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Joseph Purificato explains a poster to Ali Hoering and Jared Beschel Jr. during a fund-raiser at Monahan & Fitzgerald 
in Bayside in memory of Purificato’s sister Tina Di Fava and Beschel’s grandfather William Beschel, who both died 
from breast cancer. See story on Page 10. Photo by Christina Santucci

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT BREAST CANCER

Queensbridge victim comes home

BY REBECCA HENELY

A 15-year-old Queensbridge 
girl who was shot in the hand by 
a stray bullet Sept. 23 was wel-
comed home Monday afternoon 
with a march against gun vio-
lence in her community.

Amy was surrounded by 250 
people, including elected officials 
and public housing activists, in 
her first public appearance since 
the accident. The crowd welcomed 
the Queensbridge teen home with 
a march from her apartment, 
where she was shot through the 
window, to the Jacob Riis Settle-
ment House in Queensbridge.

“Together we are taking a 
stand and marching toward a fu-
ture when gun violence no longer 
exists,” City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said 
in a statement. “Our community 
has had enough. Now is a time to 
end the violence.”

Amy, who had been doing her 
homework when she had been hit, 
had been convalescing at Weill 
Cornell Medical Center over the 
past week.

Community gathers in support of 15-year-old girl shot while doing schoolwork

Continued on Page 16

Creedmoor boss 
promises Avella 
better security

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Community members are 
cautiously optimistic that the se-
curity situation — or, rather, the 
lack of security situation — at the 
Creedmoor Psychiatric Campus 
in Bellerose is going to improve 
after meeting with the head of 
the state’s Office of Mental Health 
last week.

“I think his exact words 
were that they ‘let the situation 
get away’ from them,” said state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who set up the meeting with OMH 
Commissioner Mike Hogan and 
various other stakeholders. “He 
admitted that security is lax and 
recognized that more needs to be 
done.”

The Creedmoor campus is 
split into two sections by Union 
Turnpike, with the OMH’s inpa-
tient hospital on the northern 
campus, which is locked down by 
its security personnel.  The south-
ern campus, however, is home to 
a number of programs run by oth-
er state departments and various 
nonprofits, each responsible for 

The owners of the RKO Keith’s Theatre in 
downtown Flushing still owe back taxes to 
the city.

RKO owner still owes taxman
BY JOE ANUTA

The owner of the crum-
bling RKO Keith’s Theatre 
in downtown Flushing still 
owes more than $380,000 in 
unpaid back taxes and en-
tered into a payment plan 
earlier this year to prevent 
the city from putting a lien 
on the property.

Developer Patrick 
Thompson is seeking to 
build a 16-story, mixed-
use building around the 
landmarked lobby of the 
historic theater, at 135-35 
Northern Blvd., and is try-
ing to secure finances to 
get a shovel in the ground 
at the site of the $160 mil-
lion project.

In March, TimesLedg-
er Newspapers reported 
Thompson owed the city 
Department of Finance 
nearly $400,000 for 2011 
unpaid property taxes. In 
April, Thompson entered 
into a payment plan in or-
der to balance the books. 
At that time, he owed about 

Holocaust survivor 
recounts Nazi horrors

BY PHIL CORSO

Ethel Katz has already told her story of 
survival more times than she could ever re-
member, but her eyes still filled with tears 
when she was asked once again to share her 
memories of living through the Holocaust.

And because of her fluid narration ability , 
Continued on Page 16 Continued on Page 16



2
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

7, 
20

12
    

•  
TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The 54-year-old man 
who admitted to using his 
position as a Little League 
coach at Rochdale Village 
to sexually abuse his young 
players was sentenced to 
18 years in jail last week, 
Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown an-
nounced.

David Hartshorn, once 
named “Rochdale Village 
Little League Coach of the 
Year,” was sentenced by 
Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Richard Buchter 
Friday after he admitted 
to sexually abusing three 
teenage boys and filming 
two others in sexual acts 
between July 2009 and Au-
gust 2010.

“A coach can have a 
lasting impact on a child’s 
life. In this case, unfortu-
nately, it was not in a good 
way,” Brown said. “The 
defendant has admitted 
to being a sexual predator 
who took advantage of his 
position as a Little League 
coach to get close to young 
boys before sexually abus-
ing them. For that reason 
alone, the prison sentence 
meted out by the court to-
day is more than warrant-
ed.”

Hartshorn, who has 
been held on bail since he 
was arrested in February 
2011, pleaded guilty in Au-
gust to one count of first-
degree criminal sexual act, 
two counts of second-degree 
criminal sexual act and two 
counts of using a child in a 
sexual performance.

Hartshorn collapsed in 
court in the winter of 2011 
when he was arraigned on 
charges that could have 
put him away for up to 25 
years.

According to the dis-
trict attorney, Hartshorn 
had used his position as 
coach to gain the trust of 
his young players and lure 
them back to his home, 
where he showed them por-
nographic materials, video-
taped them in sexual acts 
and played a sordid game 

of poker, where the loser 
would have to perform sex-
ual acts with another boy.

The authorities got 
tipped off when one of the 
young boys told his mother, 
who then went to the po-
lice.

Brown said a search 
warrant executed on Hart-
shorn’s home turned up 
VHS and DVD movies show-
ing the young boys engaged 
in sexual acts, as well as 
similar photographs show-
ing boys younger than 10.

In the wake of the scan-
dal, Rochdale Village can-
celed its 2011 Little League 
season, and one lawmaker 
highlighted the case as he 
made an effort to reform the 
state’s sex offender laws.

State Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) said Hartshorn had 
pleaded down to similar 
crimes in the late 1980s, at 
a time when there was no 
sex offender registry.

If that happened today, 
Hevesi said, Hartshorn 
would still have been able 
to slip through the system’s 
cracks, so the lawmaker in-
troduced a bill that would 
have low-risk sex offend-
ers added to the public 
database. The bill did not 
gain any traction, but with 
Hartshorn’s guilty plea, 
Hevesi pledged to redouble 
his efforts when the state 
Legislature reconvenes in 
January.

Rochdale LL coach 
sentenced to 18 yrs.

Former Rochdale Little League 
Coach David Hartshorn is sen-
tenced to 18 years for sexually 
abusing teenage boys. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

BY STEVE MOSCO

A task force investigat-
ing a spike in horse deaths 
at Aqueduct Racetrack in 
South Ozone Park last win-
ter is calling for widespread 
rule changes in veterinary 
structure and the prohibi-
tion of certain drugs.  

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
had called on the task force 
last March in an effort to 
learn why Aqueduct equine 
deaths were close to double 
the national average from 
November 2011 to March 
2012, and the governor an-
nounced his office received 
the findings and recom-
mendations of the New York 
Task Force on Racehorse 
Health and Safety Friday.

“New York is commit-
ted to placing the health, 
safety and welfare of the 
equine athlete as the top 
priority of horse racing,” 
Cuomo said. “As we bring 
accountability and respon-
sible business practices to 
horse racing, these recom-
mendations will be an inte-
gral part of a new and im-
proved racing product.”

The governor directed 

the task force to review 
the circumstances involv-
ing the deaths, analyze the 
causes and recommend any 
necessary action to prevent 
equine breakdowns at New 
York Racing Association-
operated facilities.

Howard Glazer, direc-
tor of state operations for 
New York, reported the 
findings and said while the 
investigation did not yield 
a single root cause for the 
fatalities, a combination 
of factors likely led to an 
increased rate of equine 
deaths.

These factors include 
the use of drugs that may 
have masked pre-existing 
medical conditions, leaving 
the horses vulnerable to 
catastrophic injuries; a lack 
of protocol and inconsisten-
cies in pre-race inspections 
and veterinary procedures; 
increased purses due to the 
success of Resorts World 
Casino, incentivizing 
stakeholders to place hors-
es in races that were above 
their skill level; and an un-
usually mild weather on a 
track designed for harsher 
winters.

“The task force has 
spent countless hours ana-
lyzing the circumstances 
of each equine death at 
Aqueduct,” said task force 
chairman and veterinar-
ian Dr. Scott Palmer. “We 
found multiple factors that 
created a ‘perfect storm’ 
of conditions that caused 
these tragic breakdowns.”

Palmer said the task 
force recommends a com-
plete overhaul of NYRA’s 
veterinary practices, the 
creation of an equine medi-
cal director position within 
the state’s racing associa-
tion and strict prohibitions 
regarding medications.

“I want to make it 
clear that we did not find 
any evidence of criminal 
wrongdoing,” said Palmer. 
“We do not believe there 
was an overt effort to race 
unsound horses, but rather 
an economic pressure to 
fill the racing field.”

The veterinary doctor 
went on to say the investi-
gation found jockeys felt un-
able to voice concerns about 
the health of horses, fearing 
another rider would simply 
replace them. Palmer said 

the task force recommends 
an anonymous horse safety 
hotline to enable jockeys 
to report concerns without 
fear of retribution.

State Sen. Joe Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) stands 
behind the governor’s ef-
fort to overhaul NYRA, and 
he looks at this as a way 
of saving horse racing in 
Queens.

“I wasn’t happy to find 
out there were negative ef-
fects on the horses,” said 
Addabbo. “But this is a 
pathway to correcting the 
situation.”

After meeting with 
the horse racing associa-
tion in May, the governor 
announced an agreement 
to establish the NYRA Re-
organization Board. The 
board places NYRA under 
temporary public control 
in order to reform the asso-
ciation and transform over-
sight and management.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s task force looks to make changes to ensure the safety of horses and jockeys at Aqueduct Racetrack. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Aqueduct focus of inquiry
Economic pressure to fi ll racing fi eld led to horse deaths: Report

Work to close lane in both directions on Cross Bay
Through to mid-autumn, one lane 

will be closed in each direction most 
Saturdays on the Cross Bay Veterans 
Memorial Bridge for work related to 
the $17 million project to rehabilitate 
the concrete piers beneath the bridge.

The closures will take place be-
tween 6 a.m. and 4 p.m. and continue 
through November. One lane in each 
direction had previously been closed 
on weekdays from 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
and this will continue through No-

vember as well.
The entire project, which in-

cludes repairing damaged concrete 
and shoring up materials that protect 
the bridge, is expected to be complet-
ed in November 2013.
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Big bucks from Marshall help LaGuardia library expand
Borough president donates $6 million to community college to add study space, seating and Wi-Fi

BY KAREN FRANTZ

LaGuardia Commu-
nity College is expanding 
its library to include a new, 
technologically-advanced 
second floor and nearly 
double the student seating, 
thanks in part to a $6 mil-
lion donation from Borough 
President Helen Marshall.

“I have always loved 
libraries,” Marshall said 
at an event acknowledging 
her for the donation outside 
LaGuardia’s library last 
Thursday. “I think they’re 
so important. Anything 
you learn to do, you can 
find it in a book, including 
a lot of enjoyment, a lot of 
excitement and everything 
that goes with life.”

The donation came out 
of Marshall’s capital funds 
and will go to increasing 
the size of the community 
college’s 36,620-square-foot 

library by 58 percent. The 
library, currently one floor, 
will expand to two floors, 
and the second floor will 
include a reading room, 
media lab, open study space 
and 11 group study rooms. 
In addition, student seats 
will be wired with power 
and data connections and 
Wi-Fi service will be ex-
panded throughout the li-
brary.

Student Body Presi-
dent Shah Amanat said 
the extra space will help 
accommodate an influx of 
students. The school cur-
rently has 18,000 credit-
bearing students, com-
pared to 16,000 in the fall 
of 2009, and has 50,000 to-
tal students, according to 
LaGuardia spokeswoman 
Randy Fader-Smith.

“It’s definitely going 
to help the students,” said 
Amanat, who is in his sec-

ond year at the school. “We 
do have a lot of students, 
and it gets crowded.”

He said in the past he 
sometimes needed to wait 
20 minutes for a computer 
and he also frequently has 
had to wait for an open 
seat.

Vice Chancellor Jay 
Hershenson literally sang 
Marshall’s praises — a 
short rendition of Neil 
Young’s “Heart of Gold” — 
at the event, thanking her 
for the donation.

“We love Helen Mar-
shall. We adore Helen Mar-
shall,” he said.

Through the years 
the borough president has 
been an advocate for librar-
ies and colleges, he said, 
and particularly made her 
mark through her work in 
the City Council, where she 
frequently fought to secure 
funds for education.

“I think that everyone 
here knows that we have 
never had a more effective 
and stronger champion 
of higher education than 
when Helen Marshall was 
chair of the New York City 
Council Higher Education 
Committee,” he said.

Construction on the 
LaGuardia Community 
College library is expected 
to begin in the fall of 2013. 
Once the second floor is 
finished and open to stu-
dents, renovation will also 
begin on the first floor. The 
school will not have to cut 
services during construc-
tion, school officials said.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Borough President Helen Marshall discusses the importance of 
education at an event acknowledging her donation to LaGuardia 
Community College’s library expansion. Photo by Karen Frantz
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Buy 1 Pint Color Sample,
Get 1 FREE

877-813-4283
Offer Redeemable at:

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/12.

Astoria Paint Place Gleason Paint Place

718-639-4888

Bayside Paint Place Paints by George

718-438-4161

The Paint Place

Willis Paints & Design Ctr. Seaford Paints & Design Ctr.

www.paintplaceny.com

A group that opposes a trash transfer station near the end of a 
LaGuardia Airport runway has a policy of not disclosing its do-
nors. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

A group opposing the 
city and federal govern-
ment over construction of a 
College Point garbage facil-
ity near LaGuardia Airport 
has a policy of keeping its 
donors anonymous, leading 
some community members 
to question who is driving 
the media blitz about bird 
strikes.

Friends of LaGuardia 
Airport Inc. is a nonprofit 
registered with New York 
state that has attempted, 
through advocacy and le-
gal challenges, to put the 
brakes on the North Shore 
Marine Transfer Station, 
a proposed garbage collec-
tion point for the eastern 
half of queens.

The group contends 
the facility, where trucks 
would drop off refuse to 
be sorted and then packed 
into barges and floated 
out of the borough, would 
attract winged creatures 
in search of food and thus 
increase the likelihood of 
a fatal plane crash due to 
bird strikes.

The facility is less than 
5,000 feet from the end of 
one of the runways, and the 
group’s message has been 
widely covered in the New 
York City press.

Friends of LaGuar-
dia Airport is led by Ken 
Paskar, a pilot who previ-
ously worked with the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion on mitigating safety 
issues, but is now leading 
the charge against the fed-
eral agency.

Paskar has a policy of 
cloaking the identities of 
donors to the nonprofit. The 
policy, he said, is designed 
to protect contributors 
from potential retribution 
from the FAA or from the 
city government — retribu-
tion he contends is real and 
has already been exacted 
on him.

“I’ve got to protect ev-
erybody else,” Paskar said. 
“This way, the only person 
anybody can go after is 

me.”
Before Friends of La-

Guardia, Paskar was on 
the FAA Safety Team as a 
volunteer who acted as a li-
aison between the aviation 
community and the agency 
to try and find solutions 
to thorny safety issues. In 
that capacity, the pilot be-
gan questioning the safety 
of the proposed facility be-
ginning in 2009, when the 
file landed on his desk.

As his opposition to 
the facility became stron-
ger, he began to sense re-
sistance from the FAA, he 
said, and he was eventually 
booted off the team in 2010.

Paskar also claims 
FAA brass instructed the 
administration’s legal team 
to go after a close friend’s 
flight school due to the 
owner’s association with 
Paskar. The Friends of La-
Guardia head contends 
that the FAA wrongfully 
prosecuted the business 
for an alleged infraction 
on federal flight rules. 
Paskar contends these two 
episodes justify concealing 
the source of the funds.

Because Friends of 
LaGuardia Airport is a 
relatively new nonprofit — 
it was first incorporated 
in April 2011, according to 
state records — it does not 
have tax returns on file 
with the Internal Revenue 
Service or the state Depart-
ment of State. And even 
when those documents 
become available, Paskar 
is not required by law to 
disclose who gives him 

money.
That has led others to 

speculate about alternative 
motives for Friends of La-
Guardia’s opposition to the 
facility.

James Cervino, a ma-
rine scientist and chairman 
of Community Board 7’s 
Committee on the Environ-
ment , recently alluded to 
other reasons why Friends 
of LaGuardia might want to 
keep its financers private.

Other companies who 
might have a financial in-
terest in seeing the facility 
fail might be bankrolling 
the nonprofit under the 
guise of safety.

“It’s all about real 
estate. It’s all about who 
is going to be getting this 
land,” Cervino said at a re-
cent meeting of the College 
Point Civic/Taxpayers As-
sociation.

Cervino’s suspicions 
are echoed in a 2009 re-
port in the weekly real 
estate publication Crain’s, 
which ties a lawyer for the 
then-nascent resistance 
to the transfer station to 
Tully Construction, a large 
Queens firm that deals in 
transferring garbage.

Tully dismissed any 
involvement with Friends 
of LaGuardia, citing the 
fact that the city is buy-
ing out part of his nearby 
business in the future. And 
Paskar denied any profit 
motive, contending that he 
owns no property and is 
not getting paid to go to bat 
for developers or any other 
special interests.

Anti waste-station group 
keeps lid on donor IDs
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BY JOE ANUTA

The prominent lobby-
ist sentenced last week to 
three months in prison for 
bribing a state senator was 
involved in several Queens 
issues, and some in the 
borough’s political circles 
wonder what he told federal 
i nv e s t i g at o r s , 
since court docu-
ments showed he 
cooperated to get 
a lesser sentence.

R i c h a r d 
Lipsky is a well-
known lobbyist 
in Albany and 
City Hall and has often 
taken cases concerning 
development and com-
merce. In Queens, he was 
recently associated with 
fighting the city’s planned 
$3 billion redevelopment 
of Willets Point, the collec-
tion of junkyards and auto 
body shops across from Citi 
Field.

But Lipsky was hired 
by many other Queens 
groups over the years.

His lobbying firm, 
Richard Lipsky Associates 
Inc., was formed in 1983, ac-
cording to records from the 
state Department of State.

Lipsky recently had a 
hand in lobbying against 
another mega-development 
in Flushing.

In 2010, Lipsky was 
hired by the Flushing Co-
alition for Responsible De-
velopment, a group opposed 
to the development of Flush-
ing Commons, an $850 mil-

lion, mixed-use complex 
that is set to take the place 
of Municipal Lot 1 between 
Union and 38th streets and 
37th and 39th avenues. The 
project eventually received 
all of the legislative green 
lights needed, but has not 
commenced due to funding 
problems.

Lipsky also 
attempted to 
steer small busi-
ness legislation 
in favor of Jetro 
Cash-and-Carry, 
a nationwide 
grocery store 
supplier based in 

College Point. He was hired 
by Jamaica Recycling in Ja-
maica to lobby for a permit 
to operate a waste transfer 
station.

But it was his dealings 
in Brooklyn that led to his 
arrest, guilty plea and even-
tual sentence, which was 
greatly reduced from the 
maximum he could have 
served for the crime.

Lipsky pleaded guilty 
to forking over $200,000 in 
bribes to Sen. Carl Kruger 
(D-Brooklyn), according to 
The Wall Street Journal.

And while he was 
initially supposed to be 
sentenced up to six years, 
lawyers filed paperwork 
detailing his cooperation 
with federal authorities on 
a high-profile corruption 
investigation, which led 
Manhattan federal court 
Judge Jed Rakoff to hand 
down the sentence of three 

RICHARD LIPSKY

BY PHIL CORSO
 
With November’s gen-

eral election looming, six 
different races for state 
Assembly have shaped up 
throughout Queens, ac-
cording to the city Board of 
Elections.

According to a city-
wide candidacy list provid-
ed by the BOE, Assembly 
races in the borough will 
be decided Nov. 6 for the 
25th, 30th, 33rd, 36th, 37th 
and 40th districts.

In the 25th District, 
which runs from Flushing 
to Douglaston and includes 
most of Bayside Hills, 
September’s Democratic 
primary winner, Nily Ro-
zic of Fresh Meadows, will 
face off against Republican 
Abraham M. Fuchs and 
Conservative William N. 
Garifal Jr., as well as her 
defeated opponent Jerry 
Iannece, who will appear 
on the Independence Party 
line.

Rozic, who ran on a 
platform that pushed im-
proving vital services for 
women and seniors, bested 
Iannece in the Sept. 13 
Democratic primary with 
more than 56 percent of 
nearly 4,000 total votes, the 
BOE said. Iannece cam-
paigned largely on bring-
ing his experience to Al-
bany after spending more 
than a decade as president 
of the Bayside Hills Civic 
Association and chairman 

of Community Board 11.
Fuchs said he was 

running largely on an ed-
ucation-first agenda while 
Garifal has campaigned 
for lower taxes and fiscal 
responsibility.

As for the 30th District 
in central Queens, includ-
ing most of Maspeth, in-
cumbent Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth), who was first 
elected in 1998, will see a 
rematch against Republi-
can and Conservative can-
didate Anthony Nunziato 
Nov. 6.

In 2010, Markey bested 
Nunziato in the same race 
with 9,745 Democratic votes 
against her opponent’s 5,029 
on the Republican line, 439 
on the Independence line 
and 768 on the Conserva-
tive line, according to the 
BOE.

Markey has signed 

onto several bills through-
out her more than 10 years 
in the Assembly, including 
one that sought to address 
sexual abuse in private 
schools. In his last run 
against Markey, Nunziato 
campaigned largely on job 
creation, capping govern-
ment spending, cutting 
taxes, fiscal responsibility 
and school vouchers.

Democratic and Work-
ing Families Party can-
didate Barbara Clark, of 
Cambria Heights, will face 
Clyde Vanel, of the More 
Jobs Party, in November to 
decide who will represent 
the 33rd Assembly District 
in that region.

Clark bested Vanel 
in the Sept. 13 Democratic 
primary with more than 63 
percent of about 4,700 votes, 
campaigning on her expe-
rience against Vanel’s pro-

business platform.
Clark was first elected 

to the 33rd Assembly Dis-
trict in 1986, which includes 
all or parts of the neighbor-
hoods of Bellerose, Queens 
Village, Cambria Heights, 
Hollis and St. Albans.

In the 36th District, 
which encompasses north-
west Queens and most of As-
toria, Assemblywoman Ar-
avella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
will defend her seat against 
Republican challenger Ju-
lia Haich, of Astoria. Simo-
tas will be running on both 
the Democratic and Work-
ing Families party lines.

After running unop-
posed in the Nov. 2, 2010, 
general election, the Greek-
American Simotas said 
she has focused in Albany 
on revitalizing New York’s 
economy, protecting ne-
glected consumers and 
strengthening our crimi-
nal justice system. Her op-
ponent, Polish-American 
Haich, has campaigned on 
reforming crime preven-
tion, senior outreach pro-
grams and lowering real 
estate taxes.

In the 37th District, 
which includes Sunnyside, 
Woodside, Astoria, Mas-
peth, Queensbridge, Long 
Island City and Ridgewood, 
incumbent Catherine No-
lan (D-Ridgewood) will 
defend her seat against Re-
publican challenger John 
Kevin Wilson.

Democratic candidate Ron Kim (r.) is up against Republican Phil 
Gim this November in the race for the 40th state Assembly District 
seat. Photo (l.) by Joe Anuta and (r.) by Christina Santucci

Assembly races heating up
Primary victors prepare for November challengers in fi nal stretch

Continued on Page 16

Convicted lobbyist 
has boro pols curious 

Continued on Page 12
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We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday – Friday 3:30pm – 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm – 10:00pm

BY RICH BOCKMANN

JetBlue Airways broke 
ground Monday morning 
on an extension project to 
its terminal at John F. Ken-
nedy International Air-
port.

The project, expected 
to be completed in early 
2015, will add approximate-
ly 150,000 square feet of 
space and three additional 
gates to the airline’s Ter-
minal 5. With the conver-
sion of three existing gates, 
JetBlue’s new terminal 
will have six international 
arrival gates as well as an 
International Arrivals Hall 
with facilities for the U.S. 
Custom and Border Protec-
tion and Federal Inspection 
services.

“Today is truly a 
groundbreaking day for 
JetBlue as we begin work 
on our international ar-

rivals terminal at T5,” Jet-
Blue President and CEO 
Dave Barger said. “We’re 
excited to work with all of 
our partners at JFK and be-
yond to move forward with 
this project which, when 
completed, will make all 
domestic and international 
operations seamless and 
convenient for our custom-
ers and consolidate our 
flight operations under one 
roof.”

Barger said the airline 
opened Terminal 5 in 2008 
amid an international ex-
pansion to countries such 
as Colombia and Bermuda, 
and the company plans to 
add more international des-
tinations later this year.

He said the design of 
the expansion will mirror 
that created by the Gen-
sler firm for the existing 
terminal in order to create 
a “seamless ground experi-

ence” for passengers.
The design attributes 

include an abundance of 
natural light, low-flow wa-
ter fixtures, an efficient 
heating and cooling sys-
tem and circulation paths 
designed to get customers 
through gates and customs 
with ease.

Berger said the build-
ing would even use con-
crete reclaimed from JFK’s 
aircraft apron as the base 
for the concrete within the 
new building.  

“We designed this ad-
dition to T5 to welcome peo-
ple to New York, greeting 
them with natural daylight 
and a view outside,” Gen-
sler Principal Bill Hooper 
said. “Our goal is to put 
passengers first and make 
it easy and fast for people to 
get where they want to be.”

JetBlue breaks ground on 
JFK Terminal 5 expansion
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FOR NEW TWEEN 
AND TEEN MODELS & ACTORS

Sunday, October 14, 2012

Barbizon of NYC is searching for new models and actors to be trained for 
top licensed agents, managers and casting directors!  Barbizon Models have 

graced the covers of all major fashion magazines, appeared in national  
TV commercials, top teen TV shows,  TV competitions like America’s Next 

Top Model, American Idol, The Voice, and major feature films!

Learn how to walk the runway, how to audition for commercials and more!

APPOINTMENTS SUGGESTED BUT NOT REQUIRED: TO RSVP CALL (212) 239-1110

THIS SUNDAY ONLY:
The New Yorker Hotel
8th Ave. at 34th Street  
(Across from Penn Station)

*Under 18 must be accompanied 
by a parent/guardian

MODELING OF MANHATTAN
LIC. BY NYS ED. DEPT.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Four Queens nonprof-
its will receive a share of 
more than $16 million the 
state attorney general’s 
office has set aside this 
year to assist homeowners 
in avoiding foreclosure, 
though it was not certain 
whether the grants would 
allow the groups to expand 
their services or simply 
compensate for other sourc-
es of funding that have run 
dry.

Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman announced 
last week that the Queens 
Volunteer Lawyers Project 
in Jamaica, Queens Legal 
Services, the Chhaya Com-
munity Development Corp. 
and Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Jamaica would 
be among the 94 legal-ser-
vice and housing-counsel-
ing providers across the 
state to receive the grants, 
which represent the first 
year of his office’s three-
year, $60 million program 
to aid struggling homeown-
ers.

In February, Schnei-
derman and 48 other state 
attorneys general reached a 
$25 billion settlement with 
Ally Financial (formerly 
GMAC), Bank of America, 
Citi, JPMorgan Chase and 
Wells Fargo after a joint 
federal-state investigation 
found the country’s five 
largest mortgage servicers 
had improperly signed off 
on foreclosures between 
2008 and 2012.

As the foreclosure cri-
sis heated up, New York 
took steps — and provided 
funding — to help borrow-
ers stay in their homes.

In 2008, the state Leg-
islature passed a law that 
created a mandatory fore-
closure-settlement confer-
ence for homeowners with 
subprime mortgages, de-
signed to help them rene-
gotiate their mortgages. As 
the crisis escalated, the law 

was expanded in 2009 to in-
clude all borrowers facing 
foreclosure.

The state’s budget for 
2008-09 provided $25 mil-
lion in grants to nonprofits 
that assisted homeowners 
with foreclosure preven-
tion services. The next 
year’s budget appropriated 
another $21.8 million un-
der the federal American 
Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act. Those contracts 
expired at the end of 2011.

Mark Weliky, execu-
tive director of the Queens 
Volunteer Lawyers Proj-
ect, said starting in 2008 
he used the grants to hire 
three lawyers, who provide 
legal assistance as well as 
training to the pro-bono 
lawyers.

He said the attorney 
general’s funding picks up 
where the previous grants 
left off.

“Just on a dollars-and-
cents basis, it just about re-
places the money that we’re 
not going to be getting,” he 
said.

Schneiderman ac-
knowledged the state was 
facing what he called a 
“catastrophic lack” of le-
gal services for low-income 

New Yorkers last Thursday 
when he spoke at one of four 
hearings state Chief Judge 
Jonathan Lippman sched-
uled before he reports to 
the Legislature on the need 
for more funding.

Lippman said he esti-
mates that only 20 percent 
of the need for legal aid ser-
vices throughout the state 
is currently being met.

Queens continued to 
lead the city in the second 
quarter of 2012 with 106 
foreclosures, down 7 per-
cent from a year earlier but 
up 31 percent from the first 
quarter from the beginning 
of the year, according to the 
real estate website proper-
tyshark.com.

Sujatha Raman, di-
rector of development and 
communications at Chhaya 
Community Development 
Corp., said she currently 
has enough funding for one 
foreclosure counselor and 
would like to be able to hire 
another.

“We’re really hoping 
this will be additional fund-
ing, and not just replace ex-
isting funds,” she said.

Chhaya Director Seema Agnani (l.-r.), city Housing Department 
official Michael Abel and Chhaya Program Director Afreem Alam, 
shown in this file photo, announce a new homebuyer assistance 
program. Chhaya is one of four Queens nonprofits to receive new 
funding to help homeowners avoid foreclosure.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Boro nonprofi ts receive 
foreclosure-relief funds

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

BY KAREN FRANTZ

With more people falling be-
low the poverty level in Queens, 
the unemployment rate remain-
ing high and the sluggish econ-
omy showing little signs of a 
turnaround, New York City’s food 
bank is worried proposed cuts to 
the national food stamp program 
could have a devastating impact 
on the borough’s poor.

“None of us want to see a 
family go hungry, but that’s re-
ally what’s at stake right now,” 
said Triada Stampas, director of 
government relations and public 
education at the Food Bank for 
New York City.

The Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, or food 
stamps, is what Stampas called 
the nation’s first line of defense 
against hunger. The program 
awards a card that eligible people 
can use to buy food at grocery and 
convenience stores.

But in an effort to cut down 
the deficit, the U.S. Congress is 
considering massive cuts to the 
program. The U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives has proposed up 
to $16.5 billion in cuts as part of 
reauthorization of a larger Farm 
Bill, and the U.S. Senate already 
passed its own bill that cut $4.5 
billion from the program.

The House failed to pass the 
legislation before its deadline last 
weekend, but it is expected to take 
up the issue in the lame duck ses-
sion following the elections.

Stampas said that with the 
Senate’s proposed cuts, 190,000 
households citywide would lose 
$90 a month in benefits. With the 
House’s version, another 220,000 
households would lose benefits 
entirely, she said.

Stampas said even with the 
current level of funding for the 
food stamp program, many food 
pantries and soup kitchens in 
Queens have seen people show up 
at the end of the month after their 
food stamps have run out — and 
pantries and kitchens themselves 
have been stretched beyond ca-
pacity, she said.

“What we see in New York 
is that these benefits aren’t ade-
quate to last the month,” Stampas 

said.
Thus the proposed cuts to 

food stamps would be “a signifi-
cant blow” to struggling house-
holds in the borough at a time 
when demand for food assistance 
programs have gone up in the 
city, she said.

She said a 2011 Food Bank 
survey revealed that about 30 
percent of Queens residents said 
they were concerned about need-
ing food assistance within the 
next 12 months and 40 percent 
said they would not be able to af-
ford food within three months of 
losing household income. In addi-
tion, almost twice as many people 
are out of work now as they were 
before the recession and the costs 
of living and food in New York re-
main high, she said.

Such factors mean Queens 
residents need strengthened food 
assistance programs now more 
than ever, Stampas said.

She said representatives in 
Congress need to take a long, hard 
look to make sure they are not try-
ing to fix the deficit on the backs 
of poor people and families.

Dania Peralta picks up bags of groceries for herself and her three kids at the 
Bread of Life Food Pantry in Long Island City. The Food Bank of New York City 
says potential cuts to the nation’s food stamp program could drive more people 
to pantries and soup kitchens.

Food stamp cuts could leave boro poor hungry
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES
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Y
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S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Ufurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200

$99 
MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

Friends turn shared tragedy into chance to tackle cancer
BY STEVE MOSCO

The scene could have 
been just a typical Sunday 
in late September — fam-
ily and friends gathered at 
an Irish bar, watching foot-
ball surrounded by copious 
amounts of food and drink.

Laughter filled the 
barroom at Monahan & 
Fitzgerald, on 41st Avenue 
in Bayside, as patrons pat-
ted each other on the back, 
dealt some good-natured 
ribbing and clanged bottles 
together in cheers.

But the cheers were 
more than the product of a 
timely touchdown or game-
saving tackle. Two men 
connected by devastating 
loss used this Sunday to 
raise money, awareness 
and their spirits.

Marco Di Fava and 
Jared Beschel always had 
a lot in common. They both 
attended Oneonta State 
University, then moved on 
to Hofstra Law School. And 
they both had their relative-
ly tranquil lives torn apart 

when disease ravaged fam-
ily members.

Doctors diagnosed Di 
Fava’s mother, Tina, with 
breast cancer in 2008 — Be-
schel’s father, William, re-
ceived the same diagnosis 
soon after. Both were taken 
by the aggressive cancer, 
leaving Di Fava and Bes-
chel with a connection they 
never expected.

That connection 
brought their friends and 
family together on this day 
to help raise money for the 
American Cancer Society.

“If I could make a ca-
reer out of this, I would,” 
said Di Fava, who grew up 
in Ozone Park. “I do it for 
the memory of my mother 
— she was a fun-loving per-
son who enjoyed life.”

Di Fava recalled his 
mother’s love for gambling, 
something he will honor 
when he participates in the 
American Cancer Society’s 
Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer walk later 
this month under the team 
name “Tina’s Jackpot.” 

This will be his third year 
walking.

His experience with 
the pain of watching a loved 
one endure cancer enabled 
Di Fava to truly be there 
for Beschel when his father, 
a well-known Whitestone 
man and retired police offi-
cer, suffered from the same 
disease.

“We talked a lot,” re-
called Di Fava. “It really 
helps to have someone to 
lean on.”

Beschel said the shock 
of learning his father had 
breast cancer was a feeling 
he could barely describe. It 
just did not seem possible.

“You always hear that 
women should routinely 

check themselves for breast 
cancer, but men should take 
precautions as well,” he 
said. “I miss him every day, 
and it was hard watching 
him through those years of 
chemotherapy.”

Beschel’s aunt, Jo Ann, 
said losing her brother to 
breast cancer was heart-
breaking — but watching 
her nephew and his friend 
work together for this cause 
is a healing, therapeutic ex-
perience.

“It is hard to be here, 
but seeing this turnout re-
ally warms my heart,” she 
said. “Jared and Marco 
were always very close and 
both deaths were such a 
shock to all of us — it never 
occurred to either fam-
ily that something like that 
would happen.”

Di Fava’s aunt, Anna 
Murray, who put together 
a cookbook of Italian fa-
vorites called “Zi Anna’s 
Kitchen” with all profits 
going to cancer research, 
said both families would 
rather take action then be 

furious at life’s tragic hap-
penstance.

“It is better to raise 
awareness than to be an-
gry,” she said. “These two 
men choose to work to-
gether to fight this disease. 
And we are all very proud 
of them.”

This not-so-typical 
Sunday in late September 
raised close to $5,000 for 
cancer research through 
raffles and other activities, 
giving Di Fava and Beschel 
one more commonality 
among them: the master 
planning of a fund-raiser.

“We had people here 
early, and we will have 
more people coming in as 
the night goes on,” said Di 
Fava during the fund-rais-
er. He said holding the event 
on a Sunday, when the New 
York Jets played early and 
the New York Giants played 
late, ensured that crowds 
would keep coming in all 
day and all night.

“There is a method to 
my madness,” he said.

Maria Di Fava (l.-r., back row), Alexandra Beschel, Jared Beschel, 
Marco Di Fava, Christina Di Fava and Anna Murray are joined by 
youngsters Jared Beschel Jr. (l.-r., front row), Ali Hoering and 
Maria Di Fava. Photo by Christina Santucci
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New York State-Sponsored 
Free or Low-Cost
Health Insurance

1-888-809-8009
Adults 19–64Children under age 19

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY REBECCA HENELY

Sarah Obraitis, half of 
the team behind the much-
mourned French-Quebe-
cois diner M. Wells, is fu-
rious over a controversy 
spurred after she and hus-
band Hugue Dufor had con-
sidered adding horse meat 
dishes to their new spot at 
art institution MoMA PS1.

“It’s not on our menu,” 
Obraitis said flatly.

M. Wells, opened as a 
stand-alone diner in Long 
Island City in 2010, had to 
close a year later due to 
disputes with the landlord. 
In the ensuing time, Dufor 
and Obraitis had show-
cased their Quebecois-style 
takes on traditional diner 
fare at food festivals and 
for special events, but last 
Thursday they opened a 
location in the cafeteria of 
the popular contemporary 
art museum, at 46-01 21st 
St. in Long Island City.

“It’s a wonderful fit,” 
Obraitis said about the 
opening of the dinette.

Obraitis said she and 
Dufor had served horse 
meat on a previous occa-
sion and had thought about 
offering it as part of the 
dinette’s ever-changing 
menu later down the line. 
But since reports began cir-
culating about the poten-
tial equine option, Obraitis 
said they have had people 
call them “disgusting.”

“It’s a total non-issue,” 
Obraitis said.

Quebec has a large 
horse meat business, and 
butchers offer the food in 
other parts of Canada. The 
United States removed a 
five-year ban on horse meat 
last year as part of the pas-
sage of the 2012 federal 
spending bill.

Despite the contro-
versy, many came out to 
try M. Wells’ offerings last 
Thursday, with the dinette 
serving long lines of people 
in the last hour that day. 
Items on the menu included 
rabbit terrine, beef tartare, 
vegetable banh mi and cod 
brandade. The dinette also 
offered croissants, coffees, 
wines and iced hibiscus 
tea.

Before opening, M. 

Wells had partnered with 
MoMA PS 1 to provide food 
for an art fair in May. In 
homage to MoMA PS 1’s for-
mer life as a school, the di-
nette is set up like a school 
cafeteria with communal 
tables and the changeable 
menu written on chalk-
boards.

Obraitis said the new 
location initially presented 
some challenges, since it 
is a renovated schoolroom, 
but it turned out to be a per-
fect fit.

“In a way, it’s just an-
other gallery,” Obraitis 
said. “It’s a gallery of food.”

The dinette is open 
Monday, Thursday and Fri-
day from noon to 6 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. It is closed 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Horse meat idea nixed
at M. Wells’ PS 1 cafe

M. Wells’ new dinette in contemporary art gallery MoMA PS 1 had 
ample lines on its first day despite controversy over the eatery 
potentially serving horse meat. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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BY REBECCA HENELY AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The Woodside neigh-
borhood honored one of 
its fiercest advocates at a 
street renaming Sunday.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) and about 25 others 
unveiled the new “Martin 
M. Trainor Way,” at north-
west corner of 58th Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue in 
Woodside.

Trainor, who died in 
August 2009 at the age of 
84, was best known as the 
co-founder of the neighbor-
hood’s community services 
organization Woodside on 
the Move and former presi-
dent of Community Board 

2.
He was also a member 

of the Anoroc Democratic 
Club, St. Sebastian’s Church 
and the local Knights of Co-
lumbus. He worked as an 
attorney.

“This sign will be here 
forever as a permanent re-
minder of all that he did,” 
said Van Bramer, who advo-
cated for the street rename.

Before the unveiling, 
Van Bramer, other elected 
officials and civic activists 
spoke of Trainor’s passion 
for the neighborhood.

“Martin was always 
very positive and he was 
always thinking about the 
next thing that we should 
be working on,” said U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-

Jackson Heights).
Members of Trainor’s 

family also came to the 
ceremony. Son Michael, 
daughter-in-law Bernadette 
and grandson Thomas, 13, 
were in attendance, as well 
as nephew Patrick Trainor. 
Two other grandsons — Mi-
chael and Matthew — were 
away at school.

Michael Trainor said 
his family moved to Wood-
side in the early 1960s, 
eventually setting down on 
57th Avenue.

“He would have passed 
by here all the time in his 
travels,” Michael Trainor 
said of the intersection.

He said his father kept 
active before forming Wood-
side on the Move and spent 

countless hours working to 
improve the neighborhood.

“It was in my dad’s 
DNA to service the com-
munity,” Michael Trainor 
said.

State Assemblywoman 
Marge Markey (D-Maspeth) 
described Martin Trainor 
as a “very good human be-
ing.”

“We miss him and we 
recognize him today for all 
the work that he’s done,” 
she said.

Crowley described 
Martin Trainor as the con-
sistent face of Woodside on 
the Move. He said the street 
renaming, and all street re-
namings, are about keeping 
someone’s memory alive.

Woodside honors civic founder
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months behind bars.
The judge had received 

about 50 letters on Lipsky’s 

behalf, one of which came 
from Manhattan U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara in-
dicating that Lipsky had 
provided substantial help 
in other investigations. 

As news of Lipsky’s 

cooperation spread to 
Queens, many in political 
circles wondered if the in-
formation Lipsky provided 
to investigators would have 
any ripple effects.

“Curious is probably 

the right word,” said one 
political insider, who indi-
cated that many in Queens 
are distancing themselves 
from the embattled lobby-
ist. “I couldn’t find anybody 
to admit that they had even 

met him.”
And while no one in 

Queens would admit they 
are sweating at the thought 
of Lipsky’s chats with fed-
eral prosecutors, other law-
makers would not be sur-

prised if more indictments 
were in the pipeline.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 6

Lobbyist
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Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Store Hours
Mon to Fri:  8 to 7
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Auction Outlet of Jamaica Inc
215-10 Hempstead Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11429-1222

SALE!
Ends October 31st, 7pm

CUSTOM CABINETS  CUSTOM PRICINGwith
out

CHOOSE FROM

Custom Granite Tops installed within one week!

All Wood Construction
No Flakeboard or Chipboard

We here at Auction Outlet Queens Village are celebrating our 20th year in business.  
The way we achieved this was very simple…

 Going beyond what is expected of us
 Can’t have one without the other

 Always being honest with the customer… Always

Don’t by  by “Fake” list or MSRP prices, then given 70% off.
70% off of what, 
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The Spectacular Fall Kitchen Event!
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The streets of Flushing were filled with people to celebrate the Moon Festival Saturday evening. (Clockwise from top l.) Gigi Rodriguez 
shimmies down Elder Avenue as part of a presentation by ENJ Production; Shanna Patel jumps as she releases her Barbie kite into the 
air; Shiyun Shang crafts a small duck; a student of the New York Chinese Cultural Center performs the fan dance; a member of the New 
York Hung Sing Kwoon Lion Dance Team is visible inside the face of a lion; Yi Zhou (l.) plays the pipa and Liquan Li accompanies her on 
Yangqin at the Queens Botanical Garden; Dominican diablo cojuelo dancers from the group Adicoony bring a douse of color to the pa-
rade; and dancers from New York Chinese Cultural Center show off their flexibility. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Police announced ear-
ly last Thursday morning 
that Day Bryant, 37, of 2850 
8th Ave. in Harlem, has 
been charged with crimi-
nal possession of a weapon 
and reckless endangerment 
in connection with the 
shooting.

Ray Normandeau, 
press secretary of the 
Queensbridge Tenant 
Council, said last week he 
was glad an arrest had been 
made.

“I think it’s fantastic 
news,” Normandeau said. 
“Usually nobody’s appre-
hended.”

Van Bramer said last 
week, at a Police Service 
Area-9 meeting, at 34-40 
21st St. in the Ravenswood 
Houses in Astoria, that 
Amy had been doing school-
work at 5 a.m. Sept. 23 so 
she could get it done before 
going to church. He said she 
ducked when she heard the 
shots, an action that could 

have saved her from being 
hit in the head. Two bullets 
had come through the win-
dow before a third had rico-
cheted and hit her in the 
hand, Van Bramer said.

He said the family 
came into his office after 
the incident. He went to vis-
it Amy in the hospital and 
held the rally in response.

“They wanted some 
help and they’re afraid,” 
Van Bramer said.

The councilman de-
scribed Amy as a great 
student and writer. He said 
she has been writing in the 
hospital.

About 50 people showed 
up at the Ravenswood meet-
ing and many were con-
cerned both about Amy and 
the New York City Housing 
Authority’s role in keeping 
the peace. One man in the 
audience said many rules 
like parking are rarely en-
forced by NYCHA and the 
agency is lax on the upkeep 
of security features, like 
lighting and whether or not 
the doors are locked.

“What is needed is the 

partnership and reinforce-
ment from NYCHA,” said 
Karen Dennis, president 
of the police community 
council for housing. “I don’t 
think that relationship is 
great.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) said in 
a statement that Queens-
bridge Houses needed more 
police officers.

“While the most re-
cent shooting incident in 
Queensbridge Houses is 
outrageous in itself, what’s 
even more disturbing is 
that it is yet one more in 
a growing number of epi-
sodes of gun violence in 
this neighborhood,” Malo-
ney said. “In a city filled 
with more than 8 million 
New Yorkers, guns just 
don’t belong.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1

Victim
providing its own security.

Neighbors have long 
complained that the lack 
of a comprehensive secu-
rity plan on the southern 
campus leaves patients free 
to act unruly on the edges 
of the campus, which abut 
nearby residential neigh-
borhoods. They also say the 
campus, which houses pro-
grams for people dealing 
with chemical dependen-
cies, has become a magnet 
for drug dealers who can 
reach a lucrative clientele 

at Creedmoor with little or 
no security deterrent.

Deputy Inspector Jo-
seph Courtesis, of the 105th 
Precinct, told community 
members in June that 911 
calls to the campus were 
spiking and that on aver-
age he had to send officers 
to Creedmoor six times a 
day.

Frank Toner, presi-
dent of the Rocky Hill Civic 
Association, said Creed-
moor’s executive director 
has pledged to clear brush 
around the southern cam-
pus, install lighting and in-
crease security patrols as 
well as look into manning 
a gate at Creedmoor’s main 

entrance.
“She said there are no 

plans to add security at this 
point,” Toner said. “But 
she said they’re going to in-
crease security patrols. I’m 
not sure how that’s going to 
work.”

Toner said two of the 
outpatient programs have 
plans to leave the campus 
within the next few years 
and hoped that when the 
state looks to fill those 
buildings, it will be an op-
portunity to rectify some of 
the security lapses.

“Part of our wishes is 
that we be included in that 
process,” he said.

Continued from Page 1

Creedmor

$373,600, according to Fi-
nance .

But the most current 
records show Thompson 
still owes about $385,000 — 
which is actually $11,500 
more than the initial bal-
ance when he entered into 
the agreement, according 
to department records.

“He’s on the way to 
paying it,” said Michael 
Nussbaum, spokesman for 
Thompson.

According to the de-
partment, if the developer 
had not entered into a pay-
ment plan before May 17, 
the city would have placed 
the property on its tax lien 
sale list, meaning that a 
third party could have po-
tentially taken possession 

of the land.
Not only does Thomp-

son need to fork over in-
stallments to chip away at 
the outstanding balance, 
he also needs to pay taxes 
for this current year. In 
total, if he were to pay off 
everything he owes for the 
payment plan and his cur-
rent taxes for the rest of the 
year, the developer would 
be required to write a check 
for roughly $500,000 to the 
city, records show. That is 
more than double the year-
ly property tax value of the 
parcel.

The hefty bill comes 
at a time when the commu-
nity is questioning the the-
ater’s fate, since Thompson 
received all the required 
approvals to start building 
in May, but still does not 
have enough funding to 
start construction.

“We’re still proceed-

ing with the financing, and 
they are still proceeding to 
get the thing done,” Nuss-
baum said of the project, 
adding that there has long 
been an unnamed develop-
er Thompson has partnered 
with for the project.

The most recent ap-
proval from the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
is valid until October 2013. 
If Thompson does not start 
building by then, the FAA 
will have to go through 
another review process to 
determine if the proposal 
poses a threat to aviation, 
since the structure lies in 
the glide path of LaGuardia 
Airport.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1
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she has become one of the 
most sought-after storytell-
ers at the Kupferberg Holo-
caust Center at Queensbor-
ough Community College, 
the college said. 

“She is a gem and, like 
many of our survivors, 
unique,” the college said.

At 90 years old, Katz 
said she is prepared to 
share her history with any-
one willing to listen, wheth-
er it is at QCC or neighbor-
ing Holocaust centers in 
the area. The Little Neck 
survivor said she continues 
to revisit some of the most 
horrific memories of her 
lifetime because she has a 
responsibility to keep the 
story of the Holocaust alive 
for generations to come.

“Anyone I talk to, I 
always ask them, ‘Please 
remember what happened. 
Tell your children,’” Katz 
said.

Katz grew up with her 
family in the small city of 
Buchach, Poland, where 
she said her life changed 
forever July 5, 1941. As soon 
as Adolf Hitler’s forces ar-
rived in the region, Katz 
said the atrocities began 
immediately.

Then-17-year-old Katz 
was put to work on a lo-
cal farm while her other 

siblings were dispersed 
through other forced labor 
assignments. She remem-
bered how her twin broth-
er Mordecai Dawid Katz 
was the first of her family 
members to disappear af-
ter reporting to a local po-
lice station, where he was 
eventually held captive and 
murdered.

“I could not believe 
civilized people could do 
something like that,” Katz 
said of her initial reaction 
to the killings.

Katz spent years living 
in fear of being captured 
and killed, running with 
her family from one tempo-
rary safe haven to the next 
until they were finally spot-
ted March 8, 1944, while 
hiding in a farmhouse out-
side the city. Katz, her sis-
ter and two brothers fled 
the house while her father 
urged them on, until they 
were ultimately captured. 
While she played dead af-
ter being struck in the back 
of her head, Katz said her 
family was taken out into a 
nearby field and murdered, 
leaving her alone.

“I wanted to run,” Katz 
said. “But I kept asking, 
‘Where should I run?’”

She spent the following 
months hiding alone in a 
false wall inside a home oc-
cupied by German soldiers 
until the city was liberated, 
consuming only one ounce 

of bread a day.
While recollecting her 

thoughts and retelling her 
tales, Katz used specific 
dates for different memo-
ries from the day her fam-
ily went into hiding to the 
last moment she ever saw 
her father and brothers be-
fore they were murdered by 
Nazis.

“I remember every-
thing,” Katz said. “It is all 
in here,” as she motioned to 
her heart.

As she told her story, 
her daughter Felice Katz 
sat and listened to what she 
had already memorized. As 
a second generation link 
to a Holocaust survivor, 
she said it was important 
to keep her mother’s story 
alive.

“It is an obligation,” 
Felice Katz said. “It is not 
an easy burden to bear. 
My whole life is different 
because of these stories, 
which are so valuable as 
time goes on.”

That is what keeps 
Ethel Katz coming back to 
different Holocaust centers 
throughout the region, in-
cluding the one at Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege in Bayside, with hopes 
that the stories of the Holo-
caust would never be for-
gotten.

Continued from Page 1

Survivor

Nolan, who will appear 
on the ballot as a Democrat 
and Working Families 
candidate, has held onto 

her seat since her initial 
election in 1984 and was 
appointed as chairwoman 
of the Assembly Standing 
Committee on Education in 
2006. Wilson, an actor and 
bartender, has campaigned 
on breathing new life into 
the Assembly seat and re-

forming education and 
spending in Albany.

In the 40th District, 
which encompasses down-
town Flushing, Democrat-
ic, Working Families and 
Independence candidate 
Ron Kim will face Republi-
can Philip Gim after both 

Continued from Page 6

Assembly candidates won primaries 
Sept. 13.

Kim, who received 
more than 27 percent of the 
nearly 4,000 votes cast in 
the Democratic primary, 

has campaigned on promot-
ing small business growth 
and education. Gim, a 
small business owner, 
former postal worker and 
U.S. census supervisor, ran 

his campaign focusing on 
cutting state regulations 
that hinder small busi-
ness growth, which he said 
would create jobs.
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Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.
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Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
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