maspeth Industrial Business Zone.

Arthur Flug poses next to a Torah at the Holocaust Resource Center and 
Archives at Queensborough Community College. Photo by Juan Soto

No pride in prejudice
Head of QCC Holocaust center wants all stories told

Boro industrial execs
sound off on city study

Continued on Page 61
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BY BILL PARRY

If you are going to drink and 
drive, it’s best you don’t travel 
through western Queens now 
that Capt. John Travaglia is 
in command at the 108th Pre-
cinct. From his new station 
house at 5-47 50th Ave. Trava-
glia will oversee the squad 
that covers Long Island City, 
Sunnyside, Woodside and a 
chunk of Maspeth where bur-
glaries and property-related 
crime normally rank high on 
the priority list.

The new commander will 
put traffic concerns right at 
the top of that list after spend-
ing nearly half of his 22 years 
at the NYPD on the Highway 
Patrol. 

“This precinct is in the 
crossroads of the city’s night-
life, including Astoria,” Trav-
aglia said. “You’ve got drivers 
coming off the Queensboro 
Bridge and through the Mid-
town Tunnel using the big 
thoroughfares like the Long Is-
land Expressway and Queens 

and Northern Boulevards. I’ve 
seen too many drunk driving 
incidents in the 108 over the 
years. They’ve had a great 
DWI program already in place 
and I think I can improve on 
it.”

The captain also believes 
his Highway Patrol experi-
ence gives him the upper hand 
in further implementing May-
or Bill de Blasio’s Vision Zero 
initiative. “No question, it ab-
solutely does give me an edge 
in that department,” he said.

This will be Travaglia’s 
first time as a commanding 
officer after spending the last 
eight months as the executive 
officer at the 114th Precinct in 
Astoria. Before that the self-
described Jets fan from Long 
Island spent 3 1/2 years at the 
104th Precinct in Maspeth.

“Between Highway Patrol 
and the two precincts, you can 
say I have a great familiar-
ity with the streets of west-
ern Queens, a great familiar-
ity with the entire region,” 
he said. After beginning his 

career in 1993 at the 105th 
Precinct in Queens Village, 

Travaglia moved on to stints 
at the 113th in Jamaica and 

the 104th in Ridgewood. 
Travaglia’s latest move 

fills the post that was vacated 
two weeks ago when the NYPD 
shifted Capt. Brian Hennessy 
to the larger 114th Precinct in 
Jackson Heights. Both men 
believe that community po-
licing is a core component of 
the NYPD’s methodology and 
Travaglia plans to work dili-
gently to build on the efforts 
of his predecessor.

“I was telling my officers 
just the other day that I love 
Capt. Hennessy,” Travaglia 
said. “I’ve known him for 
years. He’s a wonderful guy, 
very involved with the com-
munity. He’s left me with a 
well running ship. There’s 
nothing I see here in the 108th 
that needs to be changed. I’ll 
just put my touch on things 
during the next few months.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Capt. John Travaglia, holding his son Joseph, has been named commander 
of the 108th Precinct.  Photo courtesy Capt. John Travaglia

108th gets new commander who knows nabe
Veteran of NYPD Highway Patrol pledges to crack down on drunk drivers

NO–LINE BIFOCALS 
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

12/14/14

VARILUX 
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999
12/14/14

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES 
$6999

Including Free Eye Exam
12/14/14

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES

 RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*
*Some Restrictions May Apply.

12/14/14

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

specials, union or insurance plans. 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale.

Accepting Most Insurance Plans
Including Blue Cross, Blue Shield,  Blue View & 

 Most Eyemed Insurance. WE ARE A GVS PROVIDER.

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530  - 730  - 430

OF BAYSIDE

www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

Pay for One Eye Exam
& Get up to 3 Exams Free!

Limited Time Only!
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for improving  
Van Alst Playground:
PS 171 - Peter G. Van Alst
14-14 29 Ave., Long Island City, NY
December 3, 2014
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

The Community Parks Initiative is  
investing in neighborhood parks that  
need it most. NYC Parks will rebuild  
parks, upgrade playgrounds, improve  
green spaces and more. To learn more  
or get involved, email Nichole Henderson-
Roy at nichole.henderson@parks.nyc.gov 
or call 718.520.5913.

www.nyc.gov/parks
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President Obama’s bold move to break the 
logjam in Washington over immigration re-
verberated across Queens, where nearly half 
the population is foreign-born.

His executive order to protect the undocu-
mented parents of American citizens by defer-
ring their deportation and giving them the 
right to work was felt in every corner of the 
nation’s most ethnically diverse county.

About four million people will be eligible 
for the new program, while another million 
will have greater protection against deporta-
tion. We don’t know how many in Queens will 
be covered by Obama’s reform package, but a 
more accurate accounting of who lives here 
will give the city a better handle on school 
crowding, illegal conversions and emergency 
services.

It should also paint a truer population pic-
ture of Queens and the entire state in the next 
Census, which could lead to more congressio-
nal seats in the future.

Even before Obama acted, New York City 
had stopped police from routinely referring 
undocumented immigrants arrested for mi-
nor infractions, such as parking tickets, to the 
federal government to be detained for long pe-
riods and then deported. Under the new plan, 
only high-priority suspects will be targeted, 
which presents a danger, of course.

The president’s order is far from perfect, but 
it’s a long overdue step in the right direction. 
Queens is filled with stories about families 
broken apart by deportation, people working 
in the shadows with no benefits just an illness 
away from losing their livelihood and families 
living six to a room in windowless basements.

What must not be overlooked, however, is 
the long list of people who are here legally but 
waiting for their green cards, family members 
ready to emigrate after filing applications 
years ago and the partners of foreign-born 
professionals assigned to under-served areas 
who cannot work. Striking a fair balance is 
imperative.

The Republicans will battle Obama on his 
humanitarian move, but the gates have finally 
opened to people in Queens who have worked 
here for years and deserve a real crack at the 
American dream.

DELIVERING DREAMS

I am a resident of Hartland 
Avenue where PS 188 is located. 
I have been looking for some help 
with the dismissal time problems 
we residents of the block have 
been experiencing.

The parents who are pick-
ing up their children have been 
parking across our driveways 
and leaving their cars. As a re-
sult, when we come home during 
this time, we either have to drive 
around the block until the par-
ent returns to his or her car and 
vacates our driveway entrance 
or we are forced to double park, 
blocking the flow of traffic. Some 
parents are even pulling up into 
our driveways (which is private 
property) and leaving their cars 
there while they walk up to the 
school to pick up their children.

I have contacted the principal, 
but she will not help. I know of 

several other principals of public 
schools in the neighborhoods who 
are out there preventing parents 
from parking in residents’ drive-
ways, but the principal of PS 188 
refuses to do that.

I have contacted the police, 
but their answer is that they don’t 
have enough cars. A small mobile 
unit could give out enough tickets 
between parents double parked 
and leaving unattended vehicles, 
to blocked driveways, to parking 
in front of fire hydrants, to meet 
the precinct’s ticket quota for a 
month.

I have contacted the Civic As-
sociation and they have helped 
but once the requests from the 
association to the school get old, 
the problem resumes.

I have contacted Mr. Weprin, 
but unless this problem is moni-
tored on a regular basis it will 

never ever improve.
I have been told that I must 

take care of this on my own. Re-
ally? Should I park in front of my 
blocked driveway and refuse to 
move? Should I barrel my way 
out of my driveway so I can get to 
work on time?

What is a reasonable solution? 
The ones who can actually do 
something about it, won’t.

I invite you to come to Hart-
land Avenue at 2:30 p.m., to actu-
ally witness what goes on.

The blatant disregard that 
some of these parents have for 
property that belongs to someone 
else is appalling. They are rude 
and curse prolifically when con-
fronted about the illegal park-
ing.

Liz Grasso
Bayside

Beware of gridlock at PS 188
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The monster snowstorm in 
Buffalo last week was down-
right scary. But storms like 
this are exactly the sort of 
extreme weather that climate 
scientists predict will become 
more frequent in New York 
unless we rein in the carbon 
pollution fueling global warm-
ing.

We know what we have 
to do: limit carbon from the 
largest sources — our power 
plants — and shift to clean 
energy like wind, solar, and 
energy efficiency. And that’s 
just what the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency would 
do under the newly proposed 
Clean Power Plan.

But instead of letting EPA 

do its job, polluters’ allies in 
Congress are actually threat-
ening to shut down the gov-
ernment instead of cutting 
carbon from power plants.

It’s time for New Yorkers, 
along with our leaders like 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, to do ev-
erything they can to support 
EPA’s action.

Gov. Cuomo has stuck up 
for our health by investing 
significantly in renewable 
energy. Now it’s time for him 
to come up with a strong plan 
that uses wind and solar en-
ergy to beat the Clean Power 
Plan targets.

Heather Leibowitz
Director of Environment NY

Major snow may be norm 
in our warming world

READERS WRITE

The story about the man 
who hung 25 dead cats from 
trees is just appalling.

What would possess a per-
son to commit such heinous 
acts of violence against inno-
cent animals? This man needs 
to be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent that the law will allow 
for committing such a hor-
rible crime.

There is no respect for 
animals anymore. There is no 
reason for what this sick and 
demented individual did to 
those poor, innocent cats.

Animals, like people, have 
a right to live their lives with-
out being harmed. What is 
happening to our society?

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

On Nov. 4, Americans 
rejected President Barack 
Obama and his progressive 
agenda and elected a major-
ity of Republicans to Congress 
as well as many state govern-
ments.

The Democrats lost be-
cause the voters rejected their 
redistributionist liberal poli-
cies, but they claim it was sim-
ply because the voters were 
not sufficiently informed of 
the awesome utopia that is 
planned for them.

The Republicans, on the 
other hand, campaigned with 
nothing more than a tepid an-
tipathy to Obamacare and no 
clear discernible mission or 
agenda. They think the voters 
elected them to simply avoid 
gridlock, to compromise, to 
reach across the aisle and ac-
commodate the opposition as 

Republicans are wont to do.
The sad reality is that the 

Republican Party of today 
is not the party that was em-
braced by President Ronald 
Reagan. It rarely speaks of 
the virtues of self-reliance, 
creativity and achievements 
of man, enabled and empow-
ered by the Constitution, but 
echoes the grumbling and 
grousing of those whose life 
styles are supported by our 
unselfish generosity.

Social programs have 
become entitlements and at-
tempts to curtail them pro-
voke accusations of bigotry 
and racism.

The priorities of our repre-
sentatives are not in sync with 
those of most Americans.

The growing unsustainable 
debt, unemployment, a flawed 
Affordable Care Act, terror-

ist threats and beheadings, 
racial tensions, uncontrolled 
borders are some of the issues 
that affect my life and pursuit 
of happiness.

Our representatives have 
exhibited neither concern nor 
outrage at the revelations by 
Jonathan Gruber of the great 
con called Obamacare, the 
intimidation of citizens by 
the IRS, the porous border, 
the abuse of our veterans by 
the VA, unexamined and un-
controlled spending, the egre-
gious unconstitutional abuse 
of Executive Orders by the 
president.

There is no doubt that all 
we’ve done is just rearranged 
the chairs on the deck of the 
Titanic.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

I had gotten a phone call a 
while back from an old friend 
from my old neighborhood in 
Queens Village. His name is 
Henry and he is over 90 now 
and still hanging in there as 
last I heard.

It was good to reminisce 
about old times and how the old 
neighborhood has changed and 
how some things have remained 
the same. He told me his wife 
Teresa had passed away before 
Christmas a few years back but 
he still attends St. Joachin and 
Anne parish in Queens Village. 
He tells me some of the priests 
retired or have moved on but 
the message is the same, “Love 

one another.”
As I had hung up the phone, 

it occurred to me what a good 
neighbor Henry was to me and 
my family and how he put a 
proper focus in my life. Back in 
1963, my mother died and I was 
14 years old and living with my 
father, who was 72 years old and 
said he had to remain strong for 
me. We didn’t have family close 
by and we were really hurting. 
My father had friends and dis-
tant relatives who said, “if you 
need anything be free to call.”

But Henry was different, he 
actually came over to help. He 
got my father to write a list of 
what he needed from the gro-

cery store because we didn’t 
have a car and he had troubling 
walking and I was in school. 
He told us he traveled to vari-
ous stores to get the very best 
prices. Henry told me that I 
had an increase in responsibili-
ties because my father would 
need a lot of help. He showed 
me how to clean the house and 
how to do simple repairs. Now, 
he wouldn’t do the work and I 
would have to do it myself and 
he would be back to inspect my 
work.

I think he imbued in me a 
deep sense of responsibility 
that has stayed with me my en-
tire life. So much so, later in 

life I had dedicated myself to 
serving the community and 
St. Anastasia parish in Doug-
laston and today I have worked 
for Northeast Plumbing in Mi-
neola for 35 years and I am also 
Grand Knight of St. Anastasia 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#5911.

I guess my gripe is that to-
day how many of us see a neigh-
bor hurting and just offer sym-
pathy and lip service and don’t 
go the extra mile. Some may 
say they don’t have the time to 
help others because they have 
their own families who need 
them as well.

Well, Henry found the time 
and he had a full-time job and 
four children to be concerned 
with. I think we all should try 
to help our neighbors in need 
and do our best even though we 
may be going out of our way to 
do so.

Now, to my old neighbor 
Henry who as a teenager I 
would respectfully call, “Mr. 
Herte,” let me say thanks for 
being such a good neighbor, 
mentor and a friend for you are 
truly very special indeed.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Find some time to help your neighbors

Election Day brings little changeAnimals owed respect 
just like human beings
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O
ur democratic system 
of government has al-
ways, since its found-
ing, featured American 

citizens voting at the local lev-
el for candidates to represent 
them for town, city and state 
government.

The entire state votes as 
one unit for U.S. president, 
vice president, the U.S. Sen-
ate and governor. We have just 
seen a portion of our states 
voting on Nov. 4 for the Senate 
and governorships.

In federal elections, only 
U.S. congressional seats are 
broken down according to dis-

tricts. All 50 states have state 
and local Boards of Elections 
to supervise voting proce-
dures.

Up to the 1930’s and 1940’s, 
most states used paper ballots 
for elections. That being the 
case, it was believed there was 
a significant amount of fraud 
in the process such as voting 
more than once at several lo-
cations and people voting un-
der different names.

Once voting machines 
came into being, it was at first 
believed by some political 
observers that total honesty 
would be restored to our vot-
ing system with paper ballots 
gone. Our voting procedures 
would be improved for future 
elections. However, in due 
time fraudulent means came 
into the system.

Paper ballots came back 
from the standpoint of absen-
tee ballots cast through the 

mail by people who did not go 
to the polls and vote on Elec-
tion Day. This system raises 
the possibility that someone 
other than the person desig-
nated to sign the ballot, signed 
and sent in the vote. In recent 
years, absentee paper ballots 
have increased enormously.

There have been calls for 
online voting. If such a sys-
tem came into being, it would 
bring into question constant 
challenges to voting results.

Some states have started 
early voting, weeks before 
the fall scheduled election. 
Some voters who vote early 
may want to change their vote 
by the time of the regularly 
scheduled election.

To ensure the maximum 
check on the system, elections 
should all be held on the same 
day. The Boards of Elections 
should encourage citizens to 
go to the polls and vote rather 

than send in paper absentee 
ballots.

In the State of Israel when 
they have national elections, 
no absentee ballots are al-
lowed. All citizens who vote 
must go to the voting sites to 
cast their votes. Elections in 
Israel are usually over by the 
evening hours. There is no 
waiting for absentee ballots to 
be counted in close elections.

With the constant increase 
in paper ballots, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to moni-
tor the results in a reasonable 
amount of time.

It is not helpful to the 
American voting system for 
the election results in some 
elections, especially state-
wide races, to be known weeks 
and sometimes months after 
the election was held.

In Great Britain elections 
results are usually known 
within hours after the polls 

are closed. It would be ben-
eficial to our voting system to 
move in that direction.

In recent years there have 
been efforts to allow non-citi-
zens who are legal residents of 
the United States, to vote in lo-
cal citywide elections.

This type of voting will 
challenge the very concept of 
what is an American citizen. 
If a non-citizen can vote, then 
they may be eligible for other 
citizen benefits as well.

This concept brings into be-
ing the question as to who is a 
U.S. citizen. Possibly it should 
be more carefully defined in 
our federal Constitution.

Voting is the right of a U.S. 
citizen only. That has always 
been the case.

We are a nation of citizens 
and voting is one of our most 
important rights. Hopefully, 
that will continue.

COLUMNS

Time to fi x our country’s voting system

W
e have heard many 
elected leaders la-
ment that our country 
— and our wonder-

fully diverse city — has lost its 
middle class in recent years. 
Bringing it back seems to be 
the rallying cry that everyone 
agrees is important.

It seems to me that the term 
“middle class” has a pretty 
wide range, and that most 
people in our city probably 
fall into this category. If you 
buy the terminology of “Oc-
cupy Wall Street,” then soci-
ety breaks down between the 
1 percent and the remaining 
99 percent. That means there 
is an “ultra upper class” and 
then there is “the rest of us.” 
Instead of a three-tiered look 
at society, this way breaks it 
down to just two tiers, “the 
haves” and the “have less.”

It seems that our govern-
ment has in the past decade 
leaned in favor of “the haves” 
and that is why there is a per-
ception of a shrinking “middle 
class.” Income inequality has 
widened, with CEOs and fi-
nancial industry leaders mak-
ing an ever-growing piece of 
the national pie. Tech indus-
try start-ups have lavished 
gobs of money on enterprising 
entrepreneurs and so every-
one under 30 these days seems 
to be working on developing a 
new app.

But we need to keep sight of 
the fact that there are three im-
portant things in society that 
are making it very difficult for 
working-class people to make 
ends meet. In many urban 
centers like New York, people 
spend more than 35 percent of 
their net income on housing. 
Even with Obamacare trying 
to bring down costs, health 
care coverage costs continue 
to spiral upward. And perhaps 
the most egregious problem 
stressing not just middle class 
parents, but also their chil-
dren, is the outlandish cost of 

higher education.
Housing, health care, and 

education are the pillars of 
our society, and they shouldn’t 
be so expensive that working 
families feel that they will 
drown in debt in order to at-
tain them.

Now, with the holiday sea-
son approaching, it is a good 
time for us all to take stock of 
our station in life and to count 
our blessings, even if we are 
not one of the one percent or 
one of “the haves.” If you are 
relatively healthy, and those 
in your family and circle of 
friends are healthy, then you 
are very lucky. If you have a 
roof overhead and food on the 
table, then you should consid-
er yourself lucky. If you have 
a job that you look forward to 
each day and work with people 
who you trust and respect, 
then you are also very lucky.

If you have someone in your 
life who you can talk to about 
your triumphs and defeats 
and who loves you through all 
life’s ups and downs, then you 
are extra lucky. If you feel that 
your children and the next 

generation can benefit from 
your hard work to make a 
world better than the one you 
were born into, then you have 
an important purpose in life.

If those things mentioned 
here mean more to you than 
material wealth, then you are 
part of life’s “upper class.” You 
have figured out what matters 
in life and you have your pri-
orities straight.

Being “middle class” is 
still certainly something 
many of us should aspire to, 
but it’s more than just about 
your income and material 
wealth. Being “middle class” 
should mean that you are 
content with your lot in life 
and that you are contributing 
to the betterment of society. 
Being “middle class” could 
mean that you recognize that 
life is not a “zero sum” game 
and that you can make things 
better for those around you in 
many ways that have nothing 
to do with money or posses-
sions.

It seems to me that “middle 
class values” are probably 
something that we should all 

strive for: from the poor to 
the .001 percent. These values 
are that an honest day’s work 
should be rewarded with an 
honest day’s pay. That you can 
provide for yourself and your 
family, while making sure 
that those you work with can 
do the same. “Middle class 
values” can mean that you 
are content with yourself and 
with your life, so that you 
have enough time and energy 
to make life better for your 
family, your friends and your 
colleagues.

So, I think we should res-
urrect “middle class values” 
as an aspiration in society. It 
seems very 1950s, but wasn’t 
that a more innocent period in 
America, when we felt that we 
can all do better and that the 
deck wasn’t stacked in favor of 
the few over the many?

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

Bringing back the middle class to America

William
Lewis

n

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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Th e Bay Terrace Shopping Center 
Th e Place For 
Your Offi  ce

Tour With over 65 premier stores, including Gap, Victoria’s Secret, Carters 
and Yankee Candle, The Bay Terrace Shopping Center is Queens’
“Must Stop” Shop!

Immediate Occupancy, 
Ample Parking 

Call Now 718-947-7110 ask for Patricia

Cord Meyer Development Company

Committed 
To Excellence

Since 1904
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Metro Creative Connection
Many people are quick to assume 

they will be immune to lung cancer 
if they simply avoid smoking tobacco, 
but the disease is much more complex 
than that, and understanding it could 
mean the difference between life and 
death.

What causes lung cancer? 
While the National Cancer Institute 

reports that smoking is the leading 
cause of lung cancer, that doesn’t 
mean nonsmokers — or those who 
quit smoking — still aren’t at risk. 

Secondhand smoke has long been 
known to be very harmful, and no one, 
not even children, is immune to its 
effects. The American Cancer Society 
notes that, in the U.S. alone, roughly 
3,000 nonsmoking adults will suc-
cumb to lung cancer each year because 
of secondhand smoke. Choosing not 
to smoke is a good decision, but being 
around smokers and breathing in their 
smoke could prove just as deadly as 
smoking. The less a person is exposed 
to tobacco smoke, the lower his risk for 
lung cancer.

Another risk factor for lung cancer 
is radon, a radioactive gas that can-
not be seen, smelled, or tasted. Radon 
forms in soil and rocks, and people 
who work in mines could be exposed. 
Radon can also be found in homes 
when it pushes its way through cracks 
in floors or gaps around service pipes 
or in suspended floors. Testing a home 
for radon is inexpensive and won’t take 
much time.

Older people are more likely to be 
diagnosed with lung cancer, as are 
those with a family history of lung 
cancer.

Are there symptoms? 
Lung cancer is perhaps so deadly 

because it does not often have many 
symptoms in its early stages. Most will 
wait until the cancer begins to grow 
before they make their presence felt.

As the cancer grows, the following 
symptoms might appear:

• A cough that continues to worsen 
or won’t go away

• Constant chest pain
• Coughing up blood
• A voice that grows hoarse
• Frequent infections of the lungs, 

including pneumonia
• Constant feelings of fatigue
• Unexplained weight loss
Each of these symptoms can occur 

even if a person does not have lung 
cancer. However, those who experience 
any of the above symptoms should 
consult their physicians immediately.

How is it diagnosed? 
In many cases, individuals will 

experience one of the aforementioned 
symptoms of lung cancer and then 
visit their doctors. Such a visit should 
be made immediately, and patients 
should expect certain tests to be per-
formed upon visiting their doctor. In 
addition to ordering some blood work, 
a doctor will likely perform a physi-
cal exam to check for general signs of 
health and listen to breathing. During 
the physical, the doctor is likely to 
check for swollen lymph nodes, fluid in 
the lungs, and a swollen liver.

A doctor will also order X-ray pic-
tures of the chest to detect if there 
are any tumors or an abnormal fluid 
buildup. A CT scan, which takes pic-
tures of the tissue inside the chest, will 
likely be taken as well. These pictures 
can show if there is a tumor, abnormal 
fluid or swollen lymph nodes.

When determining if a patient has 
lung cancer, a doctor will also enlist 
the help of a pathologist to study cell 
or tissue samples. These cells or tis-
sues can be collected in a number of 
ways, and a doctor might order more 
than one test.

Bronchoscopy: A thin, lighted tube 
is inserted through the nose or mouth 
into the lung, allowing a close exam 
of the lungs and the air passages that 
lead to them. A cell sample can be 
taken with a needle, brush or other 
tool.

Sputum cytology: Sputum, or thick 
fluid, is coughed up from the lungs 
and then checked for cancer cells.

More information about lung can-
cer is available from the National Can-
cer Institute at www.cancer.gov. 

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.
But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 

Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a 

full-time job. The Visiting Nurse Service of New York 

(VNSNY) can help. We have skilled staff trained in 

managing specific conditions such as heart disease, 

diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our staff 

also live in the communities they serve, so they can 

deliver care quickly and are familiar with local 

pharmacies and medical centers. When you realize it’s 

time to get help taking care of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is 

the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT HOME HEALTH 
CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • www.vnsny.org

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Choosing not to smoke is a good decision, 
but being around smokers and breathing in 
their smoke could prove just as deadly as 
smoking. 

Lung cancer deadliest 
of all cancers

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“Now I can be there for 
my sick dad, and my job 
will still be there for me.”

NYC’s Paid Sick Leave Law applies to most employees. Contact 311 or visit 

nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information or to file a complaint about an employer.

If you work in NYC for more than 80 hours a year, you can:

• Earn up to 40 hours of sick leave each year to care for 

yourself or a family member.

• Start using earned leave as of July 30, 2014.

@NYCDCA
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A bill boosting all veterans’ access 
to civil service job credits has a fight-
ing chance, if state legislators vote to 
override the governor’s veto during 
special session, Queens officials said.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), chairman of the Veter-
ans Committee, City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) and the commit-
tee’s three other members urged state 
Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos 
(R-Long Island) and Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan) to put 
the measure back into the Legislature’s 
chambers in the event of a special ses-
sion. In a memo attached to copies of 
the Nov. 20 letter sent to Skelos and 
Sheldon, Ulrich contended that Cold 

War era veterans and women tradi-
tionally barred from combat roles are 
unfairly penalized by the current sys-
tem. Only those who served and were 
honorably discharged during specific 
conflicts are now eligible for the pen-
sion credits.

“All military service is public ser-
vice and it should be acknowledged as 
exactly that,” Ulrich said in a state-
ment. “Those who have served our 
country honorably, regardless of time 
or era, should be entitled to the same 
benefits. The state Legislature has al-
ready voted to approve this bill by an 
overwhelming margin. They should 
affirm their support for our vets by 
overriding the governor’s veto.”

Sen. Will Larkin (R-New Windsor) 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) announced Monday he introduced 
legislation that would forgive debts in-
curred by Hurricane Sandy survivors 
who the federal government mistaken-
ly overcompensated and then sought to 
recoup the extra money from them.

Meeks said thousands received 
more from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency than they were 
entitled to, and two years after the 
October 2012 disaster, they are in no 
financial position to pay it back.

“More than two years after Sandy, 
victims who received FEMA assis-
tance are now being asked to relive 
the emotional and financial distress 
as FEMA takes action to collect acci-
dental overpayments. These overpay-
ments occurred through no fault of the 
recipients and are a result of the over-
whelming size and scope of FEMA’s 
response,” Meeks said in a statement. 
“It is my hope that Congress will take 
swift action to fix this problem.”

Meeks said some overpayments 
amounted to no more than $1,000 and 
went to senior citizens in the Belle 
Harbor Manor assisted-living facility 
in the Rockaways.

“For these seniors, many of whom 
live on a fixed income, as well as the 
tens of thousands of other recipients 
of overpayments, the debt-collection 
process potentially includes attaching 
one’s Social Security benefits, reduc-
ing their credit scores, and lengthy 
and costly litigation,” he said in a state-
ment.

FEMA said it does not comment on 
legislation, but was striving to work 
with those who owe the agency money.

“Federal law requires FEMA and 
other federal agencies to recover im-
proper payments,” FEMA said in a 
statement. “FEMA remains committed 
to working with applicants and ensur-
ing they have an understanding of the 
options available to resolve their debt, 
which include making a payment, fil-
ing an appeal, requesting a compro-
mise based on inability to pay and es-
tablishing a payment plan.”

FEMA said 2 percent of Sandy 
survivors who received financial as-
sistance were later sent recoupment 
notices because they got money they 
were not entitled to through fraud, hu-
man error and accounting mistakes. 
The agency estimated the collective 
$23 million debt incurred represents 
about 2 percent of money dispensed in 
the wake of the hurricane.

U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), 

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks plans to in-
troduce legislation that would for-
give FEMA debts incurred when the 
agency overpaid Sandy victims.  

Queens pols push vet bill vote
as Albany considers convening

FEMA ought to nix debts
caused by its error: MeeksGREAT RATES.

NO WORRIES.
THE WORRY-FREE VISA® 

CARD FROM MCU!

Apply today at nymcu.org!

  REGULAR RATES FROM 
8.90% TO 13.15% APR* 

  No penalty rate increases 
 for late payment

  No Annual Fees

  No Balance Transfer Fees

6 Month Introductory Rates

3.9%*
TO 5.9%*

APR APR

The Card to use this Holiday Season!

98
1916-2014

*  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Introductory APR for new cardholders on new 
purchases and balance transfer is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 
5.90% for Classic for the fi rst 6 months that your account is open. After the 
introductory period expires, currently 8.90% or 10.15% (Platinum), 11.65% 
(Gold), and 13.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness–these post-
introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or 
MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA 
cards is a fi xed 17.90%. Cash Advance Fee for Platinum and Gold VISA 
Cards is 3% of the amount advanced but not less than $2.00 or more than 
$30.00 and is 3% of the amount advanced but not less than $1.00 or more 
than $30.00 for Classic. If interest is charged the minimum periodic interest 
charge is $0.50. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction 
in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Continued on Page 55

Continued on Page 55
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Visit us on the web at www.plattduetschehome.com

Plattduetsche 
RETIREMENT HOME

A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND WELL TAKEN CARE OF

FEATURING
Private Apartments with Balcony 

Personal Care Assistance

“The Best Kept Home 
on Long Island”

FLEXIBLE

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 

1:30PM TO 4:00PM
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The city dedicated a Maspeth Sani-
tation Garage in Steven Frosch’s honor 
last week, paying tribute to a sanita-
tion veteran who died on the job this 
summer.

Frosch spent 15 years at the city 
Department of Sanitation and was be-
loved by co-workers in Queens West 5A 
Garage, according to a dedication cer-
emony program.

On June 21, Frosch was struck and 
pinned by a mechanical broom while 
on duty. He died of his injuries at the 
scene, the program said.

Last week, the city Department of 
Sanitation formally named the garage, 

located at 58-02 48 St., Steven Frosch 
Garage.

Community Board 5 voted to co-
name 67th Drive between 78th and 79th 
streets on behalf of the Middle Village 
resident.

City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) said she submit-
ted a request to call the stretch Steven 
Frosch Way and received hundreds of 
signatures and letters of support from 
colleagues, friends, the Sanitation 
commissioner, Uniformed Sanitation-
men’s Association president and other 
people.

— Sarina Trangle

Borough elected officials eked out a 
win against the Queens Young Demo-
crats at a basketball game hosted last 
weekend to benefit a Rego Park food 
pantry.

The Queens Young Democrats, a 
youth arm of the Queens Democratic 
Party comprised of 16- to 36-year-olds 
who seek to encourage more political 
participation, hosted the 27-25 show-
down at Resurrection Ascension 
Church.

More than $1,200 was raised for the 
church’s food pantry, according to An-
gel Vazquez, the group’s diversity and 
outreach director.

“I am proud that we were able to 
really benefit the Resurrection Ascen-

sion Church Food Pantry with over 
$1,200, which will go a long way in 
helping families this holiday season,” 
Vazquez said in a press release. “Play-
ing basketball and engaging in a little 
healthy competition with the elected 
officials exposed our members to an-
other side of politics — the more light-
hearted side. I thank the church for 
hosting us, and I thank everyone who 
attended for this good cause.”

The elected official team included 
City Council members Costa Constan-
tinides, Elizabeth Crowley and Mark 
Weprin; state Assemblymen Michael 
DenDekker, Ron Kim and Jeff Aubry; 
and state Sen. Jose Peralta.

— Sarina Trangle

A Brooklyn non-profit said it has de-
cided against using a former convent at 
Our Lady of Miraculous Medal church 
in Ridgewood for a 24-bed shelter.

Providence House, a Brooklyn-
based charitable organization, said it 
explored the possibility of converting 
the convent into a 24-bed transitional 
shelter for single women, but decided 
not to move forward for undisclosed 
reasons.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Brooklyn, which oversees parishes 
in Brooklyn and Queens, declined to 
comment on the future of the 62-81 60th 
Place property.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) and City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glendale), who 
represent the surrounding area, said 
the city Department of Homeless Ser-
vices was not clear about whether it 
was eyeing the Ridgewood location 
during an earlier meeting.

Crowds watch the city dedicate a Maspeth Sanitation Garage to Steven Frosch. 
Photo Courtesy of the Department of Sanitation

Nonprofi t nixes Ridgewood shelter

Young Dems host game

Sanitation garage 
renamed for Frosch

JOIN & ROLL YOUR 
WAY TO FREE PLAY!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport. 
Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

WIN UP TO $100 FREE PLAY.

Now – December 31, 2014

PLUS  EARN & GET 

$10 Dining Voucher on sign-up day.
New members only. See Genting Rewards for rules and details.
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Accolades for Excellence, Real-World Experience for Students

With more than 525 pharmacy-related career options available,  
pharmacy education should be anything but generic. At LIU Pharmacy,  
a top-ranked pharmacy school, faculty and students conduct industry-
supported research in state-of-the-art facilities. And with top clinical  
���������	
��LIU Pharmacy students are prepared for careers in both  
academia and the private sector.

For more information, visit 
liu.edu/pharmacy

AT THE HEART OF 
HEALTHCARE

LIU Pharmacy graduate degrees:

���������

�������	�������������
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Christmas Season Events
at CK CAMPUS

Tuesday, December 16th
8:30am–2:00pm

Annual Christmas
Blood Drive

Walk-ins welcome
Give the best gift of all–Life!

One pint of blood can 
save three people.

Saturday, December 6th
2:00pm & 8:00pm

Sunday, December 7th
2:00pm

“A Night at the Movies”
A Live Musical
A performance by the

CK Musical Theatre Group

Saturday, December 6th
8:30am–1:30pm

CK Kids 2nd Annual 
Christmas Party

Let us help you with your 
Christmas To Do List
While you prepare for 

Christmas your children can 
enjoy some Christmas fun!

Friday, December 5th
6:00pm–8:00pm

Annual Christmas
Tree Lighting

Bring your camera and 
take a picture with Santa 
Hot chocolate and cookies

Bouncy houses indoors
Sing along with CK Chorus

SHOOTING STARS
The United Black Men of Queens Foundation, Inc., hosted its 39th annual Mentoring 
and Scholarship Awards Benefit at the Jamaica Performing Arts Center Nov. 14. 
More than a dozen people were honored for community service and for academics. 
(Clockwise from l.) Members of The United Black Men of Queens Foundation, Inc., 
are seen with all the honorees from the awards benefit; Acapella Soul provided en-
tertainment during the benefit; and Bishop Charles L. Norris, Sr., delivers the invo-
cation. Photos by Nat Valentine



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 28.–DEC. 4, 2014 23  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 
weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limita-
tions apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE

718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK



Focus COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

COLLABORATION OF CULTURES
Cultural Collaborative Jamaica celebrated another year of cul-
ture, economic development and musical talent from southeast 
Queens at its Seeds of Change Awards, Nov. 1. Community lead-
ers, artists, musicians, and business owners helped celebrate the 
accomplishments of notables from Queens. Denise Richardson, 
director of communications for The Salvation Army and a former 
“Good Morning America” correspondent, served as the mistress 
of ceremonies. (Clockwise from l.) Debra Inwald (r.), architect for 
Works in Progress, receives the Economic Development award 
from Tyra Emerson, executive director of Cultural Collaborative 
Jamaica; remarks are given during the award ceremony; 
Ventriloquist, magician, and illusionist Wayne Garland performs 
for the crowd; Reeza Gibbons (l.), branch leader, Citbank, received 
the Community Service award and Bulbul Hashan (middle) ac-
cepts the Cultural Ambassador award from Tyra Emerson (r.) for 
Bishwo Shahitto Kendro; and Bobbi Humphrey (l.) receives the the 
Musical Icon award from Tyra Emerson. Cultural Collaborative 
Jamaica will be passing out gifts and hot chocolate to children as 
part of the Holidays on the Avenue event scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec. 13.  Photos by Samuel Lee
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

An Ozone Park man was 
arrested after surveillance al-
legedly led police to more than 
1,300 oxycodone and valium 
pills in his car, basement safe, 
kitchen cabinet and dresser 
and $811 in his possession, 
prosecutors said.

Queens district attorney 
Richard Brown said George 
Kurz, 36, was cuffed last week 
and charged with illegally 
possessing 1,385 prescription 
drugs as part of a long-term 
investigation.

“The drugs which the de-
fendant is alleged to have traf-
ficked in each have a street 
value of $20 to $25 a pill and 
are popular with club patrons 
despite the fact that they pose 
serious health risks,” Brown 
said in a statement. “Drugs 
such as oxycodone are ex-
tremely potent and have a 
high potential for abuse and 
death. Shutting down sources 
such as alleged in this case 

will save lives.”
It was not immediately 

clear who was representing 
Kurz.

Kurz was arraigned on 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance charges be-
fore Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Elisa Koenderman last 
week, the DA said.

If convicted, he faces up to 
20 years in prison.

According to the complaint, 
police staked out Kurz’s home 
on Eckford Street near Raleigh 
Street Nov. 20 after a continu-
ing investigation by the Po-
lice Department’s Organized 
Crime Investigations Division 
and the DA’s Rackets Bureau 
heard Kurz allegedly discuss-
ing and arranging the sale of 
narcotics in numerous conver-
sations monitored under an 
eavesdropping warrant.

A detective stopped Kurz as 
he pulled out his car, and he 
allegedly told the detective he 
should remove his wallet from 
a bag on the front seat, the DA 
said.

Besides the wallet, pros-
ecutors contend the detective 
uncovered a pill scrapper, six 
blue oxycodone pills stamped 
“215” and two bottles — one 
containing 103 blue oxycodone 
pills with “M30” on them and 
the other 14 green oxycodone 
pills marked “80.”

Authorities then used a 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

An Arverne man was ar-
rested and charged in the 
assault of his ex-girlfriend’s 
child, which left the infant 
with a severe skull fracture 
and hemorrhages, the DA 
said.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said Bishme 
Allah, 30, was allegedly 
babysitting his former girl-
friend Jazmyn Reyes’ son, 
Jassier Reyes-Meyers, Nov. 
10 in his Arverne home while 
she ran errands for half an 
hour. When Reyes returned, 
prosecutors said Allah told 
her the toddler was asleep 
and the couple allegedly 
smoked marijuana and ate a 
sandwich. She then crawled 
into bed with her 13-month-
old. When Allah joined them 
later and she shifted his body, 
Reyes discovered her son’s 
head was swollen, prosecu-
tors said.

Brown said she demanded 
Allah drive them to Cohen 

Children’s Medical Center in 
New Hyde Park, where doc-
tors diagnosed Jassier with 
a severe skull fracture, sub-
dural hemorrhage, retinal 
hemorrhages and patterned 
contusion and bruising on 
the head and lower abdomen.

“The defendant is ac-
cused of assaulting a defense-
less child with such force 
that it fractured the child’s 
skull and left a pattern of 
injuries on the infant’s head 
and body,” Brown said in a 
statement. “The fragility of 
a small infant cannot be em-
phasized enough.”

Allah’s attorneys could 
not immediately be reached 
for comment.

Prosecutors said medical 
personnel determined the 
Jassier’s injuries were con-
sistent with non-accidental 
inflicted trauma and that the 
nature and pattern of the in-
juries were consistent with 
forceful impact.

Allah was arrested and 

Queens DA Richard Brown said an 
Ozone Park man had been arrest-
ed and charged with illegally pos-
sessing hundreds of pills.

Arverne man charged 
in infant assault: DA

Ozone Pk. man arrested
with 1,300 pills: Brown

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Customer Services number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 
8 A.M. – 8 P.M. After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros 
idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY 711, para personas con problemas auditivos, 
lunes – sábado, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. Después de las 8 P.M., domingos y días festivos: Servicios de Recepción de Llamada para Asistencia Médica: 1.800.442.2560. 
MetroPlus (HMO, HMO SNP) is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewel. This event will include sales 
presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons 
with special needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M – 8 P.M. H0423_MKT1260v2 File&Use 10242014

The only Medicare plan backed by HHC, the nation’s largest public health system. 

Come to a free seminar!
October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2015. 
Don’t miss out! We’ll answer all your questions.

Harlem Hospital Center Metropolitan Hospital Elmhurst Hospital

506 Malcolm X Boulevard
Manhattan

MLK Building, Room 3101
Tuesday, December 2
11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

1901 First Avenue
Manhattan

1st Floor, Room 1B35
Thursday, December 4
12:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

79-01 Broadway
Queens

1st Floor, Auditorium A122
Thursday, December 4
9:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. 

After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 
1.800.442.2560

metroplusmedicare.org

Continued on Page 61 Continued on Page 61
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Take your holiday lists 
with you and explore Queens’ 
vibrant shopping areas, where 
you can find a potpourri of 
options, good deals and great 
value. 

What’s special about 
Queens? Every neighborhood 
here has its own flavor and 
vibe, so why not shop till you 
drop, eat and play locally, 
while supporting your com-
munity?  

And where else in NYC 
can you and your family and 
friends find the variety of 
merchandise and a bounty 
of international food options 
offered by thousands of lo-
cal merchants and establish-
ments?

If you’re looking for brand 
names and convenience, head 

over to Queens’ malls. With 
so many retailers in one lo-
cation, shopping is easy and 
browsing is fun, and you can 
start crossing off items from 
your holiday gift list, while 
you treat yourself to lunch at 
the food court.

Queens’ nightlife

On Friday and Saturday 
nights, Bayside’s bustling 
main drag, Bell Boulevard, 
comes alive with people din-
ing out or gathering at local 
bars or pubs for drinks. It’s a 
popular singles’ strip.

As the holidays get closer, 
more shoppers are out and 
about, especially on weekends. 
Others just come here for re-
tail therapy.

When you walk down Bell 
Boulevard, you’ll find many 
upscale, trendy shops and the 
occasional mom-and-pop store 

that’s still owned by a local 
family.  Bayside’s restaurants 
cluster along Bell and offer a 
variety of dishes to suit every 

palette. They’re a bit pricey, 
but well worth it. 

There’s more in store on 
Northern and Francis Lewis 

boulevards, the big commer-
cial streets. While there’s a 
thriving Italian community in 
Bayside, Chinese, Greek, and 
Korean families also are call-
ing the area home.  

And many locals bring 
their families and friends to 
Northern Boulevard, which 
is also known for its Korean 
restaurants, while the rest of 
Queens comes to that neigh-
borhood when they get a crav-
ing for Jackson Hole Diner’s 
famous super-sized burgers. 
The iconic eatery is consid-
ered a landmark of sorts here.

For more finds you’ve got 
to check out the nearby Bay 
Terrace Mall, where you can 
relax with a cappuccino or en-
joy some frozen yogurt. Later 
on, see what the major 

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

What brings shoppers to 
Astoria?  

Well, Steinway Street, of 
course. 

The main drag has some-
thing for everyone.  But 
Broadway, Ditmars Boulevard 
and 31st Street draw plenty 
of shoppers, as well, while 
Queens’ hipsters come here 
for the cafés and fun specialty 
markets.

As one shop owner said, 
“It’s really popular here be-
cause it gives people an old-
fashioned shopping experi-
ence.” 

Need a gift or a stylish out-
fit or accent pillows for your 
home?  You can get something 
really different at Astoria 
Market that offers shoppers 
locally made products in one 
popular place, Astoria’s be-
loved Bohemian Hall.  You’ll 
find everything you need for 
holiday gift-giving here, from 
jewelry to handmade soap 
to wonderful crafts to home-
made cookies. 

(The market is open most 
but not all Sundays from noon 
- 5 p. m. in the main hall of Bo-
hemian Hall). 

Astoria resident Isabel 
Stoker believes Steinway 

Street has been attracting 
more young shoppers than 
ever. 

“Shopping here is very af-
fordable compared to many of 
the other areas, like Brook-
lyn,” she said. “I enjoy walk-
ing around and browsing 
in special shops and thrift 
places, like Goodwill. My 
boyfriend hates shopping but 
loves checking out ethnic eat-
eries. We’re both adventurous 
in different ways.”

New York’s shopaholics 
can’t get enough of Astoria’s 
cool indie shops, run by in-
dependent owners who really 
know what sells. And every-
one in Queens knows that this 
neighborhood has the best ar-
tisanal coffee and espresso in 
Queens.

Joaquin Valez said he shops 
Steinway with friends because 
it has “a retro chic quality to 
it, and the prices rock.”

At the all-things-Astoria 
website, We Heart Astoria (we-
heartastoria.com) Liz Nieves 
is an expert when it comes to 
everything her community 
has to offer. 

“Shopping locally in Asto-
ria has always been an amaz-
ing option.  I like to support 
local businesses and one of my 
favorite places to shop is Lock-

wood and Lockwood Style. 
Mackenzi’s style and taste are 
on point and one is sure to find 
a unique gift.”

 Foodies know where to get 
their fix in the heart of 31st Av-
enue’s food scene. Immigrants 
have made Astoria famous for 
its bounty of international of-
ferings.  

“Steinway Street has a lot 
to offer from fashions to jewel-
ry to accessories to everything 
for the home. Over 300 stores 
include some national chains 
and many family-owned busi-
nesses,” said  Marie Torniali, 
executive director of Steinway 
Astoria Partnership. “We en-
courage all to shop locally in 
their neighborhood, where 
they can find it all, along with 
friendly neighborhood service, 
and where many businesses 
are offering deals for the holi-
days.” 

The Steinway Astoria Part-
nership will be hosting Santa 
on Steinway this year at the 
Kids Playhouse (34-17 Stein-
way St.) on Saturdays, Dec. 6, 
and 13, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Free gifts and photos with 
Santa, cookies, cocoa and play 
space also provided.  More 
information on Steinway at 
steinwaystreet.org.  

Matthew Nye hangs an ornament on the Christmas tree during last 
year’s Bayside Hills Holiday Lighting as his sister Emily looks on.

The Citi building looms over downtown Long Island City.

Astoria/LIC offer old-fashioned shopping 

Bayside provides a mix of unique shops and more
Once you hit the stores, Bell and Northern boulevards offer plenty of dining options

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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Have your Holiday Party 
at Bourbon Street

Let our Professional 
Catering Staff plan 

the Perfect Party for 
the Season!

BUY FIVE GIFT CARDS 

OF THE SAME AMOUNT, 

GET ONE FREE!

Come Meet Santa & Mrs. Claus 
& Tell Them Your Wishes 

Kids Eat Free all Day with the Purchase of an Adult Brunch or Dinner

RESERVATION REQUIRED

Brunch with Santa 
at Bourbon Street

Sunday, December 14th from 12-3pm

40-12 Bell Blvd Bayside, NY 11361 • Call to book now: 718-224-2200 • bourbonstreetny.com

All major credit cards accepted.                                                          www.austinsteakandalehouse.com

82-70 Austin Street, Kew Gardens

Give the Gift of Food & Drink!

ALE HOUSE
& TRACKSIDE CAFE

The Holidays Are Coming!
Book Your Party With Us

It’s The Best Holiday Gift Ever!
Purchase Four Gift Certifi cates
Receive the Fifth Free!

Lunch & Dinner
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Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar 
Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & 
Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

718-225-4700

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

10% OFF
DINNER

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

95
 A  B  C

From 
From 

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

95

1 of 3 Choices

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

95

Your Party Catered At 
Our Restaurant

CHOICE A

$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B$15.95 per personAny 3 Choices from AAny 2 Choices from B

Discover the Treasures Within

Fashion 
Boutique

Accessories
and GiftsPippy & Lily

Handmade vintage jewelry  Gold and silver monogram necklaces and bracelets
Parisian soaps and coconut candles  Warm and cozy New England throws

HOME DECOR DESIGN STUDIO
(Located within the boutique)

Custom Window Treatments  Upholstery
Home Improvement  Painting  Kitchens  Bathrooms

COMPLIMENTARY ESTIMATES

161-05 29 Ave., Flushing, NY 11358 

COMPLIMENTARY
GIFT WRAPPING

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Saving money during the 
holiday season and getting 
more for your buck is easy 
when you shop in Queens.

From department and big 
box stores to mom-and-pop 
shops, there’s something for 
every style, palette and bud-
get.

Getting married? Areas 
like downtown Flushing pro-
vide an amazing variety of 
shops that specialize in wed-
dings. The quality and value 
of local goods and services is 
better here than anywhere 
else in the city if you’re look-
ing for beautiful wedding/
bridesmaids dresses, as well 
as cakes, flowers, and cater-
ing.

Check out downtown Flush-
ing for great holiday buys. It’s 
the largest urban center in 
Queens and the second largest 
Chinatown in the city, serv-
ing an ever-growing Chinese 
and Korean population.  Visi-
tors from all over come here 
to shop and sample the street 

food, dim sum, and dumplings, 
and residents will let you know 
where you can find the best 
fish markets and supermar-
kets on Main Street that stock 
Chinese and Asian groceries.  

Teens and the younger 

crowd can’t get enough of the 
yummy bubble tea varieties 
offered in the area and like 
meeting their friends in popu-
lar cafés that are adjacent to 
their favorite Chinese baker-
ies. Here, they’re known for 

their tasty sweet buns filled 
with pork or other meats.

“The area is booming and 
it’s a great time to visit,” said 
Dian Yu, executive director of 
the Flushing BID.  “Downtown 
Flushing is the windows to the 

world and it’s so close to JFK 
and LaGuardia; that helps 
business.”

From chain stores to Chi-
nese herbalists, Main Street 
offers a ton of options and 
is a major retail area. Then 
there’s plenty to choose from 
at the mall. With four floors 
of stores, shoppers can get 
deals on fashionable clothing, 
Asian-themed home furnish-
ings, and Asian-inspired art at 
Queens Crossing Mall. 

Bargains abound at The 
Flushing Mall, a favorite 
with Chinese residents. Many 
stores stock items from East 
Asia; small shops sell Hong 
Kong fashion, jewelry, art, 
toys and more. Plus there is a 
food court.

There’s more shopping ac-
tion to be had just west of Main 
Street on Roosevelt Avenue. 
Residents know where to go for 
household goods, and visitors 
come to Roosevelt for Chinese 
imports, including woks and 
cooking implements at decent 
prices.

At times, Main Street in Flushing can look more like a busy thoroughfare in downtown Bejing.

Explore Eastern treasures in Flushing

Continued on Page 38
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Shop Small Business  
Saturday, November 29th

www.shopsmall.com
Music by Silverteeth 12-4 p.m.

at Venditti Square
Myrtle & St. Nicholas Aves.

MYRTLE AVE
Holiday Savings Every Day of the Week on Myrtle Ave.
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Avenue & Fresh Pond Road)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Sunday, Dec. 14th  12pm–3pm
Myrtle Ave. & 71st Ave. Plaza

(Just off Forest Ave.) 

Many stores 
will be open 

late during the 
holiday season.
Check individual  
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

Santa 
Pictures
Bring Your Own Camera 

Visit our website: www.ridgewood-ny.com

Sunday, Dec. 7th & 14th
Music by Silverteeth 

2:00-4:00 PM
At Venditti Square

(Myrtle & St. Nicholas Aves.)

Sunday, Dec. 7th & 14th
NYC Brass Entourage 

12:00-2:00 PM
Opera on Tappers Caroling 

2:00-4:00 PM
At 71st Ave. Plaza

(Myrtle Ave. just off Forest Ave.)
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Habana Hut
Cigars & Lounge
Open 7 days a week   

12 noon — 1 am

Check out our  
holiday specials and  
our large selection  

of fine cigars  
and accessories!

21409 41st

 

Check us out on FaceBook

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Longtime Forest Hills res-
ident Rhonda Bloom boasts 
her neighborhood has every-
thing any shopper could ever 
need. 

“If I need a gift, I shop on 
Austin Street,” Bloom said. 
“When my friends come in 
from out of town, I take them 
to the shops and we have 
dinner at Cabana, then go to 
Martha’s Bakery for cake. 
The only problem is we have 
to wait on line for 15 minutes 
or more ‘cause it’s always 
packed.”

Bloom, 66, said she raised 
her family here in Forest 
Hills and has witnessed the 
area’s transformation over 
the decades. 

“Even though many small 
businesses closed down due 
to high rents, and some of my  
neighbors’ rents have gone 
sky high, I still feel lucky to 
be living here in my rent sta-
bilized studio,” she said. 

Forest Hills is still charm-
ing and attracts tons of shop-
pers and young families, along 
with gastropub enthusiasts, 

who frequent the four popu-
lar establishments that have 
recently sprouted up.  Austin 
Street also has the area’s first 
hookah lounge that serves up 
a mean falafel and other Med-
iterranean fare, and a new 
buffalo burger joint, as well 
as the super-popular Mexican 
restaurant (Five Burros). 

Over the years, Forest 
Hills has lost a bunch of small 
boutiques and storefronts 
that once gave it more char-
acter. Regardless, the nabe is 
always teeming with people 
who are used to dealing with 
limited parking. 

There are plenty of hair 
salons and nail salons that 
cater to residents and loyal 
patrons, who are willing to 
look for a parking spot just 
so they can spend a couple of 
hours shopping and getting a 
mani pedi.

“Forest Hills and espe-
cially Austin Street is a great 
shopping destination. You 
can walk down the street and 
find outstanding restaurants 
and bars, trendy boutiques, 

In Forest Hills, shoppers will discover stores along Queens Boulevard as well as Austin Street. 

Whatever you seek is in Forest Hills

Continued on Page 40
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Cord Meyer Development LLC
26th  Ave .  &  Be l l  B l vd . ,  Bay s i de  Visit  us at  http ://www.bayterrace . com

COME TO BAY TERRACE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
FREE EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

VISITS WITH SANTA AND HIS ELF
212-73 26th Avenue 

(next to the Post Offi ce on the upper level)
Don’t forget to bring your camera.

Saturday, December 6th ..............10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 7th ................10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, December 13th ............10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 14th ..............10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, December 20th ...........10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 21st ...............10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

HORSE & BUGGY RIDES
Starting and ending in front of the professional 

offi ces on the main level.

Sunday, December 7th ............10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, December 14th ..........10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, December 21st ...........10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

We make smiles happen for the holidays!

Plenty of 
Free Parking The Bay Terrace Shopping Center
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www.baysidevillage.net 
718-423-2434 

info@baysidevillagebid.com 
@baysidebid 

bayside village bid 

2014 Holiday Events 

Sat, Nov 29  - Small Business Saturday 
                              All Day 
Sun, Dec 7     - Winter Festival In Partnership with 
    Council Member Paul Vallone 
                              5 PM - Children’s Holiday Parade 
                              Bell Blvd from 36th to 41st Ave 
      5:30 PM - Holiday Lighting Ceremony 
                              Bayside LIRR Station 41st Ave 

At the same 
location 
19 years

130-07 MERRICK BOULEVARD

Mon.–Sat. 8 am–6:30 pm | Sun. 11 am–4 pm

 Change Oil with Castrol  
 GTX

 Choice of OW-20, 5W-20,  
 5W-30, 10W-30

 Install New Oil Filter
 Lubricate Chasis
 Check Air Filter
 Check Wiper Blades
 Inflate Tires to Proper  

 Pressure

 Check and Fill  
 Transmission

 Check and Fill Power 
 Steering

 Check and Fill Washer  
 Fluid

 Check Differential Fluid  
 (Upon Request)

 Check and Fill Brake Fluid 
 Install Mileage Sticker

COMPLETE OIL CHANGE  
INCLUDES:$3299

+TAX

OIL CHANGE, FILTER, LUBE

$500
Expires 
12/30/14

Coupon

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

There’s something for ev-
erybody here in Queens and 
savvy shoppers know where to 
go to find what they need and 
crave, like great African-in-
spired clothing and furniture 
buys on Jamaica Avenue, or 
superb espresso in Astoria, or 
Asian sweets in Flushing, or a 
great selection of trendy shops 
to choose from at the popular 
Bay Terrace Mall in Bayside.  

As a wave of nostalgia hits 
the city, many young shoppers 
are searching for one of a kind 
artisan and vintage finds for 
the holidays.  Many have been 
flocking to “old school” Queens 
to scout out the borough’s flea 
markets, specialty shops and 
arts and crafts fairs. 

With its brownstone-lined 
streets, Ridgewood has been 
described as quiet and homey. 
At one time, this working-class 
neighborhood had German 
and Italian residents, but now 
it’s home to Polish, as well as 
Latin American immigrants.

Less than 45 minutes from 
Manhattan and almost bor-

dering Williamsburg and its 
hipsters, the main shopping 
areas in one of Queens’ oldest 
neighborhoods are on Myrtle 

Avenue and Fresh Pond Road, 
which are lined with nostalgic 
mom-and-pop stores and very 
few chains. 

Myrtle Avenue’s Business 
Improvement District runs 
from Wyckoff Avenur to Fresh 
Pond Road, where the elevated 

Montauk Branch of the LIRR 
crosses over Myrtle Avenue 
and serves as a border between 
Ridgewood and neighboring 
Glendale.

Locals are familiar with 
the area’s smaller shopping 
strips on Metropolitan Av-
enue, Forest Avenue, and Sen-
eca Avenue. 

“Mall rats” prefer the 
Metro Mall on Metropolitan 
in Middle Village for BJs and 
more chains.

These days, you can still 
enjoy authentic Polish and 
Italian dishes in Ridgewood, 
or buy what you can’t get any-
where else in the city, like 
tasty, home-cooked pork, still 
available at the last remaining 
German Pork Store on Forest 
Avenue.  And some residents 
recommend a special eat-
ery on Fairview Avenue that 
serves up Bosnian beef and 
lamb burgers.

At the retro heart of the 
neighborhood is the Ridge-
wood Market.

One family from Brooklyn 
called it “a very creative mar

The Shops at Atlas Park, located in Glendale, is home to several national retail chains.

Hit malls and unique spots in Ridgewood

Continued on Page 40
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CORNER OF: QUEENS BLVD 
AND HILLSIDE AVE, JAMAICA WWW.LEESTOYOTA.COM

**0% APR Financing up to 36 months on 2015 Rav4. Subject to Tier1+ requires primary lending source approval. See Dealer for details. Prior orders excluded. With this ad only. *24 month leases: $2999
Cash Down + $650 Acquisition Fee + 1st mo pymt. No Sec Dep Req’d. Total Pymts/Residual: Camry $3096/$17,028, Rav4 $3096/$19,411. 10k mi/yr. $.15 thereafter. Tax, tags, reg fees add'l. Dealer doc fee
$75.00 not included in price. This ad is considered a coupon & must be presented at time of purchase, limit one per customer. Offer exp 12/1/14. NYDCA#324655.

TOYOTA
SEE WHAT A GREAT DEAL REALLY IS AT

BLACK FRIDAY SALES EVENT!
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-695-5896

CAMRY
Automatic, LE Model, 4 Cyl, Air Conditioning, Power 
Windows, Power Locks, Bluetooth, ABS, CD Player.

$21,998
$129LEASE

FOR

*PER
MO 
24
MOS

$3778 Due at Signing. Tax, Tags, 
Reg Fees Add’l. No Sec Dep Req’d. 

MSRP $24,020. Stk#32618T. 
Subj to credit approval.

Many others at similar savings!

**

BUY
FOR

Automatic, LE Model, 4 Cyl, Air Conditioning, Power
Windows, Power Locks, Bluetooth, ABS, CD Player.

$23,988
$129LEASE

FOR

*PER
MO 
24
MOS

$3778 Due at Signing. Tax, Tags,
Reg Fees Add’l. No Sec Dep Req’d.

MSRP $26,430. Stk#32757T. 
Subj to credit approval.

Many others at similar savings!

BUY
FOR

CERTIFIED USED TOYOTAS: 800-698-9041

TOWN CAR
SIGNATURE 

LIMTED
8 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 
Loaded. 44k mi. 

Stk#U8880T.

$22,995
BUY FOR

MANY AVAILABLE 

AT THIS PRICE!
MANY AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE!

2011 LINCOLN

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA CE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, CD Player. 55k mi. 
Stk#U8689T.................$10,995
2009 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 70k mi. 
Stk#U8695T.................$11,995
2008 CHEVY IMPALA LT
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 36k mi. 
Stk#U8662T..................$8,995
2008 VOLVO XC90 AWD
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Leather, Full Power 79k mi. 
Stk#U8887T.................$14,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE AWD
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 19k mi. 
Stk#U8528T................$29,995
2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SR5 4X4
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 31k mi. 
Stk#L8786T................$25,995
2011 DODGE CHARGER R/T
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Chrome Wheels. 43k mi. 
Stk#U5656T.................$17,495

2011 TOYOTA RAV4 SPORT 4X4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 22k mi. 
Stk#L8805T................$20,995
2010 TOYOTA MATRIX S
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 31k mi. 
Stk#U8606T.................$14,995
2006 HONDA CRV SE 4X4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Leather, P/W, P/L. 97k mi. 
Stk#U8528T.................$11,995
2005 TOYOTA RAV4 L 4X4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 92k mi. 
Stk#U8811T..................$8,995
2005 SCION TC
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 123k mi. 
Stk#U8049T..................$7,995
2005 TOYOTA PRIUS HYBRID
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 103k mi. 
Stk#U8858T..................$7,995
2004 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LTD 4X4
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 87k mi. 
Stk#U8898T.................$10,995

2013 FIAT 500 POP
4 Cyl, 5 Spd, A/C, P/W, P/L, ONLY 21 MI!
Stk#U8844T.................$12,995
2012 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER 4X4
6 Cyl, 5 Spd, A/C, P/W, P/L. 32k mi. 
Stk#U8860T................$28,995
2011 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 91k mi. 
Stk#U8739T.................$11,995
2009 LEXUS LS460L AWD
8 Cyl, Auto, A/C, LOADED. 71k mi. 
Stk#U8851T................$29,995
2011 TOYOTA COROLLA S
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 27k mi. 
Stk#L8885T.................$13,995
2007 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 71k mi. 
Stk#8874T.................$10,495
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 9k mi. 
Stk#8801T.................$16,995

RAV4 4X4NEW 2015
TOYOTA

NEW 2015
TOYOTA

PEOPLE THINK OUR USED CARS ARE NEW CARS. YOU WILL TOO!
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Dolphin Diner
162-16 Union Turnpike, Fresh Meadow, NY 11366

347-829-8873/ 4
Fax: 347-8298871

Enjoy an Exceptionally Prepared Thanksgiving Dinner

Thanksgiving Special

$24.95 
per person

Includes:

Choice of Entree:

    

Family style Dinner Available
$30.00 

per person 

Appetizer Sample:

Jenny Lee is a Chinese 
American who lives in 
Elmhurst. She said downtown 
Flushing is her favorite area 
to buy the food she grew up 
eating and still cooks: genuine 
Chinese fare, like chicken legs, 
certain vegetables and creamy 
custard. She said she goes ev-
ery Saturday and shops for the 
entire week and cooks dinner 
from scratch every evening af-
ter work, then takes leftovers 
for lunch.

“Flushing is the second 
busiest neighborhood in the 
entire city and more people 
are coming here to enjoy the 
restaurants and retail stores 
than ever,” said state Assem-
bly member Ron Kim. “It’s 
the only place in the entire 
city where one can experience 
the pan-Asian and immigrant 
cultures that contribute to the 
fabric of the American experi-
ence. Underneath the diverse 
cultures, the hardworking en-
trepreneurs in Flushing also 
represent the American values 
that make this country great: 
determination, resiliency, and 
grit. The moment one enters 
Flushing, these traits can be 
felt everywhere.”

Just north of downtown 

Flushing, shoppers will find 
the College Point Shopping 
Center, which boasts popular 
department stores but also at-
tracts shoppers who like big 

box shopping.  When you’re 
done, you can take a relaxing 
break at Starbucks.

The heart of the neighbor-
hood is known for the last Ger-

man restaurant (Five Corners), 
old-fashioned mom-and-pop 
butcher shops and residents 
suggest visitors check out the 
area’s famous Empire Market, 

run by a third-generation Ger-
man-American family. These 
folks have been selling wun-
derbar sausage and German 
foodstuffs since 1920.

Continued from Page 32

Customers wait for their turn to enter the Old Navy store in Flushing’s Sky View Center during last year’s Black Friday.

Flushing



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 28.–DEC. 4, 2014 39  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

SERVING THE ASTORIA COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS

ASTORIA’S WINE AND LIQUOR SUPERSTORE!
Phone ahead and Faxed orders are welcomed.

Free local delivery and curbside pickup on Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs only 10am–5pm.

Wine tastings every Thurs & Fri 4:30pm–7:30pm, Sat 1pm–4pm 
& 4pm–7pm & Sun 12pm–3pm.

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED NEXT TO THE 30TH AVENUE SUBWAY STATION 

30-05 31st Street, Astoria NY 11102 
718-728-2520 | www.grandliquors.com 

HOURS OF OPERATION: MON–SAT 8AM–10PM &  SUN 12PM–6PM

*10% OFF 
any 3 Bottles of Liquor

*Excludes other specials. In-store 
only. Cannot be combined with any 

other offers. Must present this coupon. 
Expires 11/30/14

*15% OFF 
any Case of Wine 

(12 bottles or more 750ml)
*Excludes other specials. In-store 

only. Cannot be combined with any 
other offers. Must present this coupon. 

Expires 11/30/14

Barefoot
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Carlo Rossi
All Varietals
4L 
exp 11/30/2014

Woodbridge
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Mark West
Pino Noir
750ml 
exp 11/30/2014

Yellow Tail
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Mionetto
Prosecco
750ml 
exp 11/30/2014

Frontera
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Santa Margherita
Pinot Grigio
750ml 
exp 11/30/2014

Absolut
Vodka
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Patron
Silver
750ml 
exp 11/30/2014

Jack
Daniels
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Smirnoff
Vodka
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Bacardi Light
or Gold Rum
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Baileys 
Irish Cream
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Johnnie Walker
Red Label
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Grey Goose
Vodka
1L 
exp 11/30/2014

Dewar’s Scotch
Whisky
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING ALL YEAR AND IT’S FINALLY HERE!

Georges Duboeuf 
Beaujolais Nouveau

$999
SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED

Rekorderlig 
Hard Cider 
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

This holiday season there’s some-
thing exciting and new or retro to dis-
cover here in Queens, without break-
ing the bank.  

Shoppers know they can enjoy all 
the borough has to offer by boarding 
the E or J trains and heading to the 
center of New York City’s capital of ur-
ban hip. 

In downtown Jamaica, it’s all about 
energy, authenticity, and style.

Jamaica Center has more than 300 
stores that offer bargains galore and 
reflect a multi-cultural community. 
And it’s fast becoming one of New York 
City’s most vibrant shopping destina-
tions for urban fashions that include 

African-inspired clothing.
The Jamaica Center Business Im-

provement District encompasses the 
area’s primary retail shopping thor-
oughfare, which stretches from Sut-
phin Boulevard to 169th Street and its 
goal is to make sure this business dis-
trict remains a thriving hub.

Shopper Hazel Jackson said she 
supports her fashionista shopping hab-
its by buying stuff at deep discounts for 
herself, her family and her home. She 
teaches her young daughter to do the 
same. 

A former shop owner who lives on 
Long Island said he still comes here oc-
casionally just to see what’s going on.

In downtown Jamaica, shoppers will find national chains, like this Children's Place outlet, 
alongside unique, independent stores.

Latest in urban hip 
is found in Jamaica
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ket” and said, “Before, you 
had to go into Williamsburg 
or the city for what vendors 
sell here.  We hit it up every 
month now for Christmas 
gifts and we love the food se-
lection.”

“I love finding new and 
unusual things,” said one 
woman who shops regu-
larly at the popular market. 
“I think handcrafted items 
make great gifts and I like 
that some neighborhood 
businesses are selling here 
as well.”

Another shopper from 
Manhattan said, “The mar-
ket has a very neighborhoody 
Queens vibe and doesn’t feel 
so much like some of the 
similar craft markets held 
in other boroughs; it’s less-
pretentious.”

Ridgewood’s older neigh-

bor, Glendale, is known for 
the modern Atlas Park mall 
located near Middle Village 
and Forest Hills.  Many fami-
lies bring their kids here to 
the mall  to enjoy the ambi-
ance and grab a bite, while 
searching for good deals. Oth-
ers come here to forage for 
brand name merchandise on 
sale at the higher-end stores. 
Many locals enjoy the mall’s 
frequent events and farmers 
market.

Myrtle Avenue is Glen-
dale’s main street, and resi-
dents agree that its small 
shops, delis, restaurants, and 
businesses are conveniently 
located and that the area pro-
vides a unique shopping ex-
perience for visitors. 

If you have a craving for 
schnitzel, you’ll enjoy a cozy 
German restaurant (Five 
Corners) that has been nes-
tled in the heart of Glendale 
since the close-knit commu-
nity was mostly German.

salons  and upscale chain 
stores. We offer more than the 
mall...we are large enough to 
serve you and small enough 
to know you,” said Leslie 
Brown-Salnave, Forest Hills 
Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent.

Certain established stores, 
like the ever-popular Natural 
Market on Austin is consid-
ered by many residents as 
their go-to store for fresh 
produce, specialty food items,  
and more. It’s always busy, as 
is Forest Hill’s famous Ital-
ian restaurant, Portofino, 
which attracts patrons from 
every borough, who love to 
celebrate the holidays and 
different events there, while 
locals also come in for a slice 
or a pie.  

Forest Hills, once predom-
inantly Jewish, has become 
very diverse. Certain parts 
are home to residents who are 
Russian, Asian, Middle East-
ern and East European. The 
town’s cuisine reflects this 
diversity. Some shoppers said 
they come here for Cuban, Ca-
jun, Japanese, Thai, Italian, 

Indian and Turkish fare.
The area has an abun-

dance of drugstores and 
banks, along with several hip 
chain stores, shoe shops and 
a well-known discount store 
on busy Continental Avenue, 
which is flanked by two sub-
way stations and the LIRR.  It 
seems this part of Forest Hills 
is always teeming with com-
muters, who crowd the smoke 
shop, Starbucks, bagel store 
and fast food places nearby.  
And the famous Midway The-
ater attracts people from dif-
ferent parts of Queens.

During the warmer 
months and in the fall, the ar-
ea’s restaurant row off Austin 
Street, is alive with folks en-
joying outdoor dining or just 
taking in the sun. 

Many young professionals 
and their pooches have made 
Forest Hills their home and it 
seems to be transforming into 
a mini Manhattan.  The area 
has become a family fun and 
shopping spot on weekends 
and to some extent a singles 
hot spot at night. 

A local mom said she dis-
covered that giving books 
from the local Barnes and No-
bles clearance section makes 
her holiday gift-giving sim-
pler and easier on her wallet.

chains have to offer at holi-
day discounts or just splurge 
and don’t look at prices.

How about taking your date 
to the movies or out for a steak 
dinner at the mall to celebrate 

a birthday?  Why not ring in 
the holidays at Outback Steak-
house? 

And each time you visit, 
you’ve got to sample one 
scrumptious dessert at Mar-
tha’s Country Bakery on Bell.

Visitors love Bell Boule-
vard’s hip village atmosphere 
that many shoppers in the 

know find similar to Forest 
Hills’ Austin Street. 

And as the holidays near, 
local BID’s make sure street 
decorations go up along busy 
streets, lending a festive air 
to these trendy shopping dis-
tricts.

restaurants and bars when 
you visit this neighborhood 
during the warmer months, 
but you should also explore 
the open backyards, gardens 
and patios behind many of the 
establishments south of 30th 
Avenue, where you can find 
Greek cafes that serve up rich 
and tasty frappes.

Long Island City is one 
of the most vibrant areas in 
Queens and all of New York 
City. Visitors come to experi-
ence its museums and unique 
shops along Vernon Boulevard 
and Jackson Avenue. 

Here, it’s all about transfor-
mation, beer gardens and brew 
houses.  The cocktail scene at-
tracts people who enjoy hang-
ing out at popular local spots 
that serve interesting mixed 
drinks and cocktails. 

LIC’s Hunters Point section 
is rapidly changing, as restau-
rants and bars have gradually 
multiplied and there are more 
shopping options.

Even though chain stores 
and shopping malls aren’t part 
of LIC’s shopping scene yet, 
you will find a small number 
of shops and boutiques — both 
new and old — giving people 
more places to shop, while 
they discover the area’s thriv-

ing artist community.
In the last 20 years this 

mostly industrial section of 
Queens has become a major 
cultural center and visitors 
come here for the neighbor-
hood stores, where they can 
shop for artisan-made items, 
or find work by local artists.

“From May to November, 
they come here to shop for 
crafts and fine arts at Agora 
LIC,” said one store owner.  
Long Island City’s open-air 
market opens on select Satur-
days during its market season. 
Shoppers can enjoy live music 
and other presentations from 
visiting artists.

Agora LIC hosts up to 50 
booths on market days. Each 
one features handmade goods 
from local vendors. You’ll also 
find: specialty and gourmet 
foods, sweets and desserts, 
paintings, pottery and sculp-
ture; clothing and jewelry.

One resident suggests that 
visitors check out the only lo-
cal import shop that carries 
gift items originating in Slo-
vakia and the Czech Republic. 
The family-owned shop of-
fers giftware, glassware, and 
Czech and Slovak folk music. 
Every Christmas, there’s a 
special wall stocked high with 
puzzles, marionettes, and 
wooden toys for kids.

And there’s a small Irish 
gift shop on Vernon Boulevard 
that’s known for offering love-

ly Celtic jewelry at affordable 
prices.  Holiday shoppers from 
all over can also find Belleek 
china and widely collected 
pottery from Northern Ireland 
here.

An entire wall showcases 
paintings by Irish-American 
artists, but locals say the most 
original art is made by the 
shop owner, who is known for 
creating stunning mosaics out 
of hand-cut Italian glass.

“Local stores tend to hire 
local people, support local 
little leagues and civic groups, 
participate in graffiti and gar-
bage cleanups, and generally 
care about their surround-
ings. Plus, they pay taxes that 
local municipalities need to 
provide services,” said Rob 
MacKay, Queens Tourism 
Council director, Queens 
Economic Development Corp. 
“You can even make a good ar-
gument that shopping locally 
is a good environmental prac-
tice because it reduces pollu-
tion caused by travel. Luckily, 
in Queens we have some very 
strong commercial corridors 
that offer everything from in-
ternational brands to quirky, 
homemade items. We also have 
tremendous diversity as areas 
cater to certain demographic, 
ethnic groups.”

Continued from Page 30 

Astoria/LIC

Continued from Page 30 

Bayside

Continued from Page 36

Continued from Page 34

Forest Hills

Shoppers arrive early and brave the bitter cold in front of the Best Buy store on Northern Boulevard in Long 
Island City during last year’s Black Friday. 

Ridgewood

Holiday HappeningsHoliday Happenings
For up-to-date listings on Christmas concerts, visits from Santa, 
menorah lightings, Kwanzaa events and New Year’s Eve celebra-
tions, check www.timesledger.com/sections/queens-calendar/.
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'11 MERCEDES E350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

$22,888
'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

'11 MERCEDES C300^
$18,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 14k miles, Stk#3824

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

$21,888
'11 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900
'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

        MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
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Compassionate Support That Will Never Be Forgotten

GIVING THANKS
Holy Cross High School honored first responders at its Mass of Thanksgiving Tuesday. The annu-
al Holy Cross High School First Responders Mass began in 2011 to mark the ten-year anniversary 
when Father Frank Grogan and 16 members of the Holy Cross alumni community died on Sept. 11, 
2001. Bishop Octavio Cisneros joined Father Walter Jenkins, president of Holy Cross High School 
celebrate the mass. (From top left) Frank Korzekwinski ’80, EVP Flushing Bank, Walter Jenkins,  
President of Holy Cross High School, Bishop Octavio Cisneros, New York City Fire Commissioner 
Daniel Nigro are seen following the mass; Council Member Paul Vallone, Father Walter Jenkins, 
and Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro; and a group of first responders stand together after the 
mass.  Photo courtesy of Dominick Totino Photography
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BY JUAN SOTO

Bayside students organized a toy 
drive for the children of St. Mary’s 
Healthcare System that will run until 
Dec. 8. The students are part of City 
Councilman Paul Vallone’s Student 
Ambassador Program. Neighbors can 
drop off their toys at Vallone’s office, 
at 42-40 Bell Blvd, between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday.   

“St. Mary’s Hospital for Children is 
a vital organization, not only to north-
east Queens but to New York City,” 
said the legislator. “I cannot think of 
a better way to give to those who are 
in most need and their families during 
the holiday season.”  

Edwin Simpser, president of St. 

Mary’s, thanked Vallone’s student am-
bassadors for the effort. “St. Mary’s 
kids are facing complex medical chal-
lenges and I know that these gifts will 
put a smile on each child’s face and 
bring some holiday cheer,” he said. 

Two allies in the toy drive are the 
Dwarf-Giraffe Athletic League and the 
Auburndale Soccer Club. 

Christine Coniglio, manager of the 
Auburndale Soccer Club, said, the club 
was “thrilled to be helping the children 
of St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital.” 

José Rodríguez, president of the 
Dwarf-Giraffe Athletic League, point-
ed out “this holiday gift drive affords 
us another avenue in which to serve 
and it addresses those children most 
in need.”

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) 
called on the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to regulate the use of com-
mercial drones after three near-misses 
between the small unmanned flying 
objects and passenger planes at JFK 
this month. He also said two additional 
drones were spotted flying around the 
Queensboro Bridge. 

“It is clear that commercial drone 
use has crossed over from unregulated 
to potentially deadly,” Schumer said. 

The senator pointed out the FAA 
and the Office of Management and 
Budget should “release their new regu-
lations so that our space stays safe.”

In one case, a drone was seeing 

within two miles of one of the runways 
at JFK. Days earlier, a pilot flying from 
London spotted a drone at about 3,000 
feet from the airplane. 

In July, a drone almost collided with 
a police helicopter over the George 
Washington Bridge.

“Drones are an important technol-
ogy for business, law enforcement, 
agriculture and more,” said Schumer, 
“but the lack of clear rules about small 
drones, the difference between com-
mercial and a hobby drone, and how 
and where they can be used is creat-
ing a serious threat to New Yorkers’ 
safety.”

More than 600 students participated 
in the latest edition of Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein’s (D-Bayside) Hallow-
een Essay and Drawing Contest. Last 
year, the number of entries totaled 
only about 300.

“I was extremely impressed with 
their creative and artistic entries,” the 

lawmaker said. 
The winners of the contest were 

Adriana St. Clair, a second-grader 
from PS 94; Ashley Cho, a third-grader 
from PS 159; Elicia Chau, a fourth-
grader from PS 94; and Angela Chen, a 
fifth-grader form PS 169.

Student ambassadors from Councilman Paul Vallone's (l.) program organize a holiday gift 
drive for the children at St. Mary's Hospital in Bayside.  Photo by Juan Soto

Braunstein unveils essay winners

Schumer: Regulate drones

Toy drive for hospital
On November 20th  

Atlas Park delivered 
$2500 worth of food to 
the Glendale Food Pan-
try to distribute for the 
Thanksgiving season.

Items included 
stuffi ng, biscuits, 
corn, cranberry sauce, 
green beans, mashed 
potatoes, yams, turkey 
gravy, cake mix, peas 
& carrots, rice, choco-
late pudding, jello, mac 
& cheese and soup.

 In the words of Pe-
ter DeLucia, Jr. Mar-
keting Manager at the 
Shops At Atlas Park 

“At the heart of ev-
ery community are 
its people. Atlas Park 
has been a part of 
the Glendale commu-
nity for over 8 years. 
The center is so much 
more than a collection 
of stores and restau-
rants, we are a com-
munity gathering spot. 
Atlas Park is proud to 

be able to give back 
to the community in 
which we serve.”

Atlas Park food donation 
to Glendale Food Pantry

(Back L-R) Liza Diaz - prop-
erty manager Atlas Park, 
Senator Joe Addabbo, 
Peter DeLucia - marketing 
manager Atlas Park. (Front 
L-R) Sister Margaret - Glen-
dale food pantry, Nancy 
Baer - Glendale Food Pan-
try, Nina Maurello - leasing 
manager Atlas Park
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Bayside’s former GOP Coun-
cilman Daniel  Halloran guilty 
of brokering Smith’s deals and 
accepting kickbacks. 

Halloran’s case was severed 
from Smith’s and Tabone’s in 
June. Their attorneys success-
fully sought mistrials because 
prosecutors did not release 
hours of conversation and text 
messages in Yiddish from a 
wiretap on a cooperating wit-
ness’s phone ahead of the trial.

Discussion about Yiddish 
has resumed a place in the 
case as attorneys prep for jury 
selection. 

Gerald Shargel, Smith’s 
attorney, filed a model ques-
tionnaire that he suggested be 
used to screen potential jurors. 
The 63-question document 

asks whether respondents rent 
or own their home, whether 
they believe politicians tend to 
be dishonest and whether they 
speak, read or understand Yid-
dish.

Shargel said Yiddish speak-
ers could pose a problem if they 
brought their own understand-
ing of translated tapes into the 
juror’s deliberations, while 
comparing this to an attorney 
sitting on a jury.

“A lawyer is sometimes cho-
sen as a juror. And the lawyer 
is not supposed to go back into 
the jurors’ room and say, ‘Well, 
I am a lawyer, so I can tell you 
more about the instructions,’” 
he said. 

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 5 
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Custodians reach pact 
on school maintenance

BY MADINA TOURE

Local 891 School Custo-
dians has reached a $211.1 
million agreement for their 
cleaners and handymen with 
the city.

The nine-year agreement, 
which covers the period of 
Oct. 22, 2007 through Oct. 21, 
2016, includes 18 percent in 
raises and a $1,000 bonus for 
32BJ cleaners and handymen, 
who mainly work in the city’s 
public schools. The agreement 
also includes health savings, 
which will neutralize the cost 
of the contract. 

“The custodial workers 
in the public schools have 
worked far too long without 
an increase,” said Robert J. 
Troeller, president and busi-
ness manager of the Local 

891 International Union of 
Operating Engineers. “Due to 
numerous budget cuts, these 
workers have become increas-
ingly productive. It’s good 
to see these men and women 
recognized and rewarded for 
their work.”

The agreement keeps exist-
ing benefits for roughly 5,000 
full-time equivalent school 
cleaners and handymen who 
serve more than 1 million 
children in the city’s public 
schools. The gross cost of the 
agreement will be balanced 
out by roughly $21 million in 
guaranteed health savings — 
a net cost of $190.2 million.

“By conforming with the 
established pattern, including 
guaranteed health savings, 
this agreement is affordable 
for the city and its taxpayers, 
while still providing workers 

with the fair wages they de-
serve,” Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said.

The 18 percent in raises 
that employees will receive 
includes 8 percent in restruc-
tured payments for the 2008-
2010 round of bargaining, 
which will be given out in 
lump sum payments through 
2020. This replaces the raises 
granted to the rest of the mu-
nicipal workforce by the pre-
vious administration.

Employees will also re-
ceive approximately 10 per-
cent in raises through 2016 
for the 2010-2017 round of bar-
gaining.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

For more hyper-local Queens news on 
your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
CALL THE NEWSROOM AT (718) 260-4545
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

You don’t need a time ma-
chine to visit a bygone era and 
experience Queens’ colorful 
and surprising history. 

Long ago will be just a 
stone’s throw away Dec. 7 
when the 27th annual Holiday 
Historic House Tour takes 
participants to seven archi-
tecturally unique landmarks 
decorated for Christmas cel-
ebrations. 

Visitors can begin their 
journey to the past, sponsored 
by the Queens Historical 
Society, at any of these ven-
ues: Kingsland Homestead, 

Friends Meeting House, the 
Bowne House, Voelker Orth 
Museum, Lewis H. Latimer 
House Museum, Corona’s Lou-
is Armstrong House Museum 
and Flushing Town Hall. 

“It’s a great event for people 
to come out and visit an area of 
Queens that is filled with his-
tory, and enjoy themselves to 
welcome in the holiday spirit,” 
said Karyn M. Balan, Queens 
Historical Society’s interim 
executive director.

And kids and teens can 
learn a thing or two about the 
borough’s early days, while 
finding out how everyone got 
along without cell phones or 

iPads.
“We feel it really helps peo-

ple to explore the neighborhood 
better and discover something 
that they might have passed 
by a million times but never 
really noticed, like some of 
these historic sites, which will 
be decorated in their holiday 
best to add to the experience of 
an old timey holiday celebra-
tion,” Balan said.  

For example, Voelker Orth 
Museum will have some holi-
day music sing-a-longs in its 
old-fashioned parlor, which 
will be decked with boughs of 
holly.

The beauty of this event 
is that people can pick and 
choose where they would like 
to go — there’s no starting 

point — and you can visit as 
many or as few of the sites as 
you’d like, all for one price. 

Balan pointed out that a 
majority of the sites are all 
within walking distance of one 
another (with the exception of 
the Louis Armstrong House in 
Corona). 

Enter another dimension 
at Kingsland Homestead (143-
35 37th Ave.) which was oc-
cupied by the King/Murray 
family until the 1930s. During 
the tour, families will enjoy 
musical performances, along 
with a special holiday gift 
sale and exhibit: “Remember-
ing Yesterday: Queens and 
its World’s Fairs.” Currently 
serving as the headquarters 
of the Queens Historical So-

ciety, Kingsland offers school 
programs, tours, and lectures 
documenting local history. 

Built in 1694, the Friends 
Meeting House (137-16 North-
ern Blvd.) is the first house of 
worship in Flushing and the 
city’s oldest structure still be-
ing used for Quaker religious 
services.  The holiday tour 
will include a walk around the 
property to view its historic 
cemetery. 

The Bowne House (37-
01 Bowne St. ) will extend a 
warm welcome to curious visi-
tors, who will have the chance 
to hang out in the festively 
decorated vintage parlor and 
sneak a first peek at its newly 
restored exterior. They will Pictured top, the Bowne House will be decorated again for the season during 

the upcoming Holiday Historic House Tour.  Photo courtesy APdP Design Continued on Page 48
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Holiday HappeningsHoliday Happenings
GingerBread Lane — The 
world-record setting 1 1/2 
ton, 300-square-foot village 
returns to Queens. Special 
gingerbread house workshops 
held Dec. 7 and Dec. 28.
When: Through Jan. 11, 2015
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, 
students and children 17 and 
under
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Breakfast with Santa — All 
members of Queens Center’s 
Nat Geo Kids Club are invited 
to enjoy a complimentary 
breakfast, music, dancing and 
games in the Food Court.  
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, from 
8 am - 10 am
Where: Queens Center, 90-15 
Queens Blvd., Elmhurst
Cost: Free, Visit the mall’s 
Guest Services to sign up for 
the Nat Geo Kids Club.
Contact: (718) 592-3900
Website: www.
shopqueenscenter.com

Holiday Happening in 
Forest Park — Celebrate the 
season with crafts, games, 

music and a surprise visitor. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, from 
noon - 3 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Swingtime Christmas 
Concert — Enjoy a Christmas 
concert with a big band 

sound. All proceeds benefi t 
the school. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
3 pm
Where: St. Thomas the 
Apostle Catholic Academy, 
88-08 Jamaica Ave., 
Woodhaven
Cost: $15/adults, $12/
seniors, $5/teenagers
Contact: (718) 847-3904

CoolYule! Tree Lighting 
—  The fi rst tree lighting 
event at the Louis Armstrong 
House Museum will feature 
live jazz by the Ben Flocks 
Trio and holiday treats. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 6,  4 
pm
Where: Louis Armstrong 
House Museum, 34-56 107th 
St., Corona
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 478-8299
Website: www.
louisarmstronghouse.org

Wreathmaking Workshop 
— Make an evergreen wreath 
at these workshops. All 
materials provided, but bring 
a garden shear.
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, and 

Chef Jon Lovitch, pictured 
with some of last year’s vil-
lage, brings his world-re-
cord holiding GingerBread 
Lane back to the New York 
Hall of Science in Corona.

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

Answers in Sports

Continued on Page 49
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Queens Library has teamed 
up with Flushing’s Crossing 
Art Gallery for an exhibition of 
international artworks to cele-
brate the uniqueness and conti-
nuity of Queens’ communities.  

“The View Over Here: Con-
structing Cultural Identity” 
exhibit is composed of pieces 
that range from paintings and 
videos to installations and 
photography, on view now at 
the gallery through Dec. 13.

“From a pool of national 
and international artists, our 
jurors selected eight artists 
whose work not only reflected 
our belief that art can serve as a 
cultural unifier, but that art can 
inspire others to have a deeper 
understanding of other cul-
tures,” said Rebecca O’Malley, 
Crossing Art Gallery manager. 

The judges — John Hat-
field, executive director of 
Socrates Sculpture Park; Lar-
issa Harris, curator at Queens 
Museum; and Catherine Lee, 
Queens Library Foundation 

board member — selected 
three artists to display their 
works at the Queens Library 
Foundation gala, which will 
be held at the Queens Museum 
in the spring. 

“From arts institutions to 
libraries, the exploration and 
celebration of cultural identity 
is part of the fabric of Queens,” 
said Hatfield. “Many of the art-
ists we considered are produc-
ing compelling work on the 
topic, and I was pleased that 
Kyoung Eun Kang’s ‘Islands’ 
was selected, whose video art 
exemplifies the struggle, grace, 
courage, and balance one may 
experience navigating multiple 
identities and cultures in our 
wonderfully diverse society.” 

Along with Brooklyn-based 
Kang, the two other finalists 
picked were Rumi Hara, also 
from Brooklyn, and Antoni-
etta Grassi from Quebec.

Kang, whose work was part 
of a group exhibition at So-
crates Sculpture Park in 2011, 
said she was excited to be part 
of Crossing Art’s “The View 

Over Here” exhibition.
“I create, not wishing to 

manipulate the outcome, but to 
provide a transformative expe-
rience, which is open-ended,” 
said Kang. “I hope to capture 
the subtle beauty of human en-
counters and growth, embrac-
ing dynamic actions that reso-
nate in the human experience, 
such as walking, breathing, 
eating and gathering.”

Kang explained that most 
of her video works are filmed 

in a variety of outdoor environ-
ments, including New York City 
parks, Korean river basins and 
remote, isolated lighthouses. 
She will often place objects re-
lated to her Korean childhood 
alongside New York scenes in 
order to prompt question heri-
tage, culture and family. 

Grassi has been exhibiting 
her creations in Canada and 
Europe since the 1990s, and 
now her edgy pieces are on dis-
play at Crossing Art Gallery.

“My current work, which 
borders on abstraction and 
representation, references 
skewed architectural struc-
tures to reflect a shaky, un-
stable reality,” she said. “I de-
rive my imagery by combining 
logic and intuition, embracing 
dynamic interactions between 
chaos and order, spillage and 
containment. Despite the 
work’s structural references, 
very little is planned, and 
much is left to chance.”

Hara said she felt honored 
to have her work featured in 
this show that should shed 
light on cultural identity from 
different viewpoints. 

“Queens is a unique place, 
with so much energy, and I 
was inspired and encouraged, 
not only by meeting the people 
involved in the exhibition, but 
also by exploring the neighbor-
hood of Flushing,” she said. 

Born in Kyoto, Japan, Hara 
eventually moved to Atlanta. 
Through her project titled 
“Borderland,” the artist said 

This photographic still is from Kyoung Eun Kang's video "Islands," 
which is part of the Crossing Art Gallery's current exhibit.  

Photo courtesy Kyoung Eun Kang

Exhibition explores cultural identity in art
Flushing’s Crossing Gallery joins Queens Library to display the diversity of borough

Continued on Page 48

ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, BAYSIDE, NY 
THE 72ND ANNUAL

Saturday, December 6, 2014 
9:00am - 4:00pm 
214-35 40th Ave. 

Just a few steps off Bell Blvd.

 Sunday, December 7, 2014, 12:00pm

THE HOLLY BAZAAR LUNCHEON
Great Food, Silent Auction, Raffle Drawings
For more information, Call 718-229-5631

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

FRESH  
WREATHS & 
GREENERY

Enjoy your Christmas
shopping this year!
Do your Holiday shopping this year with our 
Vendors! There is something for everyone 
with their NEW & unique merchandise

WR
GR

FRESH  
LIVE  
TREES

T

Stop by church tables featuring: 

Join Santa for breakfast, 
lunch or a snack at the

All Saints Cafe
“Santa & Me” pictures all day.  

(Santa has a gift for every child!)

Bayside’s Favorite Christmas Fair
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she wanted to “collect 
and communicate the 
forgotten or hidden 
memories in coastal 
Georgia, and to more 
deeply understand my 
experience there as an 
Asian person.”  

She did all the re-
search and image-mak-
ing while living and 
studying in Savannah 
from September 2012 to 
August 2014.

Integrating water-
color illustrations, hand-
inked comics, and pho-
tographs, Hara’s project 
tells a story and docu-
ments the present land-
scapes of the Sea Islands 
along the Georgia coast. 
“The story follows the 
migration of the endan-
gered right whales, revis-
its the memory of slav-
ery, and incorporates the 
African-American folk-
lore from the region.” 

Since moving and 
traveling have been an 
important part of her 
life since childhood, 
Hara said she’s  par-
ticularly interested in 
“memories that make 

a place special, all the 
real and imagined sto-
ries that connect people 
and cultivate a sense of 
belonging.”

Crossing Art and the 
Queens Library both be-
lieve that art can indeed 
serve as a cultural unifi-
er and that building upon 
this common ground can 
heal wounded or distant 
relationships, and also 
promote new affiliations 
and stronger communi-
ties. 

A Queens Library 
representative said, 
“The exhibition seeks 
to view aesthetic ex-
pression through an 
international lens, 
highlighting the inter-
actions of nationalities, 
and expounding upon 
the use of art as a way 
of expressing one’s ori-
gins.” 

also enjoy a talk on tra-
ditional holiday foods, 
sample some recipes and 
hear music performed 
by a musician from the 
Mannes School of Music.

Built in 1661 by Eng-
lish settler John Bowne 
— best known for his 
courageous defense of re-
ligious freedom in Amer-
ica — this city, state, 
and national landmark 
tells the story of Queens 
through nine generations 
of the Bowne family. 

In this dressed-for-
the-holidays Victorian 
house, visitors will enjoy 
afternoon piano perfor-
mances and a special gift 
and plant sale.  

At one time, Voelker 
Orth Museum, Bird 
Sanctuary & Victorian 
Garden (149-19 38th Ave.) 
was home to three gen-
erations of a prominent 
Queens family, who lived 
there since 1891. It was 
originally purchased by 
Orth, an immigrant who 
published German-lan-

guage newspapers. 
Pay homage to Afri-

can-American inventor 
Lewis H. Latimer (34-
41 137th St.) during the 
tour and visit the house 
that bears his name 
(constructed from 1887 
to1889).

The son of fugitive 
slaves, he lived in this 
home from 1903 until 
his death in 1928.  Many 
people are not aware that 
Latimer played a vital 
role in the development 
of the telephone and the 
incandescent light bulb.

Open house and tra-
ditional holiday refresh-
ments will be offered 
throughout the day, 
along with a glass paint-
ing demonstration. 

New this year for the 
holiday tour, the Louis 
Armstrong House Mu-
seum (34-56 107th St., 
Corona) will recreate an 
outdoor Christmas tree 
in the garden as a tribute 
to a tradition started by 
Lucille, the jazz legend’s 
beloved wife. 

One of Queens’ most 

recognizable city and 
national landmarks, the 
house became the cou-
ple’s permanent home in 
1943 until Armstrong’s 
death in 1971. But his 
spirit lives on there, 
through rare audio clips 
from Satchmo’s personal 
recordings. Visitors will 
have the opportunity 
to hear his well-known 
voice reading “’Twas the 
Night Before Christmas, 
A Visit from St. Nicho-
las.” This was the last re-
cording he ever made.  

Built in 1862, Flush-
ing Town Hall (137-35 

Northern Blvd.) is an 
example of Romanesque 
Revival architecture. 
In its heyday, the venue 
transformed itself into 
a popular cultural hub, 
where folks enjoyed op-
eras and performances 
by P.T. Barnum and Tom 
Thumb. The landmark 
once welcomed Teddy 
Roosevelt and Ulysses 
S. Grant when it served 
as a political center, and 
Fredrick Douglass once 
spoke to the community 
from its portico.

Kids and teens may 
get the creeps when they 

visit Flushing Town 
Hall’s old jail cell and 
find out that several 
murder trials were held 
in this historic building.

Now home to the 
Flushing Council on 
Culture and the Arts, 
this popular performing 
and visual arts space has 
proudly maintained its 
cultural status over the 
years. 

“We are proud to be 
part of this annual tra-
dition and to show New 
Yorkers – and visitors 
to New York – all of the 
wonders of Flushing 
Town Hall,” said Execu-
tive and Artistic Direc-
tor Ellen Kodadek. “This 
year, as a special treat, 
we will be unveiling a 
holiday market showcas-
ing artistic and culinary 
items, many handcrafted 
in New York City.”

Works from Queens-
based artists and arti-
sans will be available for 
purchase in the gallery 
from 1 – 5 p.m, 

You’ll have lots to 
choose from: handmade 
jewelry, Christmas or-
naments, naturist paint-
ings, handcrafted ceram-
ics, paper goods, T-shirts 

and much more. You can 
also sample honey, jams, 
and granola made by 
Green Earth Urban Gar-
dens. 

“Participants will get 
increasingly amazed as 
they go along, because 
each house will offer its 
version of holiday fun 
and decorations,” said 
Queens Tourism Council 
Director Rob MacKay. 
“They’ll learn about in-
teresting people, local 
history and awe-inspir-
ing architecture, while 
getting in the spirit.”

A shuttle bus will 
connect the Louis Arm-
strong House Museum 
with the other sites via 
Flushing Town Hall. 

Continued from Page 45 
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Art

The Kingsland Homestead in Flushing will again be decked 
out for the season during the Holiday Historic House Tour. 

Photo courtesy Karyn M. Balan

IF YOU GO
Holiday Historic 
House Tour

When: Sunday, Dec. 7, 
from 1 pm - 5 pm
Cost: $25/adults 
at door, $20/adults 
advance purchase, $10/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 939-
0647
Website: www.queens-
historicalsociety.org

IF YOU GO
“The View Over Here”

When: Through Dec. 13
Where: Crossing Art 
Gallery, 136-17 39th 
Ave., Flushing   
Contact: (212) 359-4333
Website: www.
crossingart.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

EVENTS

Wheelchair Football 
League — Wheelchair 
athletes come out for a 
weekly pickup game every 
Sunday in Bulova Park.
When: Sundays, from 8 am - 
noon, through Nov. 30
Where: Bulova Park, 76-01 
25th Ave., East Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 512-7186

Website: 
wheelchairsportsfederation.
org

Reusable Art Making — Artists 
from Materials for the Arts will 
lead this adult workshop in 
exploring how reusable material 
can become art. No experience 
is necessary. 
When: Wednesday, Dec. 3, 
from 6 pm - 8 pm
Where: ARROW Field House, 

35-30 35th St., Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 349-0444
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Van Alst Playground 
Community Input Meeting 
— Have your say in how the 
NYC Parks department should 
utilize funds to rebuild and 
reshape this playground. 
When: Wednesday, Dec. 3, 
from 6 pm - 8 pm
Where: PS 171, 14-14 29th 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

Tableau Vivant — The 

duo, Karen Marie Marmer 
and Dongsok Shin, will 
perform sonatas by Mozart, 
Bach and others on violin 
and fortepiano. Wine and 
light refreshments will be 
served. 
When: Friday, Dec. 5, at 
6 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $30/
at door
Contact: (718) 206-0545, 
ext. 13
Website: www.kingmanor.
org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

PRODUCTIONS

“The Foreigner” — In Larry 
Shue’s comedy a painfully 
shy man pretends not to 
understand English leaving 
the other characters to 
speak freely in front of him 
about things they should 
keep private. Appropriate for 
ages 9 and up.

When: Nov. 22 - Dec. 6, 
Friday and Saturday at 8pm, 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Parkside Players 
at Grace Lutheran Church, 
Union Turnpike and 71st 
Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $17/general, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com

“Christmas Carol” — Titan 
Theatre Co. presents a 
new adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ classic tale of 
redemption set on Christmas 
Eve.
When: Dec. 11 - Dec. 21
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $30
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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By Pete Canty

B-Plus
Across 
1. Jeweler’s weight
6. Nose-in-the-air 
type
10. Alert
14. Previously, 
formerly
15. Bring on board
16. Rink shape
17. Hesitation in 
finding the answer, 
perhaps
19. Underground 
party
20. Muscat resident
21. Built more?
23. Ideal suffix
25. Signs up
26. Passed away
31. Rapper Mos 
_____
32. Rip-off
33. Corn unit
34. Subsided
38. Islamic sect
39. Dumps
42. Friend in war
43. Car payments?
45. Website help, 
briefly
46. Ploy
47. Fall behind
49. Board of _____
51. Put the horses 
away
55. Welcome 
wreath
56. _____ State 
(Maine)
58. Come together
62. Pond organism

63. Deflect a bull’s 
charge,
perhaps
66. Forest dweller
67. “Pay _____ 
mind”
68. Pass over
69. Messes up
70. Follows long 
and dead
71. Crowded

Down 
1. Popular NYC 
vehicle
2. 60’s hairdo
3. Wander
4. Soprano’s song, 
maybe
5. Net game
6. That girl
7. Guitarist Lofgren

8. Use a soapbox
9. Above partner
10. Homer’s son’s 
output, perhaps
11. Benefit
12. Tangle
13. Reds and 
Cards, e.g.
18. Drying rack items
22. Canadian tribe
24. Butcher’s stock
26. [Hey you!]
27. Canyon effect
28. Pool table part
29. “Chicago is my 
only
football team?”
30. Float with the 
current
35. Depressed
36. “If all _____ 
fails...”

37. Salon supplies
40. _____ of 
Sandwich
41. Mouse sound
44. Ice melter
48. Caged pet
50. Exhaled 
expressively
51. Diamond 
alternative
52. Mosaic artist
53. Rage
54. United 
competitor
57. Ages
59. Stage part
60. The Emerald Isle
61. Heads and tails
64. Hotel room 
addition
65. Observe
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ETCHED IN STONE
P E P S I A S N A P C A N
C R E A M R I A T A U S O
P O N D S K I P P E R R P M

S O I S E E D O L E S
E N G A R D E O O H I N G
F O R C E S L E N N O N
I S A K N A N C E G P A
L A V S P O T T E D N A M
E Y E P A G E S B E N E

M A A L O X S H R E D S
S E A N C E O N E I D A S
C A R T E I N F A N T
A R K B I T O F G R A V E L
R T E A C E N T Y I E L D
F O R R U S S O S N E E S

Sunday, Dec. 7, at 10 am, 
noon and 2 pm
Where: Queens County Farm, 
75-30 Little Neck Parkway, 
Floral Park
Cost: $20/per person, 
advanced payment required
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

Queens Botanical Garden’s 
Winter Solstice Celebration 
and Tree Lighting — Kick 
off the season  with tours 
of the garden, musical 
performances, crafts and a 
visit from Santa.  Tree lighting 
is scheduled for 4:45 p.m.
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, from 1 
pm - 5 pm

Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St.
Cost: Free, additional fee for 
craft activities
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Holiday Historic House 
Tour —Visit seven historical 
sites in Flushing and Corona 
that will be decked out for 
the season. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, from 1 
pm - 5 pm
Cost: $25/adults at door, 
$20/adults advance 
purchase, $10/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Bayside Village Holiday 
Parade and Tree Lighting 

—The return of the children’s 
holiday parade highlights 
this year’s Bayside Winter 
Festival and tree lighting. 
Meet Santa, sip hot 
chocolate and enjoy festive 
activities. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, from 
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Where: Parade steps off 
at 36th Avenue and Bell 
Boulevard, tree lighting 
takes place at the Bayside 
LIRR station
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 423-2434
Website: www.
baysidevillagebid.com

Christmas Concerts at 
St. Francis Prep — The 11 
ensembles from St. Francis 
will perform holiday music. 
When: Friday, Dec. 12 and 
Saturday, Dec. 13, at 7:45 pm

Where: St. Francis Prep, 61-
00 Francis Lewis Blvd., Fresh 
Meadows 
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 423-8810, 
ext. 255
Website: www.sfponline.
org

Winter Holiday Festival 
— Celebrate Christmas, 
Hanukkah and Kwanzaa with 
an art-making workshop 
along with storytelling 
performances by Robin Bady 
and Tammy Hall. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 14, at 
1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

“Holidays Around the 
World” concert — The 
Queens Symphony Orchestra 
presents this family 
concert featuring music of 
the season from various 
cultures.
When: Sunday, Dec. 14, at 
3 pm
Where: Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts, Lefrak Concert 
Hall, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free, but reservations 
are required

Contact: (718) 570-0909
Website: www.
queenssymphony.org

The Ugly Sweater Run — 
Don we now our hideous 
apparel. Take part in this 
Save the Children charity 
5K walk/run wearing your 
ugliest yuletide attire. 
Runners receive a vintage 
knit hat and unlimited hot 
chocolate. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 20, at 
11 am
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $45-$60/per 
participant
Website: www.
theuglysweaterrun.com

Winter Solstice Cookies 
and Crafts — Families 
are invited to the Bayside 
Historical Society’s walk-
in workshop to create 
decorations celebrating the 
winter season. Hot cocoa 
and cookies will be available 
for purchase. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: The Castle at Fort 
Totten, 208 Totten Ave., 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Classical Singer’s Holiday 
Concert Jam — Queens 
College alumnus Alex 
Schirling, joins Erick Urgiles 
and Classical Singer’s Career 
Development Club in a 
concert fi lled with holiday 
music. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/general admission, 
Free/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Oratorio Society of 
Queens Holiday Concert — 
The annual event includes 
excerpts from Handel’s 
“Messiah” performed by 
OSQ and Orchestral Arts 
Ensemble of Queens. The 
audience will also sing along 
to tradition Christmas carols 
and Chanukah songs. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35/adults, $30/
seniors and students, $10/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.
queensoratorio.org

Continued from Page 46 

Holidays
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

2

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 767-3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

���������	

���
����

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

39-40 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside NY 11361
718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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Walk through this winter won-
derland — and stay cozy and warm 
the entire time. The Queens Center 
may be all decked out for the winter 
season, but the temperature inside is 
always perfect for shopping. The one-
million-square feet mall is anchored 
by stores that include Macy’s, H&M, 
JC Penny, and more than 200 other 
retailers. For sure, there’s some-
thing for everyone on your gift list.

It will be a shopping bonanza 
from Nov. 26 to Dec. 1 when many 
of the stores will open at 5 pm on 

Thanksgiving, so shoppers can get 
a jump on Black Friday savings. It’s 
an opportunity to take  advantage 
of some of the best buys of the sea-
son. Aldo Shoes invites shoppers 
to its Early Bird special: 20 percent 
off full-priced merchandise, begin-
ning Thursday, Nov. 27, from 6 pm 
through Friday, Nov. 28 at 10 am. 

On Friday, Adidas will be giving 
shoppers an exclusive deal — a free 
backpack with every $150 purchase 
while supplies last. Stop by Banana 
Republic on Black Friday, and get 50 
percent off one full-priced item until 

1 pm plus 40 percent off purchases 
all day long. Certain restrictions ap-
ply; see store for details. 

Bath & Body Works will be hav-
ing a super sale: buy three, get three 
free, beginning Nov. 27 at 6 pm, un-
til Nov. 28 at 10 pm. But this is just 
a mere mention of a handful of the 
shopping excitement to be found 
at Queens Center. You can be sure 
many more retailers will be offering 
special savings, creating a fabulous 
way to kick off the gift-giving sea-
son. 

Bring the entire family so they 

can join in the mall’s holiday fes-
tivities. Santa has flown all the way 
from the North Pole and will be on 
Level 3 of the JC Penney wing, ready 
to hear who has been naughty or 
nice this year. Create magical mem-
ories when you bring the kiddies for 
breakfast with Santa on Dec. 6, from 
8 to 10 am at the food court. 

Queens Center [90-15 Queens Blvd. 
in Elmhurst, (718) 592–3900, www.
shopqueenscenter.com]. Open Mon-
days through Saturdays, 10 am–9:30 
pm; and on Sundays, 11 am–8 pm. See 
website for extended holiday hours.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

SHOP QUEENS CENTER THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
New Stores, Energy and Entertainment  

Sweeten the Season at Queens Center
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BOROUGH BEAT

Borough Beat COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

City Council Member Eric Ulrich, (third from l.) chairman of the 
Council Veterans Committee, received the Freedom Award from 
New York City Helmets to Hardhats at the second annual lun-
cheon. The Freedom Award is the highest honor given by the 
organization. IBEW Local #3 Senior Assistant Business Manager 
Raymond Melville and Lend Lease Executive Vice President 
Donald DeNardo also received awards.  Photo Provided

Rego Park resident Alyssa Pannizzo (fourth from left) was 
one of 10 SUNY Potsdam students inducted into the Order of 
Omega Greek Life Honor Society The Order of Omega is the 
national leadership honor society for members of Greek or-
ganizations, recognizing men and women who set a higher 
standard for Greek Life. Pannizzo is a sister of Phi Kappa Pi. 

Photo courtesy of SUNY Potsdam

Queens Community Outreach Partners attended The Fresh Air Fund’s fall meeting to discuss suc-
cesses this past summer. (From l.), Elizabeth Ortiz and Cynthia Fernandez, Child Center of NY; Felisha 
Da Silva, The River Fund; Jenny Morgenthau, executive director of The Fresh Air Fund; Monica Loja 
and Kris Czerniachowicz, The River Fund; and Jennifer Smith, Catholic Charities.  Photo Provided

Maspeth’s Moot Court team placed sixth out of 15 schools 
in the preliminary rounds of the citywide Moot Court com-
petition at Fordham University School of Law. The counsel 
for the petitioner, Julio Almonte and Kay Maung, received 
praise for their use of case law. Kevin Maldonado and Marie 
Pesch, the counsel for the Respondent, excelled in respond-
ing effectively.  Photo courtesy of Maspeth High School

Council Member Elizabeth Crowley (second from r.) joined Ridgewood seniors for their annual 
Thanksgiving turkey dinner at the Ridgewood Older Adult Center last week. Crowley also delivered 
a basket of canned goods to the center’s food pantry for local veterans. Since Nov. 10, Crowley has 
been collecting canned and non-perishable food items at her Glendale district office as part of the 
Council’s Veteran’s Food Drive. Photo courtesy of Council Member Elizabeth Crowley’s office

Berkeley College honored Joanne Snider (middle), accounting and finance, with the 2014 
Faculty of the Year Award for excellence in online instruction in the Larry L. Luing School of 
Business. Snider is a Bayside resident. Snider is joined by Rahul Bedi, PhD, (l.) interim manage-
ment chairman, and Joseph Scuralli, DPS, (r.) Interim Dean, Larry L. Luing School of Business.  

Photo courtesy of Berkeley College

The office of Councilman Eric A. Ulrich collected more than 1,000 pounds of nonperishable food 
donations for the City Council Veterans Food Drive Initiative in partnership with the Food Bank for 
New York City. The food was delivered to the Borden Avenue Veterans Residence in Long Island 
City. A total of 35 council members also participated in the food drive from all five boroughs, col-
lecting a combined 3,000 pounds of food. Photo courtesy of Councilman Eric A. Ulrich’s office
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Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411



BY BILL PARRY

A new ponzi scheme is a big 
hit in Long Island City. The 
long-anticipated opening of 
Station LIC finally happened 
Nov. 17 and several of the 200 
customers ordered the Ponzi 
burger, which you get for free 
provided you buy the burger 
for the next diner.

“I had a tear in my eye, the 
scheme worked to perfection 
right away,” Station LIC owner 
Greg Okshteyn said. “Table 11 
and table 14 ordered the Ponzi 
and by the end of the evening 
their tables were moved to-
gether, business cards were 
exchanged and new friend-
ships were made. The Ponzi 
created friends and that was 
the whole idea.”

The first few nights custom-
ers filled out comment cards 
and from the feedback, every-
one seemed pleased with the 
new Long Island City hotspot 
in a long vacant building that 
sits atop the Vernon Jackson 
subway station at 10-37 Jack-
son Ave. 

“People love the atmosphere 
and while we were slammed 
for the opening the kitchen 
and the staff were up to speed 
100 percent,” Okshteyn said.

An architect by trade, Ok-
shteyn is the founder of Stu-
dios Go, a firm that special-
izes in designing restaurants. 
He first fell in love with LIC 
while living in a loft apart-
ment while in grad school at 
Columbia University.

One thing he thought the 

neighborhood was lacking was 
a good place to hang out. 

“There are plenty of good 
restaurants with great menus, 
but no place to grab a drink 
after work and hang out with 
friends,” he said.

So, 2 1/2 years ago, Ok-
shteyn took over the vacant 
property that used to be a tav-
ern called Blessinger’s that was 
made famous in the 1988 Tom 
Cruise hit “Cocktail.” He set 
about giving the 2,400-square-
foot space the feeling of a 19th-
century European rail station 
complete with antique turn of 
the century signs and railroad 

lanterns.
Station LIC was supposed 

to open last spring but several 
obstacles were in the way. 

“Dealing with municipali-
ties really, permits from the 
Department of Buildings, 
there were new codes we had 
to comply with, a new sprin-
kler system, even the MTA got 
involved needing to see where 
we were digging because we’re 
right above their station,” Ok-
shteyn said. “But what do you 
expect when you take over a 
property that’s been vacant for 
12 years. But now that we’re 
open we’ve forgotten all about 

the delays already.”
The American-bistro menu 

is infused with European un-
derpinnings, the Ponzi burger 
is creating a buzz and his cus-
tomers are pleased with the 
aesthetics in both the restau-
rant and the bar.

“It’s amazing, I’m so 
pleased,” Okshteyn said. “We 
worked so hard for so long to 

make it the best place we could 
and the response has been 
overwhelmingly supportive.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

 
Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427
BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 

provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 

structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  

Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Over 200 customers pack Station LIC at last Monday's opening. 
Photo courtesy Greg Okshsteyn

Book passage for boro’s newest eatery
Architect by trade, Station LIC’s owner aims to build Queen’s next big hangout spot

Station LIC’s railway motif is inspired by the neighborhood’s past as a 
rail road hub. Photo courtesy Greg Okshteyn
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“Our community has been a victim 
of environmental injustice for far too 
long and issues such as this are a part 
of that greater picture, along with waste 
capacity and fair share,” Miller said. 
“We host regular community cleanups 
in our district and certain products are 
repeat offenders when it comes to litter, 
but none more so than plastic bags.”

Richards also believes the commu-
nity should act now. 

“It is time that we carefully recon-
sidered our reliance on the misleading 
disposable bag,” said the lawmaker, 
chairman of the Committee on Environ-
mental Protection. He pointed out the 

bill “challenges the notion that consum-
ers must rely on these bags to complete 
everyday tasks.”

Others councilmen oppose the legis-
lation.

“Plainly speaking, the plastic bag fee 
is just another back door tax that I can-
not, in good conscience, support,” said 
City Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park.) “My constituents already pay 
enough taxes, fines and fees and don’t 
need the city thinking of more ways to 
nickle-and-dime them.”

Mark Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
believes that there are other solutions to 
the plastic bag conflict. 

“I think there are better ways to ad-
dress the problems caused by the plastic 
bags that too often end up in landfills 
or entangled in trees and catch basins,” 
the lawmaker said.

of shopping locally.”
In addition, Sunnyside Shines will 

again sponsor a holiday window photo 
contest to encourage area stores to dec-
orate their windows for the holidays. 
That is combined with the decorations 
the BID puts up along Queens Boule-
vard and Greenpoint Avenue to make 
the district more inviting to holiday 
shoppers.

“Sunnysiders understand the im-
portance of shopping locally, but we 
wanted to make it even easier by pub-
lishing the gift guide and promoting 
local business on Small Business Sat-

urday,” Sunnyside Shines Executive 
Director Rachel Thieme said. The kick-
off event begins at noon this Saturday 
with free giveaways, live music and 
further distribution of the gift guides.

Two classes at LaGuardia Commu-
nity College contributed research and 
design ideas along with the photogra-
phy for the project. Hector Fernandez 
and Nicole Lytle of the Business & 
Technology Department at the school 
called it a valuable collaborative effort 
between faculty, students and the BID.

“Students learned a great deal 
about small business needs, working 
efficiently on short timelines, and the 
importance of effective communica-
tion with several parties — experience 
that will carry them into their busi-
ness careers,” they said.

Continued from Page 5 

Business

Continued from Page 5 

Plastic bags

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

carried the bill in the Senate, where the 
47 present lawmakers voted for it. Ul-
rich maintained the measure received 
near unanimous support in the lower 
chamber, where Assemblywoman Amy 
Paulin (D-Scarsdale) introduced it, but 
a tally breakdown was not available on 
the Assembly website.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo vetoed the so-
called Military Buy-Back Reform Bill, 
saying extending up to three years 
of public retirement system credit to 
those who served and were honorably 
discharged during any period would 
be too costly.

In his Nov. 7 veto memorandum, 
Cuomo estimated the legislation would 
force municipalities to wrangle with 
a collective $57 million obligation. He 
said the city alone would incur an an-

nual $18 million liability, an amount 
the governor claimed the mayor’s of-
fice balked at.

“This bill would run roughshod 
over systematic reforms carefully ne-
gotiated with the Legislature to avoid 
saddling local property taxpayers with 
additional, unmanageable burdens,” 
the governor wrote.

Ulrich’s office did not respond to a 
request for comment on how many city 
vets would be eligible for job credits 
should the measure pass or on the gov-
ernor’s criticism.

State lawmakers have publicly 
toyed with the idea of taking up their 
compensation and travel expense sys-
tem in a special session next month.

Neither Skelos nor Silver responded 
to requests for comment on the likeli-
hood of the Military Buy-Back Reform 
Bill coming to the floor during such a 
session.

Continued from Page 18 

Veto

who is backing the bill in the Senate, 
and U.S. Rep. Michael Grimm (R-S.I.) 
touted the measure as a bipartisan ef-
fort.

“With countless Sandy survivors 

still not in their homes over two years 
after the storm, I’m proud to work with 
my friend and colleague Congressman 
Meeks on this common sense solution 
that will spare thousands of these di-
saster victims from digging into their 
own pockets to make up for the gov-
ernment’s mistake,” Grimm said in a 
statement.

Continued from Page 18 

Sandy
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Sports

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Flushing had a shot at re-
demption against after Abra-
ham Lincoln ended its season 
in lopsided fashion last sea-
son in the semifinals.

The seventh-seeded Red 
Devils were more competi-
tive this time around, but five 
turnovers led to a 31-6 loss to 
the No. 2 and host Railsplit-
ters in the PSAL City Confer-
ence football quarterfinals 
Saturday.

“Turnovers killed us,” 
Flushing coach Jim DeSantis 
said. “We just kept turning 
the ball over.”

Defending champion Lin-
coln (9-2) was able to jump out 
to an early 7-0 lead on the first 
possession when senior quar-
terback Paul Litvak hooked 
up with classmate Luis Rodri-
guez for a 15-yard touchdown. 
Rodriguez scored four times 

on the afternoon.
“We didn’t lose to any 

bums,” DeSantis said. “We 
got the score to 17-6 and had a 
shot at winning this thing.”

Flushing fumbled the ball 
on its opening drive, but luck-
ily the Railsplitters couldn’t 
capitalize. The turnover bug 
still got to the Red Devils. 
Senior quarterback Terrence 
Chavis fumbled the ball at 
the 15-yard line and Lincoln 
would recover. This time the 
Railsplitters took advantage 
of the turnover as Rodriguez 
ran the ball in from two yards 
out for a touchdown and a 14-0 
lead.

The Red Devils tried to get 
back in the game in the sec-
ond quarter. They drove down 
to the Lincoln 29, but turned 
the ball over on downs. Ro-
driguez continued to have his 
way.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

History is the only thing on 
Christ the King’s mind.

The Royals have been the 
dominant force in New York 
state boys’ basketball by 
winning four of the last five 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional titles and three state 
Federation crowns, including 
the last two. This year CK can 
become the first team to win 
three straight city champi-
onships since Tolentine did 
it from 1979-81 and the first 
school to bring home three 
consecutive Federation titles.

“It’s all they talk about,” 
Christ the King coach Joe Ar-
bitello said. “It’s the only thing 
they talk about. Six of them 
have Division I (scholarship) 
offers. They never talk about 
that stuff. All they talk about 
is the three-peat, three-peat. 
They just want to do it.”

If they do, sensational wing 
Rawle Alkins, a four-star 
recruit, will be a big reason 
why. It’s clearly the junior’s 
team now with the graduation 
of Adonis Del La Rosa and An-
dre Walker and Travis Atson 
transferring to South Kent. 
Alkins, who holds a host of the 
high Division I offers, is the 
reigning TimesLedger News-
papers All-Queens player of 
the year. He is a dominant 
force on both ends of the floor, 
and there is nothing he can’t 
do on the court. Alkins is 
ready to lead as well. 

“It’s hard to stop him of-
fensively,” junior Yashawn 
Bright said. “He’s great defen-
sively. He’s a great teammate, 
a leader for us. He’s taken us 
to a whole other level.”

A high level is what Bright 
and the rest of the support-
ing cast will have to play at, 
especially on a team that is 
going to play small to start 
the year. Bright and Tyrone 
Cohn both played last season, 
but are in the starting lineup 
now. Alkins said he would 
guard others teams’ bigs, but 

that duo could cause match-
up problems for opponents as 
well because of their speed 
and ability to shoot from the 
outside

It is that kind of depth 
and versatility that could set 
Christ the King apart. Arbitel-
lo believes he has eight play-
ers who he can move in and 
out of the game with no drop-
off. Guard Jared Rivers is the 
team’s most creative scorer 
after Alkins and the pass-first 
demeanor of sophomore point 
guard Jose Alvarado should 

allow CK to use all of its weap-
ons and play a more constant 
pressing and fast-break style.

“We are trying to be a run-
and-gun team,” Alkins said. 
“We are trying to be a team 
that is rebound and go. We 
don’t really want to slow the 
pace down.”

There is size on the Royals’ 
bench starting with 6-foot-6 
forward David Cole. Guards 
Marcus Layne and Tracy 
Cleckly Jr., will provided pro-
vide energy and scoring.

Continued on Page 60Continued on Page 60

Christ the King’s Rawle Alkins will try to lead his team to a historic third 
straight state Federation Class AA title.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

Royal Focus

Flushing’s season ended 
again by Railsplitters

Loaded Christ the King eyeing historic three-peat

Flushing’s Terrence Chavis (3) runs with the football in the PSAL City 
Conference quarterfinals against Abraham Lincoln Saturday.  

Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Tyrell Plaza refused to let 
his career end without a fight.

The Bayside senior run-
ning back scored twice after 
halftime, but it wasn’t enough 
to overcome a poor first half 
and an explosive Franklin D. 
Roosevelt offense. The fourth-
seeded Commodores fell for 
the third straight year in the 
PSAL Bowl Conference semi-
finals thanks to a 32-20 loss 
to No. 2 FDR last Saturday at 
Midwood Athletic Complex. 
Bayside, which trailed 18-6 at 
the break, twice got with in a 
score.

“We knew we still had 
to do our jobs in the second 
half,” Plaza said. “As soon as 
we came out we knew that we 
can’t give up because the out-
come could be different in the 
second half.”

His team got within 26-
20 after Charles Flug threw 
a 2-yard touchdown pass to 
Plaza with six minutes left in 
the game. Bayside (8-3) had 
a chance to halt the ensuing 
Cougars’ drive on a fourth-
and-1 from their 46-yard line. 
Instead, Tristin Thomas took 
the play up the middle and all 
the way to the end zone for a 
game-sealing score. Commo-

F
rancis Lewis is com-
ing off winning its first 
girls’ basketball city 
title since 1979. The Pa-

triots, however, still believe 
they have plenty to prove even 
with four starters returning 
from the team that raised the 
trophy at the Barclays Center 
last year.

This season is about prov-
ing they didn’t need transfer 
center Chelsea Robinson to 
get them over the hump and a 
chance to replace Murry Berg-
traum as the league premier 
program after legendary Lady 
Blazers coach Ed Grezinsky 

resigned.
“Since we won the chip 

people are coming for us,” ju-
nior guard Chi La Bady said.

The Lewis starters, all 
guards, have heard the chat-
ter that they don’t win it all 
if Robinson isn’t controver-
sially cleared by the PSAL to 
join Lewis before the playoffs. 
They will counter with the 
fact that they were still the No. 
3 seed without her and beat 
South Shore in the title game 
with Robinson in foul trouble. 
The Patriots just want to put it 
all to rest.

“We will have a lot to 
prove,” senior guard Robin 
Francis said. “I feel like people 
think we won because Chelsea 
was there and because of our 
size. I feel like we can show 
them it’s not just because of 
her size.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Continued on Page 60

Francis Lewis is hungry to win its second straight PSAL girls basketball city title.   Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Bayside's Robert Williams runs down field during the PSAL Bowl Conference semifinals against FDR Saturday at the Midwood Athletic Complex.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Francis Lewis still seeking respect after city title

Bayside rally falls short in loss to FDR

Continued on Page 60



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 28—DEC. 4, 2014 59  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

BY MERLE EXIT

Expectations are high for 
the Queens College women’s 
basketball team after the pro-
gram completed a tremendous 
turnaround.

Fourth-year coach Bet 
Naumovski last season led the 
Knights to their first 20-win sea-
son in the last 15 years. Queens 
College, a Division II program, 
went 15-5 in ECC play and lost 
in the semifinals to District of 
Columbia. The big year came 
two seasons after the program 
won just a single game during 
the 2011-12 campaign.

“Last year was a great year 
for us. It was the best year that 
Queens College women’s bas-
ketball had in about 30 years,” 
Naumovski said.

There has been gradual im-
provement during Naumovs-
ki’s tenure. In year two, Queens 
College made the conference 
playoffs, reached the semifi-
nals last year and the Knights 
are aiming for the champion-
ship game this time around. 
Naumovski knew she had to 
change the program’s culture 
when she took over. Accepting 
just being okay was unaccept-
able. 

“Mediocrity isn’t going to 
make us successful,” she said. 
“We want people who are go-
ing to come in and strive to be 
better each day and contribute 
to being a team. As we start to 
succeed, the players have more 
confidence.”

Queens College returns six 
players from last season, in-
cluding leading scorer Madi-
son Rowland (20.4 points per 

game). It lost only graduate stu-
dent Raychel Shannon from the 
group. Joya McFarland, Janeen 
McFarlane, Kristen Korzevins-
ki and Elisabeth Gully also 
return, along with Rowland’s 
older sister MacKenzie. Nau-
movski considers Kozevinski 
the team’s unsung hero and is 
expecting her to step into a big-
ger role this season.

“She doesn’t have those eye-

popping statistics that grab the 
media, but she is the most expe-
rienced member of the team in 
regards to time on the court,” 
the coach said. “I’m looking to 
her to become more of a lead-
er.”

The Knights are off to a 2-1 
start after last weekend and 
take on Immaculata University 
as part of the Maggie Dixon 
Classic at Madison Square Gar-

den Jan 4. The contest is a re-
match of the first-ever women’s 
basketball game played at Mad-
ison Square Garden on Feb. 22, 
1975 that brought in a crowd of 
11,969 fans.

Queens College opened this 
season with a 60-58 loss to St. 
Michaels. MacKenzie Rowland, 
Korzevinski, and Imani David-
son each produced double-digit 
scoring with Madison MacKen-

zie adding eight points and six 
steals.

Queens bounced back to 
beat Franklin Pierce 61-59 as 
the Rowland sisters combined 
for 32 of those points and Ko-
rzevinski had 10. It followed 
that up by beating Dominican 
78-60 behind double-doubles 
from MacKenzie and Madison 
Rowland. Korzevinsk chipped 
in 19 points.

The Queens College women's basketball team is hoping to build off one of the best seasons in program history. Photo by Merle Exit

Revived Queens College ready for next step
Expectations high for Knights after netting fi rst 20-win season in 15 years
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Christ the King knows how hard it 
is to win and that everyone will need 
to contribute to get by the likes of Car-

dinal Hayes, Iona Prep and St. Ray-
mond. It is a historic challenge this 
group has embraced since the season 
ended last March.

“For the school it would be great 
history,” Cohen said. “We can’t wait 
for it. We’ve got to work though.”

His 58-yard run set up Lincoln at 
the Flushing 13, but the Railsplitters 
managed just a field goal to make it 
17-0.

“We shot ourselves in the foot,” 
Chavis said. “We put ourselves in a 
good position and we lost the grip.”

Flushing’s defense came up huge in 
the third quarter. Senior Keron Her-
mitt grabbed an interception in the 
end zone and returned the ball over 
100 yards to the Lincoln 1-yard line. Se-

nior Marcus Mendez ran the ball in for 
a score to pull the Red Devils within 
17-6. The momentum was short-lived. 
Rodriguez scored two more times, in-
cluding a 65-yard touchdown from to 
put the game away.

Flushing may have lost the game, 
but Desantis will always have a spe-
cial place in his heart for his senior 
class and what they accomplished the 
last two years.

“I love every one of those guys,” 
DeSantis said. “They were the reason 
we were here today. They worked hard 
throughout the whole season and did 
everything they were supposed to do.”

Continued from Page 57 

Flushing

Continued from Page 57

Royals

dores coach Jason Levitt said a missed 
assignment led to the big play.

“He scored right where we were 
supposed to be,” Levitt said. “It’s high 
school kids. They make mistakes. That 
is going to be tough for me to swallow 
that somebody went into the wrong 
spot.”

Bayside wouldn’t have been in po-
sition to win without Plaza and Flug. 
The Commodores were already short-
handed with seven starters out for the 
playoffs because they didn’t meet the 
school’s standards to stay eligible for 
athletics.

Plaza used a second and third effort 
to get in the end zone from five yards 
out to pull Bayside within 18-12 late 
in the third quarter. The drive was 
set up by a fumble recovery by Elijah 
Rimpel.

FDR (10-2) answered with a 20-yard 
touchdown pass from Kaseem Morri-
son to Monrico Cummings early in the 
fourth quarter. Flug’s two-yard touch-
down toss to Plaza made it 26-20, but 
that was as close as Bayside got.

Thomas carried the ball 16 times for 
136 yards and two touchdowns. Mor-
rison rushed for 67 yards and a score 
on eight carries and also threw two 
touchdown passes to Cummings. Flug 
completed 14 of 22 passes for 128 yards. 
Freshman Robert Williams threw a 
29-yard touchdown to Jason Benton on 
a reverse in the first quarter, but spe-
cial teams mistakes hurt Bayside.

“We gave short fields three times,” 
Levitt said. “They scored three 
times.”

The season again ended too early in 
Bayside’s mind, but playing as well as 
it did shorthanded has them leaving 
with their heads held high and opti-
mistic for the future.

“It shows we still have potential on 
this team,” Plaza said. “All they have 
to do is work hard.”

Bayside
Continued from Page 58

Lewis is the one of the favorites 
to again claim the crown along with 
South Shore and Bergtraum, which 
saw its 15-year reign ended by the Pa-
triots in the semifinals. Robinson was 
the only player lost from last year’s 
club. Francis, star guard Sierra Green, 
point guard Taliyah Brisco and Bady, 
a do-it-all guard, all return. That latter 
three are all juniors.

Green established herself as one of 
the city’s best players and has worked 
on her defense in the offseason. The 
group won last year not just because of 
her emergence, but because all of the 
players flourished in their roles.

“We are not a one- or two-person 
team,” Lewis coach Steve Tsai said. 

“Everyone has to be aggressive. Every-
one has to do their part.”

This year, that means getting more 
from its younger players with Robin-
son now at Graceland junior college. 
Sophomore forward Sabrina Clement 
has taken a step forward and junior 
Dominique Williams will continue to 
provide clutch shooting and athleti-
cism. Tsai talked highly of his fresh-
men and the players believe back-up 
point guard Xuanrui Hu can make an 
immediate impact.

Lewis doesn’t want to look too far 
ahead, but understands what a second 
straight title would mean. It would qui-
et its detractors and with a junior core 
put it in position to be the PSAL’s next 
dynasty.

“I don’t want to start talking, but 
maybe,” Green said of taking up that 
mantel. “We will see.”

Francis Lewis
Continued from Page 58

Bayside’s Charles Flug throws a touchdown pass against FDR.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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U.S.-citizen children. I’m dis-
appointed that the executive 
action will not include all 11 
million undocumented im-
migrants in this country and 
their   families.”

Make The Road New York, 
an advocacy group for immi-
grants,  will begin screening 
community members for eligi-
bility immediately, as the first 
step in helping community 
members apply for relief.

The day after the presi-
dent’s Nov. 20 announcement, 
the South Asian Organizing 
Center known as DRUM held 
discussion with other grass-
roots organizations in their 
offices near Diversity Plaza 
in Jackson Heights. Leaders 
credit the 1-1/2-year-old #Not-
1More campaign  grassroot 
groups ran in order to pres-
sure the Obama administra-
tion to halt deportations, end 
programs that criminalize 
immigrants and expand the 
relief granted to young people 
in 2012.

“The national consensus 
turned against hateful politics 
and for inclusion,” DRUM Di-
rector Fahd Ahmed said. “Na-
tionwide cities are limiting 
local involvement in federal 
deportation efforts, including 
New York City. With ICE’s 
abusive actions being reject-
ed across the country, it was 
only a matter of time before 

the president had to act, Now, 
with more of our community 
safe, we have to fight for ev-
eryone left out. Every single 
person in our communities is 
fully deserving of relief and 
equality.”

DRUM members passed 
out flyers that warned the 
program doesn’t begin until 
spring and further warned 
of scams asking for money to 
begin paperwork. DRUM will 
also hold upcoming informa-
tion sessions.

At the Emerald Isle Im-
migration Center at 59-26 
Roosevelt Ave. in Woodside, 
meetings were held in the 
Walter McCaffery Conference 
Room Monday, to plan their 
own  information sessions 
that will be held next week.. 
They plan one at the Sunny-
side Community Center at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 2  followed 
by another at the St. Sebastian 
Parish Center Wednesday at 6 
p.m. 

“Thanks to the presi-
dent’s order now ‘The Irish 
Can Apply.’ Our work is just 
beginning,” EIIC Chairman 
Brian O’Dwyer said. “We 
look forward to continuing to 
provide comprehensive and 
solid advice to immigrants 
in need, especially with this 
much-needed and important 
program.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

the people care and when the 
people care, you can’t hold back 
a community,” Meeks said. 

The initiative is a jumping 
off point for the upcoming Ja-
maica Action Plan, a strategy 
for economic growth and de-
velopment in the area led by 
Deputy Mayor for Housing and 
Economic Development Alicia 
Glen, Katz and the community. 
The plan will be unveiled in the 
coming weeks.

Katz’s office has allocated 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
in the capital budget to fix the 
sewer systems, she said

Katz also announced the for-
mation of a leadership council 
which will manage and assess 
the execution of the Jamaica 
Action Plan. Members of the 
neighborhood are being re-
cruited to serve on the council.

 City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), stressed 
the importance of assisting Ja-
maica’s youth. 

“As the chair of Civil Ser-
vice and Labor and the most 
densely populated community 
of municipal workers, we’re 
certainly addressing that,” 
Miller said. “But we also need 
to ensure that we have oppor-
tunities for our young people, 
that we continue to attract and 
retain our young minds with 
education, with culture and 
arts but most important, hous-
ing that they can afford.”

 Individuals participated in 
workshop sessions on trans-
portation, public space, and ur-
ban design; housing and com-
mercial development; Jamaica 
identity, branding and market-
ing; and Jamaica jobs.

Proposed solutions that 
came out of the sessions in-
cluded the need to manage the 
buses better, accessibility and 
congestion in subway stations, 
holding banking institutions 
accountable for revitalizing 
the area, more youth councils, 
greater need for job readiness 
programs and paid intern-
ships. 

Jamaica resident Vanessa 
Sparks, 52, who lives on 111th 
Street and Sutphin Boulevard, 
worries that people living in 
the arteries leading into down-
town Jamaica, such as Sutphin 
Boulevard and Merrick Boule-
vard, will not benefit from the 
revitalization of Jamaica Ave-
nue, which includes affordable 
housing and new stores. She 
also noted the lack of crosstown 
buses in southeast Queens as 
well as the unregulated dollars 
cars that run along Sutphin 
Boulevard. 

But what she really wants to 
see is young professionals mak-
ing a difference in their com-
munities. 

“I would like to see some re-
vitalization of some young pro-
fessional people come back into 

the Jamaica/southeast Queens 
community,” Sparks said. “I 
want them to come with their 
money and ideas and their tal-
ent.”

Homeowner Nancy Brad-
ford, 67, also a Jamaica resi-
dent, said that developers and 
homeowners have different 
priorities.“I think the concern 
of the developer is how are they 
able to afford to build whereas 
what was brought up by the 
homeowners were lack of con-
cerns about foreclosures of the 
people who are homeowners,” 
Bradford said. 

Tyrell Hankerson, 20, who 
lives off Merrick Boulevard, 
participated in the jobs work-
shop, said the main issues for 
Jamaica residents are lack of 
exposure for young people and 
lack of skills. 

“Not too many people know 
about jobs that may be open to 
them and then for a lot of skills, 
some residents in Jamaica don’t 
have certain skills that meet 
the criteria for certain jobs so 
there needs to be some type of 
training,” he said. 

The conference included 
presentations on the Jamaica 
Planning Initiative’s area of 
focus as well as the next steps 
by Cali Williams, the city Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion vice president, and John 
Young, the Queens Borough 
director for the Department of 
City Planning. Melva Miller, 
director of economic develop-
ment at borough president’s 
office, also spoke. Adrienne 
Adams, chairwoman of Com-
munity Board 12, facilitated the 
conference.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Jamaica
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Roosevelt

City Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Alban’s) speaks at Jamaica 
Planning Initiative conference.  

Photo by Madina Toure

these projects, and encour-
age developers to hire mi-
nority- and women-owned 
contractors that employ local 
residents.”

BRP, a Brooklyn-based 
and minority-led develop-
ment business, did not re-
spond to inquiries about the 
union’s request or how far 
along it was in signing con-
struction contracts.

“BRP Companies is fo-
cused on advancing the devel-
opment and will have more to 
say soon,” spokeswoman Zoe 
Tobin said in a statement.

Meredith Marshall, BRP’s 
co-founder and managing 
partner, sits on the GJDC 
board of directors.

The union contended 
its calls to BRP went unan-
swered and days have passed 
since GJDC agreed to pass its 
pitch along to BRP.

“They just weren’t very 
forthcoming,” Donnelly said.

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans), 
who represents the project 
site and serves as chairman 
of the Committee on Civil 
Service & Labor, declined to 
comment.

Donnelly said the union 
had partnered with the Rock-
away Development and Re-
vitalization Corp. on other 
projects.

“If they were to work with 
us, they’d have formal train-
ing. You can then take them 
to anywhere in the country 
and they can read the blue-
print,” Donnelly said. “Other-
wise, they’re told to put a wall 
up here, and they don’t know 
how to read the blueprints or 
why the wall is going there.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at stran-
gle@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4546.

Carpenters
Continued from Page 5 

and here he is 100 years old 
and he just left the Community 
Board two months ago!”

Gasparre was a combat 
soldier who served in Europe 
where he saw fought in the Bat-

tle of the Bulge. 
“At one point he was in com-

bat for five straight months,” 
Meloni said.

Gasparre became the long-
time leader of the Tamiment 
Democratic Club and various 
other civic groups.

“These men spoke not of 
their bravery and sacrifice but 

of their thanksgiving for being 
alive,” Vallone said. “They’re 
wonderful guys, always with a 
warm smile for everyone, and 
at age 90, Luke is still the best 
dancer I’ve ever seen.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Astoria
Continued from Page 4 

served for manufacturing use.
And the final mixed use pro-

posal suggested blending resi-
dential uses with commercial 
or light industrial uses by man-
dating that a certain portion of 
buildings be set aside for the in-

dustrial sector or encouraging 
diversity through incentives.

“(Mixed use) is not going to 
work unless industrial is man-
dated,” Renz said, noting land-
lords typically reap the highest 
income from residential build-
ings. However, he said he and 
Paul Kerzner, of the Ridgewood 
Property Owners and Civic 
Association, had discussed a 

similar idea. “You’re not going 
to live above a chemical factory, 
but light manufacturing, like 
a metal working facility, that 
might work.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Study
Continued from Page 9 
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 
Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 
Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 
Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 
recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.


