
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

Your Neighborhood - Your News® FREESept. 20-26, 2013

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

BY PHIL CORSO AND CHRISTINA 
SANTUCCI

Police arrested a Bronx 
resident on charges of stabbing 
a 69-year-old Woodside man to 
death on a Jackson Heights side-
walk near a No. 7 train stop Mon-
day afternoon, but will not charge 
him with a hate crime, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Steven Torres, 22, was 
charged with second-degree mur-
der in the death of Ever Orozco 
and criminal possession of a 
weapon, the DA’s office said. The 
Police Department initially said 
he was being charged with mur-
der as a possible hate crime, but 
the Queens district attorney’s 
office said that accusation was 
lifted as the investigation contin-
ued.

“The defendant is accused 
of fatally stabbing an innocent 
bystander,” Queens DA Richard 
Brown said. “His alleged actions 
were violent and ruthless and the 
charges against him will be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law.”

Torres was arraigned Tues-
day and ordered held without 
bail before his Oct. 1 court date. 
He faces up to 25 years to life in 
prison if convicted, the DA said.

Musarrat Chaudhary, who 
owns a newsstand and statio-
nery store on 90th Street where 

Continued on Page 50

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The MTA and the Greater Ja-
maica Development Corp. sealed 
a deal Wednesday  that paves 
the way for Long Island hotelier 
Able Management to erect a long-

awaited, 24-story lodging-and-
retail tower across from the JFK 
AirTrain station.

The agency’s board voted 
to approve the $1.7 million sale 
of 4,181 square feet of property 
owned by the Long Island Rail 

Road to GJDC affiliate 93-43 Sut-
phin LLC, which owns another 
adjacent 5,794 square feet.

The properties, which com-
bined allow for about 111,200 
square feet of buildable area, will 
then be sold to Able for $4.5 mil-

lion, to be split 38/62 between the 
LIRR and Greater Jamaica.

The Port Authority gave the 
development corporation $2.7 mil-
lion to purchase the property in 
2004, the year after the AirTrain 

MOTORCYCLE CRASH

Police investigate a fatal motorcycle crash in the Ditmars section of Astoria that took the lives of Michael Fernandez, 32, and Jennifer Manthorne, 36. See 
story on Page 29. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 50
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Tower to change Jamaica skyline
MTA approves real estate deal to bring 24-story hotel to Air Train area
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Aqueduct Race-
track in South Ozone Park 
will not be shutting down 
anytime soon, a spokesman 
for the New York Racing 
Association said.

The Albany Times 
Union reported last month 
that NYRA was consider-
ing closing the horse rac-
ing facility.

But when asked about 
the report, Eric Wing, a 
NYRA spokesman, said 
flatly Tuesday “there are 
no plans to close Aque-
duct.”

NYRA board members 
and state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach), 
however,  have both said 
the closure is one idea be-
ing considered in order to 
make the association finan-
cially sustainable. 

At an Aug. 28 meeting 
of the NYRA reorganiza-
tion board, Chief Execu-
tive Officer Christoper Kay 
said he hoped to develop a 
plan by next year to make 
NYRA a private business 
again, the newspaper re-

ported.
Board members dis-

cussed ways to increase rev-
enues and lower expenses. 
Finance Committee Chair-
man Stuart Subotnick 
brought up the possibility 
of closing the racetrack.

He said a decision to 
close it had not been made 
at that time, but the future 
of the track still was un-
clear.

He said funds allocated 
for upgrades at Aqueduct 
should be spent wisely in 
case assets are later moved 
to Belmont Park or Sara-
toga Race Course, the two 
other racetracks NYRA op-
erates.

Former Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer also considered 
closing the “Big A” in 2007 
and selling the property to 
developers, but pushback 
by the community, led by 
then-state Assemblywom-
an Audrey Pheffer halted 
that proposal.

In May 2012 NYRA’s 
former president and CEO 
Charles Hayward and gen-
eral counsel Patrick Kehoe 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city’s corruption 

cops arrested a business-
man last week after the 
southeast Queens city coun-
cilman he allegedly tried to 
bribe turned him in.

The Department of In-
vestigation said police had 
apprehended Tarsem Singh 
and two others Friday in 
connection with an alleged 
plot to bribe Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton) to drop his opposi-
tion to their plans for a li-
quor store across the street 
from Springfield Gardens 
High School.

In May, Singh filed an 
application with the state 
Liquor Authority for 219 
BS Wine & Liquor Inc., at a 
strip mall on the corner of 
North Conduit Avenue and 
Springfield Boulevard, a 
site where the community 
had previously protested 
plans for a pay-by-the-hour 
hotel.

After Richards and 
neighborhood leaders made 
their views known on the li-
quor-store proposal, Singh 
and an associate met with 
the councilman to discuss 
the application.

City investigators say 
that at that meeting, which 
was caught on camera, 
Singh allegedly tried to buy 
favor with Richards, who 
refused a cash bribe and 
reported the scheme to the 
authorities.

Singh and two of his 
associates later discussed 
the application with some-
one they thought was one of 

Richards’ representatives, 
but was in fact an under-
cover investigator.

Two of the men subse-
quently met with the agent 
on two different occasions 
and allegedly handed over 
$1,400 in cash and promised 
another $1,100 if Richards 
would support their SLA 
application.

“Call the Liquor Au-
thority. We are counting 
on you,” the second man, 
Davinder Singh, texted the 
undercover agent the next 
day, according to the DOI.

“Clearly, the good news 
is that there are public offi-
cials unwilling to sell their 
offices,” DOI Commissioner 
Rose Gill Hearn said. “The 

Council member’s prompt 
report allowed DOI to in-
vestigate swiftly and shut 
down the scheme.”

Richards said his of-
fice is not for sale.

“When I was elected, I 
promised my constituents 
that I would carry myself 
with the utmost integrity 
and that I would do what-
ever was needed to protect 
our quality of life,” he said. 
“May these arrests show 
those who seek to bribe 
public officials that our 
communities and children 
aren’t for sale.”

South Ozone Park resi-
dents Tarsem Singh, Davin-
der Singh and a third asso-
ciate, Rajinder Singh, were 

arrested Friday on bribery 
charges. Tarsem Singh has 
a license with the city Taxi 
and Limousine Commis-
sion, which the DOI said 
it notified of the investiga-
tion’s findings.

The investigation de-
partment, which recently 
launched an anti-corrup-
tion ad campaign, is on a bit 
of a hot streak in Queens.

In May, Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) tipped the de-
partment off about a Long 
Island City businessman 
who allegedly pledged to fill 
the lawmaker’s campaign 
coffers if he would fast-
track a city Department of 
Buildings permit.

Closing the Aqueduct Racetrack is one option board members of 
the New York Racing Association say they would consider in order 
to make the association financially sustainable.

City Councilman Donovan Richards and community members celebrate the state Liquor Authority’s 
rejection of an application for a liquor store near Springfield Gardens High School. City investigators 
say Richards turned in a trio of businessmen who allegedly tried to bribe him in return for his sup-
port.

No plans to close
‘Big A’ right now

City busts bribery suspects
Investigators say Councilman Richards reported liquor store men

Continued on Page 9
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

In May 2011, firefight-
ers from Squad 288 low-
ered the flag waving above 
a smoldering structure 
fire. The flag was all that 
remained of O’Neill’s in 
Maspeth, the decades-old 
restaurant that had been 
gutted by the blaze.

Now, nearly 2 1/2 years 
later, those firefighters are 
set to return to the flag to 
its owner, George O’Neill, 
when he hosts the grand re-
opening of his eponymous 
eatery Sept. 27.

O’Neill said he is plan-
ning to close down 53rd 
Drive for the event and ex-
pects to have professional 
athletes attend. 

Although construction 
is not quite complete, the 
restaurant, located at 64-21 
53rd Dr., has remained con-
sistently busy since O’Neill 
and his family held a soft 

opening about two weeks 
ago.

“It was the spur of the 
moment — we decided to 
just open the door and see 
what happened,” O’Neill 
said. “It was so crowded you 
couldn’t get out the door. I 
couldn’t believe it. I’d love 
to know how it happened.”

It seemed, O’Neill said, 
that people had just been 
waiting for him to open for 
the last couple years.

Within days of the 
grease fire, O’Neill had set 
a plan in place to rebuild. 
He has had a few construc-
tion setbacks that kept de-
laying the opening date, but 
throughout the rebuilding 
period, O’Neill always sat 
outside the building over-
seeing construction.

“He never leaves,” his 
daughter Tara O’Neill Pyle 
said.

Now he spends all his 
time inside the restaurant.

“I’ve been counting 
— I’ve been here about 
185 hours in the last two 
weeks,” O’Neill said. “I’m 
wondering when I’m going 
to get some overtime.”

Pyle said neighbors 
seem to really miss having 
O’Neill’s as their meeting 
spot.

“It’s such a neighbor-
hood place,” she said.

O’Neills, which was 
originally founded by 
George’s father in 1928 as 
Plateau Tavern, has long 
played host to locals wish-
ing to celebrate family 
events.

Already since its re-
opening, the restaurant has 
held parties for birthdays, 
christenings, communions 
and baby showers.

Patrons enjoying the 
food and “the atmosphere of 
the place” are what O’Neill 
looks forward to the most, 
he said. “If somebody tells 
me they enjoy the food, that 
really picks me up.”

In total the restau-
rant can hold about 350 
customers and offers both 
a bar menu and a fine din-
ing menu, which includes 
prime, aged beef and fresh 
seafood prepared by famed 
chef Richard Burns, O’Neill 
said. The kitchen is open 
from 11 a.m. until 2 a.m. ev-

ery day.
The restaurant also of-

fers catering services.
O’Neill’s will have 

about 40 employees, many 
of whom worked at the 
restaurant before the fire. 
Some new employees are 
the children of former staff 
members, Pyle said.

“He would probably 
be more excited if he could 
run around the place,” 
Pyle said about her dad, 
who has had some recent 
health setbacks. “He may 
not be dancing on opening 
night but he’ll be sitting at 
his favorite spot at the front 
table.”

The grand opening 
begins Friday, Sept. 27, at 
about 3 p.m. and will last 
all weekend.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Tara O’Neill Pyle and her father, George O’Neill, sit at a table at 
their family restaurant, O’Neill’s, which was just rebuilt after a fire 
gutted it in 2011. Photo by Bianca Fortis

After long wait O’Neill’s fi nally makes its comeback
Maspeth restaurant, which plans grand reopening Sept. 27, has already seen plenty of business

5/1 ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE1

2.75% 3.06APR

%

�������	
��
�	
����	
�
���
����
����	��
�������
�
�����
�����
�	
����
���	�
���	 
�� 
���	�
! "������	
���	�

Call (866) 789-7878 or visit one of our local branches!
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Today’s Low Rates Won’t Last Forever.
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The initial principal and interest 
payment on a $200,000 5/1 ARM loan at 2.75% and 60% loan-to-value (LTV) for 30 years is $816.48 with no points 
due at closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 3.06%. Based on a recent LIBOR index rate of 0.67% 
and a margin of 2.50, the principal and interest payment would increase to $850.87 after 5 years for the remaining 25 
years. Based on the maximum rate increase of 5%, your payments would be $816.48 for the �rst 5 years and increase to 
$1,336.87 for the remaining 25 years. Payment does not include taxes, insurance premiums or additional loan-speci�c 
�nance charges you may be re�uired to pay. The actual total payment amount will be greater. Actual payments will vary 
based on your individual situation and current rates. Based on the purchase/re�nance of a primary residence with no cash 
out at closing. Assumes closing costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family home; 
debt-to-income ratio is less than 30% and credit score is a minimum of 780, and an escrow account is used for the 
payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 60 days. Some state and county maximum loan amount 
restrictions may apply. All loans are subject to credit approval. Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New York and 
Ohio properties only. Product availability and offers are subject to change. Mortgages are originated through New 
York Community Bank (NMLS � 249276), an af�liate of New York Commercial Bank. The bank is not responsible 
for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time.

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY PHIL CORSO

A blue school rolled 
out the red carpet this week 
when city Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott made 
a pit stop in Oakland Gar-
dens to congratulate its stu-
dents and teachers as some 
of the best in the state.

A total of 22 schools 
throughout the city cracked 
the state’s Top 25 list, in-
cluding Oakland Gardens’ 
2012 National Blue Ribbon 
school at PS 203. Walcott 
teamed up with Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
other top DOE administra-
tors Monday to visit some 
of the city’s best schools, 
giving thanks to their per-
formance on new Common 
Core exams.

“The transition to 
Common Core learning 
standards has been years in 
the making, but as demon-
strated by these 22 schools, 
New York City is adjusting 
to the higher standards as 
well as anyone could have 
hoped,” Walcott said. “I am 
extremely proud of the work 
being done in our schools to 
better prepare our students 
for life after graduation.”

Walcott said the 
more rigorous curricu-
lum helped put the city on 
the map when compared 
to 2001, when none of its 
schools made the state’s 
Top 25 list. The chancellor 
popped his head into sever-
al classrooms up and down 

the halls of PS 203 in Oak-
land Gardens before sitting 
down for a school assembly 
dedicated in his name.

“You’re not just smart, 
you’re good students and 
great children,” Walcott 
told the crowded audito-
rium of PS 203 youngsters. 
“This school’s reputation 
is the best. Not just in New 
York City, but in New York 
state.”

PS 203 Principal Car-
ole Nussbaum said her 
school was lucky to visit 
with the chancellor twice 
in the past year, with his 
most recent stop there com-
ing on the heels of its presti-
gious 2012 National Ribbon 
declaration. Nussbaum, 
wearing all blue, touted the 
school’s arts and music pro-
grams before students put 
her words into action in the 
form of song and dance.

The Oakland Gardens 
school was one of three 
Queens schools to make up 
the 22 of the Top 25 through-
out the state, including Bac-
calaureate School for Glob-
al Education in Long Island 
City and Scholars’ Acad-
emy in the Rockaways.

The other city schools 
making the state’s Top 25 
list included the full range 
from traditional public 
schools to charter schools, 
all ranked in accordance 
with their performance on 
a exam standard known 
as Common Core, the DOE 

BY JOE ANUTA

Data show twice the 
number of Democratic vot-
ers turned out last week in 
several southeast Queens 
City Council primaries 
compared to other districts 
in the west and northeast, 
hammering home the re-
gion’s political clout.

Out of seven contests 
in the 
borough’s 
Democrat-
ic prima-
ry, three Council districts 
in southeast Queens led the 
pack in raw vote numbers 
and were in the top four for 
turnout.

“There are parts of 
southeast Queens that are 
very politically active, are 
very active with social is-
sues and they come out to 
vote,” said one political in-
sider.

About 15,400 people 
voted in a hotly contested 
Democratic primary in 
the St. Albans area to de-
cide who would succeed 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), according 
to unofficial tallies from 

the city Board of Elec-
tions. About 12,200 voters 
pulled the lever to nomi-
nate Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) for 
the Democratic ticket and 
about 10,000 people voted to 
re-elect Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica).

That is compared to 

Council districts similar in 
population but home to few-
er Democrats like Howard 
Beach, where about 5,900 
voters turned out for the 
primary. About 7,700 people 
voted in each of two races 
to replace term-limited 
Councilmen Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) and James 

Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), while roughly 8,700 
Democrats came out for a 
closely watched primary 
to succeed embattled City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone).

Southeast Queens also 
recorded some of the high-

BY RICH BOCKMANN

At a borough board 
meeting earlier this week, 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion, which has been large-
ly criticized for its focus 
on closing schools, touted 
the high-quality options it 
has provided students as 
it recapped the 13 district 
schools it opened in Queens 
this year and a number of 
new construction projects 
on the horizon.

But of the baker’s doz-
en that opened their doors 
this year, only one is in a 
new building and a number 
of the approximately 6,000 
seats the department says 
these schools will house 
when they are fully enrolled 

in the coming years simply 
replace seats eliminated 
from existing schools.

The Hunters Point 
Community Middle School 
is the lone institution to 

open this year in a newly 
constructed building. The 
school, which the DOE said 
will be home to about 400 
students when it is fully 
phased in, shares its new 

digs with the Academy 
for Careers in Television 
and Film Technical High 
School, which was housed 
last year in the same build-
ing as the Oliver Holmes 
School in Dutch Kills.

At the East Elmhurst 
Educational Campus, the 
Corona Arts and Sciences 
Academy opened its doors 
for its inaugural year along-
side the Pan American In-
ternational High School as 
it waits for its new home to 
be completed in 2016. The 
DOE originally planned to 
give Corona Arts its own 
campus in 2015, but con-
struction delays have the 
department now floating a 
plan to extend the co-loca-

The city Department of Education plans to move the Corona Arts 
and Sciences Academy to its new home when it is completed in 
2016. In the meantime, the new school is sharing space at the 
Elmhurst Educational Campus. Rendering courtesy DOE

City Councilman Leroy Comrie (c.) celebrates with unconfirmed Democratic primary winner Daneek 
Miller, who the lawmaker supported as his successor.

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott (l.) greets youngsters at PS 
203 in Oakland Gardens during a visit to celebrate the school being 
named one of the best in New York state. Photo by Phil Corso

DOE gives county 13 new district schools

SE Queens leads boro vote
Area records heavy turnout in recent Democratic primary

Scholars Academy
cracks Top 25 list

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 34



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 20-26, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
5

TL

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The man who gunned 

down 12 people at the Wash-
ington Navy Yard Monday 
in the nation’s capital was a 
son of Queens who attended 
Hillcrest High School, au-
thorities and multiple re-
ports said.

Aaron Alexis, the 
34-year-old U.S. Navy con-
tractor who was killed by 
police after his murderous 
spree inside the Washing-
ton, D.C., military office 
building, was born in the 
borough May 9, 1979, ac-
cording to the FBI.

He lived on 77th Road 
in Kew Gardens Hills, at-
tended Hillcrest HS and ob-
tained a rifle permit from 
the NYPD in 2000 to use at 
city shooting ranges, ac-
cording to a report in the 
New York Post.

But authorities were 
still trying this week to 
piece together details from 
Alexis’ past and how the 

troubled computer contrac-
tor was allowed security 
clearance to gain access to 
the building.

“We also continue to 
conduct all other necessary 
investigation to learn about 
the activities and contacts 
of Mr. Alexis,” FBI Wash-
ington Assistant Director 
in Charge Valerie Parlave 
said in a Sept. 16 statement. 
“We continue to conduct 
interviews, exploit digital 
media and run down every 
lead we can to piece togeth-
er his recent movements 
and to determine the mo-
tive behind this attack.”

Alexis’ family still 
lives in Brooklyn, though 
a relative told the Post the 
gunman had not been in 
close contact with anyone 
there.

Alexis served in the 
Navy from 2007-11 and first 
obtained a security clear-
ance in 2008 as a naval re-
servist, according to the 
Post.

But following a series 
of shooting incidents, run-

ins with the law and be-
ing discharged from the 

Navy in 2011 for a pattern 
of misconduct, Alexis nev-
ertheless obtained a secu-
rity clearance after being 
hired by a subcontractor 
for Hewlett-Packard to up-
date computer systems in 
Washington, according to 
a report in the Washington 
Post.

Alexis had been arrest-
ed multiple times — in one 
instance for discharging 
a gun in his Texas apart-

ment, which shot into the 
apartment of a neighbor he 
often accused of being loud, 
according to the Washing-
ton Post. On another oc-
casion, he shot the tires 
of a car in Seattle in what 
authorities referred to as a 
moment of blind rage.

Most recently, inves-
tigators discovered he had 
called police in Rhode Is-
land last month and said he 
was hearing voices and was 
being followed by a group of 
unknown people, according 
to a CBS report.

Alexis is hardly the 
first Queens resident to 
gain national infamy.

Former Flushing High 
School students Zarein 
Ahmedzay, Adis Medunjan-
in and Najibullah Zazi were 
all found guilty of plotting 
to blow up New York City 
subways in 2010.

Last year, Ahmed Fer-
hani was sentenced to 10 
years for his role in plot-
ting to blow up New York 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Political leaders in 
western Queens are oppos-
ing a congressional pro-
posal that would cut $39 bil-
lion from the federal food 
stamps program over the 
next 10 years.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) Monday 
called the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, which provides 
food stamps, a vital safety 
net that keeps millions of 
Americans out of poverty.

“These cuts are part of 
the GOP’s continued affront 
on millions of low-income 
families, many of them 
headed by single woman,” 
she said.

Maloney was joined 
by state Assemblywoman 

Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) and City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) in front of the 
Hour Children food pantry 
in Long Island City to pub-
licly denounce the proposed 
cuts.

House Republicans, 

led by Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor (R-Va.), want to 
change eligibility require-
ments for the program, 
which would leave between 
4 million and 6 million 
Americans ineligible for 
food stamps, according to 

BY PHIL CORSO

Retirees are afraid.
Those were the words 

John Hyland used while ad-
vocating for a bill state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) in-
tends on submitting to pro-
tect retirees from having 
their pensions sold off by 
their longtime employers.

Hyland, who spent 33 
years working as a union 
chief steward for the Com-
munication Workers of 
America at New York Tele-
phone/NYNEX, a predeces-
sor to Verizon, spoke from a 
firsthand perspective when 
he said seniors who worked 
their whole lives should 
never need to worry about 
the practice known as pen-
sion de-risking, or pension 

stripping.
“All of us are very 

afraid,” Hyland said Mon-
day at a news conference 
in Avella’s Bayside office. 
“And we have every right 
to be.”

The fear stemmed 

from a practice in which a 
company sells the pensions 
of its retirees, usually to an 
insurance company, with-
out notifying its owner. In 
some cases, retirees would 
see their pensions convert-

State Sen. Tony Avella (second from l.) joins constituents and pen-
sion experts, including attorney Edward Stone (r.), to discuss legis-
lation he will soon introduce providing basic protections for retir-
ees in New York. Photo by Phil Corso

Aaron Alexis 
AP Photo/FBI

Avella drafting legislation 
against pension stripping

House plan to limit food stamps 
would hurt New Yorkers: Maloney

D.C. shooter has strong ties to Queens
Dead gunman who killed 12 in military facility rampage was born in borough, attended Hillcrest HS 

Police escort several people out of the Washington Navy Yard af-
ter Queens-born Aaron Alexis killed 12 in a shooting rampage. 

AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin

Community leaders gather at the Long Island City food pantry 
Hour Children to protest cuts to food stamp benefits. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis

Continued on Page 34 Continued on Page 34
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Murders in Queens 
are down almost 40 percent 
from where they were last 
year, and the federal judge 
who ruled the NYPD’s 
stop-and-frisk practices 
unconstitutional cited the 
citywide drop in crime 
Tuesday when she rebuked 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion’s claim that reform-
ing the Police Department 
would make the streets 
unsafe.

After filing notice it 
would appeal Manhattan 
Judge Shira Scheindlin’s 
August ruling, the city 
asked the judge to stay her 
appointment of an inde-
pendent monitor to oversee 
the retraining of the police 
force, arguing her orders 
had the possibility to create 
“an environment that may 
stem and reverse the long-
standing record of crime 
reduction in this city.”

The judge rejected the 

motion, citing a 27 percent 
decline in crime through 
the first half of the year 
while the number of stops 
has fallen 50 percent.

“The recent reduction 
in the number of stops ap-
pears to have been a posi-
tive step toward remedying 
an improper practice with-
out sacrificing the secu-
rity of the community,” she 
wrote.

“Ordering a stay now 
would send precisely the 
wrong signal,” the ruling 
continued. “It would es-
sentially confirm that the 
past practices, resulting in 
hundreds of thousands of 
stops — overwhelmingly of 
minorities — that resulted 
in little or no enforcement 
action or seizure of con-
traband were justified and 
based on constitutional po-
lice practices. It would also 
send the message that re-
ducing the number of stops 
is somehow dangerous to 
the residents of this city.”

In Queens, the number 
of murders fell 39.7 percent 
through the beginning of 
September, down from 68 
last year to 41.

The city argued that 
Scheindlin’s orders were 
too broad and that retrain-
ing officers on what it 
viewed as an erroneous 

interpretation of consti-
tutional law would cause 
irreparable harm to the 
NYPD. But the judge said 
the city was using a circu-

lar argument and pointed 
out that the reforms were 
still in the stage where the 
stakeholders were discuss-
ing how to move forward.

In August she appoint-
ed Peter Zimroth, former 
corporation counsel for 
the city, as the independent 
monitor.

In response to the 
judge’s decision, the city’s 
current chief lawyer said 
it was evaluating its next 
steps as it seeks an expe-
dited appeal in the Second 
Circuit Court.

“The plaintiffs have 
opposed that motion, appar-
ently preferring to keep po-
lice officers in limbo for the 
foreseeable future,” Cor-
poration Counsel Michael 
Cardozo said. “We cannot 
afford such delay, as public 
safety is of paramount con-
cern to the mayor and the 
police commissioner.”

Cardozo said the city 
will seek a stay with the ap-
peals court.

Manhattan U.S. District Judge Shira Scheindlin rejects the city’s motion to stay the remedies ordered 
along with her ruling on stop-and-frisk. AP Photo/Richard Drew

Judge won’t postpone stop-and-frisk reforms

www.Amendolas.com

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

25% OFF

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Wed-Sat 10am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

Proudly Made

on Long Island

1-800-BUY-FENCE

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

m-5pm

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  *Discount valid on new installations only.  Qualified in-stock fencing only.  Savings on minimum purchase of $2900.00 or more.   Expires 9/26/2013.  See store for details.  Photos shown may not be included in sale offer.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount 
pricing cannot be combined.  Sale price offer can not be combined with any other offers or discounts.   Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.  License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

BUY NOW AND SAVE
WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD ON CUSTOM WOOD, 

PVC AND ORNAMENTAL ALUMINUM FENCING!

UP 
TO

JOIN NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA FOR PET ADOPTION DAY
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 22nd FROM 11A-3P AT OUR AMITYVILLE LOCATION!

WE SUPPORT NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA!

*

ON DAY
ATION!

WHY
PAY 

MORE?
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SALE GOING ON AT THESE THREE STORES ONLY

Fresh Meadows Shopping Center  61-18 188th Street T. 718. 264.2843  Hours: Monday – Saturday 10am-9pm  Sunday 11am-7pm 

163-19 Jamaica Avenue  T. 718. 526.2800  Hours: Monday – Saturday 10am-7:30pm  Sunday 10am-7pm

ASTORIA 30-98 Steinway Street  T. 718. 726.3877  Hours: Monday – Saturday 10am-8:pm  Sunday 11am-7pm

Don’t Miss It!

• All Misses Sportswear  
• All Misses Dresses • All Jewelry

Plus 25% Off 
• All Pumps • Select Junior Blouses

Get One

Buy One, 

Off50% *

*Second item must be of equal or lesser value
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Since I’m income-eligible*, 
EmPower New York improved my 
insulation, reduced drafts, and 
upgraded my lighting, appliances 
and heating—for free. 
I’m lowering my energy bills and 
keeping more money in my pocket. 
A no-brainer.

You can do the same for your 
home or apartment.

»  EmPower New York
A better life begins at home. 

Learn more: 1-800-263-0960
Visit: nyserda.ny.gov/empower

I made my apartment 
more energy-effi  cient for

Free. 
 (really, free.)

 *  You may be eligible for EmPower if you are 
eligible for HEAP benefi ts, participate in a 
utility payment assistance program, or have 
household income below 60% of the state 
median income.

 (really, free.)
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EAST ELMHURST — Cops were reaching out to the public 
with hopes of finding a missing man who lived within the 115th 
Precinct, the Police Department said.

Rezwan Kabir, 28, was reported missing Sept. 11, when he 
was last seen around 10:30 a.m., the NYPD said.

Cops said he was wearing a blue T-shirt, blue jeans and black 
sneakers and was described as standing about 5-foot-8 and weigh-
ing 200 pounds.

 

POLICE 

Blotter

Cops search for missing East Elmhurst man

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

St. Albans auto shop owners face fraud charge:DA

Crips member guilty in Qns Village theft

St. ALBANS — Authorities arrested 
the owners of a Merrick Boulevard auto 
body shop who allegedly bilked the state 
out of $250,000 in tax revenue, the district 
attorney said.

Robert Minott, 56, and his wife, 
46-year-old Susan Thompson-Minott of 
Old Westbury, L.I., were arrested Tuesday 
morning on charges of tax fraud, larceny 
and forgery, DA Richard Brown said.

According to the prosecutor’s office, 
a state Tax Department audit revealed 
that between December 2007 and Febru-
ary 2011 the couple allegedly stole $250,000 
in sales tax they collected from customers 
of the Better Auto Collision shop at 123-40 
Merrick Blvd. but failed to report.

If convicted, the two face up to 15 
years in prison and a fine of up to $.5 mil-
lion, the DA said.

QUEENS VILLAGE — A Crips gangbanger from Brooklyn who was foiled when 
he was spotted wearing a pair of gold-colored sneakers was sentenced to seven years in 
prison Wednesday for a 2012 gunpoint robbery, the Queens district attorney said.

Victor Santana, 20, pleaded guilty in August to sticking up a 19-year-old victim 
in August 2012 for an iPhone and a backpack holding a pair of gold-covered Nike Air 
Foamposite sneakers, DA Richard Brown said.

After the robbery was reported, the victim’s mother spotted Santana strutting 
around in the sneakers and called 911 and her brother for help.

When police arrived on the scene, the victim’s uncle and Santana were in a strug-
gle, and after breaking it up, they found the Crip had an unloaded and inoperable .380 
pistol inside the stolen backpack, Brown said.

Supreme Court Justice Barry Kron sentenced Santana to seven years in jail plus 
five years’ probation.

 LONG ISLAND CITY — A woman in 
her 50s was fatally struck by a motorcycle 
while crossing a Queens Plaza street last 
week, police said.

The woman was crossing Queens 
Plaza North at about 9:45 p.m. when she 
was struck by a 69-year-old man riding 
a blue 2009 Honda CRV, according to the 
NYPD.

When police arrived, they found 
the woman unconscious in the roadway, 

while the biker had driven up onto the 
curb and hit a pillar, cops said.

The woman was taken to Mount Si-
nai Hospital in Queens, where she was 
pronounce dead, police said.

The motorcyclist remained at the 
scene and the incident was still under in-
vestigation, according to the NYPD.

Motorcycle kills woman crossing plaza: NYPD
REZWAN KABIR
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Apostle Dr. John H. 
Boyd’s legacy will live on 
long into the future in the 
Cambria Heights communi-
ty where his ministry first 
began, his family and com-
munity leaders believe.

“Fifty years from now 
a young man will go past 
this street and ask his 
mother, ‘Mommy, who was 
Apostle John Boyd?’ That 
mother will tell him what 
a great and wonderful man 
he was and maybe that 
will make for a follow-up 
of Apostle Boyd,” state As-
semblyman William Scar-
borough (D-Jamaica) told 
a crowd of several hundred 
gathered to see the corner 
of Linden Boulevard and 
219th Street co-named for 
Boyd Saturday afternoon.

“For his name to live 
on forever in this commu-
nity on a street sign, there 
are no words,” said Boyd’s 
son, Pastor John H. Boyd II. 
“It was always about mak-
ing life better for the people 
in this community,”

Boyd’s New Greater 
Bethel Ministries started 
in a small brown canvas 
tent that the late church 
leader set up at the corner 
of Linden and Francis Lew-
is boulevards in 1972.

“I was 16 years old. I 
didn’t understand what in 
the world he was doing,” 
said his son, who has since 
taken over the church.

The congregation 
quickly grew to more than 
2,000 members, and in 1975 
the church acquired the 
Cambria Heights theater 
complex, which now serves 
as a school run by the min-
istry. The church also runs 
a food pantry, soup kitchen 
and 24-hour prayer phone 
line.

“John Boyd’s voice 
went around the world,” 
said the Rev. Charles Nor-
ris about the minister’s 
Voice of Bethel radio broad-
cast, which officials believe 
reached almost 150 million 
listeners each week.

Tributes to the late 
church leader were given 
by elected officials, in-
cluding U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica), City 
Comptroller John Liu, state 
Assemblywomen Barbara 
Clark (D-Queens Village) 
and Vivian Cook (D-Jamai-
ca), Scarborough, and City 
Councilmen Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) and Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), who 
hosted the weekend event.

“Apostle Boyd was 
about teaching and about 
economic development. He 
was teaching other people 
to be ministers,” Comrie 
said. “He was about acquir-
ing property to make sure 
that the church could be 
self-sufficient.”

Comrie said Boyd’s 
ministry had owned a 
lot on Linden Boulevard 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The trustee appointed 

to oversee the bankruptcy 
and eventual closure of 
Peninsula Hospital has ac-
cused a blacklisted health 
care executive of secretly 
operating the failed insti-
tution and running it into 
the ground for his personal 
gain.

Lori Lapin Jones filed 
a lawsuit in Brooklyn fed-
eral court late last month 
accusing Steven Zakheim 
of pulling the strings for 
Revival Home Health 
Care — the company that 
swooped down in a failed 
effort to save the Far Rock-
away hospital in December 
2011 — and funneling busi-
ness to other companies he 
owned while bleeding the 
institution dry.

Zakheim died earlier 
this month . The lawsuit 
identifies a dozen other in-
dividuals and corporate af-
filiates with the executive 
as defendants.

In 2005, the state De-
partment of Health refused 
to grant Zakheim a cer-
tificate he needed to run 
a medical company, citing 
a “cloud of Medicare or 
Medicaid fraud,” so when 
his wife Faye Zakheim pur-
chased Revival in 2005, the 
two had to sign an affidavit 
stating he would have no in-
volvement in the company.

Meanwhile, Peninsula 
found itself in a precarious 
financial position.

In 2011, it filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection with about $34 
million in assets and more 
than $70 million in liabili-
ties. As part of the court-or-
dered agreement, Revival 
would lay out an $8 million 
loan to help keep the strug-
gling institution afloat and 
appointed one of its execu-
tives, Todd Miller, as the 
hospital’s chief restructur-
ing officer.

Jones, a Great Neck, 
L.I., bankruptcy attorney 
who was appointed trustee 
in March 2012, however, 
claimed that it was Steven 
Zakheim all along running 
the hospital.

“Steven Zakheim con-

trolled the operations of 
Revival HHC and was a 
decision-maker at all times 
from 2005,” the lawsuit 
claimed.

In between the time 
Revival took over and Jones 
was appointed trustee, she 
claims, the private compa-
ny directed at least $1.3 mil-
lion in reimbursements to 
the “Zakheim enterprise,” 
expediting payments to 
these companies while oth-
ers had to wait.

Jones said Zakheim 
saw Peninsula’s buying 
power as a way to get more 
aggressive pricing for his 
other companies.

“The debtors would 
serve as potential sources 

of revenue and would also 
serve as lucrative sources 
of business and profit for 
the other enterprise busi-
ness lines,” she wrote.

While Revival and 
Jones battled in court over 
control of Peninsula, the 
Health Department essen-
tially sealed the hospital’s 
fate in February 2012 when 
it closed the lab, citing un-
tenable conditions .

The hospital closed its 
doors in April 2012.

Jones is suing for 
“damages in an amount to 
be determined at trial, but 
believed to be at least sev-
eral million dollars, plus 
punitive damages.”

The trustee appointed to oversee Peninsula Hospital’s bankruptcy is suing the for-profit health care 
company that managed the institution in its final days.

Peninsula trustee fi les suit
Lori Lapin Jones claims fraud and corruption doomed Far Rock hospital

Street named for Boyd 
in Cambria Heights

were ousted for overcharg-
ing bettors and pocket-
ing more than $8 million. 
Cuomo then established 
the NYRA Reorganization 
Board, placing the organi-
zation temporarily under 
public control with the goal 
of reforming it.

Addabbo addressed 
the newest concerns at a 
recent Community Board 
10 meeting.

Addabbo, a member of 
the Senate Racing, Gam-
ing & Wagering Commit-
tee, said the revenue from 
Resorts World Casino has 
saved the racetrack for the 
time being, but NYRA is 
still in significant “fiscal 
trouble.”

“They’re looking at a 
host of ideas,” he said. “One 
of them, as was mentioned, 
is the closing of Aqueduct. 
Do I think it happens to-
morrow? No. Do I think 
that NYRA concentrates on 
Saratoga and Belmont more 

than Aqueduct? Yes.”
Funds that were sup-

posed to be used at Aque-
duct for capital improve-
ments were not, Addabbo 
said.

The senator said that 
should the racetrack close, 
he would not approve any 
plans for its replacement 
unless they benefited the 
community.

“It has to be something 
that’s amenable to the com-
munity and its residents,” 
he said. “The racing is reve-
nue for the city and state. It 

creates jobs — something, 
for me, that is a priority.”

Addabbo said he has 
heard mention of replacing 
the racetrack with housing, 
something he will not nec-
essarily support.

“I have nothing against 
the need for housing, but we 
already have overcrowded 
schools,” he said. “We have 
an aging sewer system that 
can’t handle the floods and 
rain we already have. So 
development would be a 
concern.”

Continued on Page 34

Continued from Page 2

Aqueduct

Councilman Leroy Comrie (l.) helps Mother Margie Boyd and her 
daughter-in-law Lady Boyd pull the cover off the street sign. See 
more photos on Page 32. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY PHIL CORSO

The city Department 
of Education is inching 
along with a proposal to co-
locate a new school at Mar-
tin Van Buren High School 
next year despite the oppo-
sition coming from elected 
officials and community 
leaders.

Officials last gathered 
at the school in July to 
rally against the proposal, 
which would co-locate a 
new career and technical 
education early college and 
career high school within 
the same Queens Village 
school. The issue came to a 
head again this week after 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) renewed his push 
against any potential co-
location.

“One of the worst 
things that could happen 
to a school like Martin Van 
Buren is a co-location,” 
said Avella, one of the elect-
ed leaders in new Principal 
Sam Sochet’s corner. “The 

new leadership I helped 
install at the school has fi-
nally begun to turn things 
around. Now a co-location 
is threatening to divert the 
necessary resources that 
Martin Van Buren needs to 
continue to thrive.”

The DOE said the plan 
came on the heels of a 40 
percent drop in applications 
at Van Buren since 2010, ac-
cording to a spokesman. 
The co-location consider-
ation was created to offer 
parents with more options 
and allow students to ob-
tain a high school diploma 
and an associate degree as 
an intern outside the class-
room, the DOE said.

“Across the city, we’ve 
transformed the landscape 
with our new school options 
— and we’ve been nation-
ally recognized by Presi-
dent Obama for our vision-
ary offerings,” said DOE 
spokesman Devon Puglia. 
“We’re delivering an in-
credible new early college 
and career technical educa-

tion school for this commu-
nity, one of only a handful 
from around the city. This 
will be a special new op-
tion that will deliver great 
outcomes for children, and 
we’re confident it will be in 

very high demand.”
Avella called on the 

DOE to nix the co-location 
proposal and give the school 
more time to thrive on its 
own. He and other officials 
said the school was just 

gaining momentum under 
the guidance of Sochet, who 
was working on restoring 
Van Buren’s below-average 
progress report grades.

Earlier this year, the 
principal stood with Avella 

and other northeast Queens 
leaders to introduce a new 
partnership he helped facil-
itate with North Shore-LIJ 
to bring a pre-med program 
to Van Buren students.

“There is no reason 
that instead of installing a 
new school, these programs 
cannot be incorporated 
into the Martin Van Buren 
curriculum,” Avella said. 
“Principal Sochet should 
be given every opportunity 
to restore the school to its 
former eminence.”

Martin Van Buren 
High School recently cel-
ebrated more than $4 mil-
lion in federal School Im-
provement grant money 
after being selected as one 
of 22 schools citywide. The 
state set aside a total of 
$74.2 million to be doled 
out to the schools over the 
next three years, $4,341,030 
of which will go directly to 
Van Buren to be used at the 
school’s discretion.

United Federation of Teachers representative Washington Sanchez (c.) stands with City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (l.) and state Sen. Tony Avella (r.) to urge the city Education Department to leave Martin 
Van Buren High School alone so it can continue working on improving its progress report standing.

DOE moves forward with Van Buren co-location
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Curtail number of political fl iers, calls

O
ver the last month 
I have received 
more than 100 fli-
ers in the mail and 

what seemed like an equal 
number of calls regarding 
New York City primary 
elections. In the five mail 
delivery days before the 
primary, I counted 38 fli-
ers, which I had saved for 
recycling. This does not 
take into account the end-
less TV commercials.

I recently read that 
most of the young people 

who move to New York do 
not bother to register to 
vote, and only 10 percent of 
New Yorkers vote in prima-
ries. Most of them are wom-
en, older, affluent or edu-
cated and candidates are 
persistent in their efforts 
to contact these dependable 
voters. We are inundated 
with junk mail and phone 
calls.

This turns us off and 
does not do a thing to help 
candidates get elected. If 
we are interested enough 

to vote, we have probably 
already investigated the 
candidates and made our 
decisions. After a while, I 
do not answer the phone 
and throw all the fliers in 
the trash. I cannot convey 
how annoying this is.

The huge amount of 
money being spent nation-
wide makes me wonder 
what a political office actu-
ally offers to those who are 
focused on getting elected. 
There must be many un-
known rewards and perks 

because it is doubtful they 
all have altruistic reasons 
for running.

We need to put limits 
on election spending. Just 
think of the good that could 
be done with the billions 
of dollars wasted on cam-
paigning in the city and 
across the nation.

Linda Imhauser
Whitestone

TRANSIT TRIUMPHS
Queens is finally coming up on the MTA’s radar.
Flushing’s Long Island Rail Road station, an embar-

rassing blight on the vibrant downtown area, is on track 
to get elevators to take riders up to the elevated platforms 
above. The only way to reach the platforms now is to climb 
two steep staircases on each side of the station, which 
means handicapped riders are out of luck along with many 
elderly people.

And the stairs to the Manhattan-bound platform rise 
up out of 40th Road, which is dark at night, icy in the winter 
and littered with trash much of the time. Once the intrepid 
commuter reaches the platform, the only shelter from the 
elements is a dank urban lean-to without any seating.

Time for an upgrade even if it means the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority must seize a privately owned 
building on Main Street to install the elevators. A food 
stall under the station has already closed.

Flushing is the fourth-largest economic center in the 
city with a Third World railroad hub, which defies logic. 
The MTA must be listening at last after years of unan-
swered pleas from Flushing elected officials and commu-
nity activists for a respectable station.

The MTA has made some innovative moves with its 
buses to accommodate visitors to Queens as well as resi-
dents.

The new Q70 Select Bus is whisking passengers from 
the Woodside LIRR- subway station to LaGuardia Airport 
in as little as 15 minutes with a stop at the Roosevelt-Jack-
son Heights station along the way. A skeptical TimesLedger 
Newspapers reporter clocked the time in a trip last week.

The MTA says the ride from Manhattan using the No. 
7 train and the new bus should take an astounding 35 min-
utes (if the 7 isn’t slowed down by signal problems).

In booming Astoria and Long Island City, the MTA 
has boosted morning rush hour bus service by 20 percent 
on the Q103. The bus will also make it easier for visitors to 
reach Socrates Sculpture Park, the Noguchi Museum and 
Queensbridge Park, some of the borough’s crown jewels.

Over in Ozone Park, the MTA has almost completed 
design plans for an overhaul of the elevated Lefferts Boule-
vard subway station, which will get two 24-hour elevators 
to make it ADA-compliant.

Queens is on a roll at last. Once these projects are com-
pleted, next on the agenda should be the mother of all chal-
lenges: faster north/south bus service in the borough.
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Council biased in favor of Willets development
A 

recent TimesLedger 
Newspapers article 
(“Parking permit is 
crux of Willets Point 

redux,” Sept. 6-12) mentions 
a public hearing held Sept. 
3 by the City Council Sub-
committee on Zoning and 
Franchises. The article fo-
cussed on the developers’ 
decision to seek a special 
permit for parking at Wil-
lets Point, but omitted oth-
er newsworthy aspects of 
the hearing.

At issue was the ap-
plication of developers 
Sterling/Related which, if 
approved by the Council, 
would result in a 1.4 million 
square foot Willets West 
mall being constructed on 
Queens parkland, Willets 
Point property worth more 
than $200 million gifted to 
Sterling/Related for just $1, 
an additional $99 million 
grant of taxpayer funds to 

Sterling/Related, no con-
tractual obligation to con-
struct new Van Wyck Ex-
pressway access ramps and 
no clear path to construct 
any housing — among 
many abrogations of prom-
ises made in 2008.

At the hearing, public 
testifiers opposed to the 
Sterling/Related applica-
tion outnumbered those in 
favor. Testifiers in opposi-
tion included the Queens 
Civic Congress, represent-
ing more than 100 Queens 
civic associations; individ-
ual community organiza-
tions, including the Jack-
son Heights Beautification 
Group and the Auburndale 
Improvement Association; 
the Property Rights Foun-
dation of America, whose 
president traveled from 
Albany to testify; and New 
York City Park Advocates, 
among others.

Testifiers presented 
the reasons why construct-
ing a mall on mapped 
parkland is illegal, and 
their written demand that 
the Council’s General 
Counsel provide a formal 
legal opinion to all Coun-
cil members before they 
consider this application; 
explained how the present 
plan of Sterling/Related 
prioritizes constructing a 
mall while not delivering 
benefits touted during 2008 
or making them suscep-
tible to contractual escape 
clauses; summarized the 
severe, unavoidable traf-
fic effects to be generated 
by the Sterling/Related 
plan — especially since the 
huge mall would open with 
no new Van Wyck ramps; 
and recounted how a three-
year investigation by the 
state attorney general has 
determined that city Eco-

nomic Development Corp. 
and Claire Shulman’s local 
development corporation il-
legally lobbied for approval 
of the Willets Point develop-
ment.

And yet the develop-
ment not only proceeds 
despite such illegality, but 
is awarded to Sterling, 
owned by the owners of 
the New York Mets. They 
are premier financiers of 
Shulman’s development 
corporation as it illegally 
lobbied.

The circumstances 
of the hearing were also 
newsworthy. With mini-
mal advance notice, it was 
scheduled for 9:30 a.m. the 
morning after Labor Day, 
when many people were 
away for the holiday. The 
subcommittee consists of 
10 Council members, but 
less than half of them were 
present for the Willets Point 

portion of the hearing. The 
Council only published no-
tice of the hearing on its 
website the prior Thursday, 
with Friday being the sole 
business day between the 
notice and the hearing.

Subcommittee Chair-
man Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
then slashed the time per 
public speaker to two min-
utes and prohibited Willets 
Point United from showing 
its PowerPoint presenta-
tion at the hearing — even 
though it would have taken 
no more time to do so than 
the combined testimonies 
of people who would have 
ceded their time.

All of this demon-
strates the Council’s con-
tempt for public comment 
about Sterling/Related’s 
proposed Willets West 
mall/Willets Point develop-
ment. Land Use Chairman 

Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) and Weprin 
should be ashamed of them-
selves.

These latest examples 
of bias come a year after the 
mayor’s office and EDC se-
lected Sterling/Related and 
their plan to expand the de-
velopment from 62 to 108.9 
acres, including putting a 
shopping mall on parkland 
in a private process that 
shut out the Queens-based 
Willets Point Advisory 
Committee from participa-
tion, contrary to multiple 
written promises.

The fix appears to be 
in. Let the Council now 
show us otherwise.

Gerald Antonacci
Willets Point United Inc.

Willets Point

Take hint from Far East airports

I
n view of the increased 
jet noise over the New 
York metro area, I 
thought your readers 

might be interested in how 
several large cities in Asia 
have dealt with this prob-
lem.

For decades, Hong 
Kong had a downtown air-
port, Kai Tak, that was like 
LaGuardia Airport: situat-
ed in the heart of a densely 
populated area (Kowloon) 
with jetliners roaring in 
nonstop over the tops of 
apartment and office build-
ings.

Eventually, Hong Kong 
decided enough was enough 
and built a huge, new air-
port on landfill on one of 
Hong Kong’s outer islands, 
Lantau. Then Kai Tak was 
closed. It is a good distance 
from the new airport to the 
main parts of Hong Kong, 
but the people of Kowloon 
and central Hong Kong are 
no longer bombarded by 
incessant jet noise and the 

ever-present risk of an air-
line crash.

Moreover, visitors 
to Hong Kong go through 
a new airport, a more at-
tractive gateway than the 
rundown Kai Tak. I went 
through the new airport 
last year and was im-
pressed — remarkable that 
someone can be impressed 
by an airport, but that was 
my feeling.

Here is the kicker: It 
was done in six years.

Osaka, Japan, also cre-
ated an island for a new air-
port away from central Osa-
ka, thus sparing residents 
the noise and air pollution 
from increased jet traffic. 
This project was also ac-
complished quickly. Tokyo 
put a new airport, Narita, 
outside the main city more 
than 30 years ago.

In Singapore, a new 
airport was built at Changi 
Point, about as far from 
downtown Singapore as 
you can get. It is also right 

on the water.
New York City is on the 

water and there are many 
possible offshore locations 
for a new airport, from San-
dy Hook to the Rockaways.

A number of years ago 
an offshore airport was 
proposed for New York and 
New Jersey, but the propos-
al never got traction. Per-
haps it is time for our local 
officials, the Port Authori-
ty and the Federal Aviation 
Administration to take an-
other look at this idea.

Construction of an off-
shore airport with under-
ground high-speed rail or 
highway links would pro-
vide large numbers of jobs 
and related economic de-
velopment. We could expect 
even more travelers and 
less noise and air pollution 
over Queens, Brooklyn, the 
Bronx and New Jersey.

Peter Rutledge
Bayside

Say no to Willets shopping mall

T
here are many rea-
sons for the City 
Council to reject the 
application of Ster-

ling Equities and Related 
Cos., which seeks to amend 
the 2008 approved Willets 
Point plan.

The amendment that 
seeks to build a parking 
lot at Willets Point is a ploy 
to sneak through the back 
door a transfer of the Citi 
Field parking lots to allow 
construction on the vacat-
ed lots a 1.4-million-square-
foot shopping mall. This is 
without a Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure and 
replacing parkland, since 
Citi Field is on land that is 
part of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. Affordable 
housing will not be built 
until 2015, if ever.

At the top of the list 
of deceptions that have ac-

companied the application 
is the claim for requiring a 
prioritized Citi Field shop-
ping mall as a financial 
engine to generate enough 
funds with which to con-
struct the original Willets 
Point plan, suggesting that 
without it the original plan 
cannot be accomplished.

Ignoring its specula-
tion, it is untrue and a ploy 
to have the mall, which is 
what the application is all 
about. Related Cos. are the 
developers of the $20 billion 
development underway 
over the Hudson Yards in 
Manhattan. The claim that 
these multibillion-dollar 
companies — which are be-
ing given the Willets Point 
land the city has acquired 
for hundreds of millions of 
dollars and more in the fu-
ture for $1 and a subsidy of 
$99 million — do not have 

the financial wherewithal 
to build Willets Point with-
out a huge shopping mall 
is an in insult unworthy of 
belief and a reason to reject 
the application.

The original Willets 
Point plan approved by 
the Council in 2008 is one 
thing. A deceptive huge 
shopping mall is something 
different and unacceptable. 
It remains to be seen if the 
word from the Council is 
that its constituents are 
not just billionaire real es-
tate moguls but the little 
people, the poor, the middle 
class and small businesses, 
which are the backbone of 
an urban society and reject 
the application.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing
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E
very two years, ma-
jor and minor politi-
cal parties focus on 
county conventions 

for the purpose of electing 
county officers to run the 
county party during the 
next two-year period.

This procedure is 
also done at the state level 
to elect state leaders. New 
York state election law di-
rects that these conventions 
be held. The delegates who 
attend these functions with 
voting privileges are mem-
bers of the county commit-
tee, which will be elected 
during party primary elec-

tions in September.
In the case of the Dem-

ocratic and Conservative 
parties, these conventions 
are held in even years. The 
county Republican Party 
holds its convention in odd-
number years. That being 
the case, 2013 is the year 
for the Queens Republican 
convention.

For years there has 
been party strife in the 
Queens Republican Party. 
It has been a long, internal 
party battle that has been 
going on periodically since 
the 1980s.

The present chairman 
is Phil Ragusa, who has 
served for the last six years 
as county leader. He has 
been challenged every two 
years by insurgents seek-
ing to take over the county 
organization. Ragusa and 
his county officers have 
won re-election by a sig-

nificant majority each time 
they were challenged.

This year promises to 
be no different, since the in-
surgents are putting forth a 
major effort to take over the 
Republican county orga-
nization. As in past years, 
though, it has been shown 
that Ragusa has strong 
support from the county 
committee, as it has elected 
him every two years since 
he became leader.

Ragusa has served 
in the Queens Republican 
Party most of his life. He 
has been a club chairman, 
district leader, county 
treasurer and county vice 
chairman.

Two years ago there 
were rumors that former 
U.S. Rep. Robert Turner 
would challenge Ragusa, 
but it never materialized.

It would be beneficial 
to the Queens Republican 

Party if the regular organi-
zation and the insurgents 
could work out a compro-
mise solution and end the 
strife, but at this particu-
lar time that does not seem 
possible.

After the last several 
county conventions, there 
were court challenges from 
both sides. In all these 
cases, the courts upheld 
Ragusa and the regular or-
ganization.

Looking at the big pic-
ture, these party conflicts 

have caused damage to 
the Republican chances of 
electing candidates to pub-
lic office. In recent years, 
the Queens Democratic 
Party has been united at 
the county level, which has 
been a benefit to its candi-
dates for public office.

Hopefully, the Queens 
Republican Party will 
emerge stronger next year 
when there will be state of-
fices up for election.

It will be helpful to the 
Queens political system if 

more residents of our bor-
ough would become active 
in politics by joining politi-
cal clubs, running for pub-
lic office and working for 
candidates during politi-
cal campaigns. The more 
citizens show an interest 
in local politics, the more it 
strengthens our democratic 
electoral system.

The last time the Dem-
ocratic Party had a large 
internal fight occurred in 
1961, and it involved the en-
tire city. Hopefully, in the 
future internal political 
party warfare can be kept 
to a minimum.

For politics to work 
well in a democratic soci-
ety, there has to be a sig-
nificant amount of citizen 
involvement. We need a lot 
more interest by the people 
in our system if our system 
is to improve.

Boro Dems have avoided internal strife seen in GOP

Council cares only for Flushing Meadows development 

D
ecades ago, when 
I became involved 
with civic work, 
there seemed to be 

the philosophy that park-
land was a sacred trust held 
for the use of the people of a 
community. Now it seems 
the city is willing to give 
away parkland to private 
developers in the name of 
economic development.

It started with Mayor 
David Dinkins giving the 
United States Tennis As-
sociation acres of land to 
build a complex in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. The 
talk then was of the pres-
tige of having the famed 
USTA in Queens. Some of 
us talked about the loss of 

parkland and the fact that 
the USTA had its offices in 
Westchester County.

A recent campaign 
pushed for the USTA to get 
a small amount of park-
land so it could rebuild its 
stadiums. The fact that 
two groups also wanted 
parkland did not stop the 
process. Even statements 
by state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) that the USTA 
could have reconfigured 
the development so as not 
to take land and move or 
cut down 400 trees did not 
deter the giveaway.

The only good thing 
which came out of the 
votes by the City Planning 
Commission and the City 
Council was the fact that 
the USTA agreed to give 
$10 million to maintain the 
park and be in contact with 
the surrounding communi-
ty. The city gives little mon-
ey for park maintenance in 
Queens. Any money paid 
to the city by vendors who 

use our parks goes into the 
general city coffers but not 
necessarily for park main-
tenance.

The Council is holding 
hearings on the proposed 
Willets Point West Mall, 
which would use the park-
ing lot adjacent to Citi Field. 
This land was originally 
parkland, but was leased 
to the New York Mets’ own-
ers to be used as a parking 
lot for baseball fans. Now 
the Mets owners want to 
build this large mall for 
private economic develop-

ment. If this parkland was 
not needed by the baseball 
team, then it should have 
been repurposed and used 
by the community people 
who come here to play and 
relax.

Fighting this “give-
away” was the Queens 
Civic Congress, the Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
Conservancy, the Fairness 
Coalition of Queens, Save 
Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park, New York City 
Parks Advocates and other 
groups. As in the case of the 

land given to the USTA, the 
Council also voted to give 
this land away.

The Queens Civic 
Council, an umbrella orga-
nization of about 100 civic 
associations in Queens, 
testified that if this mall 
is built, it will harm many 
small mom-and-pop stores 
in surrounding communi-
ties as well as struggling 
malls in other parts of 
Queens.

Another land give-
away proposal for the park 
is to build a soccer stadium. 

This idea may or may not 
have been shelved. There 
has been opposition to this 
proposal. One will have to 
watch carefully to see if it 
resurfaces.

Willets Point, also 
called the Iron Triangle, is 
a desolate area is just north 
of the park and was neglect-
ed by the city for decades. 
The city is pressuring the 
auto junk dealers there to 
sell and move away so pri-
vate developers can build 
here using the threat of 
eminent domain.

Ironically, I saw the 
repeat of a TV show which 
tells how concerned people 
had to fight to prevent de-
velopers from destroying 
the natural beauty of Yel-
lowstone National Park 
and other western natural 
areas. In those days, Con-
gress had been like the 
Council in being willing 
to give away the people’s 
parks to developers.

COLUMNS

For years there has been strife in the 
Queens Republican Party. It has been 
a long, internal battle that has been 

going on periodically since the 1980s.

A rendering shows what Willets West may look like. Image courtesy mayor’s office

Bob
Harris

■

William
Lewis

■
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A
lthough Queens res-
idents of all stripes 
are guilty of litter-
ing or dumping in 

Jamaica Bay, Hindu reli-
gious rites get some blame 
for some of the more visible 
debris. The Hindu rite of 
Ganga Pooja involves mak-
ing an offering into a body 
of water as a way of cleans-
ing one’s sins.

Unfortunately, not all 
of these materials used in 
the offerings are biodegrad-
able. Fabric outfits, plastic 
idols (murthis), aluminum 
pans and Styrofoam wash 
up on the beaches and na-
ture preserves along Rock-
away’s coastline. On Aug. 

31, a group of conservation-
minded Hindus, in conjunc-
tion with the Rockaway Wa-
terfront Alliance, decided 
to pitch in by cleaning up 
the Dubos Point Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Rockaway.

The religious basis for 
the practice of Ganga Pooja 
is in the Bhagavad Purana, 
one of Hinduism’s sacred 
texts. The pooja (rite) usu-
ally involves a ceremony 
in the home or temple and 
all items used in the cer-
emony must be disposed in 
a body of water. In India, 
the Ganges River is one of 
the more famed spots for 
Ganga Pooja. The ultimate 
goal of cleansing one’s sin 
through this rite is moksha 
— in Buddhism, nirvana 
— which is the ultimate 
liberation from the cycle of 
death and rebirth.

Buddhism, Jainism 
and Hinduism are based on 
the belief that life inherent-
ly involves suffering and 

thus securing release from 
this cycle is the ultimate 
spiritual goal.

Sadhana: A Coalition 
of Progressive Hindus is 
an advocacy group based 
around the city that tries 
to advocate a socially con-
scious, progressive agen-
da, focusing on inserting 
tolerance, inclusiveness, 
non-violence (ahimsa) and 
faith in action (sadhana) 
into Hindu and interfaith 
discourse. As such, activi-
ties such as beach cleanups 
promote awareness of the 
moral imperative to care 
for the environment and 
promote greener practices 
in worship.

In response to the 
problem of debris at local 
beaches, Sadhana launched 
an environmental initiative 
known as Project Prithvi.

As Sadhana founding 
member Aminta Kilawan 
explained, Project Prithvi 
“aims to protect both tradi-

tion and the environment 
in a way that benefits soci-
ety at large.”

Kilawan further noted 
that the Hindu notion of 
non-violence extends to all 
living things, including the 
environment.

Efforts to establish a 
designated site for religious 
rites has been met with si-
lence from the city Parks 
Department, and Kilawan 
said that “in the past, city 
parks officials have been 
quick to close off the beach, 
post signs and even issue 
fines to put a stop to any 
water offerings.”

She pointed out that 
this leads Hindus to dispose 

of the materials secretly 
in Jamaica Bay, which is 
close to Richmond Hill and 
Ozone Park.

Kilawan suggests that 
the best solution to accom-
modate religious commu-
nities would be to allow 
temples or organizations 
such as Sadhana to adopt 
a beach site, which would 
enable these groups to keep 
stewardship over that area.

Other measures in-
volve a switch to murthis 
made of clay or sand, which 
Kilawan said “would only 
be possible with the sup-
port of local Hindu leaders 
and their respective con-
gregations.”

Traditionally, the clay 
murthis would melt away 
in the water. The current 
murthis made of plastic 
inevitably break and shat-
ter when disposed, which 
pollutes the bay and disre-
spects the religious icon.

Sadhana next plans to 
do a beach cleanup in con-
junction with the Ameri-
can Littoral Society, near 
the Joseph P. Addabbo 
Bridge in Jamaica Bay off 
Cross Bay Boulevard Sept. 
21 at 10 a.m.

Vijay Sookai, a student 
at Townsend Harris High 
School, served as the link 
between the two groups 
and has worked on Sad-
hana’s Project Prithvi for 
more than a year. Those 
who wish to get involved 
can contact Kilawan at ack-
ilawan@gmail.com. Kila-
wan will be serving as the 
beach captain for that ef-
fort and the group plans to 
tally pooja-related debris.

B
ack in 1987, more 
than a quarter cen-
tury ago, an outspo-
ken and opinionated 

third-term mayor was not 
only wearing out his wel-
come, but also evoking the 
ire of African Americans.

Every week the edito-
rial on the front page of the 
largest African-American 
weekly newspaper, the Am-
sterdam News, ran under 
the headline “Koch Must 
Resign.”

During that ill-fated 
third term, there were a few 
corruption scandals swirl-
ing around Edward I. Koch, 
the gay community was in-
censed with his AIDS poli-
cies and the African-Amer-
ican community was upset 

with his handling of a few 
racial incidents.

No one, it seemed, 
blamed the third-term may-
or for the high murder rate 
or the crumbling schools, 
but like a guest who over-
stays their welcome, the cit-
izens of New York were tir-
ing of a man whose middle 
initial was also his favorite 
pronoun.

Fast forward to today. 
Now we have the final 120 
days of New York’s next 
three-term mayor, and the 
curse of the third term 
seems to be plaguing Mi-
chael Bloomberg as well 
— but for different reasons 
than Koch.

Bloomberg’s success-
ful crime-reducing policies, 
which have arguably saved 
more than 1,000 lives a year 
when compared to 1990s 
murder rates, have come 
under assault because 
many think that success 
has been accomplished at 
too great a cost to civil lib-

erties.
That this coalescing of 

anger at stop-and-frisk is 
occurring during an elec-
tion year, with a lame duck 
mayor, is probably not coin-
cidental.

On top of that, the 
daily barrage of candidates 
bashing the mayor’s poli-
cies on homelessness, sick 
leave, a living wage and 
other 99 percent concerns 

has tarnished the generally 
warm glow that has bathed 
the Bloomberg era.

More than four years 
ago, in 2008, Bloomberg 
was riding high and even 
being mentioned as presi-
dential material. His two 
terms of strong fiscal stew-
ardship, public safety suc-
cess and public health and 
environmental innovations 
made him the most popular 

mayor in recent memory.
Like an athlete retir-

ing after a championship 
season, Bloomberg had the 
opportunity to exit the city 
stage on a high note.

It is hard to under-
stand what motivated 
Bloomberg to want another 
term. Perhaps he thought 
he was indispensable in the 
face of a crippling economic 
recession or, just as likely, 
he didn’t know what to do 
next and the limelight of 
New York’s mayoralty was 
difficult to relinquish.

His willing companion 
in the reversal of term lim-
its, City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), was coming off an 
embarrassing slush fund 
scandal and she knew that 
she needed four more years 
as speaker to rehabilitate 
her reputation before she 
ran for mayor.

What neither Quinn 
nor Bloomberg counted on 
was a populace weary of 

a mayor who, despite his 
confidence-inspiring com-
petence, cast an imposing 
shadow on many areas of 
life, including soft drink 
consumption and hundreds 
of thousands of street stops 
of minority youth by po-
lice.

The curse of the third 
term was probably unavoid-
able. It ultimately defeated 
Koch and Bloomberg’s lega-
cy and reputation may have 
been greater if he hung up 
his spikes after eight years.

Then again, if 
Bloomberg were on the bal-
lot this November, he’d still 
be a pretty safe bet to win a 
fourth term.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Hindus clean up Rockaway sanctuary after water rites

Third term curse fi rst haunted Koch, now Bloomberg

New Voices

The Hindu notion of non-violence 
(ahimsa) extends to all living things, 

including the environment.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg is joined by former Mayor Ed Koch in 
Forest Hills.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A 13-year-old boy who 

suffered minor injuries in 
a horrific Maspeth car ac-
cident last week when an 
SUV jumped the curb and 
struck five students died 
Saturday, according to a 
hospital spokeswoman.

Some media outlets re-
ported that the boy, Michael 
Gomez, died of an asthma 
attack, but a spokeswoman 
for the city medical exam-
iner could only say that the 
death at Elmhurst Hospital  
was being investigated.

 A spokeswoman for 
the hospital said the boy 
who died was being treat-
ed for minor injuries. The 
hospital had no comment 
on the circumstances sur-
rounding his death.

A 40-year-old driver 
was attempting to park his 
SUV in front of a deli at the 
corner of Grand and 71st 
streets last Thursday, the 
NYPD said. The driver ac-

cidentally hit the gas pedal 
instead of the brake pedal, 
police said. The driver 
jumped the curb onto the 
sidewalk and rammed into 
several IS 73 students be-
fore finally hitting the wall 
of the deli, according to po-
lice.

Three girls and two 
boys were injured, some 
more seriously than others, 
and taken to the hospital, 
police said.

The driver stayed at 
the scene and no charges 
have been filed, police said.

A group of parents 
whose children attend 
the nearby schools gath-
ered near the accident site 
Monday to meet with City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and Dalila Hall, the Queens 
commissioner for the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

The parents com-
plained about a lack of traf-
fic lights and clear signage 

in the area as well as driv-
ers who speed. They also 
said parents double- or tri-
ple-park while picking up 
or dropping off children.

“It’s not just kids being 
kids,” Maryann Johnson, 
the PTA president of PS 58, 
said. “It’s drivers being bad 
drivers.”

Johnson said drivers 
need to be aware that there 
are three schools — PS 53, 
IS 73 and Maspeth High 
School — within six blocks.

Parents described a 
“sea of kids” that floods the 
neighborhood in the morn-
ing and afternoons when 
children are on their way 

to and from school.
“The rules need to be 

enforced,” Johnson said. 
“Drivers should slow down 
and be more respectful.”

She said children in 
the local schools participate 
in a classroom education 
program offered through 
the American Automo-

bile Association. Students 
learn about the importance 
of wearing seatbelts and 
safely crossing the street.

“We need something 
similar for parents,” she 
said.

Hall said she met 
with the parents to listen 
to their concerns. She said 
she would bring their con-
cerns back to engineers 
at the DOT to implement 
traffic-calming measures. 
While some changes are 
long-term projects, she said 
some may be implemented 
as early as this fall.

Crowley said it was 
important to bring parents 
into the discussion about 
traffic safety because they 
travel those streets every 
day.

“They are the ones 
who see what happens,” she 
said.

One goal of hers, she 
said, was to turn the six-
block span into a slow zone.

Surveillance footage shows an accident that occurred last week in which a driver hit five children 
walking to school. Photo by Joe Anuta

Student dies in hospital after Maspeth car crash

“Perspectives In Bereavement/Charting One’s Path To Recovery”
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 
Nearly a month after a 

fire in a multi-family South 
Jamaica house took the life 
of a famed furniture de-
signer, the living situation 
of one family whose apart-
ment was in the basement 
of the building remains 
somewhat in limbo.

The family of three 
currently is staying in the 
Bronx but hoping to return 
to Queens.

Naomi Ebouki, 20, and 
her younger brother must 
now commute about two 
hours each way to school 
in Bayside from their fam-
ily’s temporary apartment 
near Hunts Point. Before 
the fire, the trip would have 
taken her under an hour, 
she said.

“We are both taking 
two buses and one train,” 
Ebouki said, describing her 
route of the No. 6 train to 
the Q44 bus, which travels 
from the Bronx to Queens, 
and then the Q27 bus from 

downtown Flushing to get 
to class at Queensborough 
Community College, where 
she is studying business ad-
ministration. Her brother 
is a senior at Bayside High 
School.

A vacate order has been 
in effect at the 157th Street 
home where they had lived 
until soon after Aug 20, 
when 83-year-old Charles 
Pollock was found dead in-
side his ground-floor stu-
dio. The Fire Department 
determined the blaze began 
with a cooking accident in 

his apartment, a spokes-
man said last month.

  The house, which had 
been OK’d as a two-family 
residence, had been ille-
gally subdivided into four 
units, according to the city 
Department of Buildings.

Ebouki said the family 
was told it could take three 
to six months for the city 
to find somewhere else for 
them to live in Queens.

And if they were al-
lowed to return to the South 
Jamaica home eventually, 
her mother Mary Kayulu 

is concerned about stay-
ing on the ground floor of 
the home, where Pollock’s 
apartment is being com-
bined with another unit.

“My mom was saying 
she doesn’t want to live 
there anymore because she 
doesn’t want to have night-
mares,” Ebouki said, say-
ing Kayulu did not realize 
until later that she heard 
Pollock trying to escape the 
blaze. “She can’t stop think-
ing about it.”

Residents watch as police investigate the fatal fire in South Jamaica last month.

S. Jam family seeks to return home after blaze

Give new life
to old plastic.
Recycle everything.
Call 311 or visit nyc.gov to learn more

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 20-26, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
19

TL

As the leaves on the 
tree lines surrounding 
backyards in the north-
east turn to the colors 
of autumn and eventu-
ally bare their limbs 
completely, some lov-
ers of the outdoors pack 
away all signs of patio 
life while others con-
tinue on, fully prepared 
for the change of season, 
and even beyond season 
three into the colder win-
ter months.  These folks 
have recognized the 
availability of an array 
of multi-seasonal hard-
scape products that can 
warm your bones and 
your soul right in your 
own backyard.  The prod-
ucts, which fall under 
the category referred to 
as “outdoor living room” 
components and range 
from fire pits to outdoor 
fireplaces; grill islands to 
fully functional, open-air 
kitchens and pizza ovens; 
and pergolas to roofed 
pavilions; are available 
from leading manufac-
turers of hardscape prod-
ucts.

“This trend began well 
over a decade ago when 
we introduced a fire pit 
made of manufactured 
wallstones as a viable ac-
cessory to the patio and/
or backyard landscape,” 
according to Charles 
H. Gamarekian, Chair-
man/CEO of Cambridge 
Pavers Inc, makers of 
Cambridge Pavingstones 
with ArmorTec®, Cam-
bridge Wallstones and 
a comprehensive line of 
outdoor living room com-
ponents in pre-packaged 
kits and ready-to-enjoy, 
fully-assembled com-
ponents,  Homeowners 

soon found themselves 
blowing leaves off their 
patios and even shovel-
ing a path to reach the 
pit where families could 
sit warming their hands 
and faces in the crisp 
evening air.  “The evolu-
tion continued,” added 
Gamarekian, “as con-
sumers traded their old 
barbeques for outdoor 
kitchens with high-end 
features such as 75,000-
BTU burners, rotisser-
ies, built-in stainless 
steel sinks and refrigera-
tors as well as luxurious 
granite counter tops.” 

Cambridge not only 

makes several outdoor 
kitchens complete with 
those amenities but also 
has models of outdoor 
pizza ovens that offer an 
alternative to driving to 
your local pizza restau-
rant for a take-out when 
appetites are high and 
temperatures are low.  
With one of these outdoor 
living room components, 
you can bake traditional 
Italian pizza pies, open-
faced baguette pizzas, 
homemade breads and a 
variety of other dishes 
in your own backyard 
— all with authentic old 
world flavor.  The Cam-

bridge pre-packaged and 
fully assembled pizza ov-
ens come complete with 
a built-in firewood box 
and a professional qual-
ity Care & Cooking Pack-
age.  Finishing touches 
include a cast stone sur-
round in bluestone or 
chestnut color.

Hard core lovers of 
the outdoors will be add-
ing a fire table for fam-
ily and friends to sit 
around — a new item 

being introduced soon 
by Cambridge.  Because 
the items mentioned are 
either delivered fully as-
sembled or are provided 
in easy to build kits, you 
can also add any of them 
incrementally to your 
patio, in phases, as years 
go by.  Consider tucking 
one of these or a fireplace 
under a pergola or pavil-
ion, also available in kit 
form from Cambridge 
and you’ll be ready for 

an Indian summer patio 
party, Thanksgiving din-
ner in the great outdoors, 
and maybe a snow-flaked 
soirée.  If it is feasible, 
position your fireplace so 
the fire can be seen from 
inside your home as well 
for a strikingly beautiful 
bonus effect.

For additional in-
formation, visit cam-
bridgepavers.com or a 
nearby authorized Cam-
bridge distributor.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS HAVE CREATED A WARM 
SPOT FOR PATIO FANATICS DURING COOLER MONTHS
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Work has already be-
gun to build 314 apartment 
units on top of the Rego 
Center shopping mall in 
Rego Park.

An application submit-
ted by Manhattan-based 
Vornado Realty Trust to 
construct the 24-story addi-
tion was approved in June, 
according to documents 
filed with the city Depart-
ment of Buildings.

The addition would be 
288 feet high and will be 
designed by the New York 
firm SLCE Architects, re-
cords show.

The new development 
will not include enclosed 
parking space, according 
to the records. The mall 
already has a parking deck 
and the Rego Park Mall, 
in front of the center, has 
a four-level parking ga-
rage. The apartment piece, 
which was included in the 
original plans for the shop-
ping center, is considered 
Phase 2 of the center’s de-
velopment.

Vornado Realty Trust 
first opened the shopping 
complex, at 61-35 Junction 
Blvd., in 2010. While com-
munity members were ini-
tially concerned about traf-
fic congestion in the area, 
the center was a welcome 
addition to the neighbor-
hood because it brought the 
promise of jobs.

But congestion is 

again a concern, accord-
ing to Community Board 
6 District Manager Frank 
Galluscio. He said he has 
received calls from com-
munity members about the 
construction.

“It’s a major concern 
for everybody,” he said. “We 
have to monitor that closely 
from a traffic and law en-
forcement stand point, to 
make sure that things flow 
around the area.”

Galluscio also said 
there is some concern 
among board members 
about the lack of library ac-
cess in the area. The Rego 
Park branch of the Queens 
Library, on 63rd Drive, 
requires patrons to cross 
Queens Boulevard to use 
it. The Lefrak City branch 
is on the other side of the 
Long Island Expressway.

He said board mem-
bers would carefully watch 

the new development so 
they will be aware of both 
traffic and other quality-of-
life issues.

In late 2010, Vornado 
had proposed building a 
multi-use facility across 
the street from the mall 
that would include three 
floors of retail stores, resi-
dential housing and even a 
public school. At the time 
the company said it would 
not break ground for at 
least four or five years.

But, Galluscio said, 
the board has not heard 
any new details about that 
proposal.

Vornado Realty Trust 
declined to comment about 
the new development.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Construction has begun to build 314 apartment units on top of the 
Rego Center shopping plaza.

24 fl oors to be added 
on top of Rego Center

Bay Terrace
Shopping Cntr.

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

ADOPT
A PET

CATS IN THE CRADLE & NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

212-45 26th Avenue • Bayside, NY
SUN SEPT 22 • 12PM – 5PM

For the first time since 1922 on the 
south shore of Nassau County, Long 
Island, a water taxi and tour boat has 
opened offering a variety of cruises, 
tours and a shuttle service between 
the communities of Freeport and bar-
rier Islands (Point Lookout, Lido Beach 
and Long Beach). Freeport Water Taxi 
& Tours, a concept conceived on a plat-
form of no drinking and driving, is the 
brainchild of its owner Rick Cohen, a 
local charter boat Captain. Two years 
prior to its opening while watching an 
endless line of cars pouring onto the 
Nautical Mile in Freeport, Rick decided 
that there had to be a better way. In his 
mind, the more cars coming onto the 
Mile for its top notch offering of res-
taurants, bars and clubs, the more the 
potential for a drinking and driving 
incident.  The answer seemed simple; 
bring folks to Freeport’s Nautical Mile 
by boat. Whether picking up from other 
communities or from the backyards of 
waterfront homes, the service is a win/
win for all. 

From the opening day, Rick real-
ized that there was another small niche 
that was waiting to be addressed; the 
availability of boat cruises specifically 
catering to individuals. If a party of 
40 passengers were looking for a boat 
ride, there are many boats that can ac-
commodate them, but if an individual 
or a couple wants to see the bays from 
the water, there were none; until now! 

Freeport Water Taxi & Tours offers a 
variety of cruises including, Daytime 
& Sunset Cruises, Seal Watching Tours, 
Wetland Tours, regional Wine Tast-
ing, Bike/Boat/Bike events and much, 
much more! Now folks in Nassau Coun-
ty can hop in the car and come down to 
the Nautical Mile in Freeport, enjoy all 
the great things offered on the “Mile” 
and then cap it off with a beautiful 
cruise. Or start off with a cruise and be 
dropped right in the back of a favorite 
waterside bistro!

One of the great thing about hav-
ing Point Lookout as a destination is 
the variety of fine restaurants that are 
often overlooked due to the remote-
ness of the town. With the advent of 
the Freeport Water Taxi & Tours, guests 
from the mainland can now access all 
that Point Lookout has to offer without 
the issue of parking. Joining these com-
munities via water taxi is a perfect mar-
riage of necessities. Both Freeport and 
Point Lookout can now enjoy a fresh 
new customer base without their cars.

For more information about Freeport 
Water Taxi & Tours, please contact Capt. 
Rick Cohen at, 516-521-7744, or by e-mail, 
captaincohen@freeportwatertaxi.com.

ADVERTISEMENT
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TLHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 
Arthur Hill left his 

mark through his service 
in the New York Police De-
partment, with his work at 
the Guy R. Brewer Demo-
cratic Club in southeast 
Queens and on his family, 
loved ones said, and now a 
corner in St. Albans bears 
his name.

Councilman Leroy 
Comrie hosted a co-naming 
ceremony for the late police 
assistant chief and political 
activist Saturday at the cor-
ner of Hannibal Street and 
Ilion Avenue.

“He was a real mentor, 
a real teacher and a real 
person who cared about 
people and about seeing the 
right things done,” Comrie 
said after the ceremony. 

An Army veteran 
who was born in 1922 and 
served in World War II, Ar-
thur Hill joined the NYPD 
in 1946 and was assigned 

to the 28th Precinct in Har-
lem. 

His brother Elighu 
Hill, who served in the Fire 
Department, joked that Ar-
thur Hill wrote in his year-
book he had wanted to be a 
firefighter. And Elighu Hill 
had penned that he hoped 
to be a mounted policeman. 
However, their wishes end-
ed up nearly reversed.

“I was always proud 
of him,” his brother Elighu 
Hill said. “As much as I 
taught him, he taught me.”

Arthur Hill rose to as-
sistant chief in 1971, and 
over the years, he received 
two commendations, three 
Meritorious and three 
Excellent Police Awards, 
along with numerous cita-
tions for his community 
service, according to Com-
rie’s office. He also served 
as commanding officer for 
Malcolm X’s funeral in Feb-
ruary 1965 and was the first 
African-American Com-

mander of the Support Ser-
vice Unit, the councilman 
said. Arthur Hill retired 
from the NYPD in 1973 and 
later worked for UPS, Com-
rie said.

“I am so honored that 
he was hard on me and 
hard on all of us because it 
definitely helped shape my 
life,” Comrie said.

Arthur Hill was also 
recognized for his political 
activism. 

“He helped me wear out 
two cars,” joked longtime 
friend Livingston Fran-
cis. “They were almost his 
cars when he got finished. 
We went to so many meet-
ings that it was as though 
Arthur was always in my 
car.”

It was through his 
politics that Arthur Hill 
became close to U.S. Rep. 
Charles Rangel (D-Harlem) 
who attended Saturday’s 
co-naming.

“If he loved anyone, 

he loved Charlie Rangel,” 
joked former Councilman 
Archie Spigner, who works 
with the Guy R. Brewer 
Democratic Club.

“He became the execu-
tive secretary of the club, 
and that’s the guy who does 
the work. He’s the guy who 
makes the club look good, 
and Artie was very gener-
ous with his time and his 
resources,” Spigner said.

Several elected offi-
cials described how Arthur 
Hill helped them navigate 
their way into the city’s po-
litical world.

“For many of us young-
er people coming up, Artie 
was a person that we looked 
up to, he was a person that 
took people under his wing 
and helped us to know what 
it meant to try to serve your 
community and be an up-
standing citizen,” said As-
semblyman William Scar-
borough (D-Jamaica).

Arthur Hills’ relatives are joined by politicians and community 
leaders to unveil the street sign in his honor. See more photos on 
Page 32. Photo by Christina Santucci

Street in St. Albans co-named for NYPD’s Arthur Hill
World War II vet, fi rst black commander of Support Service Unit, oversaw Malcolm X’s funeral

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 9/20/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Continued on Page 50
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Experience Saint Mary’s  

High School’s unique  

combination of academic 

excellence, faith-centered 

community, and innovative 

learning for future success.

Open House 
Sunday, September 22 
2:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Presentations at 2:00 pm, 2:45 pm,  
and 3:30 pm

51 Clapham Avenue

Manhasset, NY 11030

Call us to arrange a personal tour:  

516-627-2711

www.inspiredthinkers.org

Choose 
the Future

Saint Mary’s 
High School

Inspired Thinkers. 

Creative Leaders.
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The family of a 59-year-
old woman killed in a hit-
and-run crash on 117th 
Street and residents of the 
block are calling for mea-
sures to slow down drivers 
on the roadway.

“There should be a 
stop sign or speed bump 
or something,” said a close 
relative of Raj K. Chohan, 
who identified himself as 
Sam.

Chohan had been vis-
iting a former neighbor to 
welcome his new daughter-
in-law to the family and 
was walking alongside 
parked cars near the cor-
ner of 97th Avenue at about 
7 p.m. last Friday when she 
was struck by a gray 2013 
Toyota Camry, which then 
sped off, according to cops.

“The husband and 
wife came to visit,” said 
South Richmond Hill resi-
dent Suri Charanjit. “He 
was with her when it hap-
pened.”

Charanjit said he and 
his family came out of their 
home on 117th Street and 
saw a crowd of people gath-
ered as EMS performed 
CPR on Chohan. Her hus-
band had just gotten out 
of the car when she was 
struck, her relative said.

Emergency respond-
ers were called in and 
took Chohan to Jamaica 
Hospital, where she was 
later pronounced dead, the 
NYPD said.

Residents along 117th 
Street said a police cruiser 
happened to be pulled over 
on the side of the road near 
where the crash occurred 
and immediately chased 
the vehicle.

Police said the officers 
caught up with 23-year-old 
Vishwanand Subryan, of 
Schenectady, N.Y., a few 
blocks away at 115th Street 
and 101st Avenue, where 
he was taken into custody 
without incident.

Subryan was charged 
with vehicular manslaugh-
ter, criminally negligent 

homicide, leaving the scene 
of an accident resulting in 
death and DWI, the NYPD 
said. At his arraignment, 
Subryan was ordered held 
on $200,000 bail and to re-
turn to court on Oct. 2, ac-
cording to the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office.

Both Charanjit and 
neighbor Piara Singh com-
plained of cars speeding 
along 117th Street.

“The cars come 
straight from 103rd Avenue. 
They have no stop sign, no 
bump, nothing but green 
until 95th Avenue,” Cha-
ranjit said. “This is just a 
side street. We want to have 
a stop sign.”

Chohan, who was a 
mother of two and had two 
grandchildren, had been in 
her former neighborhood 
to visit Singh, according to 
Charanjit, who translated 
for Singh. She had moved 
about a mile and a half 
away five or six years ago, 
her friend said.

As part of a Sikh tradi-
tion, she had been visiting 
to greet Singh’s daughter-
in-law, who recently arrived 
from India, and present her 

with gifts, he explained.
Chohan had called 

Singh’s house to let the fam-
ily know she was outside 
and asked that someone 
open the door.

“When [Singh’s] son 
came out, he saw her on the 
floor,” Charanjit said.

Relatives described 
Chohan as well-respected 
in the community and said 
she doted on her 4- and 
6-year-old grandchildren.

“They have no idea 
what happened. They know 
she is an angel now,” Sam 
said.

A funeral was held 
Monday, and Choban’s ash-
es were brought to the Pun-
jab region of India, where 
Choban was originally 
from.

“She was my best 
friend. She was my men-
tor,” said Choban’s 27-year-
old daughter Lovepreet. 
“Who I am today is because 
of her.”

Reach Managing Edi-
tor Christina Santucci by 
phone at 718-260-4589 or by 
email at timesledgerpho-
tos@gmail.com.

RAJ K. CHOHAN
Photo courtesy Chohan family

S. Rich Hill hit-and-run
leaves grandmother dead

Breast Cancer Benefi t 
Dinner Dance

All proceeds will be donated to the American Cancer Society 
for Making Strides Against Breast Cancer

For information on how to buy tickets, please contact 
Kamini Lall, RN, at 718.334.2011.

Date: Friday, October 4th 2013 
Time: 7pm – 11pm
Place: Joe Abbracciamento Restaurant
 6296 Woodhaven Blvd
 Rego Park, NY 11374-3738

Menu: Salad, bread, pasta, 
chicken marsala, fi sh, 
or eggplant parmesan. 
Unlimited soda, coffee, tea 
and dessert. (Cash bar)

Breast Cancer Benefi t 
Dinner Dance

Elmhurst Hospital Center’s Department 
of Psychiatry Nursing Staff invites you to

Get the party started and 
join the race for the cure!

Elmhurst Hospital Center’s Department 
of Psychiatry Nursing Staff invites you to

Get the party started and 
join the race for the cure!

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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BY PHIL CORSO

The Democratic pri-
mary battle in northeast 
Queens’ 19th City Council 
District finally came to a 
conclusive end, with Flush-
ing attorney Paul Vallone 
emerging as the winner.

Vallone initially de-
clared victory on the night 
of the five-way primary 
vote last week, but former 
Empire State Development 
spokesman Austin 
Shafran refused to 
concede after only 
trailing by 144 votes 
with 99 percent of precincts 
reporting, based on pre-
liminary results. The race 
became even closer after a 
recount put Vallone just 134 
votes ahead of Shafran.

But final tallies showed 
Vallone, who was backed 
by the Queens Democratic 
Party, collected roughly 
2,905 votes - 193 more votes 
than Shafran’s 2,712, after 
the city Board of Elections 
released unofficial final 

counts.
“We’re very proud of 

the campaign we ran to im-
prove the quality of life for 
our community,” Shafran 
said after the final results 
came in Monday. “I’m hon-
ored by the support we re-
ceived and will continue to 
be a strong voice and relent-
less advocate for working 
families across the city.”

Vallone also bested 
three other Democrats 

in the crowded 
primary run, in-
cluding Flushing 
urban planning 

consultant Paul Graziano 
with 1,539 votes, former 
state Assemblyman John 
Duane with 1,005 votes and 
former Halloran chief-of-
staff Chrissy Voskerichian 
with 900 votes.

“We’re excited that ev-
ery vote has been counted 
and we can now start tak-
ing the campaign to the 
next step,” Vallone said. 
“Now, we focus on bringing 
Democrats together, fight-

ing for the issues that mat-
ter and bringing leadership 
to District 19 that it hasn’t 
had before.”

That next step Vallone 
mentioned started when 
his victory was made of-
ficial and will continue 
through November, when 
Vallone will go up against 
Republican Dennis Saffran 
to decide who will succeed 
the embattled incumbent, 

Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone).

A Vallone victory in 
November would keep his 
family’s name in the Coun-
cil without interruption 
since his father, former 
Council Speaker Peter Val-
lone Sr., was elected in 1974. 
His brother, Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria), will wrap up 
his final term in the Coun-
cil representing western 

Queens in January after he 
was term-limited out of the 
seat and lost a hard-fought 
Democratic primary for 
borough president against 
Melinda Katz.

Paul Vallone was the 
first to declare a run for the 
Council seat back in Janu-
ary and more candidates 
continued to join the race 
over subsequent months. 
The Council campaign 

made headlines in early 
April when incumbent Hal-
loran was arrested and in-
dicted on charges accusing 
him of using corruption 
and bribery to get state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
into the mayoral race as a 
Republican.

The primary cam-
paign included several pub-
lic forums throughout the 
district revolving around 
quality-of-life issues and 
restoring integrity to the 
district left bruised in the 
wake of the scandal.

Vallone was also at the 
center of criticism in the fi-
nal few weeks leading up to 
the primary after Jobs for 
New York, a political action 
committee with the Real 
Estate Board of New York, 
started distributing nega-
tive campaign attack ads in 
support of his campaign.

Several of those ads 
zoned in on Shafran, Gra-
ziano and Voskerichian, 
but not Duane.

Paul Vallone (c.) is surrounded by Queens Democratic Party heavy-hitters at his victory party last 
week in Bayside.

Vallone secures victory in Council primary race

World-Class Vascular Surgical Care 
Close to Home
Vascular Associates of  Long Island has joined North Shore-LIJ Medical Group.
The physicians at Vascular Associates of Long Island specialize in treating and helping patients manage a full range of vascular conditions  
relating to carotid artery disease, venous disease, wounds and swollen limbs. Utilizing the extensive resources of North Shore-LIJ Health System  
and its Comprehensive Wound Healing Center, patients receive coordinated, quality clinical care through state-of-the-art treatment options.

For an appointment at any location, call (516) 328 -9800. 

2001 Marcus Avenue, Suite South 50, Lake Success, New York 11042

95-25 Queens Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Rego Park, New York 11374

94-07 156th Street, Howard Beach, New York 11414

Larry A. Frankini, MD, FACS 

Chief, Vascular Surgery, Franklin 
Hospital; Chief, Endovascular Surgery, 
Forest Hills Hospital; Assistant 
Professor, Surgery, Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine

William Doscher, MD, FACS 

Associate Chair, Ethics Committee, 
Surgery, North Shore-LIJ; Associate 
Professor, Surgery, Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine

Learn more about the physicians at  
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group  
Vascular Associates of Long Island.

For more information on North Shore-LIJ Medical Group,  
go to nslijdocs.com.

Most insurances accepted

Omid Rahmani, MD, FACS  

Chief, Vascular Surgery, Forest Hills 
Hospital; Chief, Endovascular Surgery, 
Franklin Hospital; Assistant Professor, 
Surgery, Hofstra North Shore-LIJ 
School of Medicine
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BY PHIL CORSO

Anyone opposed to the 
idea of the Federal Aviation 
Administration exempting 
itself from studying how its 
flight patterns might affect 
the environment has less 
than two weeks to speak 
up.

Last month, the agen-
cy released a draft of Order 
1050.1F — Policies and Pro-
cedures for Considering 
Environmental Impacts, 
which proposes that all au-
thority over determining 
when or if an environmen-
tal study must be completed 
should rest in the hands of 
FAA administrators. The 
order also proposed that 
such decisions can be made 
without soliciting any pub-
lic comment.

The FAA did not re-
turn requests for comment 
in time for publication.

Elected officials from 
every level of government 
came together Tuesday af-

ternoon in Bayside to op-
pose the FAA’s proposal, 
accusing the agency of ar-
rogance and trying to pass 
key decisions under the 
radar.

“It is outrageous that 
the FAA is seeking great-
er leeway to exempt itself 
from vital environmental 
studies, which determine 
whether or not new airplane 
routes — and the accompa-
nying noise — adversely 
impact affected communi-
ties,” said U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), one of 
the many elected leaders 
fighting the federal agency. 
“The agency’s plan to fur-
ther sidestep this critical 
process is a slap in the face 
to all who live and work 
underneath new flight pat-
terns, and it is imperative 
that the FAA abandon its 
intention to proceed with 
it.”

Meng joined U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville) in 
penning a letter to FAA Ad-

ministrator Michael Huer-
ta, urging him to step away 
from the proposal, adding 
that consequences could 
include more of a noise 
burden over constituents’ 
homes.

The army of lawmak-
ers and northeast Queens 
community leaders has 
been battling the federal 

agency for more than a 
year after it revised its 
flight procedures out of La-
Guardia Airport, ultimate-
ly resulting in a drastic 
increase of airplane noise 
over residential areas like 
Bayside and Little Neck. 
The shift was made in ac-
cordance with the FAA’s 
NextGen flight procedures 

and was made possible by 
the agency issuing itself a 
categorical exclusion, void-
ing any responsibility for 
an environmental impact 
study.

Now, elected officials 
said the FAA was trying to 
include a similar categori-
cal exclusion but on a much 
broader level, as outlined 

by the proposal.
“Navigation perfor-

mance and area navigation 
procedures developed, cer-
tified, published or imple-
mented under this section 
shall be presumed to be 
covered by a categorical ex-
clusion under Chapter 3 of 
FAA Order 1050.1E unless 
the administrator deter-
mines that extraordinary 
circumstances exist with 
respect to the procedure,” 
the draft order said.

The FAA did, however, 
establish a public comment 
period for the controversial 
draft order, which will close 
Sept. 30. Until then, resi-
dents can submit comments 
to the agency through regu-
lations.gov docket number 
FAA-2013-0685.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (c.) leads a joint press conference with northeast Queens elected officials de-
nouncing the Federal Aviation Administration’s attempts to exclude itself from conducting environ-
mental reviews of any future flight path changes. Photo by Phil Corso

Boro pressures FAA to conduct noise complaint studies

Community United Methodist Church hosted a fund-raiser Sunday for several 
families whose homes were damaged by a fire that tore through Middle Village last 
week. About 200 firefighters were dispatched to the five-alarm fire that started at 
78-15 68th Ave.

Ismael Rodriguez, 23, (r.) looks over donated clothing. Rodriguez was among the 
people who were displaced by the fire.

Emma Dibiase, 27,  (above) helps sort toiletries during the fund-raiser. 
State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) has also been collecting supplies 

at his three district offices from Monday to Friday. The three locations are: 66-85 73rd 
Place in Middle Village, 159-53 102nd St. in Howard Beach and 88-08 Rockaway Beach 
Blvd. in Rockaway Beach. Photos by Ken Maldonado

Drive helps Mid Vil fi re victims
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
  
Community mem-

bers who live within the 
confines of Community 
Board 5 will soon have an 
opportunity to weigh in on 
proposed bike lanes in the 
area, according to officials 
from the city Department 
of Transportation.

CB 5, which includes 
Ridgewood, Glendale, Mid-
dle Village and Maspeth, 
now is a void for bike lanes.

DOT and the Depart-
ment of City Planning re-
ceived grant funding for 
bike planning purposes and 
are partnering to develop 
the plans for new lanes, the 
DOT said.

The two departments 
already are considering 
several possible paths.

In Middle Village, they 
are Juniper Boulevard 
South from 69th Street to 
Dry Harbor Road and 80th 

Street from the Long Island 
Expressway to Myrtle Av-
enue. In Ridgewood, there 
is a proposed route along 
Woodward and Onderdonk 
avenues beginning at Met-
ropolitan Avenue.

Another route up for 
consideration would run 
through Glendale on Cen-
tral and Cooper avenues 
from Cypress Hills Street 
to Woodhaven Boulevard. 
Two more routes would 
run through much of the 
district: Eliot Avenue from 
Metropolitan Avenue to 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
69th Street from Calamus 
Avenue to Metropolitan Av-
enue.

Gary Giordano, dis-
trict manager for CB 5, said 
the city agencies are in the 
measuring phase of study-
ing the proposed routes.

He said they are ex-
pected to return to the 
board with a proposal by 

late September or early Oc-
tober. From there, the DCP 
will hold a public meeting 
to seek input from commu-
nity members, according to 
the DOT.

The new routes should 
be identified by early 2014, 
the DOT said.

Giordano said the idea 

for the bike lanes came 
from board members who 
happen to be cyclists.

“They were interested 
in what was being pro-
posed to Community Board 
2 for bicycle lanes,” he said. 
“They basically said to DOT 
and City Planning, ‘We 
would love to discuss doing 

this within CB 5.’ That’s 
sort of where it started.”

CB 2 covers Woodside, 
Sunnyside, Astoria and 
Long Island City.

Bike lanes throughout 
CB 5 were proposed in May 
1997 when the DOT and 
DCP issued the New York 
City Bicycle Master Plan as 

part of the Bicycle Network 
Development Project. But a 
DOT spokesman said that 
plan is not a driving force 
behind the proposal.

Instead it is a result of 
“a community-based plan-
ning process,” he said.

Giordano said there is 
some difficulty in choosing 
roadways to be designated 
as bike routes because the 
streets within the district 
are narrow. He said there 
was little discussion about 
putting bike lanes on Myr-
tle or Metropolitan avenues 
because of their widths.

Despite not having 
designated bike lanes, the 
community does see more 
cyclists, Giordano said.

“Obviously it’s healthy 
for the cyclists,” he said. 
“It’s reducing pollution 
compared to driving a car. 
So it’s good for those rea-
sons.”

Plans are being developed to add designated bike lanes to the neighborhoods within Community 
Board 5.

CB5 pedals forward on adding designated bike lanes
City will work together with community to evaluate six proposed routes to increase ridership

People with Medicare,
Mark Your Calendars!

Open enrollment for 
2013 is October 15th 

to December 7th.

During this period you can 
enroll for the first time, and 

sign up for or switch 
your Medicare Prescription 

Plan and/or Medicare 
Advantage Plan.

All changes are effective 
January 1st, 2014.

For more information
call 311 and

ask for “HIICAP.” 

JAMAICA 
BUSINESS 
RESOURCE 

CENTER
90-33 160th Street  
Jamaica, NY 11432
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

More than 100 small 
businesses owners, street 
vendors, community board 
and local residents and 
elected officials rallied ear-
lier this month to protest a 
plan for a Corona-Jackson 
Heights business improve-
ment district, which they 
say would drive out small 
businesses.

“I have been running 
my business for 11 years,” 
said Freddy Castiblanco, 
owner of Terraza 7, a bar 
and olive juice place in 
Elmhurst. “And today along 
with other small business 
owners, we are leading a 
campaign against raising 
rents along Roosevelt Av-
enue. Our concern is that 
the BID will put small busi-
nesses at a disadvantage to 
corporate chain stores and 
that we’ll get displaced.”

City Councilman Ju-
lissa Ferraras’ (D-East 
Elmhurst) plan for a BID 
would expand an existing 

two-block BID at 82nd Street 
to be one of the city’s larg-
est BIDs from 81st to 114th 
streets along Roosevelt Av-
enue, while incorporating 
retail hubs along Junction 
Boulevard, Corona Plaza 
and National Street.

Opponents say BIDs 
have proved to be devas-
tating for local economies, 
raising land values and the 
cost of doing business, and 
are designed to bring in 
chain stores.

But Ferraras, who 
has launched an ambitious 
program to improve con-
ditions in the ethnically 

diverse business area, said 
“the current problems on 
Roosevelt Avenue hurt ev-
eryone.” 

In a statement released 
in response to criticism 
of her BID proposal, she 
said: “This is why I believe 
a business improvement 
district is a solution to this 
problem.

The rally in Corona 
Plaza also brought music 
by La Cumbiamba NY and 
poetry by Poetas Nueva 
York. Some of those at the 
rally danced to the music 
or, along with others, held 
up signs saying “No Immi-

grant Revival” and “BID 
Excludes Us.”

In the background 
participants chanted, “No 
to the BID.”

Proponents of the BID 
argue that if property own-
ers agree to start paying a 
special assessment fee, the 
BID can deliver supplemen-
tal services such as sani-
tation, maintenance, pub-
lic safety, marketing and 
branding, beautification 
and capital improvements 
to the area.

But Ruben Pena, a 
business owner and com-
munity leader in Corona, 
said the BID proposal could 
not have come at a worse 
time.

“The economic situ-
ation now is very critical, 
with high real estate taxes 
and high unemployment,” 
he said. “The rent for the 
businesses and residents 
is extremely out of hand, so 
how can a BID operate un-
der those conditions?”

Arturo Ignacio-Sanchez (c.) of Community Board 3 speaks at a ral-
ly against a proposed business improvement district in Corona 
and Jackson Heights. Photo by Steven Malecki

Businesses oppose Jax Hts BID proposal

Health
Information 
Technology1

www.PlazaCollege.edu
74-09 37 AVE., JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENS

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

The integral part of the “behind 
the scenes” medical field

1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Loved ones of a 
32-year-old motorcyclist 
and his female passenger, 
who were both killed in a 
collision over the weekend, 
have transformed an Asto-
ria corner into a massive 
memorial for the pair.

Dozens of mementos 
and messages were ar-
ranged on 20th Avenue 
and 24th Street in tribute 
to Michael Fernandez and 
36-year-old Jennifer Man-
thorne, who police say lived 
together in Astoria.

The unregistered 
bike they had been riding 
slammed into an SUV mak-
ing a U-turn in Astoria at 
about 4:30 p.m. Saturday 
afternoon, the NYPD said. 
A police spokesman said 
the motorcycle did not have 
a license plate, and Fernan-
dez’s motorcycle license 
had been suspended.

A 56-year-old woman 
who had been behind the 
wheel of the Nissan Xterra 
SUV was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital, where she was 
listed in stable condition 
immediately after the 
crash, according to cops.

“My sister, she heard a 

loud bang,” said 16-year-old 
Christian, who lives nearby 
and came upon the crash’s 
aftermath.

“I saw a lady on the 
ground and a man on the 
ground and they were both 
already dead,” he said. “Af-
ter that you saw the family 
members start to come in.”

The teen described a 
distraught relative of one of 
the accident victims’ faint-
ing and being taken away 
in an ambulance.

Among handwritten 
notes for Manthorne at the 
intersection where she died 
was one signed by her rela-
tives that read, “RIP Jenni-
fer. Your presence is missed 
by all of us. We love you!”

More than 50 lit can-
dles lined the sidewalk 
Wednesday morning in the 
large display, which also 
included a stuffed frog rid-
ing a motorcycle, bouquets 
of flowers, rosary beads 
and crosses. Poster boards 
were taped to a garage door 
and a wall.

A funeral for Man-
thorne was scheduled for 
Friday at 10 a.m. at St. Ri-
ta’s Church, at 36-25 11th St. 
in Long Island City.

BY PHIL CORSO

School districts in 
Queens still have pre-kin-
dergarten seats available 
for the current school year, 
the city Education Depart-
ment said.

A DOE spokesman said 
the department has been 
hitting the pavement to get 
word out that spots were 
still available throughout 
the city, including all seven 
districts in Queens, with 
hopes of coaxing parents to 
enroll for the city’s Univer-
sal pre-K program by the 
Oct. 2 deadline.

“The Department of 
Education is supporting 
families in finding pro-
grams by raising aware-

ness through subway and 
bus shelter ads, posting 
updated vacancy fliers on-
line weekly through the 
end of September, as well 
as canvassing in high-
need areas with staff and 
volunteers,” a spokesman 

said. “Research shows that 
early childhood education 
is essential in closing the 
achievement gap. National 
and local findings demon-
strate that high-quality 
early childhood education 
expands short- and long-

term opportunities for chil-
dren in high-need commu-
nities.”

The program is open to 
any child born in 2009 who 
lives in New York City, the 
DOE said. Its programs of-
fer at least 2.5 hours of edu-
cational services at no cost 
to parents.

“Half of the achieve-
ment gap that is evident 
at the end of high school 
is already present by kin-
dergarten,” the DOE said. 
“High-quality early child-
hood interventions have 
been shown to lead to in-
creased social readiness, 
higher incomes, less likeli-
hood of drug use and less 
involvement in the crimi-
nal justice system.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens prides itself on 
having some of the best li-
braries in the city, and now 
the borough’s got the proof 
to back it up.

The Corona Library 
was chosen as one of the 
city’s top five Tuesday 
night by a panel of judges 
including author R.L. Stein, 
WNYC host Kurt Andersen 
and Carla Hayden, former 
president of the American 
Library Association.

The winners of the 
Charles H. Revson Founda-
tion’s first Neighborhood 
Library Awards — which 
include Staten Island’s Ma-
con Library, Manhattan’s 

Seward Park Library and 
the Macon and Sheepshead 

Bay libraries in Brooklyn 
— were each given $10,000 

to continue and expand 
their missions.

“These five libraries 
are truly outstanding and 
reflect the extraordinarily 
important role that neigh-
borhood libraries play in 
communities all across 
the city,” said foundation 
President Julie Sandorf. 
“It was especially moving 
to seethroughout the entire 
selection process, the pas-
sion of the nominators and 
their gratitude for the of-
ten life-changing contribu-
tions of the neighborhood 
library.”

The winners were 
selected on the basis of 
more than 4,000 nomina-

Corona Library Manager Vilma Daza (l.) and Queens Library 
President Tom Galante celebrate the branch’s NYC Neighborhood 
Library Award. Photo courtesy Don Pollard

Corona Library one of city’s top fi ve

Pre-K seats available citywide: DOE

Motorcycle accident
kills two in Astoria

JACQUES LEANDRE

Continued on Page 50

Seems Ranginwala, of the borough’s pre-K office, helps students 
Emanuel Alba (l.) and Konrad Reszuta with their art in Middle 
Village in 2009.

Michael Fernandez and Jennifer Manthorne were killed in a motor-
cycle crash in Astoria.
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BY JOE ANUTA

A pair of Flushing food truck 
owners took home best dessert in 
the citywide Vendy Awards.

The Itizy Ice Cream Truck 
licked the competition at this 
year’s event, where judges and 
more than 1,000 hungry patrons 
crowned the city’s best mobile 
food carts Sept. 7.

“We’re honored to win. It’s 
like the Oscars for food trucks,” 
said Kenneth Chen, who runs the 
four-wheeled operation with his 
business partner, Ann Yu. “It is a 
really big award.”

Itizy serves up a variety of 
unique and truly homemade ice 
cream treats like hazelnut with 
chocolate crunch bites, Belgium 
dark chocolate or toasted banana. 
They buy their milk and cream 
from farmers upstate — some-
times getting their own dedicated 
cow — and thicken their decadent 
creations with eggs instead of 
processed chemicals.

The pair only rolled out the 

operation last year, and soon af-
terward won the Queens Econom-
ic Development Corp.’s Queens 
StartUP! Business Plan Compe-
tition before going on to capture 
the Vendy’s Best Dessert Award 
earlier this month.

“There are a lot of really pop-
ular trucks out there who got ac-
cepted to the Vendy’s and haven’t 
won,” said a humbled Chen.

But it was no easy task to get 
to the finish line.

The road to the winner’s 
circle started when the Vendy 
competition accepted public nom-
inations for the best food trucks 
throughout the five boroughs. 
Itizy’s strong following naturally 
stepped up to the plate to get them 
into the contest. After the slate on 
nominees had been chosen, the 
food vendors all congregated on 
competition day to try and wow 
judges and anyone lucky enough 
to score a ticket to the event.

“It was definitely very chal-
lenging, just because of the vol-
ume of people,” Chen said.

He and Yu had to fortify their 
usual work force with family and 
friends to sling their treats as fast 
as possible over a four-hour pe-
riod, when the line never dipped 
under 40 people.

The Vendy Awards is run by 
the nonprofit Urban Justice Cen-
ter’s Street Vendor Project, which 
seeks to help struggling street 
vendors navigate increasing city 
red tape and educate entrepre-
neurs about their legal rights.

As the weather gets colder, 
the Itizy Ice Cream Truck will 
probably wind down operations 
ahead of winter, when Chen and 
Yu will take a much-needed vaca-
tion and strategize on expanding 
the business.

Options could include whole-
sale or catering, but whatever the 
duo think up, ice cream lovers 
can be sure they have not heard 
the last of Itizy.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-2600-4566.

Kenneth Chen and Ann Yu show off some of their hand-crafted treats in front of 
the Itizy Ice Cream Truck. Photo courtesy Itizy

Queens ice cream team wins fi rst place in Vendy Awards
Itizy owners taste sweet victory after taking home best dessert accolades in ‘food vendor Oscars’

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Straphangers 
Campaign says that for 
the third consecutive year, 
the majority of subway an-
nouncements were under-
standable and correct dur-
ing delays or disruptions.

The transit advocacy 
agency said the L and Q 
subway lines were the best 
in making announcements 
while the R line was the 
worst.

Otherwise, in order 
and by subway line, it was 
2, 4, 6, 5, E, N, J, M, R, A, 7, 
B, 3, D, 1, G and C.

“For the third year in 
a row, the majority of sub-
way announcements were 
clear and accurate during 
delays or disruptions,” said 
Straphangers Campaign 
Field Organizer Jason 
Chin-Fat. “We hope transit 
officials continue this posi-
tive trend, giving riders 
the information they need 
when regular service is af-
fected.”

The Straphangers sur-
vey was carried out by 79 
volunteers between Jan. 
5 and May 16. Volunteers 
made 6,000 observations of 
in-car announcement op-
portunities on 20 subway 
lines. In 2013, surveyors 
experienced and rated 98 
delay and service change 
announcement opportuni-
ties.

Official transit guide-
lines give conductors a 
list of possible delay an-
nouncements with detailed 
reasons for them. The an-
nouncements range from 

“unruly passenger on the 
train” to “waiting for con-
necting train.” The policy 
explains “if there is a delay, 
[the conductor] must make 
announcement immediate-
ly [and again] within two 
minutes after that.”

Subway car announce-
ments of delays were cor-
rect, clear and ungarbled 
52 percent of the time. Of 
the remaining 48 percent, 
delay announcements were 
not made at all 13 percent 
of the time, 9 percent were 
inaudible or garbled and 26 
percent were rated “incor-

rect.”
The Straphangers said 

the “incorrect” announce-
ments included “We have 
a red signal,” “This local 
is now an express” with no 
explanation or “We have a 
schedule adjustment.”

The transit advocacy 
unit said 86 percent of basic 
informational announce-
ments made on subway cars 
were clear and accurate, 
largely unchanged from the 
last survey in 2012, which 
was 85 percent.

The R train, which 
came in last for the sec-
ond year in a row, had 56 
percent adequate basic an-
nouncements.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said it does not survey delay 
and disruption announce-
ments on subway cars, but 
the agency did survey the 
“percentage of cars with 
public address announce-
ments” in the first half of 
2013.

The R train brought up the rear in a recent report ranking the ac-
curacy of subway announcements and how well commuters could 
hear them.

R train has worst announcements: Report

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

MEDICAL ASSISTING1

Begin your career with a degree in
a field that gives you the clinical
experience to care for patients:

www.PlazaCollege.edu
1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures
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the Center on Budget and 
Policy Priority. The goal of 
the cuts is to decrease the 
national deficit.

The center projects 
that in 2014, more than 3 
million New York state 
residents will be using the 
program.

The SNAP program is 
usually part of the Farm 
Bill, which is reauthorized 
every five years. However, 
Republicans pushed for a 
cut of about $20 billion to 
food stamps, causing the 
bill to fail. Now Republi-
cans have nearly doubled 
the amount they want to 
cut in a new separate bill.

Food stamp recipients 
throughout New York state 
already will be hit with 
more than $300 million in 
reductions to SNAP ben-
efits when a cut to the pro-
gram goes into effect Nov. 
1, the center said.

The American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 temporarily increased 
SNAP benefits as a way to 

stimulate the economy, but 
that boost is now expiring.

“There are countless 
western Queens residents 
who heavily rely on SNAP 
benefits to feed their fami-
lies every single day,” Van 
Bramer said. “If enacted, 
these proposed cuts will 
place a tremendous strain 
on local city food pantries, 
like Hour Children, which 
are already struggling to 
feed those in need.”

Abigael Burke, the food 
pantry and outreach coor-
dinator for Hour Children, 
said the SNAP program is 
the first line of defense for 
anti-hunger advocates.

“We must keep it 
strong,” she said. “Food 
pantries and soup kitchens 
and emergency food pro-
grams like my own are the 
last line of defense and they 
are already strapped.”

Burke said within the 
last couple of years she has 
seen an increase of more 
than 40 percent in food pan-
try participants and that 
number is continuing to 
grow.

Maloney compliment-
ed the work done by Hour 

Children, but said the or-
ganization is underfunded 
and cannot be relied upon 
to provide assistance to 
needy members of the com-
munity.

According to the cen-
ter, 47 percent of food stamp 
recipients are children 
and nearly two-thirds of 
benefits go to women. The 
bill would also cut 280,000 
children from school meal 
programs.

“No child should have 
to go hungry because of 
partisan politics,” Simo-
tas said. “I join Congress-
woman Maloney in her call 
to protect the most vulner-
able among us by providing 
access to adequate food for 
every American.”

In a statement, Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall said SNAP helps re-
cipients “get the nutrition 
they need to be healthy. 
The huge $40 billion cut 
that some in the House are 
proposing to make to SNAP 
would heartlessly throw 
millions of Americans out 
of the program and cut ben-
efits for millions more.”

said. The department spent 
more than $100 million to 
train teachers on the new 
curriculum, and Bloomberg 
said the investment has 
been paying off.

“These schools’ suc-

cess outperforming the 
best schools in the rest of 
the state represents the 
incredible transformation 
that has taken place in our 
city’s schools over the past 
12 years,” Bloomberg said. 
“There was once a time 
when even the best New 
York City schools strug-
gled to compete with other 

school districts in the state. 
Now, the opposite is true, 
and the best schools in the 
rest of the state are trying 
to keep up with New York 
City’s best schools.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 4 
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est turnout.
The primary to suc-

ceed Comrie drew a rough-
ly 20.5 percent turnout of 
registered Democrats, as 
estimated by TimesLedger 
Newspapers using unof-
ficial tallies and the most 
recent voter registration 
numbers from 2011 both 
from the city Board of Elec-
tions.

The next highest 
turnout was in northeast 
Queens, where an estimat-
ed 19.5 percent of Demo-
crats went to vote in the 
bitter five-way battle for 
Halloran’s seat.

Following that, 18 per-
cent of Democrats in the 
district covering Laurelton 
and currently represented 
by Richards came out, 
while 17.3 percent voted in 
Wills’ race for the seat cov-
ering South Jamaica, South 
Ozone Park and Richmond 
Hill. The sheer number 
of Democrats means the 

area’s largely black popula-
tion can play a crucial role 
in winning Queens, either 
for a citywide or borough-
wide race.

Former Councilwoman 
Melinda Katz was endorsed 
by the influential Rev. 
Floyd Flake from the Allen 
AME Cathedral in Jamaica 
in her successful bid to se-
cure the Democratic ticket 
for the borough president 
race.  The move surprised 
some political observers be-
cause he had been expected 
to back Comrie, a leader in 
the southeast Queens com-
munity.

“I think it was a very 
important part of the bor-
ough president race, and 
the fact Melinda made such 
a concerted effort to lock 
down support there just 
exemplifies that,” a source 
said.

Southeast Queens also 
came out in droves to sup-
port city Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio in his mayor-
al primary victory, accord-
ing to data compiled by The 
New York Times.

But the leadership in 

southeast Queens is under-
going a period of dramatic 
change.

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) has been 
indicted on corruption 
charges and disgraced for-
mer Sen. Shirley Huntley is 
now serving a jail term for 
misdirecting government 
funds.

The Guy R. Brewer 
United Democratic Club, 
led by former Councilman 
Archie Spigner and known 
in decades’ past for its in-
fluential endorsements, 
backed a candidate, Manu-
el Caughman, in the race to 
succeed Comrie who came 
in fourth and garnered just 
17.3 percent of the vote.

“Twenty years ago that 
would be unthinkable,” 
said a longtime Democratic 
operative. 

Comrie, a major player 
in the Queens Democratic 
Party, had handpicked 
Daneek Miller to succeed 
him early on and the labor 
leader was leading as a 
recount was underway de-
spite lacking Guy R. Brew-
er’s blessings.

Continued from Page 5 
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ed into annuities, which 
are not regulated under the 
federal Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act, 
and not protected under 
the federal Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corp.’s insur-
ance coverage.

Avella said residents 
in his district brought 
the issue to his office this 
year after news broke that 
Verizon sold off 41,000 for-
mer management retirees’ 
pensions to Prudential In-
surance Co., putting their 
pensions potentially at risk 
in the event the purchaser 
ever fails. The senator im-
mediately started drafting 
legislation that would pro-
tect existing retirees whose 
pensions were sold off, 
calling it one of the most 
important pieces he ever 
worked on.

In essence, Avella said 
his legislation would pro-
vide the same protections 
retirees had before their 
pension plans were trans-
ferred so they are not left 
vulnerable.

“Retirees depend on 

their hard-earned pen-
sions and when companies 
go through the process of 
pension stripping, they are 
playing a risky game with 
a retiree’s pension,” Avella 
said. “By leaving affected 
retirees with virtually none 
of the longstanding federal 
pension protection mecha-
nisms provided by ERISA 
and the PBGC, companies 
are shifting the burden of 
risk onto pensioners.”

The senator presented 
the legislation he plans on 
introducing next session to 
a packed Bayside district 
office filled with retirees 
and members of the Asso-
ciation of BellTel Retirees 
and ProtectSeniors.org. 
In that crowd was also Ed-
ward Stone, an expert on 
pension risk protection 
who offered his legal in-
sight on the risks affecting 
seniors, specifically those 
who move out of state.

Stone said retirees 
who decide to relocate 
after their pensions are 
transferred into annuities 
might “unwittingly divest 
themselves of guaranty as-
sociation coverage” and see 
their lifetime coverage po-
tential drop drastically.

“I do not believe that 
the state guaranty safety 
net is sufficient to support 
an insolvency of a company 
as large as Prudential,” 
Stone said. “As we learned 
in the recent financial cri-
sis, no company is too big to 
fail and Prudential, which 
purchased the Verizon pen-
sion liabilities, is no excep-
tion.”

Eileen Lawrence, of 
Douglaston, is a Verizon 
retiree and was one of the 
borough residents to bring 
the issue to Avella’s atten-
tion.

“It is outrageous that I 
devoted 37 years at NYNEX 
and New York Telephone 
to have Verizon sell off my 
pension to bolster their bot-
tom line,” she said. “My fel-
low retirees and I once had 
pension protections under 
ERISA and PBGC insur-
ance, but no more. Compa-
nies must not get away with 
stripping away protections 
that retirees have earned.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 5 
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Turnout

where the Cambria Heights 
branch of Queens is now 
built, and former Council-
man Archie Spigner had 
facilitated a deal so that the 
city could acquire the land.

Clark recalled trying 
to organize an overnight 
vigil in Roy Wilkins Park 
to raise money for cancer 
research.

“I see this tent, and I 
said, ‘Wait a minute. There 
is a tent in here. We didn’t 
ask for that,’ and I was told 
that’s Rev. Boyd’s tent,” she 
joked. “He’s in our spot, but 
it’s Rev. Boyd so we are go-
ing to have to move and go 
someplace else.”

Clark praised Boyd’s 
impact on Linden Boule-
vard, his work with prison 
inmates and outreach to 
patients at the Coler-Gold-
water Specialty Hospital 
& Nursing Facility on 
Roosevelt Island.

Liu told the crowd that 
the ministry was left in 
good hands.

“The saying goes, the 
apple doesn’t fall far from 
the tree. That certainly 
has been the case with our 
Pastor John Boyd,” he said. 
“I think he is creating his 
own legacy as well.”

A native of Bracey, Va., 
Boyd studied at the Man-
hattan Bible Institute and 
received his doctor of divin-
ity from the United Chris-
tian College. Boyd and his 

wife, Mother Margie Boyd, 
had five children together, 
who all work in the minis-
try. He died in July 2012 at 
the age of 85.

“I want to thank all 
of you for remembering a 
part of my brother’s dream 
and my brother’s life,” said 
Boyd’s sister Dr. Cindy 
Boyd-Hazel, who spoke 
about how her brother en-
couraged his six siblings. 
“He worked with us and let 
us know we could be what-
ever we wanted to be.”

Reach Managing Edi-
tor Christina Santucci by 
phone at 718-260-4589 or by 
email at timesledgerpho-
tos@gmail.com.

Continued from Page 9

Boyd
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Howard Beach resident and 
amateur actor Lori Santopetro 
believes waiting backstage to 
make an entrance must feel like 
the seconds before a circus per-
former gets shot out of a canon. 

“The thing for me is, you’re 
scared beyond words,” said San-

topetro. “But then you’re out on 
that stage and it’s so exciting. 
You’re alive.”

For the past 15 years, Santro-
petro has focused on getting that 
rush from performing for a live 
audience with dozens of parts in 
community theater shows around 
Queens and Long Island. 

This week she steps onto the 

boards again as slightly dim-wit-
ted Dori Bunner in Theatre Time’s 
production of “Agatha Christie’s 
A Murder is Announced” at the 
Colonial Church of Bayside. 

Theatre Time’s founders, 
Whitestone couple Kevin and 
Judy Vincent, opted for this Chris-
tie play because they wanted to 
stage one of her mysteries that 
wasn’t as well-known as some of 
the standard community theater 
fare such as “The Mousetrap” 
and “Death on the Nile.” It also 
has plenty of roles for every level 

of performer, said Kevin Vincent.
“It’s got a very large cast and 

a lot of good parts,” said Vincent. 
“There is a lot of good stuff (for ac-
tors) to do, and a lot of suspects.”

The Vincents never suspect-
ed they would return to the scene 
where they first met at an audi-
tion in 1996. 

After connecting at the Colo-
nial Church, the two forged ahead 
with their passion for theater 
and created Theatre Time. The 
company thrived in Whitestone 

Theatre Time tackles Christie mystery 
for fi rst production at its new home

Continued on Page 41

As cast members Marty Edelstein (l. to r.), Anna McGinty, Sharon Levine and Jonathan Zaccarini look on, Marilyn Welsher as Miss Marple confers with Armand Catenaro as the inspector in Theatre Time’s up-
coming production of “Agatha Christie’s A Murder is Announced.” Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

IF YOU GO
Theatre Time

“Agatha Christie’s A Murder is 
Announced”
When: Through Sept. 29; Friday, 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m. 
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., Bayside
Cost: $16/general admission, $14/
seniors and students
Contact: 347-358-8102
Website: theatretime.org

TimesLedger, September 20-26, 2TimesLedger, September 20-26, 2
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Answers in Sports

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

FRI, SEP 27, 8 PM
$20/$15 Members/$10 Students

One of the most celebrated jazz clarinetist 
and saxophonist in modern musicianship, 
Don Byron and his New Gospel Quintet, 
will infuse LOVE, PEACE and SOUL into the 
eclectic sounds of jazz, blues, and gospel.

TICKETS & INFO:
www.flushingtownhall.org (718) 463-7700 x222

DON BYRON is part of The New York State Presenters Network Presenter-Artist Partnership Project made possible 
through a regrant from the New York State Council on the Arts, a state agency with the support of Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and the New York State Legislature .It is also supported by FCCA Board member Ms. Veronica Y. Tsang.

MONTHLY JAZZ JAMS 
First Wednesdays of the Month

20%
OFF!
(mention the code 

CNG20)
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37Kupferberg Center attracts A-list entertainment

Cyndi Lauper, Audra McDonald highlight new season at Queens College performing arts complex

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When Jeffrey Rosen-
stock took over as executive 
director of Queens College’s 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts a little more than two 
years ago, his first assign-
ment was to turn the cam-
pus into the premier fine 
and performing arts show-
case in the borough. 

And while that project 
remains a work in prog-
ress, Rosenstock believes 
he and his team could make 
the Flushing campus one of 
the top artistic venues in 
the city. 

“If we market it right, 
people will come,” said 
Rosenstock. “Before the 
college felt off the radar a 
little bit.”

Rosenstock expects 
the school to shine more 
brightly this fall with such 

diverse performers as Cyn-
di Lauper, Audra McDonald 
and the Boston Pops. 

After the school’s presi-
dent, James Muyskens, sent 
the then newly appointed 
executive director off with 
his first task, Rosenstock 
sat down and asked himself 
a question. 

“What can we really 
do that others can’t,” said 
Rosenstock. 

He quickly realized the 
college had top tier programs 
and venues with the Aaron 
Copland School of Music, the 
Colden Auditorium and the 
Goldstein Theatre among 
others. Some of the facilities 
were looking a little worn 
around the edges, but that 
project would come later 
with last year’s $18 million 
renovation of the school’s 
theaters and museums. 

Although each of the 

art groups experienced 
varying degrees of success 
attracting audience mem-
bers, Rosenstock had to 
convince them that by join-
ing forces they could help 
each other out.

“I banded all these en-
tities on campus under one 
banner,” said Rosenstock. 

“I also asked each one to 
buy into this so we could 
make things happen they 
couldn’t do on their own.”

From this informal 
agreement came Kupfer-
berg Presents, which is 
basically the programming 
unit of the performance 
spaces. Now, instead of dif-

ferent people handling press 
releases and programming 
for each venue, Rosenstock 
hired one media director 
to oversee the entire group. 
This also allows one indi-
vidual to juggle calendars 
for each space. 

“This way you’re not 
opening an art show and 
a play on the same night,” 
said Rosenstock. 

Rosenstock also hired 
Leon Denmark as Kup-
ferberg Presents’ artistic 
director and charged him 
with bringing A-listers to 
the college. 

That started last year 
with appearances by Jerry 
Seinfeld and Bill Cosby and 
continues with a slew of 
music, dance and art shows 
for this season. Rosen-
stock anticipates adding to 
the rooster of performers 
and meeting with student 

groups to make sure Kup-
ferberg Presents brings in 
artists they want to see. 

Other shows on tap 
include the Boston Pops 
Esplanade Ensemble’s Holi-
day Concert on Dec. 8, R & 
B icon Valerie Simpson on 
Dec. 14,  the Ballet Hispanic 
on Feb. 8 and 9 and Broad-
way legend Barbara Cook 
on May 10.

“You need to get vis-
ibility and attention so you 
need to get the big names,” 
said Rosenstock. “In future 
years we may bring in an 
artist you may not know of.”

But no matter who’s on 
the bill, Rosenstock wants 
to create a place where resi-
dents know they’re in for a 
good time. 

“We’re trying to make 
it so when you come, it’s a 
glad-I-came experience,” 
said Rosenstock. 

Tony-winning actress Audra McDonald performs at the 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts at Queens College on Oct. 5. 

Photo courtesy Autumn de Wilde
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 27.  Geometry r's
 28.  Birds separating
 30.  Hilo hello
 31.  Cause of some fractures
 33.  Tomorrow singer
 35.  Recoil in distaste
 38.  Stayed fresh
 43.  Bed and home  
  attachment
 45.  Bro's daughter
 49.  Rob Roy need
 52.  Hints of rain
 54.  Tank fish
 55.  Center of government
 56.  Villain's forte
 57.  Art ___ ('20s style)
 59.  Part of an angler's gear
 60.  Prairie Indian tribe
 61.  Award presented by Chris  
  Berman
 62.  "A Bridge ___ Far"
 64.  To Kill A Mockingbird  
  author

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
September 20-26, 2013

By Bill Deasy

Fine Feathered Friends

Across

 1.  Native American pole
 6.  "When I Was ___" ("HMS  
  Pinafore" song)
 10.  Authority at home
 13.  Ebony's partner
 14.  "M*A*S*H" character
 16.  Sod buster
 17.  Pirate's pet desert
 19.  Org. for Ginsburg and  
  Thomas
 20.  Grabs some z's
 21.  He wrote The Praise of  
  Folly
 23.  Lever 2000 competitor
 25.  "The ___ McCoy"
 26.  It doesn't go full circle
 29.  Spheres of interest
 32.  Old Icelandic saga
 34.  Anthony who married J. Lo
 36.  Morton product
 37.  Word after stinking
 39.  Secret target?
 40.  ___'easter
 41.  Bad spots for teens?
 42.  Flightless New Zealanders
 44.  Transitional word
 46.  Record problem
 47.  Stevie Wonder's '___ She  
  Lovely'
 48.  Camel lot?
 50.  "Game, ___, match!"
 51.  Like a fine Merlot
 53.  Religious schism
 55.  Fished like a caveman
 58.  Put the pressure on
 62.  Beverage measured in  
  spots?
 63.  Anti-war mail
 65.  Row boat need
 66.  Sugar partner, in a verse

 67.  Unsavory one
 68.  "Little Giant" Mel
 69.  ___ gin fizz
 70.  Roots author Alex

Down

 1.  Waiters' rewards
 2.  Office for Obama
 3.  Went really fast
 4.  Proved to be human
 5.  Mr. Magoo's problem
 6.  Gallery hangings
 7.  Add punch to punch?
 8.  Jewish calendar month
 9.  Senegal seaport
 10.  Helpful moving birds
 11.  Flash ___ (impromptu  
  gatherings)
 12.  Split ___ soup
 15.  Tend to the bird feeder
 18.  Russian royals
 22.  Plaid fabric
 24.  Wilderness home
 26.  Uncontrolled

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

AT THE ZOO
S O A P D A R I N M B A S
O N T O E N E R O E E N Y
S E A L I N G F A N N A I L
A R D E N N E S S P U R N S

C O I L C E L E B
P E C A N S S I N A T R A S
E L U T E C O A S T Y E A
S I B S C A N O E B A R N
T A B A L P E S G E N I E
S H Y S T E R S R O S T E R

H E A R A D O I T
S H O R T I P R O N O U N S
C O L E C R Y I N G W O L F
A M E S A T R E E E M A C
N E S T L E E R Y D O T S

PRODUCTIONS

“Polanski Polanski” — Actor 
Grant Neale in a one-man 
performance that imagines 
three threshold moments from 
the brilliant, controversial — 
and some would say criminal 
— director’s life. 
When: Through Sept. 21, 
Thursday - Saturday, 8 pm;
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/students and 
seniors
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.org

“A View From the Bridge” — 
Arthur Miller’s drama explores 
issues of love, belonging and 
betrayal. It centers around 
Eddie Carbone, an Italian-
American longshoreman living 
in Brooklyn with his wife and 
his orphaned 17-year-old niece.
When: Through Sept. 21; Friday - 
Saturday, 8 pm; Saturday, Sept. 
21, 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18

Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Act One: One Act” — A 
competition style one-act play 
festival where each week teams of 
actors, directors and playwrights 
will advance to the fi nal round 
through audience votes. 
When: Through Sept. 22; 
Thursday - Friday, 8 pm; 
Saturday, 4 pm and 8 pm; 
Sunday, 4 pm and 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Agatha Christie’s A Murder 
is Announced” — Theatre Time 
Productions presents a murder 
mystery involving a newspaper 
advertisement announcing the 
upcoming crime, a house full 
of guests who think it’s all a 
game and the defi nitive Christie 
detective, Miss Jane Marple. 
When: Sept. 20 - Sept. 29, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., 

Bayside
Cost: $16, $14/seniors and 
students
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“Boeing, Boeing” — The 
Rockaway Theatre Co. presents 
Marc Camoletti’s Boulevard 
comedy centers on swinging 
1960s bachelor Bernard who 
juggles three stewardesses, 
who each believe they’re 
engaged to him, whenever 
their work brings them to Paris. 
All goes well, until his friend 
Robert and the three women 
show up at the same time.
When: Sept. 20-22, Sept. 27-29 
and Oct. 4-6; Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $15, $12/seniors, students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“A Midsummer’s Night 
Dream” — The Queens Players 
christen the Secret Theatre’s 
redesigned Little Theater with a 
re-imagining of Shakespeare’s 
comedy set in the circus world. 
When: Sept. 26 - Oct. 12, 
Thursday - Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-

02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Tartuffe, or The Imposter” 
— That Random Company 
presents its debut production 
with a retelling of Moliére’s 
1660 play time-warped to the 
1960s.
When: Sept. 26 - Sept. 29, 

Thursday-Saturday at 7:30 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15, $10/student with 
valid ID
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Arms and the Man” — Standard 
Bear Productions joins Byronic 
Women to present George 

Bernard Shaw’s satire about the 
ironies of war and the fallacies 
of romantic idealism.
When: Oct. 2 - Oct. 13, 
Wednesday - Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

HAPPY HOURS
from 

from 

beginning 
RHYTHM & BREWS

from 
LADIES NIGHT

beginning  

           FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE
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73-50 Little Neck Parkway   |   Floral Park, NY   |   (718) 347-FARM  |   www.queensfarm.org
@queensfarmThe Queens County Farm Museum Free Parking for All Events!

QUEENS COUNTY FARM MUSEUM
Fall Fun at the

Queens County Fair Saturday & Sunday, September 21-22,  11am – 6pm
Admission: Adults - $8, Children age 12 and under - $5

Pig racing, pie eating contests, blue ribbon compeititions, music & entertainment of all types!

BRING THIS ORIGINAL AD FOR $1.00 OFF ADMISSION TO THE FAIR OR THE MAZE

THE AMAZING MAIZE MAZE 
Sponsored by Con Edison

HAVE FUN GETTING LOST IN OUR 3-ACRE CORN MAZE
Admission: Adults - $9, Children (ages 4-11) - $5, 

Ages 3 & under - FREE

Hours: Sat. & Sun., Sept. 21 - Oct. 27, 11am – 4:30pm
Moonlight Maze: Sat. Oct. 5 & 12, 11am – 9pm

Monday, Oct. 14, 11am-4:30pm
(On event days, Sept. 21-22 and Oct. 27 admission to the farm grounds is not free!)

ENTER THE 
SCARECROW 

MAKING CONTEST! 
Bring your entry 
to the Farm by 

Friday, October 4 at 4pm.

Cash prizes will be awarded. 
VIsit our website for details.

THE 
PUMPKIN 

PATCH
Saturdays & Sundays in October 

& October 14, 11am – 4:30pm 

Prices based 
on size 

of pumpkin. 
$3 & up

Fine Italian Dining
Private Party Rooms & Catering 

for All Occasions Available
Gift Certifi cates Available

FREE DELIVERY
12-53 150th Street 

Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-4699
Please visit us at: 

www.ducalewhitestone.com

Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays
$12.95 PASTA NIGHT

with a choice of Soup or Salad and a Glass of Wine

PRICE FIXED MENU $21.95+TAX
Appetizers (Choice of)

Main Course (Choice of)

LUNCH SPECIAL$10.95
Every Day 12pm-3pm

15% OFF ENTIRE BILL*

Regular Dinner Price
*Excludes Holidays and Special Offers or Promotions. One Check per Table. Exp. 11/15/13. Must Use Coupon

SENIOR CITIZEN SPECIAL $18.95
Appetizer, Main Course, Dessert, Coffee & Glass of Wine or House Cocktail

Every Day 3pm-6pm

Everyday 
Special
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FILM

The Complete Howard Hawks 
— The Museum of the Moving 
Image celebrates legendary 
Hollywood director Howard 
Hawks with two months of 
screenings. Hawks created 
iconic fi lms in every genre 
including “His Girl Friday,” 
“Scarface” (1932), “The Big 
Sleep” and “Rio Bravo.”
When: Through Nov. 10, for 
complete schedule check out 
MOMI’s website
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Screenings are included 
in the cost of admission: $12/
adults, $9/seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Biala: Vision and Memory — 
The fi rst comprehensive survey 
of Janice Biala’s work, known 
for her charming interiors, still-
lifes and landscapes.
When: Through Oct. 26; Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 7 pm; 
Saturday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Queens College Godwin-
Ternbach Museum, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., 405 Klapper Hall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

Silent Beaches, Untold 
Stories: New York City’s 
Forgotten Waterfront — An 
interdisciplinary exhibition 
exploring the city’s waterfront 
areas that are remote, neglected 
or little known to the public.
When: Through Nov. 9; Tuesday 
- Friday, 10 am - 5 pm; Saturday, 
Noon - 5 pm
Where: St. John’s University, Dr. 
M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, 
Sun Yat Sen Hall, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu/
academics/centers/yehgallery

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 
— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 
Rennhack exploring sites from 
around the world. 
When: Through December, 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
10 am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, 
College Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322
Website: 
poppenhuseninstitute.org

EVENTS

Queens County Fair — A 
traditional county fair with 
livestock, produce and crafts 
competitions. Other events 
include corn-husking and pie-
eating contests, Lumberjack 
shows, pig-racing, hayrides and 
a midway. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 21 and 
Sunday, Sept. 22, 11 am - 6 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $8/adults, $5/children 
12 and under, Free with Farm 
Membership; some attractions 
require additional fare
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

Robert Klein — As part of its 
Comedy Series, the Queens 
Theatre presents the comedian 
and his take on culture, life and 
romance.
When: Saturday, Sept. 28, 8 pm, 
Sunday, Sept. 29, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $35/standard, $25/rear
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and 
more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens outside the Gardens’ 
fence on Dahlia Avenue near 
Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

DANCE

“Flamenc@!” — An all-new 
program of Flamenco music 
and dance with Andrea Del 
Conte Danza Espana. 

When: Through Sept. 29, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $35, $32/students and 
senior citizens
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

Crossing Frets for Tapping 
— Chinese pipa player Min 
Xiao-Fen and Korean komungo 
player Jin Hi Kim team up with 
rhumba tapper Max Pollak for 
an evening for cross-cultural 
live improvisation. 
When: Friday, Sept. 20, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15/general, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

Queens College Orchestra 
Concert — Music Director 
Maurice Peress leads the 
group in a program of Copland, 
Mendelssohn and Sibellus.
When: Wednesday, Sept. 25, 
12:15 pm; Friday, Sept. 27, 7:30 
pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing

KIDS & FAMILY

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 42

SATURDAY NIGHT

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

ENJOY 
LUNCH, DINNER 

& SUNDAY BRUNCH 
ON THE DECK

Live Piano Friday & Saturday Evenings 
Featuring Sylvia, pianist, on Friday Nights

Indoor & Outdoor 
Party Spaces Available

LOBSTER SPECIALS 

with 
Gary Pace, pianist 

& Jennifer Pace, vocalist

September 21st 
Starting at 7PM

LIVE 
MUSIC
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from 1997 until 2010, when 
it lost its home and entered 
a sort of limbo period, said 
Vincent. When the Colonial 
Church became available 
they jumped at the chance 
to mount their latest pro-
duction there. 

Set in an English vil-
lage in the post-World 
War II period, “A Murder 
is Announced” depicts a 
gathering of friends and 
neighbors at a manor home 
on Friday the 13th. Many 
of these guests showed up 
after reading an ad in that 
morning’s papers, which 
said a murder would take 
place at the house that 
evening at 6:30. And sure 
enough, at half-past six the 
drawing room is plunged 
into darkness and shots 
ring out. Luckily, one of 
the guests that evening is 
amateur sleuth Miss Jane 
Marple, who quickly sorts 
out the whole mess.

It’s the second time 
Long Island resident Mari-

lyn Welsher has tackled 
Miss Marple in this par-
ticular play. Despite her 
history with the part, she 
admits having to relearn 
all of the lines. 

“It doesn’t come back,” 
said Welsher. “But there is 
familiarity.”

For 40 years, Welsher 
has been a familiar sight 
both in front of the foot-
lights and backstage with 
nearly every theater group 
in Queens and Suffolk 
counties. Back then she 
was a suburban stay-at-
home mother with a young 
son and the desire to get out 
of the house. She saw an 
ad in the local paper for a 
production at the Baldwin, 
L.I. Y and decided to check 
it out.

“I thought maybe I’ll go 
and help out,” said Welsher. 
“I guess the bug bit me and 
it has grown and grown.”

Over the years Little 
Neck resident Sharon 
Levine’s acting resumé has 
grown to include parts in 
musicals and plays. Like a 

lot of community theater 
performers, Levine dabbled 

a bit in collegiate theatrics 
but never pursued it much 

beyond that. That is until 
her daughter started school 
in Forest Hills. 

“At my daughter’s ele-
mentary school the parent-
teacher group would put on 
performances for fund-rais-
ers,” said Levine. “I’d go 
and watch them and I’d be 
like, I want to be up there. 
It gets under your skin and 
into your blood.”

It also helps to have 
someone with talent lead-
ing the group, said Levine. 

“Kevin is a great direc-
tor,” said Levine. “He will 
suggest a nuance you might 
not have seen in one of your 
speeches.”

More importantly 
than that, said actor An-
nette Daiell, Vincent brings 
a skill set you don’t always 
find at this level.

“Unlike some direc-
tors, Kevin is not just a 
blocker,” said Daiell. “He 
understands character and 
even with something as for-
mulaic as Christie he has 
a vision that helps the ac-
tors.”

For Vincent’s part, he 
acknowledges community 
theater often gets a bad rap, 

especially when Broadway 
is a 7-train ride away. But 
he and his company pride 
themselves on the quality 
they bring to each perfor-
mance. 

That’s one of the rea-
sons many in this cast seek 
out Theatre Time produc-
tions and Vincent’s direc-
tion. 

Whitestone resident 
Armand Catenaro has been 
with the Vincents since the 
company’s inception. As 
Catenaro tells it, this for-
mer splicer with the tele-
phone company showed up 
for choir rehearsal at his 
church only to discover the 
evening’s session was can-
celed and in its place were 
auditions for a new theater 
group. 

Although he fancied 
himself a singer, he decided 
to give acting a shot and 
landed in the cast of The-
atre Time’s first production 
“Room Service.” He’s been 
coming back ever since. 

“I think theater is in 
my blood,” said Catenaro. “I 
like being on stage. It’s scary 
as hell, but it is absolutely 
thrilling and fulfilling.”

Continued from Page 35

Whitestone resident Armand Catenaro (r.) rehearses a scene with 
a seated Nili Resnick of Bayside while Flushing resident Sergio 
Fuenzalida looks on.  Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

71-28 Cooper Avenue  |  Glendale, New York 11385  
718–821–8401  |  www.edisonplaceny.com

TWO WEEKENDS

* CLOSED FOR PRIVATE EVENT SATURDAY, SEPT. 21ST * 

KICKOFF PARTY
WITH MUSIC FROM 

JOHN WEBER9/19
WRAP UP PARTY

WITH MUSIC FROM 
PA PA BAVARIAN 
SINGERS9/29

THURSDAY, SEPT. 19TH - SUNDAY, SEPT. 22ND

THURSDAY, SEPT. 26TH - SUNDAY, SEPT. 29TH

BEER AND FOOD SPECIALS ALL WEEKEND LONG
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dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 

outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through a 
cloud of a million jellyfi sh and visit 
an alien world where the tiniest 
creatures live in this 3D theater 
presentation. Recommended for 
children 6 years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona

Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

COMEDY

Open Mic at Rapture Lounge 
— All musicians, poets, writers, 
singers-songwriters, comedians 
and performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.rapturelounge.
com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 40

Great Neck Plaza
AutoFest/Street Festival

516-829-1301    shopgreatneck.com
Great Neck Plaza Business Improvement District Production

(Raindate: Sunday, October 6)

Sponsored by

29Annual

To Benefit the Wounded Warrior Project

Whitestone Bake Shop
BREAD BAKED DAILY ON PREMISES

ITALIAN BREAD - BUY 2, GET 1 FREE!

      .

25-15 Parsons Boulevard, Flushing NY 11354

10% OFF Special Order Cakes
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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The restaurant business has 
always been part of Alex Ber-
nard’s life.

His grandmother Sybil 
opened up her namesake Guya-
nese restaurant and bakery in 
South Richmond Hill in 1976.

“After school we came to the 
restaurant to do our homework,” 
said Bernard, who grew up in Ja-
maica.

Now he, along with his fa-
ther Vilburt, runs Veggie Castle 
II, which serves all-vegan Carib-
bean cuisine.

Despite what is, for some, un-
orthodox fare, the customers are 
a diverse group of people, rang-
ing in age and ethnicity, Bernard 
said. About half identify them-
selves as vegetarian or vegan.

“That’s what food is about,” 
the 28-year-old said. “There’s no 
discrimination here. Everybody 
wants good food.”

The Queens spot is the sec-
ond incarnation of Veggie Castle; 
the first opened in 1997 in Brook-
lyn and closed after 10 years when 
the rent got too high.

The idea for Veggie Castle 
was inspired by a family friend, 
who also operated a vegetarian 
restaurant, and came from its lo-
cation: They opened it in a vacant 
White Castle. Sybil suggested the 

name.
Eight years ago, when the 

family needed a new site, they 
chose one right next to Sybil’s.

One of the most popular 
dishes is the soy ginger chicken, 
Bernard said.

“The ones who are vegetari-
ans like it because it tastes good,” 
he said. “The others like it be-
cause it tastes just like chicken. 
They don’t miss the meat.”

Another popular choice is the 
“chicken drumstick” — seasoned 
tofu wrapped around a stick and 
shaped like the leg of a chicken.

They also offer a customiz-
able grill menu and a full juice 
bar with more than 52 offerings.

The new location was takeout 
only, but about a month ago the 
family opened a dining section to 
accommodate more guests.

Bernard said he has had 

a few noteworthy visitors, in-
cluding rapper Common, singer 
Erykah Badu, Travie McCoy of 
the group Gym Class Heroes and 
reggae artists, many of whom live 
on a vegetarian diet.

“A lot of them come here as 
soon as they get off the plane,” 
Bernard said.

John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport is about a 10-min-
ute drive from the restaurant.

Bernard likes to say he is not 
in the restaurant business but 
rather in the business of feeding 
people.

“There’s nothing better than 
seeing someone enjoy a meal you 
just prepared fresh,” he said.

Reach reporter Bianca Fortis 
by email at bfortis@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Patrons dine like royalty at Veggie Castle
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The week began and 

ended with Jason Levitt 
shedding tears.

The Bayside football 
coach couldn’t help but 
think about his mother 
Anne as he prepared to face 
James Madison. She died 
at the age of 65 from scle-
roderma, an autoimmune 
that hardens blood vessels 
and can affect vital organs, 
the morning of the Com-
modores’ meeting with the 
Knights last season.

That game ended up 
being an excruciating one-
point defeat after Bayside 
blew a 21-point, fourth-
quarter lead. Levitt, who 
turned 37 last week, asked 
for a different outcome this 
time: a win for his birthday 
and his mom.

“He cried after we 
watched the film on Mon-
day,” running back Trevon 
Moe said. “This game 
meant a lot to him.”

Levitt, who isn’t shy 
about showing emotion, 
cried again when he hud-
dled with his team after a 
37-6 home rout of Madison 
in PSAL Bowl Conference 
football Sunday afternoon. 
His mom was again on his 
mind.

“She is like my best 
friend,” Levitt said. “She 
and my dad. Losing her is 
ridiculous. I’m tearing up 
right now just thinking 
about it.”

The players cheered 
his and his mom’s name. 
Levitt hugged his dad Mark 
after the victory. His father 
thanked the players for 
playing for the Levitt fam-
ily in the locker room after.

The coach’s story par-

ticularly hit home with 
quarterback Henry McCoy. 
The Susan Wagner transfer 
is new to the team, but not 
new to loss. His mom died 
three years ago. It made it 
easier to connect with the 
story Levitt told during 
the week and fueled him to 
win.

“I felt it because I lost 
my mom, too,” McCoy said. 
“It made me feel good and 
it definitely made my team 
feel good to help a man that 
helps us every day.”

Bayside’s playmak-
ers helped themselves 
to chunks of yards and 
numerous big plays. The 

Commodores (2-0), who 
were without injured cap-
tains Antonio Agro and 
Bert Cuza, scored 29 unan-
swered points after Madi-
son (0-1) pulled within 8-6 
early in the second quarter. 
Moe carried the ball five 
times for 119 yards and 
touchdowns of 68 and 34 
yards.

McCoy completed five 
of eight passes for 94 yards, 
including a 51-yard touch-
down pass to Tyrell Plaza. 
McCoy also ran for a 2-yard 
score and a two-point con-
version. Jeremiah Harris 
had the game’s first score 
when he took back 55 yards 

for a touchdown in the first 
quarter.

“This team has an 
abundance of playmakers,” 
McCoy said. “We have a lot 
of people who, when you get 
the ball in their hands, they 
can take it to the house.”

The victory and strong 
play of the defense signaled 
to Levitt that Bayside has 
a chance to be one of the 
league’s top teams this sea-
son. It only added good feel-
ings to an already meaning 
win.

“We know this is a big 
one,” Levitt said. “We are 
not going to be satisfied 
with being 2-0. No way.”
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BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
The St. John’s Univer-

sity men’s soccer team fin-
ished its four-game home 
stand perfectly, winning 
all games, thanks to the 
strength of Sean Sepe’s sec-
ond consecutive 
g a me -w i n n i n g 
goal.

The sopho-
more’s 24th min-
ute score was all the No. 
12-ranked Red Storm need-
ed to get past West Virginia 
Sunday night at Belson Sta-
dium. Sepe corralled a Jim-
my Mulligan pass, weaved 
his way around three de-
fenders near the top of the 
box and tapped the ball past 
the keeper.

“I saw the open spot 
and put it in,” Sepe said of 
the score. “I was mad at 
myself I didn’t score on my 
first try, so I thought, ‘I’m 
definitely getting one this 
game.’”

The game was just 
Sepe’s second start of the 
season. The first came in a 
loss at Virginia. He is mak-

ing the most of his playing 
time. The previous game 
he netted the game winner 
as a second half sub to give 
St. John’s a 1-0 victory over 
South Carolina.

“[Starting is] a little 
different,” Sepe said. “Ev-

erybody’s fresh 
and you have to 
get behind defend-
ers, but I’d rather 
start, obviously.”

The one goal has been 
enough for the Johnnies as, 
for the third straight game, 
the defense kept the ball out 
of the net for a 1-0 victory. 
St. John’s Coach Dr. Dave 
Masur thought this perfor-
mance as an improvement 
on Friday’s.

“I thought we didn’t de-
fend that well against South 
Carolina,” he said. “We did 
for sure today. West Vir-
ginia has some very good 
offensive weapons.”

Red Storm goalie Rafa-
el Diaz notched five saves, 
including a full-on diving 
stop in the first half, to earn 
his third straight shutout. 

Continued on Page 48

Sepe leads St. John’s 
to victory over WVU

Commodores rout Madison
Bayside scores emotional win in memory of coach’s late mother

 Bayside’s Jeremiah Harris returns a punt 55 yards for a touchdown against James Madison. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

St John’s University player Sean Sepe (l.) protects the ball. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Related column 
PAGE 46
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BY JOHN TOLIS
 
During the preseason 

there was a battle for the 
starting quarterback job 
at Holy Cross between Paul 
Yodice and Akini Primis.

Yodice won the job and 
it looks like the Knights 
are in good hands after 
two wins. He was a hero in 
Cross’ thrilling 12–6 win 
over host Mount St. Michael 
in CHSFL football play Sat-
urday afternoon.

He rolled out and 
tossed a 57-yard, game-
winning touchdown pass to 
Brandon Jackson, who did 
some extra work over the 
final 20 yards to get the ball 
in the end zone, with only 
20 seconds remaining in 
the contest. Yodice was just 
trying to make a play.

“My offensive line 
stayed with me and I don’t 
know. I blacked out and 

threw it to my man Jack-
son,” Yodice said. “Touch-
down.”

The Knights had bare-
ly used the long ball in the 
game, but Yodice has done 
well with his opportunities. 
He is 8-for-17 for 195 yards 
and three touchdowns in 
two games.

“He’s making the most 
of his time,” Holy Cross 
Coach Tom Pugh said.

The Knights (2-0, 1-0) 
ran the ball mostly, but 
the Mount St. Michael de-
fense did a tremendous 
job of holding them at bay. 
Holy Cross got help from 
its vaunted defense early. 
It forced a fumble on the 
Mountaineers’ first snap of 
the game and senior Jordan 
Francklin recovered the 
ball. He later ran the ball 
in from 10 yards out to give 
his team an early 6-0 lead.

The Mountaineers (0-

2, 0-1) came right back on 
the possession after and got 
through the tough Knight 
defense. Quarterback 
Kasim Thomas handed 
off to junior running back 

Albert Sutton. He ran it in 
the end zone from 9 yards 
out and tied the score 6-6. It 
was not until the last points 
of the game that Jackson 
found the end zone in the 

final minute.
“It’s a war,” Pugh 

said. “Every time we play 
Mount we have these kind 
of games, physical games … 
very physical.”

Pugh understands that 
his defense is top notch, 
but still thinks his offense 
needs a little work.

“The offense hasn’t 
caught up to our defense 
yet,” he said.

Yodice agrees with his 
coach.

“Offense definitely 
needs something to work 
on, thank God our defense 
stayed in the game,” he 
said.

Still, Yodice showed 
late in the game that he 
can remain poised in the 
big moment. His late touch-
down showed promise for 
the future with his ability 
in the pocket and his throw-
ing arm.

“He made a great play,” 
Pugh said. “He hit the fast-
est guy in our school down 
the sideline.”

Holy Cross quarterback Paul Yodice looks to make a pass. Photo by Robert Cole

Cross bests Mount with last second touchdown
Quarterback Paul Yodice launches 57-yard pass to Brandon Jackson for thrilling end of matchup

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

 A grin quickly ap-
peared on Tim Parker’s 
face at the mention of the 
St. John’s University men’s 
soccer team adjusting its 
formation this season.

That wasn’t always the 
case. The players were at 
first skeptical of going from 
a 4-4-2 formation to a 5-3-
2. In Coach Dave Masur’s 
23 seasons, the Red Storm 
has always been known as 
a strong defensive bunch. 
Why change what is proven 
to work?

“The first time he said 
it we all questioned it a bit 
just ’cause last year we felt 

we played pretty well defen-
sively,” Parker said.

The doubt quickly 
evaporated.

In the players’ minds 

the move has bolstered 
their play on both sides of 
the ball. The extra defender 
back makes it harder for 

New SJU formation helps 
Red Storm to strong start

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The players who made 

St. Francis Prep one of the 
city’s best and deepest vol-
leyball teams last season 
are now keeping it argu-
ably its most talented.

The Terriers lost sev-
en seniors, including last 
year’s TimesLedger News-
papers All-Queens Player 
of the Year Kelly Flynn, 
from a squad that won 
the school’s sixth straight 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I girls’ volleyball 
title. With old faces moving 
to more prominent places, 
St. Francis Prep did not 
miss a beat in a 25-18, 25-21, 
25-18 win over rival Arch-
bishop Molloy in Briar-
wood Monday in the teams’ 
first meeting.

“They know it’s their 
opportunity,” SFP Coach 
Kevin Colucci said. “They 

were patient with it. Now 
they know it’s their time. I 
hope they take full advan-
tage of everything.”

Senior setter Nicole 
Tong recorded 35 assists 
and four digs. Returning 
star middle hitter Caroline 
Gorecki had 10 kills and Ja-

clyn Laforgia added eight. 
Tong and the Terriers did a 
great job spreading the ball 
around to their bevy of hit-
ters. The big front line that 
includes Johairy Rivade-
neira, Stephanie Sokolich 
and Lauren Drauch domi-

Reloaded St. Francis Prep 
sweeps rival Molloy team

St. Francis Prep players cheer after a point. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

St. John’s University soccer players celebrate with Sean Sepe af-
ter he scored a goal. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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$199
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $199 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Terrain
FFWD SLE-1

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera,
Trction Control, Power Windows,

Power Door Locks, Bluetooth,
Remote Entry, Tire Monitor, 

Anti-Theft & Much More! 
MSRP $27,200

Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment (SRX/CTS $595 Bank Fee ) plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded.
No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At
Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest / Lease
Loyalty Offer $500/$1,000. Conquest Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 09-30-2013.

BUICK
Redefining The Customer Experience

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

per month 36 months. Due at inception: $369 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5 Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  SRX
Luxury Collection

with Navigation

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000 Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

LEASE FOR

$369
LEASE FOR

Luxury Collection with Driver Awareness 
Package

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!! $0 Down Payment!!!  

$0 Security Deposit!!!
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $469 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

$469
LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$259
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $259 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Encore

Power Sunroof, Power
Windows, Power Door Locks,

Power Seats, Rear Back-up
Camera, Fog Lamps, 

Remote Start & Much More!
MSRP $26,560

Conquest Rebate $500

LEASE FOR

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2014GMC Acadia

Automatic, Air Conditioning,
Power Moonroof, Heated Seats,

Power Seats, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Rear Park

Assist & Much More! 
MSRP $40,800

Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

Convenience
Group

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$599
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $599 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, 

$0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Yukon
Denali All-Wheel DriveSLE-2 All-Wheel Drive

Automatic, AC, Power Sunroof,
Rear Entertainment Package,
Fully Loaded! & Much More! 

MSRP $64,785

Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

Automatic, Power Windows, 
Power Door Locks,

Bose Surround System,
Heated Seats, Power Seats, 

Power Sunroof, 
Bluetooth 

& Much More! 
MSRP $35,490

FWD, Automatic, AC, 
Power Windows & Locks,

Power Mirrors, Power Seat,
Bluetooth, Turn by Turn

Navigation, Forward
Collision Alert, Lane

Departure Warning, Saftey
Aleat Seat, & Much More! 

MSRP $44,805

Automatic Transmission, 
A/C, Driver Awareness Package,
Power Sunroof, Compact Spare

Tire, Heated & Cooled Seats,
Rear Back-Up Camera, Front &
Rear Park Assist, Remote Start,

Rain Sensor Wipers &  Much
More. MSRP $52,300

BUICK

BUICK
Check Out These Great Buick GMC Offers, For A Limited Time!

REAL CARS! REAL PRICES!
IN STOCK & READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  XTS
All-Wheel Drive

Coupe

Performance

Package

per month 39 months. Due at inception: $319 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

$319
LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

All-Wheel Drive, Automatic, 
Leather Interior, Back-Up

Camera, Blind Side Alert, Bose
Surround, Power Windows,
Power Locks, Power Seats,

Bluetooth, Remote Start, Turn
by Turn Navigation, Rear Park

Assist, Heated Seats, Fog Lights,
&  Much More. MSRP $47,740

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  CTS

Special
Event

Pricing!



TL

48
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, S
EP

T. 
20

-2
6,

 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

He gave praise to his de-
fense that stymied the West 
Virginia attack all day.

“This is the best defen-
sive game we’ve played,” 
Diaz said. “The second half 
I don’t think they had a 
clear shot and that’s a team 
that scores a lot of goals.

Keeping the pressure 
on the West Virginia (3-2-1) 
defense all night was former 
Francis Lewis star Danny 
Bedoya. The forward led 
the Red Storm (5-1-0) with 
four shots on goal and nar-
rowly missed connecting 

on several occasions.
“He’s got some really 

exciting change of pace 
[ability] in the attacking 
third which we hope will 

continue down the road,” 
Masur said.

The game was St. 
John’s’ last before starting 
Big East conference play 
against Creighton Sept. 21. 
It is one of three straight 
contests before once again 
returning to the friendly 
confines of Belson Sta-
dium. The Johnnies’ lone 
defeat this season came on 
the road.

“The last time we 
went to Virginia we didn’t 
play well at all, and we got 
played off the field,” Sepe 
said. “So it’s personal for 
everyone on the team when 
we go away to show we 
could play on the road and 
not only at home.”

BY JOHN TOLIS
 
St. Francis Prep girls’ 

soccer Coach John Jenkins 
isn’t keen on using an at-
tacking style of play. The 
Terriers take a different 
and more defensive ap-
proach to the game as they 
try to compete in the top 
division of the CHSAA Nas-
sau/Suffolk league, argu-
ably the best in the area.

St. Francis Prep did its 
best to shut down Kellen-
berg, but a late Firebirds 
goal gave them a 2-1 win in 
both teams’ league opener 
at Fort Totten Sept. 11. The 
Terriers did a good job of 
clearing the ball out of dan-
ger in the back, but Jenkins 
was hoping for more.

“We know we can play 
defense, you see that and 

there’s not too many teams 
that can play defense,” Jen-
kins said. “I really think 
that they’re better than 
that and I really think they 
can play the way soccer is 
supposed to be played, in-
stead of clearing it.”

Senior midfielder Al-
yssa Argento shares the 
same feelings as her coach. 
Just clearing the ball isn’t 
enough. The Terriers will 
need to work on turning 
their defense into offense 
and keeping the ball in 
their control more.

“We should maybe 
have a little bit more pos-
session instead of just kick-
ing it up,” Argento said. 
“We need to play more of-
fense.”

SFP has a strong defen-
sive unit led by junior and 

co-captain Tara Ferraris 
and goalie Samantha Co-
botic. Ferraris believes the 

defense can improve, but 
is playing well despite the 
graduation of Aimée Kas-

mally and Gina Baglieri.
“We just need to work 

more together and com-
municate better,” Ferraris 
said. “Defensively we could 
use a little more work, but a 
big improvement from last 
year.”

The defense was put 
to the test against Kellen-
berg and it held strong for 
most of the afternoon and 
appeared ready to claim at 
least a 1-1 tie.

That was until Kellen-
berg’s midfielder, Brooke 
Salmon, scored the win-
ner from just outside the 
box with less than two 
minutes remaining in the 
game. It came right after 
the Terriers had just gotten 
even minutes earlier when 
forward Sophia DeLeon 
scored on a free kick just 

outside from the right side 
of the box.

Kellenberg won the 
possession game in the 
first half, moving the ball 
smoothly and putting three 
shots on goal. The St. Fran-
cis defense was kept busy, 
but batted away every ball 
that was put in front of 
them. Autumn Brown was 
a force for SFP a center 
back during a scoreless 
first half.

Despite the loss, Jen-
kins feels optimistic go-
ing forward in a difficult 
league.

“We’re going to keep 
on improving, that’s all,” 
Jenkins said. “We’re in a 
league that’s got four teams 
who are all everything and 
we’d like to stay in this 
league to get better.”

nated the net.
“It’s good to always 

have an available hitter 
if one isn’t performing to 
their full ability,” Gorecki 
said. “It’s always good to 
have another option.”

The Terriers (2-0) 
needed all of them to hold 
off Molloy in the second set. 
Colucci was forced to call 
time with the Stanners up 
16-13. He told his team to re-
focus and calm down. Their 
passing became crisper as 
the match went along. An 

ace from Rivadeneira even-
tually tied the score at 18-
18. SFP never trailed again 
and recorded the last three 
points of the set to win 25-
21.

“When we are positive, 
that’s when we play the 
best,” Tong said.

Despite losing the set, 
it was the best Molloy (1-1) 
played all match, but they 
were undone by a slow 
start. Needing to get going 
faster is becoming a both-
ersome trend to first-year 
Stanners Coach and alum-
na Nicole Bagatta.

“Their first game they 
have to like warmup,” she 

said. “It’s a struggle we 
have that we are trying to 
overcome.”

Molloy got a strong 
performance from Kather-
ine Kilkenny (seven kills), 
captain Emily Rabot (six 
kills, nine assists) and new 
libero Emily Noblesala. 
Bagatta, who took over for 
Steve Leoutsakos, thought 
the Terriers won the battle 
at the net and her team 
made one too many errors 
to upset the Terriers.

“Every overpass we 
make they are just killing 
it down,” the coach said. 
“They didn’t kill us any-
where else.”

St. John’s

Continued from Page 46 

Volleyball

St. Francis Prep’s Angela Careddu keeps the ball from Kellenberg’s 
Paige McDermott. Photo by Ken Maldonado

St. Francis Prep falls to Firebirds in league opener

opponents to score, while 
allowing St. John’s to safely 
push players up to generate 
more scoring chances. The 
Red Storm is off to a 5-1-0 
start and ranked No. 12 in 
the country.

“We are a little bit 
more of a threat,” Parker 
said. “We keep the ball bet-
ter in the back. We can play 
out of the back and we are 
able to get forward more. I 
feel like we create more of 
an attack out of the back.”

Unfortunately, more 
scoring chances haven’t al-
ways translated into more 
goals for St. John’s. The 

Johnnies have struggled to 
finish, but have won four 
straight games heading 
into their conference open-
er on the road against No. 1 
Creighton Sept. 21. The last 
three victories have come 
by a score of 1-0.

“We are used to be-
ing strong in the back late 
in games, but we do wish 
we could have a couple 3-0 
games,” Parker said.

Defense is still the key 
to victory for St. John’s. 
That will never change 
as long as Masur is on the 
sidelines. It’s made the 
Johnnies one of the nation’s 
most decorated programs. 
It isn’t easy to win that way, 
with so little margin for er-
ror, but St. John’s contin-
ues to do it behind Parker, 

Casey Osborne, Adrian 
L’Esperance, Jamie Thom-
as and Jordan Rouse.

“We think to be a great 
team we have to win 1-0 
games,” Red Storm keeper 
Rafael Diaz said.

St. John’s has claimed 
all five of its wins by a goal 
and its only loss is to then-
No. 20 Virginia 2-0. The Red 
Storm would love to win 
more comfortably and put 
away the quality chances it 
is creating.

“There are a lot of 
things we have to do a lot 
better,” Masur said.

The Johnnies do have 
defense down in their new 
formation and just how 
good they can be when they 
put it all together remains 
to be seen.

Continued from Page 46 

Red Storm
Continued from Page 45 

Tim Parker, of the St John’s 
University soccer team, pre-
pares to launch the ball in the 
air. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
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tion.
For other new institu-

tions, the DOE has found 
partners with Catholic 
schools willing to lease out 
unused space for public 
school students. Both the 
East Elmhurst Community 
School and the Middle Vil-
lage Preparatory Charter 
School opened inside Cath-
olic schools this year.

In western Queens’ 
District 24, among the most 
overcrowded in the city, the 
department cannot keep up 
with the growing student 
population.

Nick Comaianni, 
president of the area’s Com-
munity Education Coun-
cil parents group, said the 
cramped classroom prob-
lem has two parts: finding 
an appropriate site for a 
school and getting the city 
to pay for it.

“We have a budget for 
about 1,200 seats, and that’s 
not going to solve the over-
crowding,” he said. “We 
would need a lot more seats 
than that. I’d say thousands 
more.”

In other locations, 
the city has found unused 
space in buildings where it 
can open schools.

August Martin High 
School in South Jamaica 
and the Virgil I. Grissom 
School in South Ozone Park 
were both identified by the 
BOE as underused and new 
schools opened in their 
buildings. The practice, 
known as co-location, has 
been criticized for wasting 
space on administration 
and creating inequalities 
when it comes to sharing 
spaces such as libraries, 
cafeterias and auditori-
ums.

Still at others, the de-
partment is phasing out en-
rollment or cutting grades 
at schools and using the 
extra space for what it calls 
new seats.

Student rolls at Flush-
ing High School are being 
reduced while two new 
schools are phased in, and 
at the Campus Magnet com-
plex in Cambria Heights 
the Institute for Health 
Professions will gradually 
grow as two high schools 
are phased out.

The DOE expects that 
the seats lost through re-

duced enrollment at the 
Richard S. Grossley School 
in Jamaica will be largely 
recovered by the new Em-
erson School.

At PS 156 in Laurelton, 
three grades were eliminat-
ed this year, and the DOE 
opened the new Queens 
United Middle School in the 
building.

The DOE said its po-
tential scenarios for new 
construction include open-
ing five new buildings next 
year, six schools in 2015 and 
another three the following 
year.

Rachel Paster, presi-
dent of the CEC for Dis-
trict 30, which covers Long 
Island City, Astoria and 
Woodside, said attendees 
at the borough board meet-
ing were frustrated with 
the jargon the department 
used when talking about 
new schools.

“They were particu-
larly offended with what 
the DOE was saying about 
high-quality schools,” she 
said. “What does that mean 
we have in our neighbor-
hoods now — low-quality 
schools?”

the stabbing took place, 
said she first heard yell-
ing before she leaned over 
her counter to look outside 
around 1 p.m..

“One man was on the 
ground,” she said. “And one 
was hitting him.”

Chaudhary said Oroz-
co was crying out, “Help, 
help!” in Spanish.

She thought the inci-
dent was a scuffle and wor-
ried that her glass store-
front would be shattered 
again as it had in the past 
following a fight on the 
street.

But when she looked 
out again, she spotted a 
crowd that had gathered.

“I saw people running 
behind him, saying, ‘Catch 
him, catch him.’”

Two plainclothes of-
ficers chased Torres to 
84th Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue, where they appre-
hended him, police said.

Thomas Oniszko, who 
regularly sits on a milk 
crate on 90th Street, said he 
saw Orozco stabbed three 
separate times and, in the 
final blow, it appeared the 
Woodside man was hit in 
the throat.

Before he was taken 
away in an ambulance, 
Orozco was lying on the 
ground and taking shallow 
breaths, Chaudhary said.

“Paramedics pulled 

off his shirt and he had a 
wound here,” Chaudhary 
said, pointing to her neck.

Orozco was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead 
soon after, the NYPD said.

Oniszko said he and 
other passersby believed 
the attack stemmed from 
the attempted theft of a cell-
phone, but authorities are 
investigating whether anti-
gay sentiment played a role, 
the NYPD said.

Police initially 
charged Torres with as-
sault as a hate crime and 
criminal possession of 
weapons in another stab-
bing in Manhattan Sept. 
12, in which he allegedly at-
tacked a 49-year-old man he 
thought was making sexual 
advances toward him, cops 
said.

Torres allegedly told 
authorities he believed 
Orozco was also coming on 
to him, according to court 
documents reported in the 
New York Post.

He said Orozco was 
making sexual gestures. “I 
got upset because he opened 
the door to his car. I took 
out my knife and poke him 
four or five times,” Torres 
told allegedly said,  accord-
ing to the documents.

The paper reported the 
district attorney said there 
was not enough evidence to 
charge Torres with a hate 
crime in Orozco’s slaying.

Elected officials gath-
ered at the corner where 

Orozco was killed Wednes-
day morning to denounce 
homophobic attacks and 
to push for a more visible 
NYPD presence.

“If people do see po-
lice officers walking down 
the street, that may deter 
them,” said Assembly-
man Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst).

At Boulevard Gardens, 
where Orozco lived with 
his wife, workers described 
him as friendly.

“He was a really nice 
guy. He would always say 
hello,” said Dimitrios Ko-
smopoulos, who works in 
the complex. “He had a 
good heart.”

The buildings’ super, 
Timmy Shaughnessy, said 
he thought Orozco had re-
tired within recently and 
had lived in his co-op for at 
least 10 years.

The workers said they 
often spotted Orosco toting 
cans and bottles to make 
sure they were recycled, 
and he would walk through 
the grounds.

“He liked to be out-
side,” Shaughnessy said.

Councilman Dan-
ny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said Orozco was 
headed to a doctor’s ap-
pointment with his wife, 
Alba, when he was killed.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Stabbing

opened, with hopes the non-
profit would be able to lure 
corporate tenants to the 
site. The PA  was supposed 
to either collect its money 
or the property, which 
houses a 6,000-square-foot 
building GJDC uses for 
meetings, if nothing had 
been built by 2008.

In the meantime, the 
city rezoned 368 blocks in 
downtown Jamaica in 2007, 
changing the area across 
the AirTrain station from 
low-density manufacturing 
to high-rise commercial.

The request for pro-
posal issued for the site 
last summer touted the 
more than 200,000 passen-
gers who pass through the 
downtown area each day 
using the LIRR, subway, 
bus and the AirTrain link 
to John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport.

Able is proposing to 
build a $35 million, 210-
room hotel with a full-ser-
vice restaurant and retail 

space on the ground floor.
“The location is well-

suited for a hotel, as it is 
directly across from and 
easily accessible to the 
Jamaica transit systems. 
Guests will be able to uti-
lize the AirTrain to and 
from JFK Airport,” Able 
CEO Viral Patel said. “We 
look forward to successful 
completion of the project 
and becoming part of the 
downtown Jamaica busi-
ness community.”

The company, which 
manages hotels in Plain-
view and Brentwood, was 

chosen over BRP Develop-
ment Corp. due to “unac-
ceptable contingencies” in 
the latter’s proposal.

Greater Jamaica Presi-
dent Carlisle Towery touted 
the private investment as a 
long-awaited payoff for the 
groundwork the nonprofit 
laid with its public part-
ners.

“Able Hotels’ com-
mitment to build this ho-
tel is a major step in our 
long-term dream of seeing 
private investment aug-
menting Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp.’s public 
partnership with the MTA 
and the Port Authority in 
enhancing downtown Ja-
maica’s unique potential 
for transit-oriented devel-
opment,” he said. “No other 
neighborhood in New York 
offers the convenience of a 
wide array of commercial 
and retail outlets, com-
bined with subways, the 
Long Island Rail Road, 
buses and the AirTrain 
providing quick and easy 
access to John F. Kennedy 
International Airport just 
a 10-minute ride away.”

Continued from Page 1 

Hotel

Continued from Page 4 

Schools

Francis recalled how 
he and Arthur Hill would 
drive around with their 
wives in the backseat while 

they hashed out ideas to 
better their communities.

“I’m sure we did a very 
god job because the world 
continues,” he said with a 
laugh.

Arthur Hill, who died 
in 2010, is survived by his 

wife, Patricia and his four 
children.

“He was very influen-
tial and I loved him very 
much,” Arthur Hill Jr. said 
of his father.

Continued from Page 22 

Hill

tions submitted by parents, 
students, seniors, artists, 
teachers, job-seekers and 
entrepreneurs.

Queens Library 
spokeswoman Joanne King 
said Corona specializes in 
serving the neighborhood’s 
Spanish-speaking popula-
tion.

“Those parents are 

very education-minded and 
they are very concerned 
their children do well,” she 
said. “It’s so heavily used 
and it’s always so crowd-
ed.”

Earlier this year the 
foundation commissioned a 
report that ranked Corona 
at No. 14 among the city’s 
libraries in terms of atten-
dance.

The Queens Village 
Library made the compe-
tition’s short list and was 
granted a $5,000 award.

King said that in addi-
tion to serving the neigh-
borhood, the branch is the 
hub of the library system’s 
outreach program for 
home-bound seniors, dis-
tributing books to nursing 
homes and operating the 
mail-a-book service.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A 24-story hotel is in the 
works near downtown 
Jamaica’s AirTrain station. 

Library
Continued from Page 29 













 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

20
-2

6,
 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
56

TL

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

Starting at 

3695

1995 29952995

3695

1995
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or

ROOFING SIDING

MASONRY

TL

Sale Prices Valid September 1st through September 30th

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•8 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

$18900
REG.

$39900

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

COUPON

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!FREE in Home
Estimates

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

BOW WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE

ON SALE
$189900

REG.
$289900

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7 '

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

REG. ON SALE
$15400$34900

REG. ON SALE
$17400

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

BASEMENT SLIDERS

$39900

COUPON

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550


